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INTRODUCTION
The Argentine Committee for the Follow-up and Application of the International Convention on the Rights of the Child (CASACIDN) is a coalition of civil society organizations that work to promote the rights of children and adolescents in Argentina. This organization is recognized as a national federation and coalition of Civil Society Organizations in support of the United Nations Children's Rights Committee, being founders of the Latin American and Caribbean Network for the Rights of Children and Adolescents (REDLAMYC), in currently members of the platform Weaving Children's Networks of Latin America and the Caribbean,  #TejiendoRedesInfancia Platform. Organizations  that make up CASACIDN: Grandmothers of Plaza de Mayo; AABA (Association of Lawyers of Buenos Aires), Aldeas Infantiles ; APDH Childhood Commission; ADENI,  Amanecer Association, Jurists Association, ACJ (Young Christian Association), RAZONAR Association,  College of Psychoanalysts, Childhood Cause, CEDEM, FAT Toxicological Aid Fund; Equal Rights, , Isegoría, La Casona de los Barriletes, LatinLab,  Lihuen Association, Pharos; SAP Argentine Society of Pediatrics , Scouts,  San José Workshop. Adherents. Argentine Campaign against all kinds of Violence, ATE Ramallo. 


QUESTIONS TO THE ARGENTINE STATE LOOKING  FORWARD  TO SOLVING URGENT AND ESTRUCTURAL PROBLEMS .
1. What measures have been implemented to advance in the process of universalizing social protection coverage for children and adolescents? What obstacles persist and which groups of the child population do they mainly affect? What measures have been taken to guarantee the right to survival, food and care of girls and boys from indigenous communities, and especially in the context of the COVID 19 pandemic? ¿How does gender violence affect girls and adolescents from indigenous communities and what measures have been adopted?

2. What have been the measures to comply and guarantee that it is applied throughout the country, and in eachone of the provincesaccess to Comprehensive Sex Education at all levels of compulsory education for girls boys? What have been the measures to guarantee education in the pandemic, and what have been the learnings of this period to improve teaching, its modalities and the way in which girls and boys can learn? How were leisure and play spaces defined in the teaching modalities adopted, in what way can "recess" be guaranteed appropriate to the new educational contexts?[footnoteRef:1]. What actions can be carried out to increase the education of girls and boys from early childhood in the knowledge of their rights to accompany the process of building citizenship[footnoteRef:2]and its full active exercise from childhood? [1: Proposal and request of the workshops for girls and boys.]  [2: Proposals arising from the findings of the situation narrated by girls and boys.] 



3. What progress has been made in relation to the creation and implementation of a national system for the production of data and analysis of information on the situation of children in our country, which covers all the categories of rights contemplated by the CRC? Does the system created have indicators to address the gender approach and intersectionalities? What is the situation reflected by the existing data on violence and its modalities on girls and boys in Argentina?

4. What improvements have been made in the local forces of the protection system and in the areas of the administration of justice to ensure the right of children and adolescents to be heard? What are the mechanisms that were incorporated to improve care conditions and modalities and how is this transformation planned? Have consultations been held with specialized civil society organizations within the framework of these transformation and adaptation processes?

5. Through what measures has the comprehensive rights protection system been strengthened? How much has state investment increased in that area? What is the investment at the local level? What is the degree of professionalization of the people who work in said system? What instances of training and ongoing training have been implemented? Have the labor contracting systems for personnel and human resources improved to avoid rotations and de-hierarchization of the professionals who serve girls and boys both at the national and local levels? Have periodic trainings been implemented to monitor and review actions and practices, especially to what extent they affect the rights of girls and boys, locally as well as nationally? Has regular training been implemented to monitor and review the actions and practices, especially to what extent affect the rights of girls and boys, and if there is any supervision of civil society to monitor and dialogue on the action of the service at the local level?

6. What instances of training and specific training on the rights of children and adolescents have been carried out for the security forces?

7. What instances of training and specific training on the rights of children and adolescents have been carried out in the administration of justice in Argentina at the national level and in the provinces, both at the level of the magistracies, teams and operators to eradicate the cultural matrix of old paradigms linked to patriarchy, androcentrism,  adulcentrism, and discrimination based on gender, and on the various forms of violence experienced by vulnerable groups?

8. What were the measures to guarantee access to technologies for girls and boys, and how is it guaranteed to address the barriers and gaps in access and use, especially for boys and girls who make up groups with structural inequalities?


[bookmark: _Toc81196192][bookmark: _Toc81228602]ANEXO  I  :  CONTENT OF THE REPORT
In the report presented below, the state of the situation of children in Argentina is described by observing the degree of adequacy of the current regulatory framework, policies and practices to the provisions of the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC). ). To this end, taking into account the Concluding Observations on the combined fifth and sixth periodic reports of Argentina, prepared by the Committee on the Rights of the Child (CRC)[footnoteRef:3], those spheres of rights are adressed in respect of the Committee and if it considers that urgent measures must be adopted. [3: CRC/C/ARG/CO/5-6. Convention on the Rights of the Child, October 1, 2018.] 

These are: the right to survival and development (para. 16); torture and institutional violence (para. 22); juvenile justice (para. 44); sexual exploitation and abuse (para. 25); children deprived of a family environment (para. 28); the standard of living (para. 36). In turn, these spheres are ordered following the structure proposed by the enumerated rights of the CDN.
Based on this content structure, the analysis particularly intensifies regarding some persistent problematic nucleus such as inequality gaps in childhood: geographic asymmetries, childhood and adolescence in poverty, indigenous children, migrant children, children with disabilities. Other relevant issues about the situation of children that need to be placed on the agenda are also addressed. Among them we point out: the situation of girls and adolescent women; childhood and adolescence in times of COVID-19; and inequality gaps in the use of information and communication technologies (TICs).
All this, taking into account the available data. It is intended that the information presented here, serve as an input for the preparation of the CASACIDN Report before the Committee (CRC); allows understanding the situation of children in the country, identifying the main obstacles and barriers that affect the fulfillment of the rights of children and adolescents; as well as guide recommendations, good practices and point out pending challenges.
Finally, synthesizing , the main critical knots observed are presented and some questions aimed at providing solutions to them are displayed.
In relation to the methodology, the report gathers the opinion of the organizations of civil society that make up CASACIDN, acknowledging their perspectives, knowledge and experiences acquired. It also includes the voices of a group of girls and boys, and of the CASACIDN adolescent network, who participated in different consultation spaces and contributed their opinions on different topics. To this end, workshops were held that allowed for exchange, reflection and contributions.
The sources of knowledge used are diverse. Among the main ones we point out: current legislation and regulations, government reports on the application of the CRC and its Optional Protocols, official documents on government policies, statistics and national budgets, reports and data published by international and regional organizations of the United Nations, academic research, reports from organizations specializing in the subject, journalistic notes. As an additional source, the Concluding Observations issued by the CRC, mentioned above, are used.
[bookmark: _Toc81196193][bookmark: _Toc81228603]ANALYSIS OF THE INFORMATION
[bookmark: _Toc81196194][bookmark: _Toc81228604]General principles (arts. 2, 3, 6 and 12). Right to life, survival and development
Committee observations:Deep concern about the high infant mortality rate in some provinces due to lack of adequate health care services, including prenatal care for pregnant women without health insurance, poverty and inadequate nutrition. It urges the State party to redouble its efforts to eradicate the root causes of infant mortality, especially in the most vulnerable families, in particular those living in indigenous communities and remote areas. 
Deep concern about the increase in the number of cases of suicide and self-inflicted injuries, in particular among children in detention. Urges the State party to carry out a comprehensive assessment of the magnitude and causes of suicides, with a view to adopting a preventive policy; and take effective measures to address the effects of the detention environment on children's mental health and to prevent suicide by children in detention.

· Child mortality:
In 2019, the infant mortality rate in Argentina was 9.2 per 1,000 infants born. Although this rate has been declining for more than a decade (with the exception of 2018, which was 8.8), there are still significant gaps between provinces, registering a rate of 13.6 for Formosa and at the opposite extreme, a rate of 5.4 for Neuquén (MSyDSN, 2021).

· Maternal mortality[footnoteRef:4] [4: According to the WHO definition, maternal mortality is the death of a woman while pregnant or within 42 days of termination of pregnancy due to any cause related to the pregnancy or aggravated by the pregnancy itself or its care. .] 

In recent years, in our country, a decrease in the incidence of maternal mortality has been observed. However, social conditions continue to be determining factors in the deaths of women and adolescents. The main causes are associated with the socioeconomic and health vulnerability of women and adolescents from the lowest strata. In this framework, abortion constitutes the third simple cause and explains 13% of maternal deaths that occurred in 2018 (UNICEF, 2020).[footnoteRef:5]. The sanctioned law of Voluntary Interruption of Pregnancy 2020 seeks to give a resolution to this problem. [5: Maternal mortality due to abortion highlights the lack of access to the Legal Interruption of Pregnancy (ILE), a right already recognized by the current legal framework in Argentina for more than 100 years).] 

In relation to the mortality risks of a pregnant woman, these are different depending on her province of residence. Analyzing the causes of neonatal deaths, 53% of deaths are due to reducible causes, preferably in pregnancy and due to treatment in the newborn. This is related to inequities in the functioning of the health system and its asymmetries in the distribution of resources between jurisdictions (which involves inequalities in spending per capita, inhabitants per bed, distribution and professional composition of human resources in health). In addition, 44% of children and adolescents do not have social security, prepaid or state plans.

· Adolescent mortality:
In Argentina, the risk or probability of dying in adolescence is greater for men than for women. According to data published by the Ministry of Health (2021), in 2018 the adolescent mortality rate for both sexes was 4.5 per 10,000 inhabitants. Within the age group of 10 to 19 years, accidents and suicides are the main causes of death (preventable external causes) and explain six out of every ten deaths. In turn, among deaths from external causes, suicide represents 24.6% of deaths, that is, 1 in 4 deaths from external causes are suicides, making it the second leading cause of death among adolescents in the country (MSyDN- UNICEF, 2021).

According to data published by UNICEF (2021), the average rate of suicide among adolescents between the ages of 10 and 19 is 6.4 (self-inflicted injuries) per hundred thousand inhabitants. This rate shows a sustained growth trend in recent years, and although it is adolescent women who register more suicide attempts, men are the ones who carry it out the most. Comparing the data by provinces, significant gaps are observed with rates that differ widely between regions. The highest rates are registered in the provinces of the NOA (especially in Catamarca, Salta and Jujuy, and reach values ​​of up to 19.3 suicides per 100 thousand inhabitants), on the contrary, the provinces of the center of the country and Patagonia present the rates lower than the general average. About, It is important to note that in some jurisdictions the incidence of this phenomenon could be underestimated, due to limitations in the registries, which report high percentages of deaths due to undetermined intentionality. This raises the need to introduce improvements in the information registration and analysis systems that allow identifying how many of these intentional deaths correspond to unregistered suicides. This will help achieve a better characterization of the phenomenon and guide strategies to reduce morbidity and mortality from these causes.

The relevance of suicide in adolescence constitutes a public health problem that cuts across all social sectors and needs to be addressed as a priority on the public policy agenda for this age group. In some populations or specific groups in vulnerable contexts, a prevalence of this problem can be observed. This is the case of adolescents deprived of liberty, LGBTIQ people, among others. Unfortunately, there is no data available that allow these particularities to be observed and their evolution to be analysed.

[bookmark: _Toc81228605][bookmark: _Toc81196195]b) Violence against children (arts. 19, 24 (para. 3), 28 (para. 2), 34, 37 a) and 39).
[bookmark: _Toc81228606]b1) Torture and institutional violence

Committee observations:Deeply concerned about: overcrowding and poor living conditions in juvenile detention centers and prisons, which can lead to torture or cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment of children; the reports of acts of violence perpetrated by members of the federal and provincial security forces during police detention, often against children and adolescents in situations of social exclusion, and of the disproportionate use of force against children and adolescents by agents of the order, including in schools, together with the justification for such measures; the high rate of impunity and the low number of prosecutions and convictions of perpetrators of violence against children in public care institutions and detention centers;



· Arrests and police violence against children and adolescents
The violence performed by the security forces against children and adolescents constitutes a violation of human rights, and its prevention and protection must be a priority within the state agenda of any government. The acts of institutional violence of high, medium and low intensity, are exercised mainly against adolescents in situations of socio-economic vulnerability, who live in popular neighborhoods, towns and settlements, or are homeless.
“In Argentina there is still a discriminatory and stigmatizing look on the part of the security forces and society in general towards adolescents and youth, especially from vulnerable sectors, where they continue to consider dangerous subjects without being able to realize that in reality we are in danger before the growth of institutional and state violence.”[footnoteRef:6] [6: CASACIDN Teen Network] 

In our country, to date, there is no specific national registry that unifies and centralizes all the data on torture and ill-treatment against adolescents. In addition to the problems of underreporting that are intrinsic to the reporting difficulties that crimes of state violence entail, there are problems of quality, reliability, and comparability of the data produced by the different registries and information systems available in each jurisdiction.
According to the latest report published by the National Commission for the Prevention of Torture (CNPT, 2021), corresponding to the year 2020, of the total number of victims of torture, mistreatment and related figures identified (169 in absolute numbers), 8 % corresponds to adolescents, 93% are men and the remaining 7% women. According to the database of the Registry of Institutional Violence (OAJ-DNI-UNICEF, 2020), the place where acts of violence reported by adolescents predominantly occur is the public space (on the street, on public transport or in open spaces such as parks, vacant lots). However, there is also a high percentage of victims of acts of violence by security forces that occurred in homes as part of the massive raids in neighborhoods.
The vast majority of reported acts of violence occur at the time of contact with the security forces. Among the practices that are repeated in these circumstances, the 'verdugueo' stands out in the form of insults and discrimination and the imposition of orders such as “take off your jacket”, when the young person is handcuffed and then they break it; or the order “shut your mouth” from a policeman, while another asks him his name and when he says it, the young man receives a slap in the face “for disobeying”; hair pulling and blows with an open hand that are not noticed in the verification of injuries. The types of violence that predominate are: threats/intimidation, insults/humiliating treatment and arbitrary searches; it is followed by hitting, violent reduction techniques and pushing; thirdly, irregular and/or violent raids, manipulation/implantation of evidence, informal detentions -on public roads, surveillance checkpoints or patrol cars; and finally, as an extreme form, shooting with firearms (MPFN, 2020).

[bookmark: _Toc81228607]b2) Juvenile Justice

In our country, the regulatory and institutional framework for juvenile criminal justice is ruled by National Law No. 26,601/2005 on Comprehensive Protection of the Rights of Children and Adolescents, the Minority Criminal Regime, Decree Law No. 22,278, and a set of international instruments for the protection of the human rights of children with constitutional hierarchy and binding for the Argentine State[footnoteRef:7]. [7: These include: the American Convention, the Declarations on the Rights of the Child of 1924 and 1959, the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, and the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights of 1966, the Convention on the Rights of the Child of 1989 (CRC or Convention), the Beijing Rules, the Havana Rules, the Rules on Non-custodial Measures (Tokyo Rules of 1990) and the United Nations Guidelines for the Prevention of Juvenile Delinquency (Riyadh Rules of 1990).] 

The aforementioned Decree Law regulates the intervention of the State against children and adolescents who allegedly commit a crime, together with the National Criminal Procedure Code. This is a norm of the last military dictatorship, which is not in accordance with the provisions of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, insofar as it legitimizes the deprivation of liberty of girls and boys over 16 years of age as a measure of protection. , even when they are not punishable. In this regard, the Argentine State has been condemned by the Inter-American Court on two occasions, demanding the sanction of a Juvenile Criminal Responsibility Law in accordance with international standards.
Despite the recommendations of the Committee on the Rights of the Child, the Human Rights Council and the two rulings of the Inter-American Court, Argentina has still not put in place a system of juvenile criminal responsibility that complies with the mandate of the CRC in its art. 12, 37 and 40, among others. In this way, the Penal Regime for Minors continues to be in force, which is an example of the legislation of the irregular situation system. It does not recognize children and adolescents as subjects of rights, criminalizes poverty and regulates a regime that is contrary to the rights and substantive and procedural guarantees of a penal system of a democratic State.
Within the juvenile penal system, there are two different types of devices: the Closed Regime Socio-educational Centers (for the application of custodial measures imposed on adolescents under 18 years of age) and the Restricted Liberty Socio-educational Residences (aimed at compliance with of restrictive measures of freedom). According to the Report of the Attorney General of the Nation, in the case of socio-educational centers, contrary to their name, "they are prisons for children and adolescents and not places for their resocialization." Arbitrary, degrading and humiliating practices are present in most searches, disciplinary sanctions are discretionary, without notification to the courts and without minimum guarantees. Complaint mechanisms or petitions to the authorities continue to be slow and ineffective, and there are no adequate and safe specific complaint procedures for cases of abuse and violence (PPN, 2018). According to information collected by UNICEF - CENEP (2018), in the country as a whole, 30.7% of those surveyed indicated that they had received some type of mistreatment within the framework of deprivation of liberty. 60.6% of the abuse was verbal (yelling, insults), 58.1% physical (hitting, pushing), 33.5% corresponds to psychological abuse (execution, discrimination), 21.3% , isolation from partners and theft of belongings and 16.1%, includes unacceptable practices such as deprivation of food. 7% of those surveyed indicated that they had received some type of mistreatment within the framework of deprivation of liberty. 60.6% of the abuse was verbal (yelling, insults), 58.1% physical (hitting, pushing), 33.5% corresponds to psychological abuse (execution, discrimination), 21.3% , isolation from partners and theft of belongings and 16.1%, includes unacceptable practices such as deprivation of food. 
Likewise, the lack of production of systematic and reliable information by state agencies that intervene directly in the deprivation of liberty of children and adolescents is highly worrying, given the great vulnerability that characterizes this group and the extreme need to ensure the protection of their rights.
According to the National Survey of Juvenile Penal Devices and their Population, (SENNAF – UNICEF, 2020), there are 2,221 adolescents up to and including 17 years of age, institutionalized in juvenile penal devices throughout the country (either in liberty restriction establishments or under penal measures in territory). Of this total, 89.8% are between 16 and 17 years old, that is, they are punishable according to current legislation, and 10.2% are under 16 years old and therefore are not punishable based on age. When analyzing the information of the total population in juvenile penal devices according to the type of device, 80.1% of the adolescents are included in a penal measure in the territory (4,085); 2.4% are in liberty restriction establishments (124) and 17,5% are in liberty deprivation establishments (895).

· The situation of female adolescents in the criminal justice system
Despite the fact that, in our country, the number of adolescent women who are under the juvenile penal system is very low, their deprivation of liberty is affected by multiple disadvantages in terms of detention conditions, judicial and social interventions and attention to their basic rights. An analysis of the juvenile criminal justice system with a gender perspective is essential, which makes it possible to make visible and counteract the differentiated impacts that it produces for women and men.
Inside penal institutions, the double condition of "women" and "adolescents" aggravates the situations of discrimination and violence that they face on a daily basis since incarceration. The labor and recreational activities of the penitentiary services reproduce patriarchal stereotypes through a training offer that is limited to sewing workshops, cooking, hairdressing, etc. Comprehensive health care is also deficient, neglecting annual gynecological check-ups for adolescents and compatible with high rates of early motherhood, generally associated with low levels of contraceptive use and lack of information on sex education. (Oliva Gerstner, 2019).

· COVID-19
In the context of the health emergency due to the COVID 19 pandemic, arranged throughout the national territory, adolescents deprived of liberty were exposed to various effects on their rights. Among others we mention, greater isolation, suspension of visits and lack of communication with their relatives (which in turn implies the lack of elements that they provide them such as food, hygiene items, clothing, telephone cards, etc.), suspension of labor workshops and access to education (PPN, 2020). This situation gave rise to various presentations and consultations by the Official Public Defender and co-head of the Commission for Monitoring the Institutional Treatment of Children and Adolescents of the Office of the General Defender of the Nation, as well as by the Penitentiary Attorney of the Nation and the National Defender of Rights of Girls, Boys and Adolescents, in order to ensure the effective compliance with the right to communication of young people in a confinement context.

[bookmark: _Toc81196196][bookmark: _Toc81228608]b3) Sexual exploitation and abuse
Committee observations: It remains concerned about the high incidence of sexual abuse against children, particularly in the family environment. It points to target 16.2 of the Sustainable Development Goals, relating to ending abuse, exploitation, trafficking and all forms of violence and torture against children.

Despite the fact that, in our country, sexual abuse against children and adolescents constitutes the third cause of separation of children from their family environment and admission to alternative care programs, there is no public body that systematizes at the level national data from the different institutions working on this issue. The available information is scattered, overlapping and fragmentary. There are records in hospitals and health centers, criminal statistics that do not distinguish by gender or by the age of the victims, organizations for the comprehensive protection of the rights of children and adolescents that attend to a large amount of demand, but do not have systems of centralized information, lines of attention and complaint of the problem, but estimating the quantitative dimention of this problematic it remains being a challenge.
In any case, even with the limitation of the existing data, the evidence of the high levels reached by sexual abuse against children and adolescents, as well as the number of pregnancies and forced maternity of children between the ages of 10 and 14 (associated frequently to situations of sexual abuse and coercion), show the magnitude and seriousness of the problem and demand effective responses and priority attention from the Argentine State.
Pregnancy in girls and adolescents under 15 years of age is largely associated with abusive situations, sexual violence and vulnerability due to lack of access to health services and protection of effective rights. It is estimated that seven out of ten pregnancies in adolescents between 15 and 19 years old and nine out of ten pregnancies in girls under 15 are unintentional and, in this last group, the vast majority are the result of sexual abuse and rape. Although, in our country, the adolescent fertility rate has decreased and more for late adolescence than for early adolescence, challenges associated with inequity and unintended pregnancies still persist. In the provinces of Northeast Argentina (NEA) there are up to six times more births per 1,000 women aged 10 to 19 than in the center or south of the country (UNICEF, 2021).
According to data provided by Fiscalnet, during 2018, 2,700 acts of sexual abuse and corruption of minors were recorded. Almost 40% had minors as victims (at least 33% affected children and adolescents under 13 years of age). As for the most extreme cases, a total of 355 violations were identified for that year(UFEM, 2019).

In relation to the information published by the Victims Against Violence Program (UNICEF, 2020), between the months of October 2019 and September 2020[footnoteRef:8], it is observed that: [8: The data collected by the “Victims against Violence” Program are records of calls at the national level, received through the National Line 137, for consultation and guidance and/or interventions in cases of urgency and emergency in the face of the communication of any case. domestic or sexual violence.] 


· Of the total number of child and adolescent victims (5,899), 45% were victims of family violence and 55% of sexual violence.
· Of the 3,249 children and adolescent victims of sexual violence registered during the period, 1.7% had some type of disability (56 victims in total).
· The older the age, the greater the number of female victims of sexual violence with disabilities. In male victims, the opposite happens.
· 37% of cases of sexual violence against children and adolescents occurred in the home. Within these cases, 92.4% happened in the home of the victim or the aggressor, and 7.6%, in that of a family member.
· In sexual violence, 80.5% of child and adolescent victims were attacked by a family member or acquaintance.
· 
The protection and guarantee of girls, boys and adolescents to a life without violence unfailingly demands that the detection and approach of sexual abuse, the prevention and/or interruption of forced pregnancies, and the restitution of rights to the victims, be considered by the Argentine State as priority nuclei of public policy intervention. Likewise, strengthening community networks and civil society organizations, specifically those oriented to the protection of the rights of children and adolescents and the rights of women, can contribute to multiplying the channels of denunciation and the visibility of the problematic.

· Violence against girls and adolescent women
The different forms of violence exercised against children and adolescents mainly affect the female gender. In cases of family violence in all age ranges of children and adolescent victims, the highest percentage is female (65.3%), marking a pronounced difference between genders in the age range of 12 to 17 years: from Of the total number of children and adolescents who were victims of family violence, 29.5% were between 12 and 17 years old, of which 20.2% corresponded to female adolescents. In addition, in this period, 6 transgender victims of family violence were registered, of which 5 were 17 years old (UNICEF, MJyDDHH, 2020).
According to data from the Office of Domestic Violence of the Supreme Court of Justice of the Nation, during the year 2020, 31% of the people evaluated for acts of domestic violence were children and adolescents (2,983 in total). Between 0 and 10 years, boys were more affected than girls. From the age of 11 this trend is reversed and the highest proportion of victims were women. Among the people affected, 29% are children and adolescents with some type of disability (OVD, 2021)[footnoteRef:9]. [9: The Office of Domestic Violence (OVD) depends on the Supreme Court of Justice of the Nation. It deals exclusively with cases of domestic violence and human trafficking for the purpose of sexual exploitation or exploitation of prostitution. It works in an interdisciplinary manner 24 hours a day, every day of the year. It receives spontaneous presentations, cases derived from police stations, hospitals and civil society organizations.] 

Sexual violence is the one that affects girls and adolescent women in greater proportion. Of the total of 3,249 victims of sexual violence treated between 2019 and 2020, 80.2% were female (8 out of 10 victims) and 0.1% were transgender. In most cases it was sexual violence committed by a family member or by a person from the victim's known environment (80.5%) and in 83.3% it was male aggressors (UNICEF, MJyDDHH, 2020).
The most extreme gender violence against women is the one that ends in femicide. Although the main direct victims are adult women, a high percentage of children and adolescents are also affected by this violence. According to the National Registry of Femicides of the Supreme Court of Justice of the Nation, during the year 2020, 251 femicides were registered. Of the direct victims, 24 were girls or adolescents. At least 216 children and adolescents were in charge of the victims of femicide (OM, 2020).

· Violence against migrant children and adolescents
According to the sample of the report on Voices of children and adolescents in contexts of poverty and human mobility in Argentina, there is a worrying lack of knowledge of Line 102. 64% do not know it or know what it is for, and 10% knows, but does not know what it is for. On the other hand, girls and adolescent women are the ones who express the greatest fear or have suffered some type of violence on networks and the Internet (UNICEF, 2020).
· Violence against children and adolescents in the school environment
In regards bullying, more than 60% of students have insulted, threatened or assaulted their classmates.Regarding the existence of violent conflicts or discrimination in schools, 24% of students perceive situations of discrimination due to physical aspects and 19% due to personal or family characteristics such as religion, nationality, gender condition or disability. Situations of threats or aggression between students or through social networks are reported by a smaller proportion of young people, since 10% indicate that this type of event occurs in their schools. 46.8% of the students believe that issues related to gender violence have to be studied in depth (APRENDER, 2019).
COVID-19
Since the beginning of mandatory preventive social isolation (ASPO), calls have increased by 48% compared to the period between October 2019 and March 19 of the current year. The increase in calls was mainly concentrated in those of family violence, which increased by 50 percent. Total violence in digital environments increased by 148.2% year-on-year. 29.4% of the cases of violence were in digital environments -social networks and/or instant messaging applications- (UNICEF, 2020). The use of children and adolescents in pornography increased by 522.5%, while Grooming increased by 124%. This form of violence represents 6.6% of all types of violence (UNICEF, MJyDDHH, 2019).

[bookmark: _Toc81196197][bookmark: _Toc81228609]c) Family environment and alternative care modalities (arts. 5, 9, 11, 18 (paragraphs 1 and 2), 20, 21, 25 and 27 (paragraph 4)). Boys and girls deprived of a family environment
Committee observations: Deep concern about the unacceptable living conditions, mistreatment and abuse and violence suffered by children in alternative care centers, which especially affect children with disabilities. It recommends that the State party increase the resources allocated to activities aimed at preventing the separation of children from their families and ensure adequate support and assistance, including grants and professional support, in particular for disadvantaged or marginalized families.
In Argentina, alternative care measures for children and adolescents are legally supported by National Law No. 26,061/2005 and the National Civil and Commercial Code. Likewise, all current provincial laws make specific mention of the right of the child population to family life and have adapted their guidelines to national regulations, underlining the priority of alternative family care policies aimed at the "deinstitutionalization" of children. and adolescents separated from their families of origin[footnoteRef:10]. [10: To delve into the current regulatory plan, see UNICEF (2018), p. twenty-one.] 

Despite advances in the regulatory framework, the lack of reliable, updated and systematized official data on children and adolescents who are separated from their family environment is still a debt in our country. Except for academic research or specific surveys (among them, we highlight the reports of UNICEF Argentina), it is not possible to access unified and continuous records on the child population that is living in alternative institutional or residential care devices, with exceptional protection measures of rights.[footnoteRef:11]. [11: Defined by art.39 of Law No.º26,061, the exceptional rights protection measures are those that are adopted when all comprehensive protection measures have been exhausted and when the separation of children and adolescents from their family environment is essential to guarantee their integrity. Its objective is the restitution and reparation of violated rights. They are measures limited in time and can only be prolonged while the causes that gave rise to them persist.] 

Among the main tensions and obstacles that demand priority attention on this problem by the State, we mention:
· The scarcity of resources and the weakness of its institutional structures (which is reflected in the precarious hiring conditions of the professionals, the insufficient training of the personnel, the deficient monitoring and supervision processes).
· The great diversity and heterogeneity of the quality of public and private alternative care programs, devices and strategies.
· The constant extension of the terms of the separation measures.
· The referral of prolonged foster care in adoption applications.
· The difficulties of articulating the programs with the judiciary and with the families of origin, as a strategy for the restitution of rights.
According to data published by Unicef ​​(2021), as of August 31, 2017, 9,096 children and adolescents were without parental care. The causes of separation of adult caregivers are mainly due to violence and mistreatment (45.8%), followed by abandonment (37.5%) and sexual abuse (12.5%). 89% of the exceptional protection measures are taken by the enforcement agencies of the Executive Power and only 11% by the Judiciary, which shows a consolidation in the interventions from the administrative enforcement bodies of the rights protection system.
In relation to the type of device, 86% of children and adolescents without parental care were under residential care and 14% under family care (caregiver families). In both devices, the management modality that predominates is the private one to the detriment of the public one.
In general terms, no systematic instruments or strategies are detected that allow knowing the opinion of children and adolescents in the various instances that cover the entire fostering process. Channels for reporting ill-treatment, as well as monitoring and supervision mechanisms, are not always effective, and children's voices still do not have a clear and defined place within alternative care devices.
· Children and adolescents with disabilities without parental care
They make up 13.7% of the child population housed in alternative care institutions (UNICEF, 2021). In most cases, these are prolonged institutionalizations (85% were institutionalized for more than 180 days), with few possibilities of family reunification (60% exhausted said instance), which in some cases become definitive. Despite the high percentage of incidence they represent, there are no specific support programs for families who want to adopt or foster a child or adolescent with a disability. Deprived of family care, they constitute a group that is especially vulnerable and exposed to situations of violence and rights violations, with the aggravating difficulty of access to complaints and/or defense possibilities.
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Committee observations: Deep concern about levels of multidimensional poverty and child poverty remaining high, while social protection systems for children are limited, particularly during early childhood and with regard to indigenous children, children with disabilities and children living in remote areas.
In Argentina there are 13.2 million children and adolescents. Of this universe, in the first half of 2020, 57% were poor due to income (between 3.3 million and 4 million). The segment of migrant children and adolescents is the one with the highest rates of poverty and extreme poverty. Likewise, the infantilization and the feminization of poverty go hand in hand and reinforce each other. Female-headed households have a significantly higher incidence of child poverty due to income than the national average, reaching almost 65% (UNICEF, 2020).
In addition to territorial gaps, inequalities are observed in the fulfillment of rights by socioeconomic level, age, culture, ethnicity, disability or gender, among other factors. Until 2019 there were still 1.7 million children and adolescents without any income protection, that is, without coverage of the Universal Child Allowance (AUH)[footnoteRef:12]. These situations affect populations that are in isolated territories to a greater extent, particularly indigenous populations. In the case of households with a migrant population, access to economic allowances is currently conditional on being able to prove two years of permanent residence in the country and the acquisition of an Argentine identity document. These requirements constitute important obstacles to access the social rights of children and adolescents. [12: The AUH is an income transfer program with conditionalities in health and education, aimed at households with children under 18 years of age (or without limit in the case of people with disabilities), made up of two pillars (contributory and non-contributory) and the income tax deduction.] 

In relation to the right to decent housing, in 96% of urban settlements, the majority of households do not have formal access to running water from the public network, and in 99%, the majority lack formal access to the public sewer. 
The most urgent problems related to the right to education are the scarce offer of initial level, the heterogeneity in the quality of learning and the abandonment in middle school. In addition, the insufficiency of care services conditions the possibilities of those who do not have the resources to pay for them and contributes to reproducing a sexual division of labor that assigns, almost exclusively, the responsibility of care to women.
· Indigenous childhood
Although data on the living conditions of indigenous children are insufficient, it is possible to affirm that it is a population group exposed to multiple rights violations, specially alarming how sex violence and femicides  affects girls and teenagers. Indigenous households have a higher incidence of poverty, problems in access to adequate food and health protection, greater deficiencies in their homes (problems of access to drinking water), lower rates of school attendance (especially at the secondary and late entry to the initial level), higher childhood mortality rates and lower health coverage, in addition to suffering systematic acts of discrimination and state violence (UNICEF, 2021).
· Children with disabilities
Despite the fact that, in our country, it is estimated that around 250,000 girls, boys and adolescents between the ages of 6 and 18 have some type of disability, mainly mental and cognitive, there are no centralized, precise and reliable data on this group population. In any case, it is known that their school attendance rate is 5 points less than for the rest of children and adolescents.
· COVID-19
Preventive and compulsory social isolation particularly affected children and adolescents in contexts of poverty and human mobility and exposed them to greater violence and violation of their rights. In addition to direct health effects, COVID-19 had indirect effects on the lives of children. General health controls and the receipt of vaccines were reduced, their daily habits were modified (greater isolation from their peers, fewer spaces for games and recreation), food insecurity associated with the reduction of family income, and various barriers to access to technologies

· Inequality gaps in the use of TICs.

In addition, at least 357,000 children and adolescents got their schooling interrupted in 2020, and the virtualization of their lives exposed them to new situations of inequalities and asymmetries. 47% of households with children and adolescents do not have a computer or Tablet that can be used for homework. In Northwest Argentina and among migrants, the number of children and adolescents without Internet access rises considerably. On the other hand, 6% of adolescents between 13 and 17 years old (belonging to households in quintiles 1 and 2 of the socioeconomic level) discontinued their studies during 2020.
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SYNTHESIS
The main findings of the participatory process carried out by the CASACIDN FEDERATION are highlighted, which are presented as critical nodes, and questions aimed at providing answers from the ARGENTINE STATE are proposed to provide solutions to both urgent and structural problems.
Critical knots
I. The socio-economic conditions continue to be determining factors in the effects on the rights of children and adolescents. Child poverty levels are alarming and protection systems do not cover all children and adolescents. The prevalence of rights violations is higher in some specific groups, such as adolescents deprived of liberty, LGBTIQ children, children with disabilities, migrant children, and indigenous children.

II. Significant territorial gaps are observed between provinces in the process of implementing the National LawNo.26,061 and in the effective guarantee of compliance with the rights of children and adolescents.

III. There is no state information system for the entire country, with reliable, available and comparable data on the situation of children and adolescents. It is not possible to access official, systematic and reliable information on juvenile penal devices and their population. There is no specific national registry that produces data on torture and ill-treatment against adolescents. There is also no data on the child population deprived of a family environment. In relation to sexual abuse against children and adolescents, no public body systematizes the data from the different institutions that work on the subject at the national level. And according to data from the Prevalence Survey on violence presented in September 2022, it is important to deepen the investigation, and monitor or control the existent services and programms.

IV. The mechanisms to guarantee the right of children and adolescents to be heard continue to be deficient and insufficient. In particular, the absence of adequate and safe specific complaint procedures against abusive practices, ill-treatment and violence in alternative care devices and in closed centers of the juvenile penal system is of particular concern.

V. Arrests and police violence against children and adolescents persist, mainly againstadolescents in situations of socioeconomic vulnerability.

VI. The current juvenile criminal responsibility system does not conform to the provisions of the CRC, does not recognize children and adolescents as subjects of rights and criminalizes poverty. In closed socio-educational centers, degrading practices, mistreatment and violence persist.

VII. The situation of girls and adolescent women: the different forms of violence against girls, boys and adolescents mainly affect the female gender. In the penal system, their dual status as "women" and "adolescents" aggravates the discrimination and violence they suffer in prison. An analysis of the juvenile criminal justice system with a gender perspective is needed, which makes it possible to make visible and counteract the multiple disadvantages that female adolescents suffer in penal devices.

VIII. Exploitation and sexual abuse constitute the third cause of separation of children from their family environment and admission to alternative care programs. Important challenges still persist in relation to the reduction of pregnancy rates in girls and adolescents (especially in the Argentine Northeast). It is necessary to increase actions to eradicate gender-based violence against girls, harmful practices such as early unions, and address the intersectionalities that affect them and LGBTQ children.

IX. There is a worrying lack of awareness of Line 102 among migrant children and adolescents.

X. Girls and boys deprived of a family environment: an institutional weakness is observed in alternative coexistence devices, as well as a lack of articulation between said devices and the comprehensive rights protection system, which often lacks sufficient resources. Also note that there are no specific state programs for children and adolescents with disabilities without parental care.

XI. COVID-19: Within the framework of preventive and compulsory social isolation (ASPO), calls for family violence increased and violence in digital environments increased. Adolescents deprived of liberty were exposed to various violations of their rights.

XII. It is urgent to address child labor as a serious problem that has worsened in this context, the changas, the exponential growth of surgery, cardboard, and the increase in children and adolescents on the street, have opened a number of violations that do not end to be properly registered. The consequences of this social tsunami will be even more complex to restore rights. As much as the State has currently tried to cover the needs of many families through various programs, it is still insufficient after the devastating economic policies of the last 5 years, in which the figures of child and youth poverty increased, worsening even more. in the health context that the world is going through and in particular the Argentine Republic, until reaching a percentage of 57,[footnoteRef:13] [13: As of the second half of 2020, 57.7% of children under the age of 14 were already living in poverty, according to the National Institute of Statistics and Censuses (Indec), which is more than 5 percentage points above the second half of the year. 2019, before the pandemic.] 



PARTICIPANTS IN THE REPORT ELABORATION PROCESS BEFORE THE COMMITTEE OF THE CHILD. 
Preparation and systematization of the Report: 
María Rosa AVILA and Mercedes ROMERA with the collaboration of Nora Schulman CASACIDN Executive Director.
Translation: Kiara Casco Rizzón
Network of adolescents participating in the workshop on contributions to the CASACIDN Report: Guillermo Denis, Delfina Frickel, Celeste Cabrera, Facundo Ledesma, Máximo Martinez, Valentina Cabrera, Mia Chavarría, Federico Grasso, Santiago Fernández Tomás, Abigail Dorado, with the collaboration of Karina Cousture and Franco Ghiglino.
Girls and boys who participated by contributing to the report: Ailen Rios Lera, Catalina Vera, Lautaro Avila and Benjamín Román Silvetti, and with the collaboration of Maira Mirassou.
Organizations and references that make up CASACIDN: Grandmothers of Plaza de Mayo, Estela de Carlotto; AABA (Association of Lawyers of Buenos Aires) Elena Mendoza, Aldeas Infantiles, Alejandra Perínetti; APDH Childhood Commission Dr. Gustavo Gallo and Graciela Nejamkis; ADENI, Ariel Benedetto, Amanecer Franco Ghiglino Association, Adriana Granica Jurists Association, ACJ (Young Christian Association), RAZONAR Association, Gladis Villalba, Oscar Sotolano College of Psychoanalysts, Ana Colombatto Childhood Cause, CEDEM María Luisa Storani, FAT Toxicological Aid Fund , Alberto Calabrese; Equal Rights, Daniela Zulcovsky and Karina Cousture, Isegoría Maria Rosa Avila, Nora Monteros, La Casona de los Barriletes Leonardo Petris, LatinLab, Cielo Salviolo and Mariana Loterszpir, Lihuen Association, Verónica Spinelli, Pharos, Erika Roffler; SAP Argentine Society of Pediatrics, Dr. Horacio Lejarraga, Scouts, Lucas Piangatelli, San José Workshop, Norberto Garcia. Adherents. Argentine Campaign against all kinds of Violence, Miriam Garcia ATE Ramallo CASACIDN Programs. Network of Adolescents Valentina Cabrera and Máximo Martinez, PRABIA Program of Lawyers for Children and Adolescents, Adriana Granica and Franco Ghiglino.
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