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		Annex 1
		Report of the Working Group on Inquiries under the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women on its twenty-ninth session
1.	The Working Group on Inquiries under the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women held its twenty-ninth session on 3 and 4 October 2024 in Geneva. Four members of the Working Group attended the session in person: Dalia Leinarte, Rhoda Reddock (Chair), Esther Eghobamien-Mshelia and Bandana Rana. Natasha Stott Despoja (Vice-chair) attended the session online.
2.	At the beginning of the session, the Working Group adopted the agenda of its twenty-ninth session.
3.	The Secretariat updated the Working Group on actions taken regarding information received alleging grave and/or systematic violations of rights set forth in the Convention. It further briefed and updated the members on recent developments in relation to pending inquiry proceedings and on completed inquiries under the follow-up procedure. The Working Group adopted recommendations for approval by the Committee. The Working Group also updated the table of inquiries to be presented to the Committee.
4.	The Working Group discussed ways and means of improving its working methods under the standard operating procedures. It discussed possibilities to conduct inquiries remotely and requested that the Secretariat consider measures that would allow the Committee to conduct inquiries where circumstances do not permit a visit to the territory of the State party concerned.
5.	The Working Group discussed matters in relation to inquiry submissions Nos. 2023/3; 2023/2; 2022/2; and 2021/1; pending inquiries Nos. 2017/3; 2016/1; 2014/3; 2014/2; 2012/1; and inquiries completed and under the follow-up procedure Nos. 2019/1 (Poland); 2013/1 (South Africa), 2011/4 (Mali), 2011/2 (United Kingdom) and 2011/1 (Canada). 
		Actions taken at the twenty-ninth session
6.	The Working Group decided to refer for adoption to the Committee the following recommendations:
(a)	In relation to Inquiry No. 2017/3, to designate Esther Eghobamien-Mshelia as additional member to conduct the inquiry and to request the State party concerned to give its consent to a visit by the designated members to its territory. If no such consent is obtained, the Committee would conduct its inquiry remotely;
(b)	In relation to Inquiry No. 2016/1, to request the State party concerned to give its consent to a visit by the designated members to its territory. If no such consent is obtained, the Committee would conduct its inquiry remotely;
(c)	In relation to Inquiry No. 2011/2 concerning the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, that the Working Group should present an assessment of the information received from the State party in response to each of the recommendations of the Committee’s report of Inquiry No. 2011/2 at the ninetieth session of the Committee;
(d)	In relation to submission No. 2024/3, having conducted a preliminary assessment of all information received, that the Committee shall invite the State party concerned to submit its observations with regard to the information concerned;
(e)	In relation to submission No. 2024/2, having conducted a preliminary assessment of all information received, that the Committee shall discontinue the proceedings because the threshold of article 8, paragraph 1, of the Optional Protocol has not been met;
(f)	In relation to submission No. 2023/3, that the Secretariat follow-up on its request for additional information from the sources of information;
(g)	In relation to submission No. 2021/1, that the Secretariat follow-up on its request for additional information from a United Nations entity.
8.	The Working Group decided to hold its thirtieth session on 30 and 31 January 2025 in Geneva.

