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INTRODUCTION
The fourth Brazilian report to the 1989 United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child for the period 2003-2007 was concluded in 2011 for submission to the United Nations in 2012.
The objective of this Preamble is to put the information on the period in question within the context of the broader effort mounted to consolidate an agenda of public policies for this population, focused on the effective implementation of the human rights of children in Brazil- based on the Convention. 
The initiatives undertaken the Brazilian State in partnership with civil society achieved substantial progress in the period 2008-2012 in connection with the pursuit of elevated and consolidated standards to defend and promote the rights of children and adolescents. 
The 1988 Brazilian Federal Constitution provided the bases for the enactment, in 1990, of the Statute of the Child and Adolescent  (Estatuto da Criança e do Adolescente – ECA) and for the ratification of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child in the same year. The ECA enshrined the “Doctrine of Integral Protection,” designed to promote, protect, and respect the universal application of this population’s rights, thus overcoming a long tradition of policy initiatives restricted to a narrow segment of the country’s child and youth population – in particular those in irregular situation – through a broad reformulation of the domestic legal system. The ratification of the UN Convention made it possible to incorporate the international community’s shared view on the need to ensure full legal protection for children and adolescents prior to and following birth and the full range of human rights, including freedom of speech, freedom of expression, freedom of thought, freedom of conscience, and freedom of religion, among others. 
The recognition and application of the rights of children and adolescents, however, was not an immediate outcome or linear process for disparate segments of Brazilian society. Rather, this process has taken hold over the past decade through the implementation of public policies to foster social inclusion and reduce poverty and social inequality in Brazil. The steady rise in social mobility witnessed in Brazil, especially since 2005, has contributed directly to promoting the rights of economically and socially vulnerable children. 
In the intervening years, Brazil ratified the Optional Protocols to the Convention on the Rights of the Child and endorsed the World Declaration on the Survival, Protection, and Development of Children – UN Millennium Goals (2000); created the National Secretariat for the Promotion of Child and Adolescent’s Rights (Secretaria Nacional de Promoção dos Direitos da Criança e do Adolescente – SNPDCA), a component body of the Secretariat for Human Rights of the Presidency of the Republic (Secretaria de Direitos Humanos da Presidência da República – SDH); and adopted supplementary policies on social assistance for those in need, particularly medical and psycho-social support and assistance services for victims of negligence, mistreatment, exploitation, abuse, cruelty, and oppression, identification and location services for missing parents, children, and adolescents, legal and social protection provided through advocacy groups devoted to the rights of children and youth, the right to health, the right to life, universal education for children and adolescents, youth policies, and other initiatives.
These efforts, in conjunction with a steady trend in recent years toward legal and institutional strengthening and the adoption of far-reaching government social policies with a powerful impact on children and youth, have resulted in improved living conditions for the youngest population segments throughout the country. The progress accomplished to date is reflected in reduced poverty, falling child mortality rates, increased enrollment levels in the public education system, advances in the campaign to eradicate child labor, declining teenage pregnancy rates, a drop in the percentage of malnourished Brazilians, a diminishing gap between white and black/mulatto Brazilians and between those living in rural and urban areas, and improved access for the poorest and most disadvantaged communities to water supplies, sanitation, and electric power.
The actions taken by the Brazilian State have ensured that these indicators keep pace with the political and economic progress of recent years. Similarly, they made it possible for the country to exceed the minimum parameters set out in the periodic implementation reports on the United Nations Convention. 
The IV Brazilian Report on the Implementation of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child – 2003-2007 – addresses the established parameters and underscores the efforts made by Brazil to implement the Convention’s provisions, indicating the circumstances and challenges of fulfilling those parameters.  
This Preamble offers updated information on actions implemented by the executive, legislative, and judicial branches, as well as public, private, and civil society institutions, constituting, as such, a preview of the initiatives and actions that will be described in greater detail in the V Report for the period 2008-2012. 
INITIATIVES
The third National Human Rights Program (Programa Nacional dos Direitos Humanos – PNDH-3), currently in effect, was produced in 2009, the same year as the Ten Year Plan for the Human Rights of Children and Adolescents (Plano Decenal dos Direitos Humanos de Crianças e Adolescentes). This plan, in turn, was prepared during the 8th National Conference on the Rights of the Child and Adolescent (Conferência Nacional dos Direitos da Criança e do Adolescente) and approved in 2011 by the National Council of the Child and Adolescent Rights (Conselho Nacional dos Direitos da Criança e do Adolescent – CONANDA). The Ten Year Plan classified government measures around five key pillars:  
1) Promoting the Rights of Children and Adolescents, 
2) Protecting and Defending Rights, 
3) Active Engagement and Participation by Children and Adolescents, 
4) Public Oversight and Effective Implementation of Rights, and 
5) Administrating the National Policy.
The PNDH-3 and the Ten Year Plan set out the parameters for current policies on promoting and defending the human rights of children in Brazil, focusing specifically on the fields of Social Development, Family and Community Life, Confronting Violence, Eliminating Child Labor, Assistance to Adolescents in Conflict with the Law, Developing a System of Guarantees, Ensuring Access to Justice, and Fostering Participation and Public Oversight.
Integral  protection of the rights of children has been the guiding principle of a range of formal initiatives, including the adoption of the National Youth Plan (Plano Nacional da Juventude), the provision of universal education to children and adolescents, the approval of the Children’s Budget and Fund, the creation of the National Juvenile Justice System (Sistema Nacional de Atendimento Socio-educativo), the implementation of the Early Childhood Plan (Plano da Primeira Infância), of efforts against sexual abuse and sexual exploitation, of campaigns to eliminate child labor, and to protect youth employment.
Social Development
According to data from the Brazilian Applied Economics Research Institute (Instituto de Pesquisa Econômica Aplicada - IPEA), from 2004 to 2009 a total of 26 million Brazilians were lifted out of poverty; between 2002 and 2012, a full 35 million Brazilians joined the middle class. These figures are the product of ongoing Brazilian policies, which have more recently been redirected toward removing the 16 million people still living in extreme poverty and ensuring this segment the right to development. 
This goal spurred the Federal Government to create the Brazil Without Poverty Plan (Brasil Sem Miséria) in 2011, with a view to eliminating the remaining social, political, economic, and cultural barriers that continue to segregate population groups and regions. The Plan identifies and registers individuals who qualify for, but do not yet receive benefits from the Family Grant Program (Bolsa Família), while assisting recipients of the Family Grant Program to secure other sources of income and improve their living conditions. 
At the same time, the “Active Search” (“Busca Ativa”) initiative strives to locate the 16 million Brazilians living in extreme poverty, for the purpose of providing them with active assistance. In response to this effort, the Brazil Without Poverty Plan maintains a National Map of Opportunities, identifying the most effective strategies and opportunities for these individuals to improve their lives. 
In 2012, the Caring Brazil Initiative (Ação Brasil Carinhoso) was developed as part of the Brazil Without Poverty Plan. The purpose of the effort is to lift families with children 0-6 years of age from poverty as quickly as possible. The Initiative provides an additional benefit to the Family Grant and expands access to day care, pre-school, and health services. 
Over two million two hundred thousand families receive benefits, for the purpose of ensuring them per capita household incomes of at least R$ 70.00/month (US$ 33,00/month per capita). The benefits are accompanied by a series of health and education measures: iron supplements, Vitamin A, asthma medication, expanded day care services, and school meals.
Seven months after roll-out, the Caring Brazil Initiative had reduced poverty levels among families with children 0-6 years of age by 62%, directly benefiting more than 2.7 million people, generating a direct impact on the goal of developing and guaranteeing the rights of children and youth. In November 2012, the Federal Government announced the extension of the maximum age of beneficiaries, prior to six years of age for adolescents up to 15 years. The expansion will benefit 8.1 million children and the Initiative will reach a total of 16.4 million Brazilians. 
Infant mortality fell 47% over the past decade (2010 Census): from 29.7 to 15.6 per one thousand live births. In the Northeast Region, infant mortality declined by 59% (44.7 to 18.5). The Ministry of Health has implemented comprehensive assistance policies for pregnant women and newborns and created programs to promote, protect, and support breastfeeding and supplementary nutrition.
In 2011, the National Birth Certificate Mobilization Campaign (Campanha de Mobilização pela Certidão de Nascimento) was launched as part of the “Active Search” strategy. The objective is to reduce the under-registration of births, which had, already been cut significantly in the last decade (from 20.9% in 2002 to 6.6% in 2010), to 5% of all live births. 
In 2009, pre-childhood, primary, and secondary education was made mandatory for all Brazilians 4-17 years of age. Figures from the Brazilian Institute of Geography and Statistics (Instituto Brasileiro de Geografia e Estatísticas – IBGE) indicate an increase in schooling among 0-5 year-olds from 23.3% in 1999 to 38.1% in 2009. Among 6-14 year-olds, the percentage is 97.6%. To expand and enhance pre-childhood education, the Federal Government established the ProInfância program in 2007, through which day care centers and schools are built and educational establishments are equipped with physical infrastructure. In four years, approximately 4,000 schools and day care centers were built and another 500 establishments were equipped through the program. In addition, to meet the demand for vocational training among adolescents and young adults the Brazilian government established 214 federal professional, scientific, and technological training units. There are now 354 units serving more than 400,000 students across the country. The scheduled delivery of another 208 units will bring the total to 562 with more than 600,000 openings. 
Family and Community Life
Article 19 of the Statute of the Child and Adolescent sets out the right of all children and youth to family and community life. In 2006, a specific action plan was approved to promote this right through Joint Resolution No. 1 of the National Council of the Child and Adolescent Rights (Conselho Nacional dos Direitos da Criança e do Adolescente – CONANDA) and the National Welfare Council (Conselho Nacional de Assistência Social – CNAS): the National Plan on Promoting, Protecting, and Defending the Right of Children and Adolescents to Family and Community Life (Plano Nacional de Promoção, Proteção e Defesa dos Direitos de Crianças e Adolescentes à Convivência Familiar e Comunitária). 
The Plan provides a legal bases and parameters to prevent the rupture of family ties and promote family and community life for children and adolescents, with a view to reducing their vulnerability based on the principles of non-discrimination, the higher interest of the child, the right to development, strengthening of family bonds, and socio-community integration. 
The Statute of the Child and Adolescent and the the Law for the Organization of Welfare (Lei Orgânica da Assistência Social – LOAS) provide for protective, emancipating, and integrated measures that contribute toward valuing the social function of families and their role to foster the wellbeing of society as a whole. Emphasis is given through the two instruments to the importance of guaranteeing opportunities for families to exercise their full social, political, and economic role. The LOAS identifies the protection of families as an objective of Welfare Policy, defined as a non-contributory social security policy, a right of citizens, and a duty of the State requiring integrated sector policies.
Family and community life is a basic right, and when all measures to keep the child in the biological family have been exhausted, the right to adoption and inclusion in the State and National Adoption Registries (Cadastros Estaduais e Nacional de Adoção) is ensured, pursuant to Law nº 12.010/2009.
According to data of the National Survey of Children and Adolescents in Foster Care (Levantamento Nacional de Crianças e Adolescentes em Serviços de Acolhimento), operated by the Ministry of Social Development and Hunger Alleviation (MSD), assistance is currently provided to 36,929 children and youth across 2,624 foster care facilities in Brazil. Of these, 5,414 have been entered in the National Adoption Registry.
Combating Violence
Confronting sexual violence against children and adolescents has long been a priority of the Brazilian State’s agenda, in particular following the implementation of the National Program on Combating Sexual Violence against Children and Adolescents (Programa Nacional de Enfrentamento da Violência Sexual contra Crianças e Adolescentes – PNEVSCA). In 2008, Brazil hosted the Third World Congress on the issue.
One of the principal initiatives undertaken to address sexual violence is the Dial Human Rights Hotline (Disque Direitos Humanos) – Dial 100 – a 24-hour service set up to receive complaints of human rights violations, including those perpetrated against children and youth. In 2011, a total of 97,102 complaints were filed, of which 85% referred to rights violations committed against children and adolescents, for an average of 225 reports per day. In 2012, the Secretariat for Human Rights of the Presidency of the Republic concluded a cooperation agreement with the Office of the Public Prosecutor in all 27 states and the Federal District on the delivery of assistance to victims in the individual federal units. Assistance to victims is also provided through Guardianship Councils (Conselhos Tutelares – government bodies tasked with receiving and referring complaints in connection with the violation of children’s rights). Currently, there are Guardianship Councils in 5,553 Brazilian municipalities.
Brazil implemented in 600 municipalities the Program of Integrated and Reference Actions to Combat Sexual Violence against Children and Adolescents (Programa de Ações Integradas e Referenciais de Enfrentamento da Violência Sexual contra Crianças e Adolescentes – PAIR), through which local networks are mobilized and trained to address the related forms of violence. Further, the country maintains cooperation within MERCOSUR to combat the sexual exploitation of children and adolescents in 15 border cities of the Bloc’s four member countries (Argentina, Brazil, Paraguay, and Uruguay). The project is implemented with resources of the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB).
On the educational front, the Ministry of Education implemented the School that Protects (Escola que Protege) program, developed with 25 universities throughout the country, to train education professionals in the prevention of violence against children and youth.
The Ministry of Health developed the Violence and Accident Surveillance Program (Vigilância de Violências e Acidentes – VIVA), which measures the scope of domestic and sexual violence, still largely concealed within the bounds of private and intimate relationships. With a view to broadening the reach of the data collected, the Federal Government is currently developing the Integrated Notification System (Notificação Integrada), which will draw on data of the Guardianship Councils, health services, Social Assistance Reference Centers, and schools.
In 2010, Brazil completed the implementation of the National Plan on Combating Trafficking in Persons (Plano Nacional de Enfrentamento ao Tráfico de Pessoas), which centers on women, children, and adolescents. In 2011, more than 15 ministries took part in developing the 2nd National Plan, a broader initiative focused on three aspects of the Human Trafficking Policies currently in place: prevention, law enforcement, and assistance to victims. The Federal Government’s principal strategy in this area involves forging partnerships with the states and municipalities for implementation of the State Centers and Committees on Combating Trafficking in Persons (Núcleos e Comitês Estaduais de Enfrentamento ao Tráfico de Pessoas).
Another initiative is the Protection Program for Children and Adolescents Threatened with Death (Programa de Proteção a Crianças e Adolescentes Ameaçados de Morte – PPCAAM), the aim of which is to protect children and adolescents based on their unique development stage, which requires particular care and attention from the State. The program places families in protected locations, reducing the risk to children while ensuring family and community life.
Eliminating Child Labor
Through a closely coordinated effort undertaken with society, the Brazilian Government implemented the National Plan on Preventing and Eliminating Child Labor and Protecting Adolescent Workers (Plano Nacional de Prevenção e Erradicação do Trabalho Infantil e Proteção do Trabalhador Adolescente) (2011/2015). 
Tracking and monitoring of the Plan’s implementation is performed by the National Commission on the Elimination of Child Labor (Comissão Nacional de Erradicação do Trabalho Infantil – CONAETI), a body composed of representatives of government, employers, workers, and civil society entities that operates within the Ministry of Labor and Employment (MTE). 
The Commission drafted a List of the Worst Forms of Child Labor, enacted through Decree No. 6481, dated June 12, 2008. Based on Convention 182 of the International Labour Organization (ILO), to which Brazil is part, the List serves to set out the forms of labor that by their nature or the circumstances in which they are performed carry potential risks to the health, safety, and moral wellbeing of children. 
The Ministry of Social Development and Hunger Alleviations (MDS) operates the Child Labor Elimination Program (Programa de Erradicação do Trabalho Infantil), consisting of an ongoing effort to identify children and adolescents engaged in work, enroll them in school, and deliver socio-educational services outside of school hours, in addition to providing income transfers to the respective families. 
The 2010 Census registered a 13.4% drop in the number of children 10-17 years of age engaged in work, a full 529,000 fewer than identified in the 2000 Census. The reduction in the number of children 10-17 years of age engaged in work in rural areas was larger in the period 2000-2010 than in urban areas. In rural areas, the number of working children fell by 339,000 (from 1,395,000 to 1,056,000), while in urban areas the total was 190,000 (from 2,541,000 to 2,351,000). 
In October 2013, Brazil will host the World Conference on the Elimination of Child Labor in partnership with the International Labour Organization.
Assistance to Adolescents in Conflict with the Law
In 2012, Law No. 12594 was enacted, governing the implementation of the National Social and Educational Care System (Sistema Nacional de Atendimento Socioeducativo – SINASE) throughout Brazil and the execution of socio-educational measures for adolescents in conflict with the law. Product of a convergence between social mobilization efforts and government action, the Law incorporates the policy positions and principles of the various actors within the Child and Adolescent Rights Guarantee System (Sistema de Garantia dos Direitos), while fulfilling the applicable international norms. 
The new Law contributes to improving management and administration of the system, units, and programs with respect to the delivery of socio-educational services and the performance of the Justice System. It promotes consolidation of the Judiciary’s procedures on the execution of socio-educational measures, tasking this government branch with approving an Individual Assistance Plan (Plano Individual de Atendimento – PIA) to each adolescent. Moreover, the instrument breaks new ground by expanding funding sources, setting out new duties and responsibilities for the pertinent government branches, and establishing an evaluation system. Finally, it lays out and specifies the rights of children: individual assistance, comprehensive health care, intimate visitation, employment training, and participation in family life, as well as others. 
Because of the Brazilian State’s political organization, a product of the country’s federal system, the Federal Government is charged with regulating, supporting measures, and establishing minimum standards in respect of the assistance policies for adolescents in conflict with the law. Yet, because the states have wide latitude in overseeing the policy’s implementation, performance of the respective assistance network, investments, policy institutionalization, and service quality are uneven. 
To reduce the disparities between states and promote the transition from a prison culture to a socio-educational culture for adolescents, the Secretariat for Human Rights of the Presidency of the Republic (SDH/PR) developed a program to support states and municipalities in implementing the National Social and Educational Care System (Sistema Nacional de Atendimento Socioeducativo – SINASE). The program’s outcomes to date include: improved physical facilities through investments of 209 million reais (100 million US$) in 82 projects in Brazil’s 27 states and the Federal District, leading to the creation of 5,570 openings for target adolescents; training of 13,765 professionals engaged in the socio-educational system; development of studies and research on topics such as “murders among youth serving confinement sentences,” “a profile of religious assistance in Brazil’s socio-educational system,” “media coverage of topics relating to adolescents in conflict with the law ”; information generated through the Child and Adolescent Information Database (Sistema de Informação para Infância e Adolescência – SIPIA SINASE Web) – a module dedicated to facilitating synchronized information management with the states and individual socio-educational units; support to innovative initiatives capable of effecting a change in the culture, including the Socio-Education Award; support to rehabilitation initiatives developed in São Paulo and Rio Grande do Sul; and support to the defense and legal-social protection of adolescents in conflict with the law. A regionalization effort is currently underway, including the creation of specialized structures, among them juvenile courts and dedicated child and youth defenders’ and attorneys’ office.
Data from the Survey of Brazil’s Socio-Educational System (Levantamento sobre o Sistema Socioeducativo Brasileiro – SDH/PR, 2011) revealed a total of approximately 90,000 youth serving socio-educational sentences, 19,595 consisting of confinement/detention measures and the remaining 69,650, socio-educational measures executed in open regime. The total number of offenders represents 0.16% of all children and adolescents in Brazil. The current network is composed of 448 units: 123 detention centers, 43 provisional detention centers, 110 halfway houses, 10 initial assistance establishments, and 162 combined facilities offering more than one modality of assistance. A large portion of these units were built prior to implementation of the SINASE. Brazil is determined to bring all units into conformity with the parameters provided for under the new System. To this end, support to the establishment of integrated initial assistance establishments for youth in state capital cities and in the country’s most populous regions was included in the Government Multi-Annual Plan (Plano Plurianual de Governo – PPA 2012/2015), consisting of an integrated effort involving the Courts, Offices of the Public Prosecutor, Offices of the Public Defender, state public safety/security agencies, and socio-educational personnel.
The support provided for in the PPA 2012/2015, moreover, includes funding for the construction and renovation of facilities, in addition to the construction of new units designed to replace 31 substandard units targeted for closure, identified in a survey of state administrators and through information collected by the Office of the Public Prosecutor. The investments are aimed at ensuring minimum acceptable living conditions throughout the socio-educational system.
Rights Guarantee System
The Statute of the Child and Adolescent provides for a Rights Guarantee System (Sistema de Garantia de Direitos – SGD) to ensure the rights of children and youth, consisting of the participation of the three branches of government (Offices of Public Defender, Executive Branch, Special Courts, Office of the Public Prosecutor, Legislative Assemblies, etc.), civil society, and universities. Of the various actors, the Guardianship Councils and Rights Councils are of particular importance. The Rights Councils are made up of representatives of civil society and government, who are responsible for formulating and monitoring public policies. The Guardianship Councils are independent, non-jurisdictional municipal bodies charged safeguarding the rights of children and youth. Currently in place in 98% of Brazil’s 5565 municipalities, the Guardianship Councils are composed of 5 members elected by the community to in close collaboration, as provided for in article 136 of the ECA. Cities with larger populations may have more than one Guardianship Council.
Equipping and training up the Guardianship Councils and Rights Councils are a priority of the State. With the ultimate objective of implementing Council Schools (Escolas de Conselhos) throughout Brazil (for the purpose of delivering continuous training to council members), a total of 15 schools have been established to date. Furthermore, in the period 2012-2014, each Guardianship Council will receive a basic operational kit: five computers, multifunctional printer, drinking fountain, Internet antenna, fax machine, and motor vehicle.
An important step on the road to greater civil society participation involves the implementation of Municipal and State Councils on the Rights of the Child to serve as deliberative agencies charged with overseeing assistance policies to children and youth. In addition to outlining policy guidelines, council members are responsible for tracking and evaluating socio-educational programs as well as identifying mismanagement, abuses, and omissions in the entities engaged in the field, whether government affiliated or not.
Access to Justice
The Judiciary is charged with operating Juvenile Courts, Jurisdictions and the Offices of Public Defender specially devoted to the youngest population segments. Mandated in the Statute of the Child and Adolescent, Juvenile Courts provide specialized jurisdiction over children and adolescents. The Judiciary has taken active part in executing policies implemented by the Initial Assistance Centers (Núcleos de Atendimento Inicial) for adolescents charged with violations of the law, in coordination with the Office of the Public Prosecutor, Judiciary, and the Office of Public Defender.
In 2012, the Federal Government signed an agreement with the National Justice Council (Conselho Nacional de Justiça) to strengthen the coordination between the two branches, with a view to further promoting the rights of children and adolescents.
Initiatives of the Legislative Branch
Item 42 of the comments of the Committee on the Rights of the Child on Brazil’s last report addressed the importance of updating the legislation governing corporal punishment of children and adolescents in Brazil. Important steps have been taken in the intervening period. Through a broad coalition of civil society organizations, the executive branch sent to the Congress Bill No. 7662 on the right of children and adolescents to be educated and cared for in home, in school, and in the community free of corporal punishment and humiliating treatment of any kind. The Bill was approved by the House of Representatives and sent to the Federal Senate. The objective is to prohibit the use of corporal punishment or cruel and degrading treatment as part of the educational process of children and adolescents. Submission of the Bill coincided with the celebrations marking the twenty-year anniversary of the ECA.
In March 2008, the Federal Senate established a Investigatory Parliamentary Commission on Pedophilia (Comissão Parlamentar de Inquérito sobre a Pedofilia) to conduct an in-depth investigation into the problem, one which has been fueled by the improper use of new media platforms. To address the issue, Law No. 11829/2008 was enacted, in order to increase the sanctions and scope of online pedophilia offenses. In addition to stiffening the sentences for offenses involving online child pornography (from six to eight years’ imprisonment), the law made the purchase, possession, and sale of pornographic materials a criminal offense. 
Participation and Public Oversight
The consolidation of democracy in Brazil is founded on the participation of civil society and popular movements. The Brazilian State has expanded civil society’s participation in the policymaking process as means to foster effective and independent public oversight.
The National Conferences on the Rights of the Child and Adolescent (Conferências Nacionais dos Direitos da Criança e do Adolescente) convened by the National Council on the Rights of the Child and Adolescent (Conselho Nacional dos Direitos da Criança e do Adolescente – CONANDA) serve as the primary tool of direct social participation in this field. First organized in 1994 and held every two years, the National Conferences foster coordinated and in-depth reflection on the rights of children and adolescents and stimulate – through their preparatory stages – the discussion and systematic articulation of ideas and proposals at the three levels of government. The 9th Conference held in 2012 drew 3,000 participants, including 800 youth delegates. Taken together, the preparatory activities undertaken by the state, municipal, and district conferences mobilized approximately 25,000 participants across the country.
CONCLUSION
The initiatives laid out in this Preamble reveal Brazil’s unique approach over the last two decades to addressing a continuing social challenge, namely through the implementation of public policies aimed at guaranteeing the rights of children.
In adopting macro-policy initiatives, Brazil has striven to overcome inequality and poverty, with a view to reclaiming the dignity of families and providing them with the means to meet the basic needs of their children. In addition, the country has implemented specific national policies to serve needs beyond the family setting (including in the education and health fields) and address vulnerabilities arising from pre-existing conditions.
In the case of sector-specific policies, awareness and interpretation of the available (or required) information is a key factor for determining priorities and the pace of implementation.
Another important factor is the effort to draw the various government and non-government actors into the policy planning and its execution process.
These efforts have been thoroughly documented in Brazil’s prior periodic reports, as they are once again in the document now submitted to the United Nations Committee on the Rights of the Child.
