Stop honor Killings:                                                                                                                        Date: 3 May 2024   
To: The Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination (CERD)

Proposed suggestion to include the issue of stopping gender apartheid in Iran in the list of themes to be taken up in connection with the consideration of the periodic report of the Islamic Republic of Iran

From the beginning of its establishment (1979), the Islamic Republic has systemically discriminated against women, marking women’s lower status as a signifier of the regime’s conservative religious stance. For the past 45 years, women have faced subjugation, repression, detention, torture, sexual assault, personal and social restrictions, and the escalation of the high rate of state murder of women, especially since 2022. For example, the murder of Mahsa Amini by the Guidance Patrol or morality police (Irshad patrol) for her hijab sparked the Women-Life- Freedom movement in Iran. 
Women belonging to ethnic groups and religious minorities in Iran experience compounded discrimination based on their intersecting identities due to their gender, ethnicity, religion, class, or more. This intersectionality exacerbates their vulnerability to discrimination, repression, and violence:
· Given the presence of discriminatory laws of the Islamic Republic of Iran, which exemplify gender apartheid, we urge the country's rapporteur to expand the list of issues addressed under the Convention on Racial Discrimination. This expansion should encompass laws that perpetuate intersectional discrimination against women, recognizing the unique challenges faced by women from ethnic and religious minority backgrounds.
There are articles in the laws of the Islamic Republic of Iran that are clear examples of gender apartheid. Some instances include Article 638 of the Islamic Penal Code that was approved in 2014/1392, which determines the punishment for women not observing the state-mandated hijab. Also, Article 261 paragraph 3, of the same Penal Code??? determines the punishment for the allegation of adultery (حد القذف) . This discrimination occurs when a husband accuses his wife of adultery or refuses the legitimacy of his own child, but his wife refutes his allegation as false, and claims for the punishment of false accusation (قَذَف (.  After the process of li'an (لِعَان), which is this couple will however be forbidden to each other forever. -The husband should free the woman by divorcing her.
Another gender discriminatory law is Article 336, which requires the oath of fifty men from a victim’s relatives regarding the proof of intentional murder, while the oath or testimony of a woman is not acceptable. Relatedly, Article 382 outlines the different retribution set for the murder or a Muslim man as opposed to a Muslim woman: if the killer of a woman is sentenced to retribution, the victim’s family must pay half of the ransom to the murderer, since women’s life is worth half of a man’s. 
In general, the Islamic Republic’s laws treat the testimony of two women as equal to the testimony of one man, while women’s testimony is not acceptable when it comes to witnessing a murder. 

Article 199 of the Penal Code: The quorum of testimony to prove all crimes is two male witnesses, except for adultery, which requires witnessing of the intercourse by four male witnesses. The testimony of two righteous men and four righteous women is also sufficient to prove adultery, which leads to skinning, shaving, or banishment
Also, article 550 of the new IPC (similar to the article 300 of the old IPC) provides that: “The diyyah (blood money) for murdering a woman is half that of a man”. Similarly, in the cases of bodily injuries that do not cause death, the diyya for men and women follow the original rule of inequality. 
Article 946 of the Civil Code: The husband inherits all the property of the wife (both movable and immovable). Following the husband’s death, however, if the wife has children, she inherits one-eighth of the movable property and one-eighth of the value of the immovable property, including land and trees. If the husband has no children, the wife's share is one-fourth of all the wealth, while the state inherits the rest. 
Article 906 if there are multiple children from different genders, male children always inherit double of what female children inherit. 
The subject of Article 630 of the Islamic Penal Code is one of the clear examples of gender apartheid. In this legal article, the husband is allowed to carry out the punishment of killing his wife if he catches her in adultery and knows about her submissiveness to the act. This is while according to the law, a man can have up to four permanent wives and countless temporary wives. 
Anti-women family laws compound the discriminatory measures against women detailed in the aforementioned legal articles, further exacerbating existing gender disparities. Under these laws, women's autonomy and freedom are significantly curtailed:
· A woman is required to obtain her husband's official permission to travel outside the country. This restriction grants men the authority to prohibit their wives from traveling at their discretion.
· Men possess unilateral power to divorce their wives at will, further undermining women's rights within the marital relationship. Women’s right to divorce is only restricted to certain circumstances that have to be presided over in the family court.
· Women are deprived of the right to confer their citizenship to their children, perpetuating gender-based inequalities in nationality laws.
· Even in matters of employment, women are subject to their husbands' approval, severely limiting their economic independence and professional choices.
· These anti-women family laws compound the systemic discrimination against women in Iran, reinforcing gender hierarchies and perpetuating unequal power dynamics within familial and societal structures. It is imperative to address and rectify these laws to advance gender equality and protect women's rights in Iran.
According to the tripartite memorandum that was concluded in April 2023 between the Iranian judiciary, the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) and the Vice and Virtue Office, a powerful team was formed to deal with and punish women with improper hijab and behavior in the public sphere, with support and cooperation from the student basij organizations.
Also considering that in 2023/1402, the Ministry of Interior issued a confidential circular regarding the enforcement of hijab for women. A section of this directive mandates the Ministry to take measures against individuals who do not adhere to the mandatory hijab and to capture their images for further surveillance and punishment.
Given that gender apartheid constitutes systematic government discrimination, as reflected in laws and policies establishing hierarchical inequality between genders, it is clear that Iran’s laws result in women’s segregation and their exclusion from public domains. This approach perpetuates and strengthens an unequal hierarchy. Therefore, the elements of systematic/contextual discrimination and the premeditated nature of actions are fundamental issues to be highlighted in the initial report of the fact-finding committee of the United Nations Human Rights Council. A poignant example of this is the drafting of the "Chastity and Hijab Bill, 2022," contributing to the further repression, violence, and marginalization of women in Iran following the women's liberation movement. These issues underscore the critical matters addressed in the first report of the United Nations Human Rights Council's fact-finding committee.
* In light of the report by the International Committee for the Discovery of Truth on March 8, 2024, which unveiled the egregious human rights violations committed by the Islamic government in Iran, emphasizing the concepts of crimes against humanity and gender apartheid, it is imperative to address and rectify these issues.
Some of these serious violations of human rights thus rose to the level of crimes against humanity, including murder, torture, rape, and also gender persecution, intersecting with ethnicity and religion.
*In marginalized areas with ethnic populations, the incidence of honor killings against women is particularly high. Research conducted by the Stop Honor Killings campaign reveals a catastrophic increase in the murder of women in recent years. Therefore, we urge the Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discussion to address this issue with the Islamic Republic and advocate for the removal of the aforementioned gender discriminatory laws that contribute to the escalation of violence against women.
Campaign to Stop Honor Killings
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