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September 11, 2023
TO: CEDAW Secretariat 

Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights


Palais Wilson -52, rue des Pâquis

CH-1201 Geneva, Switzerland 

Email: ohchr-cedaw@un.org
Cc: iwraw-ap@iwraw-ap.org
SUBMITTED BY:  

EnGendeRights, Inc. 

RE: Report for the 86th Session Review on the Philippines
EnGendeRights provides information on continuing violations of rights of lesbians, bisexuals, and transgender (LBT) people and concerns related to gender-based violence (GBV), marriage, and family laws despite the repeated recommendation of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women (the Committee).  The Committee may post this submission on the CEDAW website. 
PART ONE: Discrimination based on sexual orientation, gender identity, and expression (SOGIE)
1. LBT people experience widespread discrimination, harassment, and violence in their own families, schools, workplaces, and communities violating their rights to SOGIE.  Some were physically abused, raped,
 tortured, and murdered. Many were denied access to justice and were discriminated against in court decisions implying LBT rights are wants rather than human rights, tagging a lesbian woman as immoral and justifying her beating and forced detention by her mother, 
 and allowing low penalty for murder of a transgender woman. 

2. Other examples of violations of LBT people are forcing transgender women to wear stereotyped clothes and hair styles resulting in student and employee absences; the physical and sexual abuse of lesbians and transgender women by law enforcement officers
 and arrest and filing of trumped up criminal charges such as public scandal, and Anti-Trafficking against LBT people to extort money from them;
 threats by local government officials to force lesbians to undergo military training; a local government profiling transwomen by forcing them to register their names simply for loitering in a public park.

3. LBT persons experience lifelong experiences of abuse and intersectionalities of discrimination that impact them throughout their lives.  This lifelong and intersectional discrimination has resulted in joblessness, poverty, lack of savings, hunger, physical and mental health decline, lack of access to health care, stable housing, social isolation, and violence and abuse throughout their lives.
  
4. Older LGBTI people who were forced to leave home and drop out of school when they were young lost opportunities to learn job skills, had limited career options and had difficulty finding employment. Many older LBT people have no social security pension and no savings.
 
5. These violations are exacerbated by absence of laws and policies, i.e., the absence of comprehensive national laws on anti-discrimination, gender identity recognition, hate crimes, and marriage equality.
 

The government needs to take appropriate steps to prosecute violations of LBT rights to end impunity.    

6. These persistent violations are fueled by conservative religious beliefs that lead to the continued failure of the government to fully comply with its obligations under international law.

I. Discrimination in Practices

A. Sexual Assault 

7. There are cases of rape of butch lesbians, some resulting in unwanted pregnancies.  Some of these crimes were committed by their own male friends or drinking buddies who specifically targeted the butch lesbians.  Criminal charges against the perpetrators are rarely pursued for various reasons including the prohibitive cost of legal services and the stigma attached with being a lesbian rape survivor.
 

8. There were Muslim lesbians who were raped in Jolo,
  with the rape of one lesbian arranged by her father.
 One Muslim lesbian committed suicide after being sexually abused. 
  Many lesbians have fled their homes and now live with their friends. 

B. Discrimination in Education and Employment 

9. Transgender people are forced to wear stereotyped clothes and hair styles resulting in student and employee absences in schools and workplaces.
 

10. Some LBT students drop out of schools because they are humiliated.   A teacher forced a transgender boy to parade in school in a makeshift skirt using a curtain and forcing him to wear clothes that is against his gender identity.  Transwomen students are not allowed to attend school until they wear “proper uniform for male students” and cut their hair short.

C. Discrimination by State Actors

11. Some police officers also ridicule LBT people who come to them to file complaints such as asking a transgender woman who was gang raped whether she enjoyed it. 
 Some police officers, upon requests of parents, have accused the butch lesbian partners of their daughters with kidnapping,
 even if both lesbian partners are of legal age and in consenting relationships
 and also intimidate and force the couples to separate.

12. In a report on LBT people in Jolo, there was a declaration by local government officials in Jolo in 2010 to ban gays and lesbians saying, “Lesbians will be brought to the countryside for military training and gays will be hanged.”

13. At centers for Children in Conflict with the Law (CICL), LBT people are placed in sleeping quarters based on their sex assigned at birth. There were gay CICL who were raped by adult male inmates after they were transferred to regular jails upon reaching the age of 18.   One transgender girl was forced at the center to cut her hair short, wear stereotyped men’s clothes and lower her voice to conform to male gender stereotypes.
 

II. Discrimination in Laws and Policies

A. Discrimination in Health Care

14. LBT persons’ sexual health needs are absent in the national RH program.
 In the DOH registry on HIV/AIDS, transgender women are lumped together under men who have sex with men (MSM).
  Guidelines need to be created to ensure LBT-responsive health services.

B. Absence of a National Anti-Discrimination Law and Hate Crime Law

15. There is no national law that comprehensively protects LBT people from discrimination nor promotes their rights although there have been several anti-discrimination bills based on SOGIE introduced in several congresses for the past 24 years.
  

16. There is evidence of an increase in number of hate crimes against LBT persons. This is indeed cause for alarm and signals the urgency to pass laws eliminating discrimination against and promoting equality of LBT persons.  The fact that the Anti-discrimination bill has not been passed into law mirrors a society where many have not stood up for the rights of LBT persons to equality and non-discrimination.  

C. Absence of a Marriage Equality Law 
17. The right of LBT persons to marriage equality is not recognized.  LBT couples are denied the same benefits enjoyed by heterosexuals such as the right to jointly adopt children, own conjugal properties, intestate succession, immigration, and avail of benefits related to social security, medical, hospitalization, next-of-kin, burial, among others.
  These rights and benefits have long been enjoyed by married heterosexual couples simply because they were heterosexuals.  Not allowing LBT couples these basic rights is outright discrimination against LBT persons based on their SOGIE.

18. The marriages of Filipino LBT nationals who were married in countries where marriage equality is recognized should be considered valid in the Philippines as Article 26 of the Family Code states, “[a]ll marriages solemnized outside the Philippines, in accordance with the laws in force in the country where they were solemnized, and valid there as such, shall also be valid in this country.”
 Not recognizing LBT marriages solemnized abroad discriminate LBTs and violate equal protection laws. 

D. Absence of a Gender Recognition Law 
19. Transgender people will continue to suffer discrimination as long as there are no laws and policies that allow them to change their name and civil status based on their gender identity and expression.
 

20. Filipino transgender women and men and intersex people who were granted change of name and sex in countries where it is recognized are forced to either give up their Filipino citizenship or live their lives with two different legal identities. 

E. Denial of Access to Justice 

21. In the 2015 case of the murder of transwoman J.L., the perpetrator US Marine Lance Corporal Pemberton was meted a low penalty.  The lower court allowed the mitigating circumstance that Pemberton killed J.L. upon realizing that she was a transgender woman.  The court disregarded evidence of clear use of superior strength where Pemberton used his military training to arm-lock J.L. until she fell unconscious and despite patent cruelty when Pemberton dragged her unconscious body to the toilet bowl and drowned her and flushing the lever at the same time.  

22. A lesbian faced blatant discrimination when justices of the Court of Appeals issued homophobic statements during hearings. Several justices suggested that she was an immoral person because she is a lesbian, and went so far as to suggest that consequently, A’s mother was justified in kidnapping, holding hostage, and beating her. 
   

23. LBT persons in cohabiting relationships suffer physical abuse, verbal, psychological abuse even from their neighbors.  They feel unsafe to return to their homes and sometimes they face criminal prosecution for defending themselves against abuse and harassment, however, instead of dismissing their cases on the ground of self-defense, their cases remain pending and they are hounded by fears of being arrested and detained. 
  

24. In 2014, M.L.T., a transgender woman working at a call center company in Quezon City, filed a criminal complaint for violation of a City ordinance
 and unjust vexation for the humiliation she suffered when two security guards prohibited her to use the company female restroom, however, she was denied justice when her criminal complaint was dismissed.

25. In a custody case filed by a lesbian mother who used to suffer beatings from her husband, the Regional Trial Court judge made pronouncements in open court that the lesbian woman’s relationship with her lesbian partner was “abnormal”.

26. In the Supreme Court case of G. v. G., the Court held that sexual preference does not prove parental neglect or incompetence. 
  It was, however, mentioned in the decision that the husband failed to “demonstrate that [the respondent] carried on her purported relationship with a person of the same sex in the presence of their son” or that “the son was exposed to the mother’s alleged sexual proclivities or that his proper moral and psychological development suffered as a result.” 
  This continues to perpetuate the homophobic situation where heterosexual couples can show affection in front of their children while lesbian couples cannot do the same simply because they are lesbians.
 

27. Numerous court decisions have denied petitions of transgender women to change the name and sex on the birth record.  One such case was the 2007 SC decision denying the petition of M.S. to change her name and sex from male-to-female after her sex surgery.
  The court cited the bible, “When God created man, He made him in the likeness of God; He created them male and female. (Genesis 5:1-2)” violating the constitutional guarantee on non-establishment of religion.  While in the 2008 case of J.C., the change of sex and name in the birth certificate of an intersex person was granted by the Supreme Court because of the medical condition of the petitioner called congenital adrenal hyperplasia.
  The lack of a gender recognition law results in unequal protection of the law because there are some cases when the lower courts have granted the change of name and sex based on the change of sex of the person through surgery and when the rulings were not appealed by Office of the Solicitor General, the petitioners were able to successfully change their name and sex.
 

28. Laws and policies protecting the rights to gender identity and expression would be important steps in eliminating discrimination against transgender persons.

29. In 2009, the A.L. Partylist, a nationwide organization of LBTs running for party-list congressional seats in the 2010 elections, was denied accreditation by the Commission on Elections (COMELEC) on moral grounds, citing the Bible and the Koran, claiming that A.L. tolerates immorality, and that practicing homosexuals are a threat to the youth. 
   In 2010, although the Supreme Court issued an injunction against the COMELEC’s denial of A.L. Partylist’s registration, thereby, allowing the accreditation of A.L., 
 the Supreme Court included in the decision reference to LBT persons that tend to diminish LBTs rights stating, “x x x not everything that society – or a certain segment of society – wants or demands is automatically a human right. This is not an arbitrary human intervention that may be added to or subtracted from at will. It is unfortunate that much of what passes for human rights today is a much broader context of needs that identifies many social desires as rights in order to further claims that international law obliges states to sanction these innovations. This has the effect of diluting real human rights, and is a result of the notion that if “wants” are couched in “rights” language, then they are no longer controversial. 

30. The following laws are recommended to be enacted: 
(a) SOGIE Equality Law and Comprehensive Anti-Discrimination Law; 
(b) Gender Recognition Law; 
(c) Marriage Equality Law.  
LBTs should be afforded access to justice and equal protection of the law, inter alia, a lesbian mother’s right to custody of her child. 

III. Suicide among Young LBT People
31. Suicide rates still remain high for the LBT adolescents and young people.
 This elevated suicide risk among LBT young adults is related to issues ranging from experiences of discrimination, experiences of sexual-orientation related violence, perceived stigma, and internalized homophobia.
 
32.  It is recommended that issues related to the impact of LBT discrimination must be part of sexuality education guidelines to help eliminate discrimination against LBTs and address suicide among young LBTs.

PART TWO: Gender-based Violence, Marriage, and Family Relations 
I. GBV 
A. Rape (Article 1, 2, 3, 6; GR 19)

33. There is a high incidence of rape.  Reports of rape-slays are also commonplace. Despite the Anti-Rape Law of 1997 and the Rape Victim Assistance and Protection Act of 1998, numerous rape complaints are dismissed by prosecutors and judges,
 showing that many rape survivors are not given credence and are denied justice.   Many judges and public prosecutors still do not understand the realities of rape as GBV.
 
34. In the views on the K.T.V. vs. Philippines (Communication No. 18/2008) adopted by the CEDAW Committee on July 16, 2010,
 the CEDAW Committee recommended that the Philippine anti-rape law should center on the lack of consent as the core of the definition of rape and the anti-rape law has not been amended to adopt this this recommendation.
  
A.1. Denial of Access to Emergency Contraceptives for Rape Survivors

35. While over 130 countries have registered emergency contraceptive pills (ECPs) that can prevent pregnancy resulting from rape, the Philippines has no registered ECPs.  Postinor, the only previous ECP registered, has been delisted since 2001.
  Many health care providers, social workers, police officers, and lawyers are not aware that rape victims can use different methods of emergency contraception such as the Yuzpe method using the combined oral contraceptives and dedicated ECPs.  Even the current language of the Reproductive Health Law restricts the access of rape victims to ECPs by disallowing national government hospitals from purchasing ECPs
 thereby leaving only the local government hospitals to purchase and dispense ECPs.  
36. The Department of Health has not issued an Administrative Order clearly stating the various emergency contraceptive methods (e.g., levonorgestrel, Yuzpe method, Ulipristal Acetate, copper-releasing IUDs and levonorgestrel IUDs). 

A.2. Denial of Access to Post-Exposure Prophylaxis for Rape Survivors

37. Many government HIV testing and counseling centers are not aware that rape victims can prevent HIV transmission by availing of post-exposure prophylaxis (PEP) within three days from the rape with the 28-day regimen of anti-retrovirals.  

A.3. Denial of Access to Safe and Legal Abortion for Rape Survivors

38. The Philippines has one of the most restrictive abortion laws around the world.  In 2020, Clara Rita Padilla of EnGendeRights drafted a bill to Decriminalize Induced Abortion to Save the Lives of Women, Girls and Persons of Diverse Gender Identities
 for the Philippine Safe Abortion Advocacy Network and yet no legislator has filed the bill in Congress despite clear recommendations of the CEDAW Committee to remove the punitive provisions of abortion as early as 2006.

A.4. Lack of Access to DNA Analysis 

39. While rape incidence throughout the country is high, there is only one Philippine National Police DNA laboratory and one National Bureau of Investigation DNA laboratory for the whole country.  There are very few PNP medico-legal officers and very few social workers, psychiatrists, and psychologists who provide psycho-social counseling for rape survivors.  It is even very common for girl rape victims to wait three months before they receive any form of psycho-social counseling.
  While Republic Act 8505 requires rape crisis centers to be set up in every province and city, many provinces and cities have not established their rape crisis centers.  

40. It is important for the government to: 

a) produce a monthly report of the number of rape cases that were dismissed and appealed by the Office of the Solicitor General to the higher courts;

b) enhance sharing of criminal information between courts and the PNP throughout the country on accused facing criminal charges for rape with unserved warrants of arrest to facilitate the arrest of perpetrators; 
c) enhance the profiling of perpetrators of rape and rape-slay to aid in prevention and prosecution;
d) strengthen the investigatory roles of prosecutors
B. Intimate Partner Violence

41. Studies show that three out of five Filipino women have been victims of physical abuse.
 Even with the Anti-Violence against Women and Their Children Act of 2004 (Anti-VAWC Act) there is still an ongoing disjunct between the law and how the law is being implemented in barangays, police stations, and courts.
 There are judges who delay the release of Permanent Protection Orders, issue limited Protection Orders or refuse to issue Contempt Orders for violations of Protections Orders issued under the Anti-VAWC Act.

42.  There are countless married and unmarried women who have filed criminal cases against their husbands or partners to support their children but these cases have been dismissed by prosecutors and courts by using a very restrictive interpretation of the Anti-VAWC law
 resulting to lack of redress and no support being provided to the children for months or even years.    Denial or inadequate support is by itself a form of gender-based violence as previously held by the Supreme Court in the cases of Melgar and Reyes.
 A new law that expressly provides denial or inadequate support is also needed to do away with varying interpretations of the law.
II. Marriage and Family Relations
A. Non-availability of Absolute Divorce in the Philippines (Article 16)
43. There is no absolute divorce or no-fault divorce in the Philippines.  There is only annulment of marriage under Art. 36 of the Family Code.  Cases for annulment of marriage are costly and inaccessible to poor women and court decisions nullifying marriages are difficult to obtain because of varying judicial interpretations.
  Divorce must be made available.
B. Discriminatory Provisions in the Family Code (Article 16)
44. The husband’s decision prevails over the wife in cases where there is disagreement on the administration or enjoyment of community property and over the exercise of parental authority.
 
C. Discriminatory Provisions in the Muslim Code and Discriminatory Practices (Articles 16, 5)
45. The Muslim Code allows the following:

a. polygamy, 

b. the husband is given the authority to choose the family residence

c. the husband can deny his permission to his wife to practice a profession or occupation of her choice.

46. In some indigenous communities, polygamy and abduction for forced cohabitation are still practiced.  These discriminatory provisions of the Muslim Code should be repealed.

D.  Discriminatory Penal Provisions on Adultery (Article 3)
47. Adultery is still penalized in the Philippines.
  In many countries around the world, the criminal provisions imposed on adultery have already been repealed.
  

48. The intended purpose of the criminal provision on adultery is protect the rights of real heirs.  However, many adultery cases are filed by estranged husbands who have long been separated from their wives and who have no intention of reuniting with their wives nor do they have any intention of supporting the illegitimate child of their wives.
  Many adultery cases are filed to harass women and sometime to threaten and coerce them to transfer contested property in the name of the estranged husband.
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� A transgender woman who worked as a Barangay Councilor in one of the cities in Quezon City was sexually abused and verbally assailed by the Barangay Captain during her tenure. LADLAD documented case. May 2010. Barangay – smallest government unit in the community.


� Court of Appeals Amparo Case.


�A lesbian was illegally detained in a Police Station after she was forcefully abducted, ganged up and beaten by the family member and friends, including a police officer. Lesbian abducted and illegally detained in the Precinct. Armida Rico, May 31, 2011. � HYPERLINK "http://www.abante-tonite.com/issue/may3111/crime_story02.htm" �http://www.abante-tonite.com/issue/may3111/crime_story02.htm�


� Oscar Atadero, “Opening communication lines with fingers crossed,” Outrage Magazine, July 27, 2012, http://outragemag.com/online/opening-communication-lines-with-fingers-crossed.


� Report of a participant at the UPR Workshop held on August 26, 2016 regarding the practice of a local government in Cebu in forcing transwomen and gays loitering at Mango Park to register. 


� Impacts of Aging and Lifelong Discrimination on Older LGBTI People, Philippine Fact Sheet (2023) produced by EnGendeRights, Outright International and SAGE, available at


�HYPERLINK "https://outrightactionint.prod.acquia-sites.com/sites/default/files/2023-06/Phils%20EGR%20Outright%20English%20FactSheet.pdf"�https://outrightactionint.prod.acquia-sites.com/sites/default/files/2023-06/Phils%20EGR%20Outright%20English%20FactSheet.pdf�. 


� Ibid. 


� Anti-Discrimination Ordinances with differing provisions have been passed in local government units such as in 11 cities, one municipality, two provinces and three barangays affording protection for LBTs within their jurisdictions. Vigan City (Ilocos Sur), Candon City (Ilocos Sur), Dagupan City (Pangasinan), Angeles City (Pampanga), Quezon City 2003 and 2014, Antipolo City (Rizal), Bacolod City (Negros Occidental), Cebu City (Cebu), Mandaue City (Cebu), Municipality of San Julian (Eastern Samar), Puerto Princesa City, Davao City; Province of Agusan Del Norte, Province of Cavite; Barangay Bagbag (Quezon City District 4), Barangay Greater Lagro (Quezon City District 2), Barangay Pansol (Quezon City District 3);  See GALANG Philippines, Inc., Policy Audit: Social Protection Policies and Urban Poor LBTs in the Philippines, August 2013, available at 


http://opendocs.ids.ac.uk/opendocs/bitstream/handle/123456789/2892/ER21Policy_Audit_Social_Protection_Policies_and_Urban_Poor_LBTs_in_the_Philippines.pdf?sequence=7


� GALANG: A Movement in the Making for the Rights of Poor LBTs in the Philippines, at 6 and 9.  


� A 2013 report quoted a Tausug lesbian, president of a Jolo-based lesbian organization in  “Dangerous Live: Being LBT in Muslim Mindanao”, Outrage, December 10, 2013, accessed April 15, 2016, � HYPERLINK "http://outragemag.com/dangerous-lives-lgbt-muslim-mindanao/" �http://outragemag.com/dangerous-lives-LBT-muslim-mindanao/� [hereinafter “Dangerous Lives”].


� Id. 


� Id. 


� Id. 


� The House of Representatives issued Memorandum Circular No. 05-14 prescribing women to wear dresses on certain days.  This resulted in women employees including lesbians complaining that the circular does not give them an option to wear clothes other than dresses on certain days.


� Actual cases gathered from December 2011 onwards.  Evidence-gathering methods and identities withheld for confidentiality.


� Dangerous Lives.


� Kidnapping is under “Crimes Against Liberty,” Article 267 on “Kidnapping And Serious Illegal Detention”, An Act Revising the Penal Code and other Penal Laws, the Revised Penal Code of the Philippines, accessed February 15, 2013, � HYPERLINK "http://www.un.org/depts/los/legIslatIonandtreatIes/pdffIles/phl_revised_penal_code.pdf" �http://www.un.org/depts/los/legIslatIonandtreatIes/pdffIles/phl_revised_penal_code.pdf�. 


� Lim, Anne, “GALANG: a movement in the making for the rights of poor LBTs in the Philippines”, Srilatha Batliwala, 2nd edition, Changing Their World, AWID Women’s Rights, 2011, http://www.awid.org/sites/default/files/atoms/files/changing_their_world_2_-_galang-_rights_of_poor_lbts_in_the_philippines.pdf, 9;  “Kwentong Bebot Lived Experiences of Lesbians, Bisexual and Transgender Women in the Philippines” [hereafter “Kwentong Bebot”], Violence: Through the Lens of Lesbians, Bisexual Women and Trans People in Asia, OutRight Action International, March 2014, � HYPERLINK "https://www.outrightinternational.org/content/violence-through-lens-lbt-people-asia" �https://www.outrightinternational.org/content/violence-through-lens-lbt-people-asia�, 188;  GALANG: A Movement in the Making for the Rights of Poor LBTs in the Philippines, at 9.


�  Id.,  “Kwentong Bebot”, 188;  In some cases where butch or masculine appearing lesbians were abused by their partners, the police officers automatically assumed that they were the perpetrators because of their gender expression and not their feminine partners.


� Dangerous Lives.


� Email by Children’s Legal Rights and Development Center (CLRDC) sent to Clara Rita Padilla on September 6 and 7, 2016 regarding local government shelters for Children in Conflict with the Law from 2013 onwards.


� The Responsible Parenthood and Reproductive Health Law (RPRH Law or Republic Act 10354) and the Implementing Rules of RA 10354 do not mention the rights of LBTs; The 2nd Consolidated Report on the Implementation of the Responsible Parenthood and Reproductive Health Act of 2012  only mentions lesbians in the context of gender-based violence. 


� Epidemiology Bureau, March 2016 Monthly Update, HIV/AIDS Registry, 2016, � HYPERLINK "http://www.doh.gov.ph/sites/default/files/statistics/DOH_EB_HIV_Mar-AIDSreg2016_0.pdf" �http://www.doh.gov.ph/sites/default/files/statistics/DOH_EB_HIV_Mar-AIDSreg2016_0.pdf� last accessed June 2, 2016.


� See Rainbow Rights case studies.


�  “An Act Providing for the Magna Carta of Women.” Republic Act No. 9710 � HYPERLINK "http://www.lawphil.net/statutes/repacts/ra2009/ra_9710_2009.html" �http://www.lawphil.net/statutes/repacts/ra2009/ra_9710_2009.html�.;  SEC. 3; Implementing Rules: SECTION 6; SECTION 7 “Sexuality”; SECTION 18, 8.


�  Padilla, Clara Rita, "PH law must recognize LBTs' right to marry as basic human right", Rappler, Aug. 4, 2015, available at � HYPERLINK "http://www.rappler.com/move-ph/ispeak/101507-ph-law-recognize-lgbt-right-marry" �http://www.rappler.com/move-ph/ispeak/101507-ph-law-recognize-LBT-right-marry�;


See Rainbow Rights case studies. 


� In the same manner, the spouses of the LBT Filipinos who are nationals of other states who qualify under the Balikbayan Program under RA 6768 (as amended by RA 9174) should be allowed to travel to the Philippines.  Not recognizing LBT marriages solemnized abroad and not allowing LBTs and their spouses under the Balikbayan Program discriminate LBTs and violate equal protection laws; According to a Filipino gay married to a Dutch national, the Philippine embassy staff in the Kingdom of the Netherlands told him that Filipino LBTs' spouses cannot avail of the Balikbayan Program.


� One of the heads of the Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA) informed a transgender woman that, as per department policy for passport applications, male applicants should look masculine in their passport photo. Because her photo was feminine and contradicted her documents�, she was forced to repeatedly have her photo taken until she will look less feminine in the photo for her passport renewal application amidst the scornful looks of other applicants and department personnel. Discrimination to Transgenders in Department of Foreign Affairs' Passport Process. Magdalena Robinson, Feb. 7, 2011. � HYPERLINK "https://www.facebook.com/notes/magdalena-robinson/discrimination-to-transgenders-in-department-of-foreign-affairs-passport-process/10150136712803453" �https://www.facebook.com/notes/magdalena-robinson/discrimination-to-transgenders-in-department-of-foreign-affairs-passport-process/10150136712803453�


� Court of Appeals Amparo Case. 


� Actual cases gathered from December 2011 onwards.  Evidence-gathering methods and identities withheld for confidentiality; See also Rainbow Rights case studies.


� Quezon City Ordinance SP 1309, S-2003. Mara was assisted by the QC Protection Center.


� Special Proceeding with Regional Trial Court in Quezon City for Petition for Habeas Corpus. 


� Gualberto v. Gualberto, G.R. No. 154994, n.p.  (June 28, 2005) available at � HYPERLINK "http://www.supremecourt.gov.ph/jurisprudence/2005/jun2005/154994.htm" \l "_ftn1" �http://www.supremecourt.gov.ph/jurisprudence/2005/jun2005/154994.htm#_ftn1� (visited August 7, 2006).


� Id.


� Clara Rita A. Padilla, What is Best for Our Children?, 2 (2) Soroptimist Balita, (December 2005).


� � HYPERLINK "http://sc.judiciary.gov.ph/jurisprudence/2007/october2007/174689.htm" �http://sc.judiciary.gov.ph/jurisprudence/2007/october2007/174689.htm�;  See R.J. D.S. vs. Republic of the Philippines (G.R. No. 174689, October 22, 2007)


� Republic of the Philippines vs. J.C., G.R. No. 166676, September 12, 2008.


� A Manila Regional Trial Court judge granted the change of name and sex of a petitioner based on sex reassignment without the Office of the Solicitor General appealing the decision.  


� Philippines: Gays Legally Deemed Immoral and a Danger to Youth. Virginia M. Moncrieff. Nov. 22, 2009. � HYPERLINK "http://www.huffingtonpost.com/virginia-moncrieff/philippines-gays-legally_b_367017.html" �http://www.huffingtonpost.com/virginia-moncrieff/philippines-gays-legally_b_367017.html� 


� A.L. vs. COMELEC (G.R. No. 190582).


� En Banc G.R. 190582 Apr 8, 2010, pages 19-20.


� The Committee on the Rights of the Child recommended in 2005 to “establish adequate mental health services tailored for adolescents.”


� Christian Joy P. Cruz, University Research, Population Institute, College of Social Sciences and Philosophy, University of the Philippines – Diliman, Risk Behaviors and Health of Young Sexual Minorities in the Philippines: Findings from YAFS4 (March 21, 2016); According to a study analyzing data from YAFS 4, when compared to heterosexual males of the same age, 11.3% of gay and 10.3% of bisexual young men reported suicide ideation, compared to 4.3% of heterosexual young men and 3.2% of gay and 2.3% of bisexual young men reported suicide attempt, compared to 1.4% of heterosexual young men   On the Other hand, while 12.5% of heterosexual young women reported suicide ideation, 12% of lesbian and 25.2% of bisexual young women reported suicide ideation and 4.9% of heterosexual young women reported suicide attempts, 5.2% of lesbian and 13.8% of bisexual young women reported suicide ideation   Although the young adults studied were between the ages of 18 and 24, the data can easily be extrapolated to those below 18, discovering their own sexuality in high school environments.


� Quezon City Protection Center case reports of cases from December 2011 onwards; Clara Rita A. Padilla,  A Call for Philippine Implementation of Women’s Rights Under CEDAW, 53 ATENEO Law Journal 765-803 (2008) [hereafter Padilla, ALJ, 2008].


� Padilla, ALJ, 2008.


� Communication under the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Elimination of Discrimination Against Women, Letter from CEDAW views on Karen Vertido Communication Vertido to CEDAW Committee (Nov. 29, 2007) [hereafter KTV Comm.].


� KTV Comm.


� BFAD Bureau Circular 18, s. 2001, December 7, 2001.


� Reproductive Health Law, Republic Act 10354.


� https://engenderights.com/resources/abortion/proposed-bill-decriminalizing-abortion/.


� Revised Penal Code, Articles 256-259.


� Prior experience of Quezon Protection Center from 2011 up to the last quarter of 2015 when referring child abuse cases to the Philippine General Hospital-Child Protection Unit (PGH-CPU).  Towards the end of the last quarter of 2015, the QC Protection Center hired its own psychologist; Experience of EnGendeRights in their Paralegal trainings throughout the country conducted from 2004 onwards.  
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