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Submission to the Committee on the Rights of the Child: 

Pakistan Review May 2025





Re:

Ahmadiyya Muslim Community


1. INTRODUCTION
This submission is made in advance of the Committee’s scheduled review of Pakistan’s compliance with the Convention on the Rights of the Child and the Optional Protocol on 14–15 May 2025. It provides critical and time-sensitive updates on the worsening persecution of Ahmadi Muslim children in Pakistan, particularly during 2024 and early 2025, and highlights serious breaches of the Convention’s Articles 2, 6, 14, 19, 28, 37, and the Optional Protocol.
The information supplements the findings of the International Human Rights Committee’s (IHRC) including the Fact-Finding Report of 2017, which identified widespread and systemic violations against Ahmadi children. The present situation indicates further deterioration, with children increasingly subject to arbitrary arrest, religiously motivated violence, and institutional exclusion.
2. METHODOLOGY
This update is based on:
· First-hand testimonies from victims, families, and community representatives.
· Legal documents including FIRs, court records, and detention orders.
· Field reports by IHRC monitors based in key affected districts (Rabwah, Gujranwala, Lahore, Sheikhupura, Chakwal).
· Verified local and national media coverage of relevant incidents.
· Direct correspondence with community legal teams, education networks, and mosque administrators.
All facts have been cross-verified with at least two independent sources where possible and reflect established patterns of abuse.
3. BACKGROUND
Ahmadi Muslims in Pakistan face systematic and severe persecution due to their religious beliefs. The Pakistani Constitution declares Ahmadis non-Muslims, and the Blasphemy Laws explicitly target their religious practices. As a result, Ahmadis endure widespread violence, arbitrary arrests, exclusion from voting, desecration of their places of worship, and constant societal hostility. 
Legal and Factual Background on the Persecution of Ahmadis in Pakistan
Ahmadis face systemic and entrenched persecution in Pakistan, making it one of the most dangerous countries for individuals of this religious group. Ahmadis are subjected to legal discrimination under Pakistan's Constitution and Penal Code, which includes:
· The Second Amendment (1974) to the Constitution of Pakistan declares Ahmadis as non-Muslims.
· Section 298-B and 298-C of the Pakistan Penal Code specifically target Ahmadis, criminalizing any effort by them to "pose" as Muslims, use Islamic terminology, or practice their religion openly. Violations of these laws can result in imprisonment, fines, and even death sentences under Pakistan's controversial Blasphemy Laws.
Due to these discriminatory laws, Ahmadis face routine violence, exclusion from the political system, social ostracization, denial of their right to vote, destruction of their places of worship, and widespread harassment and intimidation. Numerous international organizations, including the United Nations, have recognized the extreme dangers faced by Ahmadis in Pakistan, placing them among the most persecuted religious communities in the world. The situation of women and children is worse.
4. RIGHT TO FREE AND COMPULSORY EDUCATION
(Articles 2, 19, 28, 32, and 34)

Despite Pakistan’s constitutional commitment to provide free and compulsory education to children aged 5–16, the realization of this right remains uneven and discriminatory, particularly for children belonging to the Ahmadiyya Muslim Community (Ahmadis). The systemic denial of access to education and a culture of exclusion violate Pakistan’s obligations under the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC), especially its principles of non-discrimination (Article 2), best interests of the child (Article 3), and the right to education (Article 28).

A. Structural Educational Barriers

Retention and enrolment statistics show severe drop-out rates at various stages:
- Only 79% of students remain in school up to grade 5.
- Retention further drops to 60% by grade 8, with only 33% of girls in Azad Jammu and Kashmir reaching this level.
- Just 50% of children complete compulsory education (grade 10).
- Pre-primary education remains neither free nor compulsory.

Systemic obstacles identified by national policy and global rights observers (e.g., HRW, World Bank) include:
- Lack of adequate schools and investment in public education.
- Prohibitive school-related costs.
- Gender disparity and rural inaccessibility.
- Widespread corporal punishment.
- Poor infrastructure, particularly for digital learning during emergencies such as COVID-19.

B. Religious Discrimination Targeting Ahmadi Children
These barriers are compounded by targeted, institutionalized discrimination against Ahmadi children, making their exclusion particularly acute:
- School Expulsions and Religious Declarations: Children have been expelled or denied examination access for identifying as Ahmadi Muslims. In Sheikhupura (March 2024), students were forced to publicly declare themselves non-Muslim during school proceedings.
- Harassment by Staff and Peers: Widespread cases of bullying, incitement, and exclusion by teachers and fellow students create an unsafe learning environment.
- Administrative Complicity: School administrators and district education officers routinely refuse to register or address grievances raised by Ahmadi families, effectively denying them any form of redress.
- Recent Escalations (2025): In just the past two weeks (March–April 2025), more than 60 Ahmadis—including children—were unlawfully arrested in Daska, Sargodha, and Karachi, as reported by Amnesty International. Simultaneously, Ahmadi places of worship were desecrated in Bahawalnagar and Gujranwala, further instilling fear among children and disrupting religious education.

5	PROTECTION OF EDUCATION FROM ATTACK
(Articles 2 and 28)

The right to education in Pakistan is increasingly under threat from both state and non-state actors, with schools and children—especially from minority communities—often caught in the crossfire of broader socio-political and sectarian tensions.


Ahmadi Children at Risk

Ahmadi educational and religious institutions face an intersection of threats:

- Targeted Raids on Religious Schools: In recent incidents from Rawalpindi, Lahore, and Mandi Bahauddin, Ahmadi learning centres were violently raided during lessons. Law enforcement provided no protection and, in some cases, directly participated in the destruction.

- Desecration of Sacred Spaces: The April 2025 attacks on mosques in Bahawalnagar and Gujranwala left children exposed to violence and psychological trauma.

- Militarization and Fear: These raids—frequently conducted under blasphemy pretexts—disrupt learning and instil a profound sense of vulnerability among Ahmadi students and families.

6 	RECOMMENDATIONS

Concerning the Right to Education:

1. Condemn Pakistan’s failure to protect Ahmadi children’s right to education.

2. Urge the Government of Pakistan to end discriminatory measures in education which target Ahmadi children.

3. Ensure legal remedies and accountability mechanisms.

4. Establish a national complaint mechanism accessible particularly to minority children.

5. Introduce bridging programs for children excluded from the education system.

Concerning Protection of Education from Attack:

1. Demand full protection for Ahmadi schools and learning centres.

2. Urge Pakistan to endorse and implement the Safe Schools Declaration.

3. Establish independent investigations into education-related attacks.

4. Ensure training of military and police on child protection in education.

5. Collect and publish disaggregated data on military use and attacks on schools.
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