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1.	To strengthen the promotion of reading and encourage students to develop a good reading habit from a young age, the Education Bureau (EDB) has disbursed a new Promotion of Reading Grant to all public sector schools and schools under the Direct Subsidy Scheme from the 2018/19 school year, and to all kindergartens joining the Kindergarten Education Scheme from the 2019/20 school year onwards.  In July 2020, the EDB launched an “eRead Scheme”, which provided a wide range of  e-books in various categories and levels, to support students to achieve “suspending classes without suspending learning” during the COVID-19 epidemic.  With effect from 1 September 2020, the Educational Television (i.e. ETV) has been renamed as the Educational Multimedia (i.e. EMM) (https://emm.edcity.hk) and re-positioned to provide more diverse multimedia learning and teaching resources for students and teachers.  The EDB also launched a dedicated webpage (www.edb.gov.hk/ited/eh) in 2020 to assist schools in adopting e-learning modes to support students learning at home during the COVID-19 epidemic.
Fostering students’ information literacy
2.	To foster students’ information literacy, the EDB provides a framework on “Information Literacy for Hong Kong Students” for schools to nurture their students’ ability and attitude to use information and communication technology effectively and ethically, including healthy use of the Internet.  We also provide relevant professional development programmes and resource kits for teachers, and organise related student activities.  Moreover, we organise seminars to help parents cultivate good habits of their children in using information technology in daily life and study, including avoiding indecent contents.  A telephone hotline has also been set up to provide individual support for parents, teachers and students in need.



Additional assistance implemented for students’ e-learning at home during the COVID-19 epidemic
3.	The Government has been implementing e-learning for many years by equipping schools with the necessary facilities and subsidising needy students to access Internet at home for learning.  Upon the outbreak of COVID-19 epidemic, the EDB has strengthened the support to needy primary and secondary students who are unable to acquire appropriate Internet services due to their living environment through disbursing a one-off top-up grant to subsidise schools for purchasing portable Wi-Fi routers (Wi-Fi eggs) and/or mobile data cards.
4. 	Besides, through the Community Care Fund, the EDB has since the 2018/19 school year implemented a three-year assistance programme on the provision of subsidy to needy primary and secondary students studying in schools with Bring Your Own Device policy for purchasing mobile computer devices.  Upon the outbreak of COVID-19, the EDB flexibly accepts applications submitted from all public sector schools implementing e-learning.  From the 2021/22 school year for three years, we will through the Quality Education Fund subsidise schools to purchase mobile computer devices and Internet facilities (portable Wi-Fi routers and mobile data cards) for their needy students to ensure that all students would have equal opportunities in accessing e-learning to achieve quality education.
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