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Observatori del Sistema Penal i els Drets Humans

Av. Diagonal 684 (Aula 23, Desp. 1)

08034 Barcelona
Tel./Fax (34) 934 03 96 72

E-mail: observsp@ub.edu

Website: www.ub.es/ospdh
IÑAKI RIVERA BEIRAS, Profesor of Penal and Penitentiary Law of the University of Barcelona, Director of the Observatory of the Penal System and Human Rights at the same University, wants to explain to the United Nations Committee of Humans Rights the following facts concerning situation in the Penitentiary Catalan Administration (of the Department of Justice of the catalan government).

ABSTRACT: This Penitentiary Administration doesn’t permit visits to inmates to those Human Rights organizations who denounced torture and ill-treatment.

I)

On 30 April 2004, 26 inmates were tortured in the Quatre Camins Prison of Barcelona. We, the Director of the Observatory of the Penal System and Human Rights of the University of Barcelona, professor Iñaki Rivera Beiras and Professor Monica Aranda, Secretary of this Observatory, visited these inmates in different Catalan jails.

In every interview we were taking note of those who told us. We could not take pictures because we could not take any camera, but we could see in their bodies the consequences of what happened.

Completed the first visit, we send all the information that we had to the Penitentiary Administration, the Judge of Surveillance, The ombudsman, The European Committee against Torture of the Council of Europe and the Bar Association of Barcelona.

After a few days of our visit some prisoners wrote to tell us that they had been threatened by officials that they should not return to talk to us, saying things like "they go but you still here".

II)

Penitentiary Administration conducted an investigation but it was closed without any sanction. The Administration issued an order stablishing that any matter be referred by the Observatory becoming to Inspection Service.

Some inmates decided to denounce oficials by ill-treatment. After 10 years the catalan Court condemned 9 penitentiary offcials by torture and recently, in April 2015 the Supreme Court of Spain ratified the first resolution. One inmate JOSÉ ANTUNEZ BECERRA was one of the principal who denounce official by ill-treatment and all of these years he continued in jail with a lot of consequences as a result of his denounce.

In their defense, the oficials declared in Court that our allegations were false and that prisoners were coerced by us. Obviously it was demonstrated that was not true.

After this, we asked entering prison to develop a research, interviews for prisoners and officials, but the Administration denied our access claiming that we weren’t a cooperation institution.

III)

Two years later, some inmates wrote to us explaining that they were suffering abuse and ill treatment in another catalan prision. This time, we Iñaki Rivera and Mónica Aranda again could come to visit them, 5 inmates. We interviewed them separately and all of them coincided in the statement of facts, places, officials and forms.

We made the same as in all the cases, our Protocol is public in our website. So we sent the results of our interviews to the same institutions. After more than 2 weeks noone visited this inmates, no one from the Administration, no one from the Judge of Surveillance...... So we decided to make a press conference denouncing these facts publicly.

Just 2 days later we should visit an inmate, we had already scheduled this visit, but to our surprise, when we phoned to the prison in order to inform about the hour of our visit they comunicated us that our visited was denied by the Administration. 

After many requests by us finally Administration issued a general denial order to any Catalan prison (the resolution about this denial order was signed by other General Director of catalan prison, Mr. ALBERT BATLLE in 2007).

IV)

In 2014 the Director of the Observatory can talked with Mr. JOSÉ ANTUNEZ BECERRA and he could explain many violations of human rights and he announced the beginning of a hunger strike as a consequence of his situation.

In January 2015, Mr. ANTUNEZ BECERRA asked the actual General Director of Catalan Prison, Mr. PERE SOLER CAMPINS for a new visit because he wants to speak with prof. Rivera in order to denounce again his bad situation. 

Inmediatly, Iñaki Rivera, asked to visit Mr. ANTUNEZ BECERRA. When he was talking with the person of the administration she said that she couldn’t authorize the communication because in the computer system appeared an alarm  that would have prohibited entry for him in any catalan Prison. The prison’s Director told him that  he had no problem with him to visit the prisoner but the order came from the General Director.

Iñaki Rivera tried to contact with General Director many days, by phone, by mail, but he never received an answer, it was impossible. The Observatory denounced this situation to the Judge of Surveillance, to the penitentiary administration, to the Ombudsman and to the Department of Justice. 

V)

The inmate, Mr. ANTUNEZ BECERRA began his hunger strike and he didn’t ate nothing during 65 days. During this extreme situation, Ilaki Rivera 

-
tries many times to speaks with General Director of prisons, Mr. PERE SOLER 
CAMPIS;

-
denounced again this situation to the Judge of Surveillance;

-
denounced this also to the Catalan Ombudsman;

-
also to the Comission of Justice and Humans Rights of the Parliament of 
Cataluña;

-
also to the European Committee against Torture of the Council of Europe;

-
also to the Special Rappourter of Torture of the United Nations;

-
the European Prison Observatory also present a Public Declaration (I add it 
here).

Penitentiary legislation in Spain establishes that the intervention of communications  can only be done in exceptional cases and for safety reasons, treatment or good order of the prison.  At the moment we have nothing in writing so we have no idea of the legal reason, unless there is a political reason, obviously, they do not inform us.

VI)

On May 2015, the General Director signed another resolution with another denial order to visit MR. ANTUNEZ BECERRA.

Finally the inmate finished his hunger strike but we can not saw him until today. His family also ask many times the authorization for us to visit him but always the answer of the General Director was the same.

*    *    *    *

In order to finish, we can not accept this behavior of the Catalan penitentiary Adminsitration. As the Committee of Human Rights can see, this example is the evidence of the consequences for Human Rights organizations which work in the field of denounce cases of tortures.

Barcelona, June 1, 2015

Prof. Dr. Iñaki Rivera Beiras
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