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The Advocates for Human Rights (The Advocates) is a volunteer-based non-governmental organization committed to the impartial promotion and protection of international human rights standards and the rule of law. Established in 1983, The Advocates conducts a range of programs to promote human rights in the United States and around the world, including monitoring and fact finding, direct legal representation, education and training, and publications. The Advocates is committed to ensuring human rights protection for women around the world. The Advocates has published more than 25 reports on violence against women as a human rights issue, provided consultation and commentary of draft laws on domestic violence, and trained lawyers, police, prosecutors, judges, and other law enforcement personnel to effectively implement new and existing laws on domestic violence.
Founded in 2018, The Human Rights Research Center (“HRRC”) is a non-governmental advocacy and research oriented organization, that that carries out cross-sectoral analysis of various human rights issues in Armenia this way acting as a source of knowledge and tool for human rights activists, academia, researchers, public institutions, local and international human rights organizations. HRRC carries out research and evidence-based advocacy projects, aimed at discourse change, policy development and public awareness-raising. Issues of violence and discrimination are in the core focus of HRRC’s activities. HRRC is a part of several domestic platforms that bring together different governmental and non-governmental stakeholders for the purpose of joint advocacy for the protection of women’s rights and tackling gender-based violence and discrimination. 
The Coalition to Stop Violence Against Women (“CSVW”) was founded in 2010 following 20-years-old Zaruhi Petrosyan died in the result of severe beatings. It acts as a platform for joint advocacy of several local non-governmental organizations in their fight against violence against women in Armenia. Throughout these years, we united our efforts to push for legislative amendments, policy changes, nation-wide awareness raising and campaigning. Coalition members include: Women’s Support Center, Women’s Resource Center, Sexual Assault Crisis Center , Women’s Rights Center, Society without Violence, Pink Armenia, Women’s Rights House, Human Rights Power, “Agate” Rights Defense Center for Women, Real World. Real People, and Spitak Helsinki Group.

















I. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
1. Domestic violence and other forms of gender-based violence against women remain serious problems in Armenia. In the first half of 2020, 395 domestic violence cases were investigated.[footnoteRef:2] Charges were brought against about 196 individuals, with 62 cases sent to court.[footnoteRef:3] Between 2010 and 2019, at least 83 women were killed by a current or former intimate partner, spouse or other family member.[footnoteRef:4] [2:  Human Rights Watch, Armenia: Events of 2020, available at https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2021/country-chapters/armenia]  [3:  Human Rights Watch, Armenia: Events of 2020, available at https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2021/country-chapters/armenia]  [4:  Coalition to Stop Violence Against Women, Femicide in Armenia: A Silent Epidemic, available at http://coalitionagainstviolence.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/Femicide_Report_ENG.pdf?be05b6 ; Coalition to Stop Violence Against Women, Silenced Voices: Femicide in Armenia, (Yerevan: 2019), available at https://coalitionagainstviolence.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/femicide2018en.pdf ; Correspondence with a non-governmental organization, via Email, June 6, 2021] 

2. During the pandemic, the Women’s Support Center reported calls to their hotline had increased by 50%.[footnoteRef:5] There was concern, though, that many individuals who experienced abuse were unable to reach out for assistance.[footnoteRef:6] In addition, the government neglected to take targeted measures to ensure access to shelters.[footnoteRef:7] [5:  Human Rights Watch, Armenia: Events of 2020, available at https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2021/country-chapters/armenia]  [6:  Human Rights Watch, Armenia: Events of 2020, available at https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2021/country-chapters/armenia]  [7:  Human Rights Watch, Armenia: Events of 2020, available at https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2021/country-chapters/armenia] 

3. Additionally, the prevalence of domestic violence in Armenia is likely higher than what is reported in in surveys or official statistics, given  that not all women report violent incidents committed by an intimate partner. Local non-governmental organizations report that a “shroud of stigma and shame” and official indifference continue to limit many women’s ability to seek help or report abuse.[footnoteRef:8]  [8:  Women’s Support Center, Gender Politics in Armenia, An Exploration of Legislation, Anti-Gender Rhetoric, and Community Strategies, by Ani Jilozian, (2017), 18.] 

4. Stereotypes and reinforcement of traditional gender roles continues to be prevalent throughout Armenian society. Although the State party cited several awareness-raising campaigns and curricula in schools designed to combated gender-based stereotypes, there remains a lack of training for educations and a lack of curricula review as mandated by the Domestic Violence Law in Articles 14 and 16. 
5. Disadvantaged groups of women, including women with disabilities, women asylum seekers and returnee Armenian migrant women, women from ethnic minorities, older women, and LGBTII individuals, face increased discrimination and violence. LGBTI individuals and human rights defenders working for LGBTII rights in particular face harassment and violence. 
6. Early and forced marriage remains prevalent. Although there is legislation that has set a minimum age, there are often loopholes when it comes to cultural and religious practices. There are also reported cases of minors being forced to marry the individual who sexually abused them when it was discovered they were pregnant. 
7. Finally, the government signed the Council of Europe Convention on Preventing and Combating Violence against Women and Domestic Violence (Istanbul Convention) in 2018, but it has not been sent to parliament for ratification.[footnoteRef:9] [9:  Human Rights Watch, Armenia: Events of 2020, available at https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2021/country-chapters/armenia.] 

Armenia fails to uphold its obligations under the Convention on the Elimination of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW)
II. Stereotypes (CO Paragraphs 14&15)
8. In its 2016 Concluding Observations, the Committee expressed concern about the prevalence of harmful stereotypes about gender and the role of men and women conveyed in school textbooks and the media.[footnoteRef:10] The Committee recommended Armenia raise awareness about gender and equality between men and women including through awareness-raising campaigns in schools and consultation with civil society.[footnoteRef:11]  [10:  Committee on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women, Concluding observations on the combined fifth and sixth periodic reports of Armenia, (25 November 2016), U.N. Doc. CEDAW/C/ARM/CO/5-6. ¶14.]  [11:  Committee on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women, Concluding observations on the combined fifth and sixth periodic reports of Armenia, (25 November 2016), U.N. Doc. CEDAW/C/ARM/CO/5-6. ¶15.] 

9. In its 2020 State Party Report, Armenia cited several awareness-raising campaigns carried out in cooperation with NGOs. It also cited curricula in schools designed to teach equality between men and women as well as the “principles of preparation for family life.”[footnoteRef:12] Armenia also emphasized that the Ministry of Justice included several important points related to the rights of women in the National Strategy for Human Rights Protection.[footnoteRef:13] [12:  Committee on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women, Seventh periodic report submitted by Armenia under article 18 of the Convention, (26 January 2020) U.N. Doc. CEDAW/C/ARM/7. ¶41.]  [13:  Committee on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women, Seventh periodic report submitted by Armenia under article 18 of the Convention, (26 January 2020) U.N. Doc. CEDAW/C/ARM/7. ¶54.] 

10. While this is an improvement, gender stereotypes remain an issue. In its 2020 report, the Coalition Against Violence Against Women reported that the issue is even more prevalent as “gender stereotypes are more entrenched in these [rural] communities”.[footnoteRef:14] Family responsibilities are viewed as the responsibility of women.[footnoteRef:15] Children in Armenia often observe these stereotypes from a young age.[footnoteRef:16] The report went on to state that despite the mandate of Article 16 of the Domestic Violence Law, there continues to be a lack of regular trainings for educators on their role in the prevention of domestic violence.[footnoteRef:17] There is also a lack of review of the curricula to ensure the inclusion of topics such as domestic violence and its impact on families and society, as mandated by Article 16.[footnoteRef:18] [14:  Coalition Against Violence, Challenges and Gaps in Armenia’s Response to Domestic Violence, (Yerevan: 2020), 23. Available at https://coalitionagainstviolence.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/DOMESTIC-VIOLENCE_ENG_30_06.2020.pdf]  [15:  Correspondence with a non-governmental organization, via Email, June 6, 2021.]  [16:  Coalition Against Violence, Challenges and Gaps in Armenia’s Response to Domestic Violence, (Yerevan: 2020), 23. Available at https://coalitionagainstviolence.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/DOMESTIC-VIOLENCE_ENG_30_06.2020.pdf, p 66]  [17:  Coalition Against Violence, Challenges and Gaps in Armenia’s Response to Domestic Violence, (Yerevan: 2020), 23. Available at  https://coalitionagainstviolence.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/DOMESTIC-VIOLENCE_ENG_30_06.2020.pdf; p. 88]  [18: Coalition Against Violence, Challenges and Gaps in Armenia’s Response to Domestic Violence, (Yerevan: 2020), 23. Available at  https://coalitionagainstviolence.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/DOMESTIC-VIOLENCE_ENG_30_06.2020.pdf; p.88] 

11. Suggested questions relating to stereotypes:
· What steps has the State Party taken to implement Article 16 of the Domestic Violence Law to ensure regular, victim-centered trainings on domestic violence are held for educators? 
· What measures has the State party put into place to eliminate gender-based stereotypes?
· What steps has the State party taken to review school curricula to ensure they include information about domestic violence and its impact on family?
· What steps has the State party taken to prevent anti-gender stereotypes and discrimination against women? 
· What actions is the State party taking to eliminate gender stereotypes in the media and elimination violence against women? 
· What special measures have been undertaken by the State party  to overcome the stereotype that family responsibilities are a challenge for women specifically and to promote involvement of men in equal share of family and domestic responsibilities?

III. Gender-based violence against women (CO Paragraphs 15&16)
12. In its 2016 Concluding Observations, the Committee noted Armenia’s draft law on domestic violence and the creation of a specialized police department for cases of gender-based violence against women. The Committee expressed concern, however, about the delay in passing domestic violence legislation, about underreporting of incidents of domestic violence and femicides, as well as harmful attitudes among police that domestic violence as a private matter.[footnoteRef:19]  [19:  Committee on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women, Concluding observations on the combined fifth and sixth periodic reports of Armenia, (25 November 2016), U.N. Doc. CEDAW/C/ARM/CO/5-6. ¶16.] 

13. The Committee recommended Armenia expedite passage of specific domestic violence legislation, criminalizing femicide and marital rape and guaranteeing redress for victims including protective orders. The Committee also recommended Armenia ratify the Istanbul Convention, provide a sufficient amount of shelters for victims of domestic violence, and train members of the judiciary and law enforcement on a gender-sensitive approach to domestic violence.[footnoteRef:20] [20:  Committee on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women, Concluding observations on the combined fifth and sixth periodic reports of Armenia, (25 November 2016), U.N. Doc. CEDAW/C/ARM/CO/5-6. ¶17.] 

14. In its 2020 State Party Report, Armenia emphasized that it passed the Law on Prevention of Violence Within the Family, Protection of Victims of Violence within the Family and Restoration of Peace in the Family in 2017 and signed the Istanbul Convention in 2018.[footnoteRef:21] Armenia cited several articles of recently passed domestic violence legislation that address medical care for victims, investigation of cases, and protective measures for victims.[footnoteRef:22] This domestic violence legislation is a first step toward offering women some degree of protection from violent perpetrators, as it requires police for the first time to “urgently” intervene in certain domestic violence situations and allows for the issuance of longer term orders for protection.[footnoteRef:23] The law also directs the government to fund crisis centers for victims, to establish a Domestic Violence Council, and mandates domestic violence trainings for systems actors such as law enforcement. [21:  Committee on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women, Seventh periodic report submitted by Armenia under article 18 of the Convention, (26 January 2020) U.N. Doc. CEDAW/C/ARM/7. ¶¶55, 56.]  [22:  Committee on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women, Seventh periodic report submitted by Armenia under article 18 of the Convention, (26 January 2020) U.N. Doc. CEDAW/C/ARM/7. ¶¶60, 67-68.]  [23:  Koltsova, Maria, “‘Pass a law, even if it’s a bad one’: how Armenia is tackling domestic violence,” Open Democracy (January 21, 2020), available at https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/odr/armenia-domestic-violence-law/.] 

15. Although the domestic violence law marked progress in Armenia, legislators modified it significantly before it could be passed to accommodate public misperceptions that the law would “destroy everything” and “subvert family values.”[footnoteRef:24] As such, the law has many gaps.[footnoteRef:25] It contains prevention and protection components, but the punitive component is absent.[footnoteRef:26] Of grave concern, the revised law emphasizes the aim to “retain solidarity in the family” or restore “harmony in the family” (depending on the translation) rather than protect women’s individual rights.[footnoteRef:27] It fails to highlight the individual rights and instead places an emphasis on reconciliation and traditional values.[footnoteRef:28] Additionally, the State party did not enact Criminal Code provisions to specifically penalize domestic violence.[footnoteRef:29] The law does, however, require prosecutors to investigate “alleged crimes in the family” even if a victim withdraws her complaint.[footnoteRef:30] While the Criminal Code punishes violent acts like beating or causing physical or emotional harm, advocates say that these acts are hard to “prove” in the absence of severe injury, even for repeated abuse.[footnoteRef:31] Even when a woman’s injury is well documented or hard to ignore (such as an injury severe enough to require medical treatment or kill her), the penalty is usually just a fine, and perpetrators serve little to no jail time.[footnoteRef:32] The concepts of “emotional suffering” and “financial exploitation” were introduced in the Criminal Code but were not connected to domestic violence.[footnoteRef:33] The law also does not cover violence between intimate partners who are not married, despite research indicating that 38% of women murdered are killed by intimate partners.[footnoteRef:34] [24:  Koltsova, Maria, “‘Pass a law, even if it’s a bad one’: how Armenia is tackling domestic violence,” Open Democracy (January 21, 2020), available at https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/odr/armenia-domestic-violence-law/.]  [25:  Correspondence with a non-governmental organization, via Email, June 6, 2021.]  [26:  Correspondence with a non-governmental organization, via Email, June 6, 2021.]  [27:  Interview with Advocate, via Skype, January 14, 2020.]  [28:  Correspondence with a non-governmental organization, via Email, June 6, 2021.]  [29:  Correspondence with a non-governmental organization, via Email, June 6, 2021.]  [30:  Interview with Advocate, via Skype, January 14, 2020.]  [31:  Interview with Advocate, via Skype, January 14, 2020.]  [32:  Interview with Advocate, via Skype, January 14, 2020.]  [33:  Correspondence with a non-governmental organization, via Email, June 6, 2021.]  [34:  Coalition to Stop Violence Against Women, Challenges and Gaps in Armenia’s Response to Domestic Violence, (Yerevan: 2020), 23. Available at https://coalitionagainstviolence.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/DOMESTIC-VIOLENCE_ENG_30_06.2020.pdf] 

16. The requirement for urgent police intervention is not implemented in a way that holds offenders accountable. Police are required to “urgently” intervene only in cases of severe domestic violence or where the woman has complained more than once.[footnoteRef:35] Further, the new law includes a reconciliation clause, which allows the victim to reconcile with the abuser if both parties agree.[footnoteRef:36] Mediation in domestic violence cases can place the victim at continued harm and is not a recommended best practice. [35:  Human Rights Watch, Armenia World Report 2019, August 19, 2019,
https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2020/country-chapters/armenia; Interview with Advocate, via WhatsApp, February 7, 2020.]  [36:  Rupen Janbazian, Armenia Adopts Law Against Domestic Violence At Last, The Armenian Weekly, December 8, 2019. https://armenianweekly.com/2017/12/08/armenia-adopts-law-domestic-violence-last/ ] 

17. Court-issued protective orders are also inadequate. Protective orders of up to six months may be issued by the court order after a hearing. Advocates indicate, however, that courts often ask the victim survivor to reconcile with her abuser.[footnoteRef:37] Victim survivors also face significant barriers to filing long-term protective orders. Victim survivors have a better chance of obtaining a long-term protective order if there is an emergency intervention order (EIO, which can cause a delay of up to 30 days.[footnoteRef:38] During that time, the victim remains in danger.[footnoteRef:39] Even when courts issue a protective order, they are poorly monitored and enforced by the police,[footnoteRef:40] leaving little protection for the victim beyond the paper order.  [37:  Interview with Advocate, via WhatsApp, February 7, 2020.]  [38:  Coalition to Stop Violence Against Women, Challenges and Gaps in Armenia’s Response to Domestic Violence, (Yerevan: 2020), 50. Available at https://coalitionagainstviolence.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/DOMESTIC-VIOLENCE_ENG_30_06.2020.pdf]  [39:  Coalition to Stop Violence Against Women, Challenges and Gaps in Armenia’s Response to Domestic Violence, (Yerevan: 2020), 50. Available at https://coalitionagainstviolence.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/DOMESTIC-VIOLENCE_ENG_30_06.2020.pdf]  [40:  Coalition to Stop Violence Against Women, Challenges and Gaps in Armenia’s Response to Domestic Violence, (Yerevan: 2020), 50. Available at https://coalitionagainstviolence.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/DOMESTIC-VIOLENCE_ENG_30_06.2020.pdf] 

18. Sexual violence is not separately prohibited in the Criminal Code, although nothing prohibits application of the general rape law to married persons.[footnoteRef:41] The State party has undertaken no plan to address sexual violence or to improve services to victims of sexual violence.[footnoteRef:42]  [41:  Asian Development Bank, “Armenia Country Gender Assessment,” accessed April 26, 2020. https://www.adb.org/documents/armenia-country-gender-assessment-2019.]  [42:  Asian Development Bank, “Armenia Country Gender Assessment,” accessed April 26, 2020. https://www.adb.org/documents/armenia-country-gender-assessment-2019.] 

19. Advocates and women’s rights organizations have welcomed the current government’s outreach to civil society, including when various government ministries have requested their input into proposed amendments to improve the domestic violence law and amend the Criminal Code.[footnoteRef:43] They remain concerned, however, that progress has stalled and that the domestic violence law’s emphasis on preserving and restoring family harmony will result in women remaining in abusive situations.[footnoteRef:44] The Minister of Justice has stated that the provision on restoring family harmony is not aimed at reducing women’s safety, but applies to offender services, such as drug or alcohol treatment.[footnoteRef:45] Advocates are concerned about the lack of progress on updating the Criminal Code to pursue offender accountability, saying that a recent draft of amendments from the government was “completely gender insensitive” and contained “nothing dealing with domestic violence.”[footnoteRef:46] The amendments, proposed in October of 2019, would remove the “restoration of family harmony” and reconciliation provisions, provide for inclusion of former partners, and define coercive controlling behavior as a form of domestic violence. These important provisions remain at the proposal stage.[footnoteRef:47] [43:  Interview with Advocate, via Skype, January 14, 2020.]  [44:  Interview with Advocate, via Skype, January 14, 2020.]  [45:  Human Rights Watch, “Armenia: Little Protection, Aid for Domestic Violence Survivors; New Law Should Enhance Safety, Services, Justice;” accessed April 27, 2020, https://www.hrw.org/news/2018/01/12/armenia-little-protection-aid-domestic-violence-survivors# ]  [46:  Interview with Advocate, via Skype, January 14, 2020.]  [47:  Human Rights Watch, Armenia World Report 2019, August 19, 2019, https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2020/country-chapters/armenia.] 

20. The police response is also inadequate.[footnoteRef:48] Police responses do not reflect an understanding of the dynamics of domestic violence or best practices.[footnoteRef:49] They frequently issue a warning rather than intervening by prohibiting the offender from approaching the victim.[footnoteRef:50] In a 2019 public statement touting reforms in the police response to domestic violence, State Police Colonel Nelly Durian noted that, of 2,682 emergency domestic violence calls, a warning was given in 1,166 cases, and “urgent intervention” taken in only 375.[footnoteRef:51] Advocates note that, while police cooperate with measures such as sitting on the Domestic Violence Council, the underlying mentality and harmful misperceptions have not changed in general.[footnoteRef:52] For instance, police often blame the woman for sexual violence when they respond to sexual assault.[footnoteRef:53]  [48:  Interview with Advocate, via WhatsApp, February 7, 2020.]  [49:  Human Rights Watch, “Armenia: Little Protection, Aid for Domestic Violence Survivors; New Law Should Enhance Safety, Services, Justice;” accessed April 27, 2020, https://www.hrw.org/news/2018/01/12/armenia-little-protection-aid-domestic-violence-survivors#; Interview with Advocate, via WhatsApp, February 7, 2020.]  [50:  Interview with Advocate, via WhatsApp, February 7, 2020.]  [51:  Azbarez, “Violence Against Women in Armenia Highlighted in Various Forums,” accessed April 26, 2020 http://asbarez.com/188773/violence-against-women-in-armenia-highlighted-in-various-forms/. ]  [52:  Interview with Advocate, via WhatsApp, February 7, 2020.]  [53:  Interview with Advocate, via WhatsApp, February 7, 2020.] 

21. Violations of both the police-issued Emergency Protective Orders and court-issued Protective Orders do not carry adequate punishment, and implementation of these orders is lacking.[footnoteRef:54] By law, restrictive orders should be in place for a maximum of 20 days, yet in practice there have been instances where law enforcement puts a restrictive order in place for only 2 or 3 days.[footnoteRef:55] Similarly, protective orders are required by law to be put into place within 10 working days but are often put in place within 1 or 2 months instead, leaving victims unprotected and exposed to risk of further harm.[footnoteRef:56] [54:  Correspondence with a non-governmental organization, via Email, June 6, 2021]  [55:  Correspondence with a non-governmental organization, via Email, June 6, 2021]  [56:  Correspondence with a non-governmental organization, via Email, June 6, 2021] 

22. The safety of victims is also compromised because of inadequate numbers of and access to shelters. Two shelters and six crisis centers recently opened for victims of violence, run by NGOs and co-funded by the State.[footnoteRef:57] This number of shelters and crisis centers does not meet the Council of Europe’s recommendation to provide one shelter space per every 10,000 in the population.[footnoteRef:58] A 2019 Ministry of Labor and Social affairs decree promising to open a shelter in each province has not yet been fully realized.[footnoteRef:59] Further, the shelters and other financial assistance legal measures are not sufficiently funded; there is no allocation for them in local annual budgets.[footnoteRef:60]  [57:  Interview with Advocate, via WhatsApp, February 7, 2020.]  [58:  Interview with Advocate, via WhatsApp, February 7, 2020.]  [59:  Asian Development Bank, “Armenia Country Gender Assessment,” accessed April 26, 2020. https://www.adb.org/documents/armenia-country-gender-assessment-2019.]  [60:  Asian Development Bank, “Armenia Country Gender Assessment,” accessed April 26, 2020. https://www.adb.org/documents/armenia-country-gender-assessment-2019.] 

23. For those shelter spots that are available, there also remain systemic obstacles for women to access that support. A woman with children who wishes to leave her home for a shelter may have difficulty because of residence registration requirements for medical services and schools.[footnoteRef:61] Additionally, women victims of domestic violence living with HIV/AIDS face discrimination when seeking healthcare services.[footnoteRef:62] [61:  Interview with Advocate, via WhatsApp, February 7, 2020.]  [62:  Correspondence with a non-governmental organization, via Email, June 6, 2021.] 

24. Further, social workers at most shelters are not adequately trained to respond to domestic violence. This lack of training has resulted in shelters sending letters to the victim’s home, where the abuser may still be living, to offer services or else victim-blaming once victims reach the shelter.[footnoteRef:63] [63:  Coalition to Stop Violence Against Women, Challenges and Gaps in Armenia’s Response to Domestic Violence, (Yerevan: 2020), 54. Available at https://coalitionagainstviolence.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/DOMESTIC-VIOLENCE_ENG_30_06.2020.pdf] 

25. Child custody also creates barriers for victims seeking services. A mother fleeing her abuser could run into difficulty regarding custody of her children, as there are no clear procedures for child custody in the domestic violence law, and the police will not assist a victim whose abuser has taken the children.[footnoteRef:64] Legal services are available for free to assist women with accessing legal systems for child custody, child support, and joint property, but those services are vastly underfunded to meet the need.[footnoteRef:65] There is also inadequate enforcement of court orders for child custody and support.[footnoteRef:66] [64:  Interview with Advocate, via WhatsApp, February 7, 2020; Human Rights Watch, “Armenia: Little Protection, Aid for Domestic Violence Survivors; New Law Should Enhance Safety, Services, Justice;” accessed April 27, 2020, https://www.hrw.org/news/2018/01/12/armenia-little-protection-aid-domestic-violence-survivors#. ]  [65:  Asian Development Bank, “Armenia Country Gender Assessment,” accessed April 26, 2020. https://www.adb.org/documents/armenia-country-gender-assessment-2019.]  [66:  Asian Development Bank, “Armenia Country Gender Assessment,” accessed April 26, 2020. https://www.adb.org/documents/armenia-country-gender-assessment-2019.] 

26. Both sexual abuse and workplace harassment are considered taboo topics and are inadequately addressed. As such, there is no mechanism for women to report cases and no protection for the victim survivors.[footnoteRef:67] [67:  Correspondence with a non-governmental organization, via Email, June 6, 2021] 

27. Armenia signed the Istanbul Convention in 2018 but has not ratified it. The post-revolution government said in 2019 that it would ratify the Istanbul Convention,[footnoteRef:68] a commitment that the authors commend. In 2019, the State launched a five-year plan to ratify the Istanbul Convention, including a review of the “constitutional implications” of undertaking the commitment to the Istanbul Convention.[footnoteRef:69] On October 14, 2019, the Venice Commission issued its opinion, which confirmed the constitutionality of the Istanbul Convention under the Armenian Constitution.[footnoteRef:70] More than 20 months after this decision, however, the Armenian government has yet to present the convention to parliament for ratification.[footnoteRef:71] [68:  Manya Israyelyan, The Istanbul Convention: A Peril or Prospect for Armenia?, The Armenian Weekly, January 31, 2020. https://armenianweekly.com/2020/01/31/the-istanbul-convention-a-peril-or-prospect-for-armenia/.]  [69:  Asian Development Bank, “Armenia Country Gender Assessment,” accessed April 26, 2020. https://www.adb.org/documents/armenia-country-gender-assessment-2019.]  [70:  European Commission for Democracy through Law, "Armenia - Opinion on the constitutional implications of the ratification of the Council of Europe Convention on preventing and combating violence against women and domestic violence (Istanbul Convention) adopted by the Venice Commission at its 120th Plenary Session (Venice, 11-12 Oct. 2019)," Opinion No. 961 (Oct. 14, 2019), https://www.venice.coe.int/webforms/documents/?pdf=CDL-AD(2019)018-e.]  [71:  For example, a July 1, 2020 news report said the Armenian government was prepared to ratify the convention in September 2020, but September 2020 has come and gone without ratification. "Iravunq: Armenian Authorities ‘Set to Ratify’ Istanbul Convention in September," HyeMedia: Balanced Armenian News Website  (July 1, 2020), https://hyemedia.com/2020/07/01/iravunq-armenian-authorities-set-to-ratify-istanbul-convention-in-september/.a ] 

28. Suggested questions relating to gender-based violence against women:
· What steps has the State party taken to systematically shift its priorities across all forms of government about domestic violence from concerns about maintaining family harmony, to concerns about the serious human rights violation presented by domestic violence and protecting victims? 
· What measures has the State Party taken to enact a stand-alone provision criminalizing the first instance of domestic violence reported to the police without regard to the level of physical injury? What steps has it taken to engage and consult with NGOs that serve domestic violence victims and best understand the dynamics of domestic violence? 
· What steps has the State party taken to enact a civil protective measure that does not depend upon a report to the police? What steps has it taken to engage and consult with NGOs that serve domestic violence victims and best understand their needs? 
· What efforts has the State party made to amend the Domestic Violence Law to remove references to family reunification and family harmony, and rather, focus on domestic violence as a form of gender-based violence against women, and if so, on what timeline? To what extent has the State Party opened any proposed amendments to public comment?
· What steps has the State party taken to ensure that authorities do not engage in nor encourage informal reconciliation or mediation between abusers and victims? 
· What steps has the State party taken toward expanding the law to prohibit domestic violence by former, as well as current, intimate partners or spouses?
· To what extent has the State party discussed including coercive controlling behavior as domestic violence?
· What training does the State Party provide all police personnel on domestic violence, emphasizing that it presents a real danger of grave or deadly harm and should be treated with all due urgency? 
· What are the measures undertaken by the State party to implement and ensure that police and prosecutors enforce the domestic violence laws and prioritize safety for victims and accountability for offenders over family harmony and preservation?
· What is the State party’s plan to immediately increase the number of shelters available throughout the country to one space per 10,000 people, and to sufficiently fund shelters so that they can provide robust assistance to victims?
· What steps has the State party taken to review and modify residency regulations that present barriers to victims who need access to shelters, legal, and health assistance? What other steps has it taken to guarantee effective access to shelters for victims needing shelter? 
· What has the State party done to review shelter and child custody provisions to ensure that a woman seeking to leave her abuser does not lose custody of her children?
· Is there any discussion within the State party about enacting a marital rape provision in the Criminal Code and immediately beginning to train all police personnel on gender-sensitive responses to sexual violence report?
· What steps has the State party taken toward ratifying the Istanbul Convention before the expiration of the five-year period? 
· What steps has the State party taken to ensure that women living with HIV who are victim survivors of domestic violence have unimpeded and non-discriminatory access to support centers?
· What measures has the State party undertaken to combat femicide in Armenia?
· What steps has the State party undertaken to amend the Labour Code to ensure prohibition of sexual harassment and availability of criteria and mechanisms for effective redress for the victim survivor?
· What awareness-raising steps has the State party undertaken to ensure safe and empowering environment and mechanisms for women to speak up and report about workplace sexual harassment?
· What steps has the State party taken toward ratifying the Istanbul Convention?
IV. Disadvantaged groups of women (CO 36)
29. Disadvantaged women include women in disaster-affected areas, persons with disabilities, women asylum seekers and returnee Armenian migrant women, women from ethnic minorities, older women, and LGBTII individuals.
30. In its 2016 Concluding Observations, the Committee expressed concern about discrimination women and girls with disabilities face when attempting to access education, health care, education and public life.[footnoteRef:72] The Committee recommended including “specific measures to address the needs of women with disabilities in State policies and programmes,” along with specific budgets, awareness-raising campaigns and the analyzing of data on violence against women with disabilities.[footnoteRef:73] The Committee was also concerned about discrimination, hate speech and acts on the grounds of sexual orientation and gender identity.[footnoteRef:74]  [72:  Committee on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women, Concluding observations on the combined fifth and sixth periodic reports of Armenia, (25 November 2016), U.N. Doc. CEDAW/C/ARM/CO/5-6. ¶36.]  [73:  Committee on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women, Concluding observations on the combined fifth and sixth periodic reports of Armenia, (25 November 2016), U.N. Doc. CEDAW/C/ARM/CO/5-6. ¶37.]  [74:  Committee on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women, Concluding observations on the combined fifth and sixth periodic reports of Armenia, (25 November 2016), U.N. Doc. CEDAW/C/ARM/CO/5-6. ¶44.] 

31. In its State Party Report, Armenia stated the draft laws regulating the field of disability are being revised and amended, and that programmes to assist persons with disabilities will be expanded. The other sections note proposals to assist immigrants and those impacted by disasters.[footnoteRef:75]  [75:  Committee on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women, Seventh periodic report submitted by Armenia under article 18 f the Convention, (16 December 2020), U.N. Doc. CEDAW/C.ARM/7 ¶192-227.] 

32. As of 2020, there continues to be a lack of support for women and girl victim survivors with disabilities. According to the Coalition Against Violence Against Women, “shelters and support centers for victims are not able to provide women with visual, hearing and physical problems with quality services and aid.”[footnoteRef:76] Victim hotlines are also inaccessible for women with hearing disabilities.[footnoteRef:77] [76:  Coalition to Stop Violence Against Women, Challenges and Gaps in Armenia’s Response to Domestic Violence, (Yerevan: 2020), 54. Available at https://coalitionagainstviolence.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/DOMESTIC-VIOLENCE_ENG_30_06.2020.pdf; p 92]  [77:  Coalition to Stop Violence Against Women, Challenges and Gaps in Armenia’s Response to Domestic Violence, (Yerevan: 2020), 54. Available at https://coalitionagainstviolence.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/DOMESTIC-VIOLENCE_ENG_30_06.2020.pdf; 92] 

33. Although Armenia addressed general discrimination in its State Party Report, it did not explicitly mention discrimination or violence against LGBTI individuals.[footnoteRef:78] [78:  Human Rights Committee, Third Periodic Report submitted by Armenia, 30 September 2019, U.N. Doc CCPR/C/ARM/3. ] 

34. LBGTI individuals face harassment, violence, and discrimination. In 2018, PINK Armenia reported 25 instances of violence or discrimination against LGBTI individuals[footnoteRef:79] and 17 physical attacks in 2019.[footnoteRef:80] In 10 out of the 25 cases, the individuals did not report violence to the police because they were either afraid the police would disclose their sexual orientation to the public or the incident was a case of domestic violence and they did not want to press charges against a family member.[footnoteRef:81] [79:  PINK Armenia, Human Rights Situation of LGBTI People: Annual Review Armenia, 2018, (May 2019), 1, file:///C:/Users/localadmin/The%20Advocates%20for%20Human%20Rights/Women's%20Rights%20-%20Documents/Countries/Armenia/UN%20Reporting/Expression/PINK%20Armenia%202018%20Report.pdf.]  [80:  Human Rights Watch, Armenia World Report 2019, August 19, 2019, https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2020/country-chapters/armenia.]  [81:  PINK Armenia, Human Rights Situation of LGBTI People: Annual Review Armenia, 2018, (May 2019), 1, file:///C:/Users/localadmin/The%20Advocates%20for%20Human%20Rights/Women's%20Rights%20-%20Documents/Countries/Armenia/UN%20Reporting/Expression/PINK%20Armenia%202018%20Report.pdf.] 

35. Armenian law does not protect LGBTI individuals from discrimination and hate crimes. A recently proposed equality bill meant to combat discrimination does not include sexual orientation and gender identity as a basis for protection.[footnoteRef:82] Moreover, the Criminal Code does not include homophobia or transphobia as aggravating factors for a crime.[footnoteRef:83] [82:  Human Rights Watch, Armenia World Report 2019, August 19, 2019, https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2020/country-chapters/armenia.]  [83:  Human Rights Watch, Armenia World Report 2019, August 19, 2019, https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2020/country-chapters/armenia.] 

36. Prime Minister Pashinyan’s stance on LGBTI rights remains neutral. During a special parliamentary session in October of 2018, when several groups asked him not to allow a forum on LGBTI rights, his response was that conversations about LGBTI rights should be kept to a minimum because the issue is “problematic.”[footnoteRef:84]  [84:  Anna Pumbukhchyan, “Propaganda and Human Rights Discourse in Armenia,” EVN Report, (October 28, 2018), available at https://www.evnreport.com/politics/propaganda-and-human-rights-discourse-in-armenia. ] 

37. Suggested questions relating to disadvantaged groups of women.
· What steps has the State Party taken to ensure adequate support, such as adapted hotlines and shelters, for women with disabilities?
· What types of awareness-raising campaigns has the State party undertaken with a view toward eradicating discrimination against women with disabilities?
· What steps has the State party taken to ensure implementation of the law that would provide effective remedies for LGBTI women?
· What measures has the Armenian Government put in place to protect LGBTI individuals from violence and discrimination?
· How many cases of violence or discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation or gender identity have been investigated and prosecuted? What remedies are available to victims?
· What awareness-raising campaigns has the Armenian Government put in place to eradicate stigma and discrimination against LGBTI individuals?
· What mechanisms are in place to collect disaggregated data on violence against women and girls with disabilities? What is the timeframe of implementation and evaluation of those mechanisms? 
V. Marriage and Family Relations (CO 46 and 47)
38. In its 2016 Concluding Observations, the Committee noted the adopted amendments to the Family Code and the Law on Civil Status Acts.[footnoteRef:85] The Committee remained concerned that although the adopted amendments changed the legal age for marriage, there was still opportunity to avoid the law on the basis of cultural, ethnic or other grounds.[footnoteRef:86] The Committee was also concerned that women in de facto unions and the resulting children were left without legal protections should the de facto union dissolve.[footnoteRef:87]  [85:  Committee on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women, Concluding observations on the combined fifth and sixth periodic reports of Armenia, (25 November 2016), U.N. Doc. CEDAW/C/ARM/CO/5-6. ¶46.]  [86:  Committee on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women, Concluding observations on the combined fifth and sixth periodic reports of Armenia, (25 November 2016), U.N. Doc. CEDAW/C/ARM/CO/5-6. ¶46.]  [87:  Committee on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women, Concluding observations on the combined fifth and sixth periodic reports of Armenia, (25 November 2016), U.N. Doc. CEDAW/C/ARM/CO/5-6. ¶46.] 

39. The Committee recommended that the State party include further statistical data related to exceptions for marriages for those under 18 years old, remove the possibility of exceptions for individuals under 18, and “ensure the legal protection of economic rights of women in de fact unions, and of the children resulting from such unions.”[footnoteRef:88] Current data revealed 5.2% of women ages 20-24 married before the age of 18.[footnoteRef:89] [88:  Committee on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women, Concluding observations on the combined fifth and sixth periodic reports of Armenia, (25 November 2016), U.N. Doc. CEDAW/C/ARM/CO/5-6. ¶47 (a-c).]  [89:  USAID: The DHS Program, Armenia: Standard DHS, 2015-2016, available at https://dhsprogram.com/what-we-do/survey/survey-display-492.cfm] 

40. Child marriage is a problem in Armenia. A joint study conducted by the Investigative Committee and the Sexual Assault Crisis Center uncovered crimes investigated under Article 141 of the Criminal Code. The cases involved individuals who were minors (12-16 years old). The parents or legal representatives knew of their child’s relationship with an adult (18 years of age or older) and had given their consent for the marital relationship.[footnoteRef:90] Frequently, the parent or legal representative hid the actual age of the minor when the parties married.[footnoteRef:91] The parents or legal guardians in the cases have not been indicted.[footnoteRef:92] In one case seen at the Sexual Assault Crisis Center, a 15-year-old girl was forced by her parents to marry her rapist after it became known that she was pregnant.[footnoteRef:93] [90:  Correspondence with a non-governmental organization, via Email, June 6, 2021]  [91:  Correspondence with a non-governmental organization, via Email, June 6, 2021]  [92:  Correspondence with a non-governmental organization, via Email, June 6, 2021]  [93:  Correspondence with a non-governmental organization, via Email, June 6, 2021] 

41. While the overall rate of early marriage has declined in Armenia, the practice continues to be widespread among certain minority groups, including among the Yezidi population.[footnoteRef:94] Because such marriages are considered customary, the state frequently fails to acknowledge or prevent them.[footnoteRef:95] [94:  The Advocates for Human Rights, Armenia: Stakeholder Report for the United Universal Periodic Review for the 35th Session of the Working Group, available at https://www.theadvocatesforhumanrights.org/uploads/armenia_3rd_cycle_upr_final_cover_page_and_report_3.pdf. p.8]  [95:  The Advocates for Human Rights, Armenia: Stakeholder Report for the United Universal Periodic Review for the 35th Session of the Working Group, available at https://www.theadvocatesforhumanrights.org/uploads/armenia_3rd_cycle_upr_final_cover_page_and_report_3.pdf. p.8] 

42. Suggested questions relating to marriage and family relations:
· What steps, if any, has the State party taken to address forced and early marriages, including those based on cultural, ethnic or other grounds? 
· What provisions does the State party have in place to protect women and their custody of their children in de-facto unions when the union dissolves? 
· What steps has the State Party taken toward criminalizing forced and early marriages in accordance with the Istanbul Convention?
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