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Republic of Kiribati

Closing Statement by the Interim Head of Mission in Geneva 
Ms. Abiteta Teitibwebwe on the 19th of August 2025 on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities Initial Review


Madam Chair,
distinguished delegates of the 33rd CRPD,
esteemed guests,

On behalf of the government and people of Kiribati, I express our deepest gratitude to the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities for the opportunity to review our progress on the Convention. We appreciate the Committee's dedication to promoting disability rights globally, which aligns with our national commitment to uphold human rights and social development for all citizens.

We acknowledge the tireless efforts of our external partners, stationed in our capital, who have contributed financially and in kind to make this review a success. Their support during our mock session preparations was invaluable, enabling our delegation to fully participate in the review process. We are grateful for the financial support provided by these partners, which has been instrumental in enhancing our capacity to implement disability-inclusive programs.

Kiribati has made significant strides in promoting disability rights, including implementing accessible infrastructure and education programs. We have also strengthened our legal framework to protect the rights of persons with disabilities, ensuring equal access to healthcare, employment, and social services. However, we recognize that challenges persist, and we are committed to addressing these issues through targeted interventions and policy reforms.

As a member of the Pacific Island Forum, we value regional cooperation and collaboration on human rights and social development issues. We appreciate the Forum's emphasis on promoting the rights and well-being of persons with disabilities, and we look forward to continuing our work with regional partners to advance disability-inclusive development.

We thank the Committee members for their guidance and support throughout this review process. We look forward to the recommendations that will guide our work for the next four years. We are committed to promoting equal opportunities, accessibility, and inclusivity for persons with disabilities in Kiribati, and we recognize that this requires sustained financial support and technical assistance from our partners.

In line with our commitment to human rights and social development, we plan to allocate additional resources to disability-inclusive programs and services, including accessible healthcare, education, and employment initiatives. We also intend to strengthen our partnerships with civil society organizations and community groups to ensure that the voices of persons with disabilities are heard and represented in our decision-making processes.

We extend our appreciation to our partners for their financial contributions, including the Australian Government, the New Zealand Government, People’s Republic of China and other development partners such as Human Rights and Social Development within South Pacific Community with the Pacific Island Forum, who have supported financially our efforts to promote disability rights. We thank also OHCHR and Secretariat of CRPD Committee in allowing Kiribati to be reviewed online with the briefing preparation to the delegation of Kiribati they had contributed to it.  We are proud to be part of this global effort to promote disability rights and look forward to continuing our work together.

As we conclude this review, we acknowledge the progress we've made, but also recognize the journey ahead. We are eager to work on the recommendations of the CRPD, and we are committed to translating them into tangible actions that will improve the lives of persons with disabilities in Kiribati. We will prioritize the implementation of accessible infrastructure, inclusive education, and employment programs, and we will work to address the social and economic barriers that prevent persons with disabilities from fully participating in our society.

We look forward to collaborating with the Committee, our partners, and stakeholders to implement the incoming recommendations, and to continuing our progress towards a more inclusive and accessible society. 

Together, we can create a brighter future for all, where persons with disabilities can thrive and reach their full potential. We are confident that with the support of our partners and the guidance of the Committee, we can make meaningful progress towards a more equitable and inclusive society for all.

In closing, we reaffirm our commitment to promoting disability rights and human rights more broadly. We recognize that this requires a sustained effort and a commitment to partnership and cooperation. We look forward to working with all stakeholders to advance the rights and well-being of persons with disabilities in Kiribati and the Pacific region.

I Thank you, Madam Chair.
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