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INTRODUCTION
This report provides additional information on the List of Issues raised by the Committee on the Rights of the Child on Ghana’s combined sixth and seventh periodic reports, particularly concerning Ghana's early childhood care and education (ECCE) system. While Ghana has made progress in primary education access, critical deficits persist in the early years sector, particularly for children aged 0-3 who remain largely invisible in national planning and resource allocation.[endnoteRef:1] This report highlights five critical areas of concern: the absence of comprehensive regulation for the 0-3 age group; significant infrastructure deficits preventing universal access; a crisis in teacher qualification with only 31% of primary teachers certified in ECE;[endnoteRef:2] inadequate and declining budget allocations for ECCE; and weak implementation of inclusive education for young children with disabilities. The evidence presented herein demonstrates that despite the launch of the 2024 Early Childhood Education Policy Framework[endnoteRef:3], implementation remains fragmented and under-resourced. The analysis specifically addresses the List of Issues raised by the Committee, identifying concrete gaps and proposing targeted recommendations to ensure the rights of Ghana's youngest citizens are realized.  [1:  Alternative Report to CRC. (2024). The right to Early Childhood Care and Education in Ghana. Early Childhood Network Ghana. November 2024
]  [2:  Thrive Ghana Study. (2024). Children with disabilities in Ghanaian kindergartens: Headteachers' perspectives. December 2024. Retrieved from https://thrivechildevidence.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/Thrive_Children-with-disabilities-in-Ghanaian-kindergartens_Headteachers-perspectives_Dec-2024.pdf. ]  [3:  Ghana Education Service. (2024). Early Childhood Education Policy Framework. Ministry of Education. Retrieved from https://ges.gov.gh/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/Main-ECE-Policy_Final-Camera-Ready.pdf. ] 

SECTION 1: COORDINATION AND OVERSIGHT FOR ECCE
Response to Questions 2(a), 2(b), 2(c)
While Ghana has established governance structures for education, effective coordination for ECCE remains fragmented, particularly for the critical 0-3 age group. A significant oversight gap exists where no single Ministry has clear, operational responsibility for the regulation and quality assurance of crèches and daycares.[endnoteRef:4] Although the Ministry of Gender, Children and Social Protection (MoGCSP) holds a mandate for child protection, and the Ministry of Education (MoE) for education, the coordination between these entities for early childhood development is weak, leading to regulatory voids for the youngest children.  [4:  Alternative Report to CRC. (2024). Early Childhood Network Ghana. November 2024, p. 2.] 

The recently launched Early Childhood Education Policy Framework (2021) provides a roadmap, yet implementation mechanisms remain nascent.[endnoteRef:5] The policy's potential impact is undermined by a lack of inter-sectoral cohesion at the district level, where health, education, and social protection services operate in silos rather than as an integrated support system for early childhood development. This fragmentation results in inefficient resource utilization and service delivery gaps, particularly in rural areas where administrative presence is minimal.[endnoteRef:6]  [5:  Ghana Education Service. (2024). Early Childhood Education Policy Framework. Ministry of Education, Ghana.]  [6:  Alternative Report to CRC. (2024). Early Childhood Network Ghana. November 2024, p. 2-3.] 

Furthermore, budgetary trends indicate a de-prioritization of the education sector which directly impacts ECCE coordination capacity. National education spending as a percentage of GDP has declined from 3.72% in 2019 to 3.12% in 2024.[endnoteRef:7] This fiscal contraction limits the government's ability to fund necessary oversight bodies and coordination mechanisms. The Ministry of Gender, Children and Social Protection's budget allocation for child protection programmes, though increased to GHS 1.63 billion in 2024, remains insufficient given the scope of need.[endnoteRef:8] Without dedicated resources for monitoring and inter-ministerial collaboration, the ambitious goals set forth in the ECCE policy cannot be operationalized effectively. [7:  UNICEF. (2024). Education Budget Brief 2024. UNICEF Ghana Country Office. Retrieved from https://www.unicef.org/ghana/media/6391/file/EDUCATION%20BUDGET%20BRIEF%202024.pdf. ]  [8:  Ministry of Gender, Children and Social Protection. (2024). Budget Estimates 2024-2025. Government of Ghana.] 

The absence of a unified, well-resourced ECCE oversight body with authority across all relevant ministries creates a situation where accountability is diffused. The National Coordination Mechanism (NCM), launched in November 2023, aims to strengthen governance but lacks specific ECCE implementation guidelines.[endnoteRef:9] Consequently, private providers operate with minimal supervision, and varying standards of care persist unchecked. Strengthening inter-sectoral coordination mechanisms is not merely an administrative necessity but a fundamental prerequisite for ensuring equitable access to quality early childhood services for all children in Ghana.  [9:  UN Migration Network. (2024). National Coordination Mechanism Ghana Launch Documentation. November 2023.] 

SECTION 2: REGULATION OF PRIVATE ECCE PROVIDERS
Response to Question 12(b)
The proliferation of private ECCE providers in Ghana has outpaced the State's capacity for effective regulation, creating significant risks for children, particularly those aged 0-3. A critical regulatory gap exists in the absence of a standardized national curriculum for this age group.[endnoteRef:10] While Kindergarten (ages 4-5) benefits from a standard-based curriculum revised in 2019, crèches and nurseries operate without unified learning and development standards, leading to inconsistent quality and developmental outcomes.[endnoteRef:11] That said, at the time of preparing this report, the Ministry of Gender, Children and Social Protection (MoGCSP), has engaged consultants to develop the standards for children 0-3.5 years, which this group has sighted. [10:  Alternative Report to CRC. (2024). Early Childhood Network Ghana. November 2024, p. 5.]  [11:  Ghana Statistical Service. (2017). Multiple Indicators Cluster Survey (MICS). Cited in Alternative Report to CRC, 2024, p. 5] 

Although the National Schools Inspectorate Authority (NaSIA) began enforcing compliance requirements for private school operators in January 2024 under the Education Regulatory Bodies Act 2020 (Act 1023)[endnoteRef:12], the agency lacks adequate human and financial resources required for systematic, nationwide monitoring. Current enforcement efforts are sporadic and primarily concentrated in urban centers, leaving vast numbers of private facilities, particularly in peri-urban and rural areas, operating without oversight.[endnoteRef:13] This regulatory vacuum allows substandard facilities to persist, where safety, hygiene, and learning environments often fail to meet minimum requirements established in the National Minimum Guidelines for KG (2016).[endnoteRef:14]  [12:  National Schools Inspectorate Authority. (2023). Licensing Private Schools: NaSIA to enforce compliance from January. October 4, 2023. Retrieved from https://www.nasia.gov.gh/licensing-private-schools-nasia-to-enforce-compliance-from-january/]  [13:  National Schools Inspectorate Authority. (2024). FAQ - Education Regulatory Bodies Act 2020. Ghana.]  [14:  Ministry of Education. (2016). National Minimum Guidelines for the establishment of KG. Ghana.] 

A major indicator of poor quality regulation is the low qualification of personnel in ECCE settings. Evidence from the Thrive Ghana Study (2024) reveals that only 31% of teachers in early childhood settings are ECE-certified as of November 2022.[endnoteRef:15] This lack of professional qualification is particularly acute in the private sector for ages 0-3, where caregivers are often untrained. The disparity in teacher qualification is further exacerbated by geography, creating a two-tier system of early education. Training coverage shows only 51% of primary school teachers receiving training compared to 66% at Junior High School level.[endnoteRef:16]  [15:  Thrive Ghana Study. (2024). Teacher Qualification Analysis. December 2024.
]  [16:  Ghana Education Service. (2024). EMIS Data 2024. Ministry of Education
] 

Table 1: Urban-Rural Disparities in Teacher Qualification
	Indicator
	Urban Areas
	Rural Areas
	Source

	Access to qualified ECE teachers
	90% coverage
	29-64% coverage
	Oxford Business Group 2024

	ECE Certification Rate
	Higher concentration
	Limited coverage
	Thrive Ghana Study 2024


The regulatory failure is starkest in rural areas, where only 29-64% of facilities have access to qualified teachers compared to 90% in urban areas.[endnoteRef:17] Many rural kindergartens, especially in Northern regions, lack qualified professional KG teachers, with capacity-building largely dependent on NGO interventions.[endnoteRef:18] Without mandatory licensing linked to quality standards and teacher certification, private provision will continue to reinforce inequality rather than expand access to quality education. The State must urgently implement a comprehensive regulatory framework that includes regular inspections for all private ECCE providers.  [17:  Oxford Business Group. (2024). Ghana Education Sector Analysis. Country Report.]  [18:  Alternative Report to CRC. (2024). Early Childhood Network Ghana. November 2024, p. 6.] 

SECTION 3: ECCE FUNDING AND BUDGET ALLOCATION
Response to Question 2(d)
Funding for Early Childhood Care and Education in Ghana is critically inadequate, unstable, and inequitably distributed. A major systemic failure is the complete lack of public funding for children aged 0-3 in crèches and nurseries. The Capitation Grant and School Feeding Programme, which are the primary vehicles for public education financing, strictly exclude this age group[endnoteRef:19], placing the full financial burden on parents and effectively excluding the poorest families from accessing early childcare services.  [19:  Alternative Report to CRC. (2024). Early Childhood Network Ghana. November 2024, p. 4.] 

For children in Kindergarten (ages 4-5) who do benefit from public funding, allocations have historically been insufficient. The Capitation Grant was set at GHS 9 per child per term through 2025, representing a 100% increase from GHS 4.50 but eroded by high inflation.[endnoteRef:20] The 2026 budget allocates GHS 157 million for Capitation Grant[endnoteRef:21], though the per-child amount remains inadequate for covering operational costs. The School Feeding Programme received a substantial increase to GHS 1.98 billion in 2026[endnoteRef:22], up from previous years, yet the per-child daily allocation remains insufficient to provide nutritionally adequate meals, compromising children's health and learning capacity.[endnoteRef:23] Historical disbursement patterns have been chronically irregular, arriving late or in arrears, disrupting school operations.[endnoteRef:24]  [20:  Alternative Report to CRC. (2024). Early Childhood Network Ghana. November 2024, p. 4.
23. UNICEF. (2025). Education Budget Brief 2025. UNICEF Ghana Country Office. Retrieved from https://www.unicef.org/ghana/media/8671/file/EDUCATION%20BUDGET%20BRIEF%202025.pdf.  
24. Africa Education Watch. (2024). EduNews Volume 24: Ghana Education Budget Analysis. Retrieved from https://africaeducationwatch.org/edunews/volume-24.  
]  [21:  Ministry of Finance. (2026). 2026 Budget Speech. Paragraph 470. "To improve learning outcomes, we have allocated GH¢157 million for Capitation Grant."
]  [22:  Ministry of Finance. (2026). 2026 Budget Speech. Paragraph 471. "We have allocated GH¢1.98 billion for the School Feeding Programme."
]  [23:  Alternative Report to CRC. (2024). Early Childhood Network Ghana. November 2024, p. 4.]  [24:  Alternative Report to CRC. (2024). Early Childhood Network Ghana. November 2024, p. 4. ] 

Budgetary trends between 2024-2025 showed a concerning disinvestment in education, with the Ministry of Education's budget declining by 5.5% from GHS 33.6 billion in 2024 to GHS 31.8 billion in 2025.[endnoteRef:25] However, the 2026 budget announced a significant reversal with education allocation increasing to GHS 33.3 billion for the Ministry of Education, plus GHS 9.9 billion for GETFund, totaling at least GHS 43.2 billion for the education sector.[endnoteRef:26] This represents approximately 14.3% of total projected government expenditure, though still below UNESCO's recommended 20% of national budget allocation.[endnoteRef:27] Despite this increase, specific ring-fenced allocations for ECCE ages 0-3 remain absent, and ECCE continues to receive a disproportionately small share compared to secondary and tertiary education levels, contradicting the global evidence on the high returns of early investment.  [25:  UNICEF. (2025). Education Budget Brief 2025. UNICEF Ghana Country Office. Retrieved from https://www.unicef.org/ghana/media/8671/file/EDUCATION%20BUDGET%20BRIEF%202025.pdf. ]  [26:  Ministry of Finance. (2026). 2026 Budget Speech: Resetting for Growth, Jobs, and Economic Transformation. Presented by Dr. Cassiel Ato Forson (MP), Minister for Finance. Paragraphs 462-463. Ghana allocates GH¢33.3 billion to Ministry of Education and GH¢9.9 billion to GETFund.]  [27:  Africa Education Watch. (2024). EduNews Volume 24: Ghana Education Budget Analysis. Retrieved from https://africaeducationwatch.org/edunews/volume-24
] 

Table 2: Education Budget Trends Affecting ECCE (2019-2026)
	Indicator
	2019/2024 Baseline
	2025 Low Point
	2026 Allocation
	Trend

	Education Budget as % of GDP
	3.72% (2019)
	3.12% (2024)
	14.3% of govt expenditure
	Recovering but below UNESCO 20%

	MoE Total Allocation
	GHS 33.6 Billion (2024)
	GHS 31.8 Billion (2025)
	GHS 33.3 Billion
	Recovering (+4.7% from 2025)

	Education Sector Total (incl. GETFund)
	Limited data
	Limited data
	GHS 43.2 Billion+
	Significant increase

	Capitation Grant
	GHS 9/child/term
	GHS 9/child/term
	GHS 157 million total
	Increased total allocation

	School Feeding Programme
	GHS 1.50/child/day
	GHS 1.50/child/day
	GHS 1.98 billion total
	Substantial increase

	KG Infrastructure (New Construction)
	90 of 1,171 (8% by 2018)
	No new allocation
	200 new KGs (GHS 2.0 billion)
	Major policy shift


The decline in funding for birth registration services by 43% between 2020-2025 further jeopardizes children's access to rights and services from the start of life.[endnoteRef:28] Child protection budget projections show a concerning reduction from GHS 12 million in 2020 to GHS 7 million projected for 2025, a 42% decline.[endnoteRef:29] While the 2026 budget demonstrates improved commitment to education infrastructure and program funding, a critical gap persists: no specific allocations extend to children aged 0-3 in crèches and nurseries. The Capitation Grant and School Feeding Programme continue to exclude this vulnerable age group.[endnoteRef:30] To fully implement the ECCE Policy Framework, the government must ring-fence ECCE funding, ensuring it constitutes at least 15% of the total education budget as targeted[endnoteRef:31], and urgently extend public financing mechanisms to cover the 0-3 age cohort.  [28:  UNICEF. (2025). Child Protection Budget Brief 2025. Ghana Country Office.]  [29:  UNICEF. (2025). Child Protection Budget Brief 2025. Ghana Country Office. ]  [30:  Ministry of Finance. (2026). 2026 Budget Speech shows no specific provisions extending Capitation Grant or School Feeding Programme to ages 0-3 in crèches and nurseries, despite substantial increases for KG-level programs.
]  [31:  Ghana Education Service. (2024). Early Childhood Education Policy Framework. Ministry of Education, p. 12.
] 


SECTION 4: ECCE INFRASTRUCTURE AND TEACHER QUALITY
Response to Question 12(d)
Ghana has faced an acute infrastructure crisis in early childhood education that fundamentally denies access to thousands of children. National data indicates a deficit of 5,491 Kindergarten classroom blocks needed to achieve universal access.[endnoteRef:32] Government efforts to bridge this gap have been historically negligible; of the 1,171 KG classrooms planned under the Ministry of Education's program, only 90 were completed by 2018, representing a completion rate of less than 8%.[endnoteRef:33]Rehabilitation efforts were similarly stalled, with only 52 of 8,286 dilapidated basic school structures rehabilitated by 2018, less than 1% of the identified need.[endnoteRef:34] The 2026 budget signals a policy shift with allocation of GHS 2.0 billion specifically for construction of 200 new kindergartens, alongside 200 primary schools and 200 Junior High Schools, plus 400 places of convenience in underserved communities.[endnoteRef:35] However, even with this allocation, the 200 new KG classrooms represent only 3.6% of the total 5,491 classroom deficit, indicating that achieving universal access will require sustained multi-year investment. Additionally, 40% of public basic schools continue to experience overcrowded classrooms, affecting learning quality.[endnoteRef:36]  [32:  Alternative Report to CRC. (2024). Early Childhood Network Ghana. November 2024, p. 4-5. 
]  [33:  Alternative Report to CRC. (2024). Early Childhood Network Ghana. November 2024, p. 4.
]  [34:  Alternative Report to CRC. (2024). Early Childhood Network Ghana. November 2024, p. 4.]  [35:  Ministry of Finance. (2026). 2026 Budget Speech. Paragraph 468. "We have allocated an amount of GH¢2.0 billion for the construction of 200 new Junior High Schools, 200 new primary schools, 200 kindergartens, 400 4-unit teachers' bungalows and 400 places of convenience in underserved communities." ]  [36:  Ministry of Education. (2024). Programme Based Budget Estimates 2024-2025. Ghana.
] 

The quality of existing infrastructure is often poor, lacking essential Water, Sanitation, and Hygiene (WASH) facilities. Over 3,800 schools lack access to potable water, and more than 6,700 operate without functional toilets, creating unsafe and unhygienic environments for young children.[endnoteRef:37] Regional disparities are profound; the North East Region alone requires 150 KG classrooms and 5,000 pieces of age-appropriate furniture to meet minimum standards.[endnoteRef:38] There is a huge infrastructure gap between urban/rural and Northern/Southern regions when it comes to ECCE.[endnoteRef:39] For the 0-3 age group, there is a complete absence of data on infrastructure, reflecting their invisibility in national planning.  [37:  Ministry of Education. (2024). Programme Based Budget Estimates 2024-2025. Ghana.
]  [38:  North East Regional Education Office. (2024). Infrastructure Needs Assessment. Ghana Education Service.]  [39:  Alternative Report to CRC. (2024). Early Childhood Network Ghana. November 2024, p. 5. ] 

Simultaneously, the ECCE sector faces a teacher qualification crisis. As of November 2022, only 31% of primary level teachers (including KG) were certified in Early Childhood Education.[endnoteRef:40] Critically, no substantial efforts or strategies have been implemented since 2022 to improve this ECE certification rate, indicating stagnation in addressing this fundamental quality issue.[endnoteRef:41] This low certification rate is compounded by a high attrition rate of 7% annually, driven by poor remuneration and delayed salaries.[endnoteRef:42] Training opportunities are limited and generic; of the 10,000 teachers who received in-service training in 2024, the focus was primarily on English, Mathematics, and Science rather than specialized ECCE pedagogy.[endnoteRef:43] Despite the review of the Kindergarten and Primary 1-6 Curriculum in 2019, teachers have not been provided with regular opportunities to build their capacities to understand and effectively implement the standard curriculum.[endnoteRef:44]  [40:  Thrive Ghana Study. (2024). Teacher Qualification Analysis. December 2024.
]  [41:  Ghana Education Service. (2024). Programme Based Budget Estimates 2024-2025 and EMIS Data 2024 show no specific ECE teacher certification improvement programs implemented since 2022 baseline. Ministry of Education, Ghana.
]  [42: Ghana Education Service. (2024). Teacher Retention Strategy. Policy Brief. 
 ]  [43:  Ministry of Education. (2024). Programme Based Budget Estimates 2024-2025. Ghana.
]  [44:  Alternative Report to CRC. (2024). Early Childhood Network Ghana. November 2024, p. 5. ] 

A severe deployment imbalance exists, with qualified teachers concentrated in urban centers while rural schools rely heavily on untrained community volunteers or attendants. The teacher-pupil ratio stands at 1:30 nationally but varies significantly by region.[endnoteRef:45] The State lacks a comprehensive pre-service training plan specifically for ECCE, and in-service training is sporadic and often donor-dependent.[endnoteRef:46] An ICT Competency Framework was launched in June 2023 to enhance digital skills, though implementation remains limited by infrastructure constraints.[endnoteRef:47] Improving ECCE quality requires a twin-track approach: an accelerated infrastructure development plan to close the classroom deficit within five years, and a mandatory certification and incentive program to ensure every ECCE classroom is staffed by a qualified professional, regardless of location. [45:  Ghana Education Service. (2024). EMIS Data 2024. Ministry of Education.
]  [46:  Alternative Report to CRC. (2024). Early Childhood Network Ghana. November 2024, p. 6. ]  [47:  Ghana Education Service. (2023). ICT Competency Framework Launch. June 2023.
] 

SECTION 5: INCLUSIVE ECCE
Response to Question 12(c)
Implementation of inclusive education for young children with disabilities is severely lagging, characterized by minimal funding and limited coverage. The allocation of only 0.02% of the education budget to inclusive education in 2023 is grossly insufficient to meet the needs of the estimated 21% of children aged 5-17 who have functional difficulties.[endnoteRef:48] The 2026 budget, while allocating GHS 25 million for Free Tertiary Education for Persons Living with Disabilities and increasing the District Assembly Common Fund disability allocation from 3% to 5%[endnoteRef:49], contains no specific budget line for inclusive ECCE for children aged 0-8. There are no dedicated allocations for assistive devices for young children, accessible ECCE infrastructure, teacher training in inclusive practices for early childhood, or early screening and assessment programs.[endnoteRef:50] This tokenistic funding at the tertiary level while completely neglecting early childhood precludes the provision of essential early intervention support services, assistive devices, and accessible infrastructure where they are most impactful. The Inclusive Education Policy adopted in 2015 has faced major implementation challenges due to inadequate funding and lack of political will.[endnoteRef:51]  [48:  Ghana News Agency. (2023). Government allocation for inclusive education. International Day of Education Report.
]  [49:  Ministry of Finance. (2026). 2026 Budget Speech. Paragraph 467: "We have allocated GH¢25 million for Free Tertiary Education for Persons Living with Disabilities." Paragraph 409: "In 2026, government will increase allocation in the District Assembly Common Fund for people living with disability from 3 to 5 percent."
]  [50:  Ministry of Finance. (2026). 2026 Budget Speech. Paragraph 467: "We have allocated GH¢25 million for Free Tertiary Education for Persons Living with Disabilities." Paragraph 409: "In 2026, government will increase allocation in the District Assembly Common Fund for people living with disability from 3 to 5 percent."
]  [51:  Ministry of Finance. (2026). 2026 Budget Speech. Paragraph 467: "We have allocated GH¢25 million for Free Tertiary Education for Persons Living with Disabilities." Paragraph 409: "In 2026, government will increase allocation in the District Assembly Common Fund for people living with disability from 3 to 5 percent."
] 

Access gaps are evident in attendance data. While primary school attendance is 82% for children without difficulties, it drops to 80% for those with difficulties, and the gap widens significantly at the secondary level (44% vs 36%).[endnoteRef:52] This suggests that the education system fails to retain children with disabilities as they progress, highlighting a lack of supportive environments in early years foundation. Currently, only 379 schools nationwide are piloting inclusive education programs[endnoteRef:53], leaving the vast majority of children with disabilities without access to inclusive settings. Only 16 child welfare courts have been established out of the required coverage for all 16 regions.[endnoteRef:54]  [52:  Ministry of Finance. (2026). 2026 Budget Speech. Paragraph 467: "We have allocated GH¢25 million for Free Tertiary Education for Persons Living with Disabilities." Paragraph 409: "In 2026, government will increase allocation in the District Assembly Common Fund for people living with disability from 3 to 5 percent."
]  [53: Ministry of Finance. (2026). 2026 Budget Speech. Paragraph 467: "We have allocated GH¢25 million for Free Tertiary Education for Persons Living with Disabilities." Paragraph 409: "In 2026, government will increase allocation in the District Assembly Common Fund for people living with disability from 3 to 5 percent."  
]  [54:  UNICEF. (2025). Child Protection Budget Brief 2025. Ghana Country Office.] 

Crucially, there is no systematic early identification and assessment mechanism for children aged 0-8. The lack of coordination between health and education sectors means developmental delays are often identified too late for effective early intervention.[endnoteRef:55] Although the revised Inclusive Education Policy (2024) was in progress during the OHCHR dialogue in August 2024, with launch planned for the end of 2024[endnoteRef:56], its implementation has been delayed. The new Persons with Disabilities Act 2025 includes provisions requiring schools to provide inclusive education, accessible materials, and reasonable accommodations.[endnoteRef:57] Furthermore, assistive technologies and accessible infrastructure for young children are virtually non-existent in mainstream ECCE centers. Limited availability of sign language interpreters, Braille materials primarily in specialized schools, and inadequate wheelchair accessibility constrain access.[endnoteRef:58] To realize the right to education for all children, the government must scale inclusive ECCE programs beyond pilot phases to universal coverage and increase the specific budget allocation to at least 2% of the education budget.  [55:  Thrive Ghana Study. (2024). Children with disabilities in Ghanaian kindergartens: Headteachers' perspectives. December 2024. ]  [56:  OHCHR. (2024). Experts of the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities Ghana Dialogue. August 20, 2024.
]  [57:  LinkedIn. (2025). Ghana Persons with Disabilities Act 2025. Legal Analysis.]  [58:  Alternative Report to CRC. (2024). Early Childhood Network Ghana. November 2024, p. 6-7. 
] 

SECTION 6: RECOMMENDATIONS
1. Develop and operationalize a comprehensive regulatory framework specifically for the 0-3 age group to close the current oversight gap that would have a cross-ministerial ECCE Coordination Unit.
2. Ring-fence a minimum of 15% of the total education budget specifically for ECCE, consistent with the target set in the Early Childhood Education Policy. While the 2026 budget shows positive trajectory with GHS 43.2 billion for education sector, specific ECCE earmarking remains essential. 
3. Sustain and accelerate the infrastructure development momentum demonstrated in the 2026 budget (200 new KGs with GHS 2.0 billion) to construct the remaining 5,291 required KG classroom blocks within a five-year timeline, requiring continued annual commitments. 
4. Prioritize the installation of child-appropriate WASH facilities in all ECCE settings, building on the 2026 allocation for 400 places of convenience, to ensure comprehensive health and safety coverage. 
5. Establish and fund a systematic, nationwide early screening and intervention referral system for children aged 0-8, linking health and education sectors for timely identification and support. This should include teacher training in inclusive practices and special need identification for all ECCE practitioners.
.
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