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Madam Chair
On behalf of the Government of Kenya I wish to extend my deepest gratitude to you and the Committee on the good work that you are doing to ensure the universal recognition of the rights and fundamental freedoms for those with disabilities. It gives me great pleasure to lead the Kenya delegation during the consideration of our initial report on the Convention on Rights of Persons with Disabilities.
Madam Chair
Kenya was one of the first States to ratify the Convention in May 2008 after having actively participating in its negotiations. We are deeply committed to ensuring that the rights, the needs and the aspiration of persons with disabilities are recognized and respected. Progressive steps have been and continue to be taken by the Government of Kenya to give full effect to the provision of the Convention.
Madam Chair 

The Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities forges an important pathway.

A pathway that restores the voice and power of persons with disabilities – so that they can live independently as persons with rights: It honors and respects PWD as subjects and not objects. 
The Convention obliges State Parties to frame their laws and related policies to ensure that the rights of the PWDs are mainstreamed in all aspect of the state’s developmental agenda. 

The Government of Kenya is committed to the full realization of the rights and fundamental freedoms of persons with disabilities as recognized in the Convention.  Indeed, the Convention finds its fullest expression in the Constitution of Kenya. Our constitution is a living document that celebrates the dignity and respects for all in Kenya, including those with disabilities.  The Constitution espouses important national values, such as, non-discrimination, inclusion, participation and dignity, which must permeate every stage of developmental planning.  
Madam Chair
Since the submission of Kenya initial report, the Government of Kenya has worked hard, to address the barriers and constraints that face disabled persons, whether those barriers lie in the family, in the physical environment, in the system, or in the attitudes of others. 
At this juncture allow me to provide highlights of the progress made to implement the Convention:
Legislative, policy and administrative measures continue to be taken to ensure that the rights of disabled persons will be realized, that their needs will be met, and that they will no longer be prevented from participating fully in the life of their families and communities.
Of particular mention is the ongoing review to mainstream disability issues in all our laws and policies. Notable legislation include: The Persons with Disabilities (Amendment) Bill 2015, which seeks to re-enact the present legislation, elaborates a comprehensive legislative framework to protect and promote the rights and dignity of persons with disabilities. 
The Law of Succession (Amendment) Bill- to include a provision that touches on the right to inheritance by persons with disabilities; The Evidence (Amendment) Bill 2011 proposes the inclusion of a provision relating to the legal capacities of persons with mental disabilities together with the issue of evidence of witnesses with disabilities who need the assistance of sign language interpreters and intermediaries. The Person Deprived of Liberty Act 2015, provides for the humane treatment of detained persons with disabilities. Parliament is also considering an Equal Opportunities Bill to promote equal opportunities for all persons, including PWDs.  These are just but a few examples of the legislative efforts been made to honor those with disabilities. 
Madam Chair 
The Government of Kenya has taken progressive steps towards mainstreaming disability concerns into its national institutions and programs. In 2010, an indicator was introduced on disability mainstreaming in Performance Contracting in the public service. All ministries and semi-autonomous government agencies in Kenya have developed annual targets to mainstream disability as a strategy for achieving inclusion of PWDs in development processes.  
These include putting measures to ensure that 5% of all employment is reserved for PWDs in the sectors; to ensure accessibility of the built environment and ICT and to promote general awareness creation on disability issues.
Madam Chair 
To empower persons with disabilities economically and to ensure inclusion and equality of opportunities, the Public Procurement legal framework sets aside 30 per cent of public contracts to be granted to persons with disabilities, the youth and women without competition from established firms. With an annual budget of approx. USD. 1.2 billion, this will result in opportunities worth slightly over USD 300 billion. In addition, the Uwezo (Ability) Fund was set up to enable PWDs, women and youth access to grants and interest-free loans to take advantage of the 30% share. 
Madam Chair 
The National Development Fund for Persons with Disabilities has to date been allocated Kenya shillings 1.8 billion (18 million USD). The Fund provides assistive devices and services that improve mobility and access, including wheelchairs, crutches, surgical shoes, hearing aids. Educational assistance supported by the Fund includes scholarships for persons with disabilities. The Government has also established cash transfer programmes for persons with disabilities and orphaned and vulnerable children to cushion households against day to day shocks of poverty. 
Persons with Disabilities are also exempted from the payment of income tax.

The Government has created a special fund for persons with people with albinism. To date Ksh. 300 million (3 Million USD) has been set aside for them. The funds have been used to create awareness on Persons with Albinism and to procure sun screen lotion to protect them from skin cancer.

To give effect to constitutional provision on the right to access to justice, judicial stations and buildings are being made accessible for the use of wheel chairs. Court stations are obligated as an administrative procedure to ensure that Persons with Disabilities in need of sign language interpretation are accorded this service. 
Madam Chair 
The Kenya Government recognises that, women, children and persons with disabilities are at a greater risk in situations of humanitarian emergencies. Deliberate efforts have therefore been put in place to address vulnerable groups. 
A Contingency Plan developed by the National Disaster Operations Centre, recognizes persons with disabilities as vulnerable groups who require protection during disasters.  A manual for mainstreaming disability in Disaster and Emergency Response, further provides direction on the design of an inclusive emergency response to be used by government during emergencies.
Madam Chair 
Area Advisory Councils have been set up at the local level to address cases of exploitation and abuse of children, including children with disabilities.  Free Child Help Line, rehabilitation centers, children homes and other statutory institutions that empower and protect children with disabilities have also been established in all counties.
To protect women and girls in Kenya, the Prohibition of Female Genital Mutilation Act, 2011 provides a framework for the total elimination of female genital mutilation in Kenya. An anti FGM board was appointed under the Act and works closely with government, NGOs and faith based organizations to protect girls by: enforcing laws against FGM and child marriage, educating the public on the harms of these human rights violations, and supporting girls escaping FGM and child marriage.
To enjoy the rights, privileges and benefits of citizenship, all Kenyans are entitled to a passport and full registration. All citizens are registered and provided with national identification cards. The government has decentralized registration services and established mobile units that enhance the issuance of national identity cards and birth certificates. This has consequently reduced the distances that persons with disabilities have to travel to secure these documents. 
Madam Chair 

On living independently and being included in the community, the Government has initiated a number of programmes to address this provision in the CRPD. These include: Close collaboration with Disabled Persons Organizations  to provide rehabilitation services within the community; Inclusive education in public schools to facilitate learning for children with disabilities in a normal environment that has been modified to accommodate them; Establishment of Vocational Rehabilitation Institutions that provide vocational training to persons with disabilities, and further undertake income generating activities.
Madam Chair 

      In Kenya every child has a right to free and compulsory basic education. The Government provides materials and devices to facilitate the full participation of children with disabilities in education. The Kenyan Sign Language, Braille and other appropriate means of communication are being promoted in learning institutions. A National Survey for Persons with Disabilities published in March 2008 revealed that about 67% of persons with disabilities had a primary education and 19% had attained a secondary education. This can be attributed to various initiatives by the government.
In Kenya all persons have a right to the highest attainable standard of health and to health care services.  The Ministry of Health is implementing an integrated approach in its services. Disability prevention and rehabilitation is a priority as expressed in the 2012 to 2017 strategic plan. It further offers trainings to its occupational physiotherapists and other service providers for three years to prepare them to adequately serve the needs of persons with disabilities. 
The Government has also established a Comprehensive Community Based Rehabilitation program for persons with disabilities.  
The CBR covers disability prevention, community sensitization on disability, and early identification and intervention services with emphasis amongst children with disabilities population.  To facilitate access to health care for the hearing impaired the National Council for PWDs has been providing sign language training to nurses. 
Madam Chair 
The Kenya government recognises the right of Persons with Disabilities to work on an equal basis with others and to safeguard and promote the realisation of the right to work. These rights are entrenched in various laws, policies and programmes. The Government of Kenya has provided further incentives for all persons with disabilities in formal employment by providing tax exemptions to those earning below KES 150,000 (1,700 USD). 

A National Social Protection Policy was formulated in 2012 to guide initiatives on social protection. The policy identifies Persons with disabilities as a vulnerable group requiring social protection. The government has gone further and established a cash transfer programme for persons with severe disabilities. In the current year the target group will reach 47,000 from 27,000. 
It is noteworthy that the programmes run in all counties of the Republic of Kenya and more than 50% of the beneficiaries are those with mental disabilities. 
Madam Chair 
The Constitutional requirement that 5% of members of public in elective and appointive bodies be persons with disabilities has seen the increase of the number of PWDs.  Currently, the Senate has 3, National Assembly has 9, Constitutional Commissions have 4 and County Assemblies have 79. The constitutional provision is expected to be progressive and we have no doubt Kenya will realize 5% representation.
Kenya has made significant progress in protecting the rights of persons with disabilities, more so towards enhancing their economic empowerment. We however acknowledge that more needs to be done. We endeavour to reach out to peer jurisdictions that have developed and implemented best practices in some of our challenge areas to learn and customize our efforts as appropriate.
Madam Chair 
In conclusion, I would like to reaffirm Kenya government’s commitment to the full implementation of the CRPD. The Kenya government will continue to work with likeminded persons to advance the rights of PWDs.

I thank you  
2

