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International Alliance for Peace and Development
Report submitted to the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities regarding Ethiopia under the List of Issues
The International Alliance for Peace and Development (IAPD) welcomes the opportunity to submit this report to the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) to assess Ethiopia’s compliance with the principles and provisions of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, which Ethiopia ratified on 7 July 2010.[footnoteRef:1] This report aims to provide the Committee with information and data-based analysis on Ethiopia’s compliance with several obligations under the Convention, with a particular focus on provisions relating to equality and non-discrimination, access to justice, access to services and the right to education, and, lastly, the right to participate in public and political life. [1:  Available at the following link: https://tinyurl.com/887d74nd] 

1. Equality and Non-Discrimination: Article 5
IAPD notes that Proclamation No. (568/2008) on the right of persons with disabilities to employment and the Civil Service Proclamation, including their relevant provisions concerning persons with disabilities, do not provide meaningful equality and non-discrimination for persons with disabilities in Ethiopia. Although the relevant governmental bodies promote the Convention for persons with disabilities and by organizations working to support this group, such promotion remains largely formal in nature. In practice, discriminatory conduct against persons with disabilities is rarely subject to effective sanction. Moreover, attempts by persons with disabilities to seek justice are often met with bureaucratic hurdles and limited resources, which frequently discourage individuals in this group from reporting discrimination.
It is also noteworthy that Ethiopia has not adopted, in law, a comprehensive framework on the rights of persons with disabilities that includes a clear definition of discrimination based on disability, notwithstanding the existence of a draft law currently being prepared. In addition, the applicable regulations do not provide provisions for reasonable accommodation across all areas of the rights of persons with disabilities. Furthermore, the legal framework does not establish clear procedures for submitting complaints and obtaining effective legal remedies in cases of discrimination.
IAPD requests the Committee to ask Ethiopia the following:
· What are the most recent developments toward adopting a comprehensive disability law, and to what extent will the provisions currently being drafted align with the Convention?
· How many complaints have been verified and examined regarding discrimination against persons with disabilities?


2. Access to Justice: Article 13
The Constitution of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia explicitly recognizes the right to access to justice and equality before the law as fundamental rights, including for persons with disabilities. In this context, the Ethiopian Government has launched the National Action Plan on Disability (2026–2035), alongside ongoing discussions regarding the draft comprehensive Ethiopian disability law, designed to introduce clear procedures for submitting complaints and seeking remedies against disability-based discrimination.
However, IAPD’s analysis of the existing legislative and legal provisions concludes that these laws do not contain explicit and unified requirements requiring courts to automatically provide and cover the costs of professional sign-language interpreters or provide materials in “Braille” or other alternative formats. As a result, persons with disabilities face a financial and logistical burden when attempting to access the courts.[footnoteRef:2] In addition, Ethiopian civil law continues to treat certain categories of persons with disabilities as persons with incomplete legal capacity, which forces them to rely on representatives in court proceedings. In general, IAPD considers that Ethiopian legislation places practical limits on the legal capacity of persons with disabilities based on a substitute decision-making model, rather than the supported decision-making model required by the Convention.[footnoteRef:3] [2:  Access to Justice for Persons with Hearing Impairment During Criminal Proceeding in Ethiopia: Legal Analysis and Challenges in East Hararge Zone Courts in Oromia Region, https://shorturl.at/tOT4l]  [3:  Legal capacity of persons with disabilities in Ethiopia: The need to reform existing legal frameworks, https://tinyurl.com/29jay28q] 

Moreover, Ethiopian legislation fails to provide for the training of personnel within the judicial system, which constitutes an additional violation of the right to effective access to justice for persons with hearing impairments during judicial proceedings. To date, judicial administrators and judicial staff have received no effective training, either on the rights of persons with disabilities in general or specifically on the right of persons with hearing disabilities to access justice in criminal proceedings.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Ibid ] 

In contrast, Ethiopia has not acceded to the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. This restricts persons with hearing disabilities from accessing a range of procedural safeguards that are, in principle, initially limited, such as the right to appeal, the submission of complaints, and the pursuit of effective remedies through the extended stages of judicial proceedings up to the United Nations Committee. This, in turn, imposes additional burdens on the practical realization of their right to access justice.[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Ratification, Reporting & Documentation for Ethiopia, https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/TreatyBodyExternal/Countries.aspx] 

The Optional Protocol grants the CRPD the authority to receive communications submitted by individuals or groups, or on their behalf, who are subject to the jurisdiction of a State Party to the Convention and who claim that the State has violated the provisions of the Convention. However, no person with a disability may submit a complaint to the Committee unless their State has ratified the Optional Protocol, and unless their rights under the Convention have been violated, and only after all domestic remedies have been exhausted. As a result, in countries that have not ratified the Optional Protocol, persons with disabilities have no recourse to an international remedy. This may undermine the potential impact of the rights enshrined in the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and weaken opportunities to benefit from those rights.

IAPD requests the Committee to ask Ethiopia the following:
· What steps have been taken to implement the National Action Plan on Disability (2026–2035) and to ensure the meaningful participation of persons with disabilities in its implementation?
· Is there an intention to amend the Civil Code to grant full legal capacity to certain categories of persons with disabilities before the courts?
· Is there any intention to accede to the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities?
3. Accessibility: Article 9
Despite the Ethiopian Government’s adoption of Proclamation No. 624/2009 on construction, which requires all public facilities, including health centers, to be accessible to persons with disabilities and free from barriers,[footnoteRef:6] the legal framework is not actually implemented on the ground due to the absence of implementing regulations. As a result, the majority of roads, buildings, and health facilities lack safety standards that would limit physical risks that persons with disabilities may encounter when accessing services, especially medical services. In addition to the high costs of obtaining private health care for disabilities and related medical equipment, free clinical care is often below the required standard due to the lack of essential means for a comprehensive physical examination. While some free health programs exist, they do not provide all medical services free of charge.[footnoteRef:7] [6:  Ethiopian Building Proclamation, Ministry of Justice, Ethiopia, May 2009. https://tinyurl.com/ycxw5nku]  [7:  Perspectives of care providers on obstacles to healthcare access for people with disabilities in Ethiopia: a qualitative investigation, National Library of Medicine, Oct 2024. https://tinyurl.com/fa2bzk3t] 

This suffering has been reflected in testimonies provided by persons with disabilities during the public hearing held by the Ethiopian Human Rights Commission in Hawassa on 28 and 29 April 2026. This hearing was part of the Commission’s ongoing systematic human rights inquiry into the accessibility of roads and buildings for persons with disabilities. During the proceedings, participants raised health and physical risks associated with the prevalence of open drainage and the lack of closed sewage systems. These issues not only increase the likelihood of persons with disabilities contracting diseases; they also limit their opportunities for employment, education, and care, thereby disrupting their social life and affecting their economic ability.[footnoteRef:8] [8:  Accessibility of Roads and Buildings for Persons with Disabilities Remains a Pressing Human Rights Concern, Ethiopian Human Rights Commission, June 2026. https://tinyurl.com/4kc25mry] 

IAPD requests the Committee to ask Ethiopia the following:
· What recent guarantees have been adopted to ensure that institutions, buildings, and health facilities meet requirements for safe and accessible design for persons with disabilities, and to enable the Ethiopian Construction Authority to monitor implementation of these requirements, as well as for the building permits and construction monitoring authority to verify compliance with these standards and issue construction and planning permits accordingly?
4. Right to Education: Article 24
Students with disabilities in Ethiopia face significant challenges in accessing education. These challenges are multiple and interrelated. One of the most critical challenges is the general collapse of the education system following the closure of hundreds of schools after the war, particularly in the Amhara, Tigray, and Oromia regions, which are among the main regional states, resulting in 9 million children out of school.[footnoteRef:9]  In addition, Ethiopia does not sufficiently support special education and training programs for persons with disabilities. This is further compounded by other factors, including the deterioration of educational institutional capacity following the effects of the conflict. This includes the lack of qualified personnel able to work with different disability types of disabilities and the absence of curricula tailored to their needs. As a result, the enrollment rates for students with special educational needs have not exceeded 11.8% in primary and lower-secondary education,[footnoteRef:10] and only 3% attend secondary schools. [9:  Ethiopia’s Education Crisis Continues – Millions are Left with Uncertainty, NORRAG Global Education Centre, Feb 2026.  https://tinyurl.com/24wvzv7m]  [10:  Country brief: Ethiopia’s education crisis, Geneva Global Hub for Education in Emergencies, Jan 2026. https://tinyurl.com/4wjfx878] 

Despite the Ethiopian Ministry of Women and Social Affairs organizing the 15th Sign Language Research Conference in Addis Ababa in January 2025, which emphasized the importance of sign language for the inclusive access of persons with hearing disabilities to all public services, Ethiopia still lacks official recognition of Ethiopian Sign Language (EthSL). This is despite the presence of more than 3.5 million citizens with hearing disabilities. The absence of official recognition has a direct and serious impact on Ethiopian students’ right to education, contributes to higher dropout rates, and prevents the use of sign language in classrooms, thereby deepening the marginalization of this group within schools.[footnoteRef:11] [11:  Lack of national sign language recognition deepens barriers for the deaf and disabled communities, Capital, June 2025. https://tinyurl.com/yydh2kh7] 

IAPD requests the Committee to ask Ethiopia the following:
· What are the new government plans following the June 2026 elections regarding education-system reform and an inclusive approach to integrating persons with disabilities into educational institutions that ensures disability-specific needs are considered and guarantees the enjoyment of the right to education?
· What developments have occurred since February 2025 regarding initiatives by donor organizations to develop schools and support the educational needs of blind students and students with visual impairments across all regions of Ethiopia?
5. Participation in Political and Public Life: Article 29
Persons with disabilities constitute a significant part of Ethiopian society, which makes their meaningful participation and impact on inclusive political life, reflecting the needs of all groups and segments of society, essential.[footnoteRef:12] Although persons with disabilities are included in the Ethiopian Election Proclamation, the registration of political parties, and the 2019 Election Code of Conduct, the framework nevertheless contains many obstacles that hinder persons with disabilities from participating in the electoral process. [12:  Amhara Media Corporation, July 2026. https://tinyurl.com/4bf4cmp4] 

This is because the law explicitly differentiates between persons with disabilities based on the type of disability, and it even bars persons with certain disabilities from voting altogether. The law prohibits persons with intellectual disabilities from participating in political life and excludes them from voting in elections. Moreover, accessibility arrangements for polling stations and voting procedures are limited only to persons with physical disabilities. There is no comparable attention to other disability types, as if those persons do not constitute part of their society. This is reflected in the lack of legal inclusion of alternative voting arrangements for persons with disabilities.[footnoteRef:13] [13:  Missed opportunity: Evaluating Ethiopia’s electoral proclamation through the prism of CRPD voting standards, The Pretoria University Law Press, https://tinyurl.com/yjhww3ej] 

These concerns were also evident during the voter registration process for the general elections held on 1 June 2026. IAPD noted that persons with disabilities had limited access during registration due to significant difficulties caused by new digital systems. Only 12% of manual registration centers and 23% of tablet-based centers were independently accessible to persons with disabilities.[footnoteRef:14] In addition, persons with disabilities were able to participate in the Ethiopian National Dialogue table at a rate of only 10%, according to the Ethiopian National Dialogue Commission.[footnoteRef:15] [14:  Coalition Spotlights Security Failures, Accessibility Shortcomings in Voter Registration Process, The Reporter Ethiopia, May 2026. https://tinyurl.com/4548t4sk]  [15:  Amhara Media Corporation, July 2026. https://tinyurl.com/4bf4cmp4] 

By contrast, IAPD continues to observe concerns regarding the inadequate representation of persons with disabilities in local councils, and the lack of representation is even more pronounced for women with disabilities.
IAPD requests the Committee to ask Ethiopia the following:
· Are there official data documenting the percentage of persons with disabilities who voted in Ethiopia’s seventh general election?
· What were the outcomes of the National Dialogue regarding strengthening the rights of persons with disabilities, particularly their right to political participation?
· What future measures will the Government take to empower women with disabilities to participate in decision-making centers?
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