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Introduction
This report delves into the significant violations of the right to peaceful assembly. The right to peaceful assembly is a fundamental human right, integral to the functioning of democratic societies, and is enshrined in several international human rights instruments, including Article 21 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR). This right is pivotal in allowing individuals to collectively express, promote, pursue, and defend common interests. 
In recent years, however, there have been numerous instances in France where this right has been systematically undermined. These incidents have sparked widespread concern among human rights organizations, civil society groups, and international bodies about France’s adherence to its obligations under international law. 
From the Gilets Jaunes (Yellow Vests) protests, which began in 2018 and continued into 2020, to the recent protests against pension reforms and environmental policies, French authorities have repeatedly employed excessive force, engaged in arbitrary arrests, and implemented restrictive measures against peaceful protesters. These actions not only contravene France’s domestic legal commitments but also violate its international obligations under the ICCPR. 
The patterns of suppression observed in various protest movements across France reflect a broader trend of prioritizing public order over fundamental human rights. Reports from reputable organizations such as Human Rights Watch, Amnesty International, and the United Nations have documented these violations, providing a sobering account of the erosion of civil liberties in the country. 
Moreover, these violations have disproportionately impacted marginalized communities, including ethnic minorities, environmental activists, and labor unions, raising serious concerns about systemic discrimination and the unequal application of justice. The government’s heavy-handed response to peaceful assemblies, particularly those challenging its policies, signals an alarming disregard for the principles of democracy and the rule of law. 
This report will examine specific instances where the right to peaceful assembly was compromised in France between 2020 and 2024, highlighting the methods used by authorities to stifle dissent and the resulting human rights implications. It will also offer recommendations for policy reforms aimed at ensuring that France upholds its international obligations and protects the rights of all individuals to assemble peacefully. 
By shedding light on these violations, this report seeks to contribute to ongoing efforts to safeguard civil liberties in France and reinforce the importance of the right to peaceful assembly as a cornerstone of a healthy, functioning democracy.
1. Gilets Jaunes (Yellow Vests) Protests (2020): The excessive use of force by police, including tear gas, rubber bullets, and stun grenades, was reported against peaceful protesters. Arbitrary arrests were also documented. Reports from Human Rights Watch and Amnesty International detailed the use of disproportionate force and the suppression of peaceful assemblies during the Yellow Vests protests, which violate Article 21 of the ICCPR (Right to peaceful assembly) and Article 9 of the ICCPR (Right to liberty and security of person).
2. Protests Against the Global Security Bill (2020-2021): The French government introduced and attempted to pass the Global Security Bill, which aimed to restrict the recording of police officers during protests. This law was seen as a threat to freedom of assembly and expression. The response to protests against this bill included violent police tactics. The United Nations Special Rapporteur on the right to freedom of peaceful assembly expressed concerns over the bill and the police's heavy-handed response to protests, reflecting a violation of Article 21 of the ICCPR (Right to peaceful assembly) and Article 19 of the ICCPR (Freedom of expression).
3. Black Lives Matter Protests (2020): Protests against police violence and racial discrimination were met with a significant police presence and instances of forceful dispersal, particularly targeting marginalized communities. Amnesty International reported that peaceful protesters, especially from minority backgrounds, faced aggressive policing and were disproportionately targeted. These actions violate Article 21 of the ICCPR (Right to peaceful assembly) and Article 2 of the ICCPR (Right to non-discrimination).
4. Pension Reform Protests (2023): Demonstrations against pension reforms were marked by the use of riot police, water cannons, and the arrest of protesters, including labor union leaders. Reports by French human rights organizations highlighted the excessive use of force and the suppression of workers' rights to protest, showing violations of Article 21 of the ICCPR (Right to peaceful assembly) and Article 22 of the ICCPR (Freedom of association).
5. Protests in Support of Palestine (2021): In May 2021, during the escalation of violence in Gaza, French authorities banned pro-Palestinian demonstrations, citing concerns about public order. Police used force to disperse demonstrators who gathered despite the ban, leading to arrests and injuries. The ban on pro-Palestinian demonstrations was widely criticized by human rights organizations, including Amnesty International, which argued that the ban and subsequent police actions violated the right to peaceful assembly and freedom of expression. This action violates Article 21 of the ICCPR (Right to peaceful assembly) and Article 19 of the ICCPR (Freedom of expression). 
6. Protests Against Pension Reform (2024): In early 2024, large-scale protests erupted once again against the French government's proposed pension reforms. These demonstrations were met with a heavy police presence, the use of tear gas, and mass arrests. Reports indicated that law enforcement targeted specific groups, such as labor unions and student organizations, with disproportionate force. Human Rights Watch and local French media documented numerous instances of police brutality during these protests, including videos of law enforcement officers using excessive force against peaceful protesters. The United Nations Human Rights Council also expressed concern over these developments, calling on France to respect the rights of its citizens to peacefully assemble. These forceful actions violate Article 21 of the ICCPR (Right to peaceful assembly) and Article 22 of the ICCPR (Freedom of association). 
7. Environmental Protests (2023-2024): Environmental activists in France have faced increasing repression, particularly those protesting against large infrastructure projects such as the construction of new airports and highways. In several instances, the French government invoked emergency powers to disperse these protests, leading to widespread arrests and the criminalization of environmental activism. Reports from Greenpeace and other environmental organizations highlighted cases where protesters were detained without charge and faced harsh penalties for organizing or participating in peaceful demonstrations. The European Court of Human Rights has also received complaints regarding the treatment of environmental protesters in France. These actions violate Article 21 of the ICCPR (Right to peaceful assembly) and Article 19 of the ICCPR (Freedom of expression).
8. Protests Against the New Immigration Law (2024): In response to a new immigration law that many viewed as discriminatory, protests broke out across France in 2024. The government's response included a significant police crackdown, with hundreds of protesters detained, many of whom were migrants or from marginalized communities. Amnesty International and local human rights groups reported on the disproportionate use of force against protesters and the discriminatory nature of the arrests. The crackdown was seen as part of a broader trend of targeting minority communities under the guise of maintaining public order. These actions violate Article 21 of the ICCPR (Right to peaceful assembly) and Article 2 of the ICCPR (Right to non-discrimination).
Recommendations: 
1. Review and Reform of Policing Practices: The French government should conduct a thorough review of its policing practices, particularly concerning the use of force during peaceful assemblies. Clear guidelines must be established to ensure that any force used is necessary and proportionate.
2. Strengthen Accountability Mechanisms: Establish independent bodies to investigate and hold accountable those responsible for violating the right to peaceful assembly, including law enforcement officials. 
3. Legislative Safeguards: Ensure that any legislation, such as the Global Security Bill, does not infringe upon the rights to peaceful assembly and freedom of expression. Laws that are found to be restrictive should be repealed or amended in line with international human rights standards.
4. Training for Law Enforcement: Provide comprehensive training for police and security forces on human rights and the appropriate management of peaceful assemblies. This training should emphasize de-escalation techniques and the protection of the rights of protesters. 
5. Engagement with Civil Society: The French government should engage more actively with civil society organizations to address concerns related to the right to peaceful assembly and work collaboratively to create a more supportive environment for exercising this right. 
All these cases illustrate a pattern of systematic violations of the right to peaceful assembly in France, particularly against marginalized groups and movements challenging government policies. The French government's approach has often been criticized for prioritizing public order over fundamental human rights, leading to a significant erosion of civil liberties in the country. The right to peaceful assembly is a cornerstone of democratic societies, and France, as a signatory to the ICCPR, has a duty to uphold this right. The violations highlighted in this report underscore the need for urgent reforms to align France's practices with its international human rights obligations. Implementing the recommendations provided will be crucial in ensuring that the right to peaceful assembly is respected and protected in France.

