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1.
WORKING METHODS
1.1
Inter-committee meeting
	Session number
	Recommendation
	Comments 
	Status

	11
	Reiterated that the strengthening of the treaty body system through the improvement and harmonization, where possible, of treaty body working methods should continue to be a standing item on the agenda of the inter-committee meeting.

	This is included systematically on the agenda.
	IMPLEMENTED

	11
	Decided that the twelfth inter-committee meeting would discuss the following themes: structure of the dialogue with States parties and interaction with stakeholders, as well as continuation of the discussion on the structure and length of concluding observations. 

Recommended that documentation for the twelfth inter-committee meeting should include a background paper on the above themes, prepared by the Secretariat, with respect to current practices as well as suggestions for possible areas for harmonization. That background paper should be circulated to all treaty bodies as early as possible prior to the twelfth inter-committee meeting in order to allow each treaty body to discuss the themes in preparation for the meeting.

	These three topics will be discussed at the upcoming ICM and a background document has been prepared by the Secretariat to that effect (HRI/ICM/2011/2).
In addition, treaty body consultations, joint where possible, have been organized on Saturdays to allow the treaty bodies to discuss these topics in advance of the ICM. 
	IMPLEMENTED 
IMPLEMENTED 

	11
	Noted with appreciation the digest of inter-committee meeting recommendations prepared by the Secretariat and recommended that the Secretariat keep that document updated for submission to subsequent meetings. Encouraged the Secretariat to consider the possibility of issuing the digest as an official document. 
Requested the Secretariat to prepare a consolidated implementation table of recommendations adopted by the inter-committee meeting since its first session.
	The digest has been updated for the upcoming ICM in English, French and Spanish and has been posted on the webpage of ICM 12.

This table of implementation has been prepared in response to the ICM recommendation. 
	IMPLEMENTED 
IMPLEMENTED 

	10
	Reiterated its previous recommendation (A/64/276, para. 49 (j) and (m)) to establish a working group on follow-up, with the composition of both the rapporteurs on follow-up to concluding observations and the rapporteurs on follow-up to individual communications of each treaty body, if applicable, or the members responsible for follow-up activities.

Recommended that the working group be divided into two sub-groups, one on follow-up to concluding observations and inquiries/visits
, and one on follow-up to individual communications, and that the sub-groups meet in parallel once per year for a period of two days with a view to facilitating interaction.

Recommended that the sub-groups commence their work by determining their modalities, terms of reference and working methods, and that the working group report to the inter-committee meeting. 
	In response to this recommendation, the working group on follow-up met from 12 to 14 January 2011.

The working group was divided into two sub-groups, on concluding observations, inquiries and visits, and on individual communications, respectively. 

The report of the working group on follow-up has been prepared for  endorsement by the present ICM (HRI/ICM/2011/3 – HRI/MC/2011-2)
	IMPLEMENTED
IMPLEMENTED 
IMPLEMENTED

	10
	Recommended that other thematic working groups be established as decided. The tenth inter-committee meeting requested the Secretariat to organize the meetings of the working groups within available resources.
Recommended that the practice of establishing such thematic working groups be reviewed after two years, in view of its experimental nature. 

Recommended that the inter-committee meeting meet once per year, with the participation of the chairpersons of human rights treaty bodies who are ex officio members for this purpose, as well as one additional member of each treaty body.
	Other thematic working groups have yet to be established.
This recommendation is not yet applicable.
The ICM now meets once per year in June.
 
	PARTIALLY IMPLEMENTED 
IMPLEMENTED


	10
	Decided that the eleventh inter-committee meeting would focus on the theme of preparation and analysis as a basis for lists of issues, including lists of issues prior to reporting (targeted/focused reports), taking into account the application of the common core document and the treaty-specific reporting guidelines.
	This was included as an agenda item for the 11th ICM and a background note was prepared to that effect (see HRI/ICM/2010/3)
	IMPLEMENTED 

	9


	Decided that the agenda items for the tenth inter-committee meeting would include, inter alia, follow-up to concluding observations and views and the universal periodic review mechanism of the Human Rights Council. 
	This was included on the agenda of the 10th ICM and  background documents were prepared to that effect (see HRI/ICM/2009/6 and /7)
	IMPLEMENTED 

	8
	Decided that the agenda items for the ninth inter-committee meeting would be the following: the identity/role of the country rapporteur/country task force, cross-referencing the work of other treaty bodies, standardization of terminology, the participation of national human rights institutions, States parties and NGOs, and the universal periodic review mechanism of the Human Rights Council. 
	
	IMPLEMENTED 


	8
	Requested the Secretariat to prepare a briefing note on the history of the inter-committee meeting and meeting of chairpersons and to distribute it to all the treaty bodies. 
All treaty bodies should carefully study the note and discuss the possibility of a merger of the inter-committee meeting and meeting of chairpersons that would allow for the ninth inter-committee meeting to take a decision on this issue. 
All treaty bodies should also consider whether the inter-committee meeting should be given an enhanced decision-making role with regard to harmonization of working methods. 
	Such briefing note was prepared by the Secretariat (see HRI/MC/2009/2, annex 1)

The possible merger of the ICM and the meeting of chairpersons was discussed but no decision has been taken.

In addition, the treaty bodies did not agree to give an enhanced decision-making role to the ICM with regard to harmonization of working methods. 
	IMPLEMENTED 
NOT IMPLEMENTED
NOT IMPLEMENTED

	7
	Reiterated the view that the inter-committee meeting provided a useful forum for discussing matters of mutual concern and strengthening coordination among the treaty bodies, and recommended that the General Assembly consider the possibility of convening such meetings on a regular basis.

Recommended that one of its two annual meetings be dedicated exclusively to the improvement and harmonization of working methods of the human rights treaty bodies.

Decided that the agenda items for the eighth inter-committee meeting would be the following: the revised treaty-specific guidelines; follow-up to concluding observations; consideration of a State party in the absence of a report; and the universal periodic review mechanism of the Human Rights Council. 
	Implemented at the time. However, recent change due to recommendation at ICM 10. 

	IMPLEMENTED 
IMPLEMENTED 
IMPLEMENTED 


	6
	Recognizing the need to improve and harmonize further the working methods of the human rights treaty bodies, the inter-committee meeting considered it appropriate that it convene twice annually, with the participation of the chairpersons of the human rights treaty bodies, who were ex officio members for that purpose. The inter-committee meeting would, inter alia, make recommendations for the improvement and harmonization of working methods of the human rights treaty bodies. As usual, all recommendations of the inter-committee meeting should be adopted in consultation and with the approval of all the human rights treaty bodies.
	Ibid.
	IMPLEMENTED 

	3
	Recommended that the Chairperson of the current inter-committee meeting should coordinate implementation of the present recommendations together with the chairpersons of the other treaty bodies and report on their implementation at the beginning of the next inter-committee meeting, before the election of the chairperson of that meeting.

	The implementation report has been replaced by substantive background notes for each ICM.
	IMPLEMENTED.


WORKING METHODS

1.2
treaty bodies

	Session number
	Recommendation
	Comments 
	Status

	1
	Taking account of the universality, indivisibility and interdependence of human rights,

treaty bodies should work together in a complementary way in order to underline the holistic nature of the human rights treaty framework. Collaboration should be enhanced through, inter alia:

(a) Collaborative days of general debate or general discussion;

(b) Formulation, where appropriate, of joint statements, particularly with respect to

United Nations conferences and summits;

(c) Formulation of joint general comments/recommendations by two or more treaty

bodies; the subject of such general comments could be discussed in future Inter-Committee meetings, where appropriate;

(d) Circulation of draft general comments/recommendations to other treaty bodies for

input;

(e) Cross-reference, where appropriate, to pertinent comments of other treaty bodies

in concluding observations/comments;

(f) Information from and input of NGOs, which is critical to the effective functioning of the United Nations treaty body system.

Treaty body secretariats should assume a stronger role in ensuring greater consultation amongst treaty bodies.
	(b) The only example of this is the joint statement in the context of the MDGs.

(c) The recent initiative of CEDAW and CRC to formulate a joint general comment/ recommendation on harmful practices.
(d) This is not done systematically

(e) Ibid. 
(f) All Committee include information from and input of NGOs in their work.
A good example of such consultation is the Secretaries+ Group established in HRTD. This group convenes once per week to discuss treaty body working methods.  
	(a) NOT IMPLEMENTED
(b) PARTIALLY IMPLEMENTED (IN PROGRESS) 
(c) PARTIALLY IMPLEMENTED
(IN PROGRESS)
(d) PARTIALLY IMPLEMENTED (IN PROGRESS) 
(e) PARTIALLY IMPLEMENTED (IN PROGRESS) 
(f) IMPLEMENTED
IMPLEMENTED

	1
	Treaty bodies should devise a framework to provide States parties whose reporting obligations under several human rights treaties are almost simultaneous with the option of staggering the dates of their appearance before the different treaty bodies.

Treaty bodies should seek to identify the date of submission of a State party’s subsequent periodic report clearly in the concluding observations/comments on the previous report of the State party; where appropriate, this date may allow for consolidation of more than one reporting obligation. 

Treaty bodies should elaborate criteria to govern circumstances in which the reports of States parties may be examined in the absence of representatives of the State party concerned. 

Treaty bodies should consider the possibility of examining the situation in a State party in the absence of a report where that State party’s initial/periodic report is long overdue. 

Treaty bodies should convene meetings and establish a dialogue with representatives of States parties on a country-by-country basis in order to explore reasons for failure to meet reporting obligations and encourage the submission of reports. 

As a general rule, all treaty bodies should make information submitted to them by NGOs available to the States parties concerned. 

Treaty bodies should seek to convene pre-sessional and in-sessional working groups in order to formulate lists of issues and questions on the reports of States parties. Lists of issues and questions, which should be as concise and precise as possible, should be transmitted to States parties well in advance of the examination of their reports. Lists of issues and questions should ask for disaggregated and comparative data, spanning the time between the examination of the previous report and the examination of the report on which the list of issues has been drawn up. 

Treaty bodies should seek to formulate concluding observations/comments which reflect as closely as possible the contents of the dialogue with the State party concerns. Treaty bodies should seek to include concerns and their pertinent recommendations in the same section of the concluding observations/comments. Treaty bodies should include a section on “factors and difficulties affecting the implementation of the Convention/Covenant” with caution and where appropriate in concluding observations/comments on the reports of States parties. Treaty bodies should formulate country-specific concluding observations/comments, incorporating realistic recommendations. Treaty bodies should formulate concluding observations/comments which include concise and concrete recommendations, to allow for follow-up. Treaty bodies should ensure that their concluding observations /comments are made available first to the States parties concerned. 

Treaty bodies should make available any comments by States parties on concluding observations/comments on their reports as public documents, as appropriate, including in electronic format. Except where the correction of factual errors is concerned, treaty bodies should not engage in discussion with States parties on the form or content of concluding observations/comments. 

Treaty bodies should develop procedures for follow-up on concluding observations/comments; the modalities of such procedures, which should be as transparent as possible, should be left to each committee.
	Many of these recommendations from 2003 have come up again under more recent ICMs. More detailed information is included in the following: 
The Secretariat is currently establishing a userfriendly master calendar that would provide information well in advance on the timetable for all the treaty bodies and on deadlines for civil society contributions relating to all stages of the reporting cycle, including lists of issues, lists of issues prior to reporting, country reviews and follow-up procedures.

Not all treaty bodies allow for the consolidation of more than one reporting obligation.

See the comparative report on working methods, HRI/ICM/2011/4, at paras. 70-73  
Ibid, para. 90-92. 
All committees, except CMW, have adopted the practice, pioneered by CERD in 1991 under its “review procedure,” of proceeding with examination of the state of implementation of the relevant treaty by the State party even where no report has been received (See section 1.2.1 below.)
Ibid.

See section 1.2.5 and 1.2.6 below
Treaty bodies are constantly seeking to improve their concluding observations. Many of these recommendations have to a large extent been implemented. The issue of the structure and length of concluding observations is one of the themes for the 12th ICM.

See HRI/ICM/2011/4 , para. 79: In accordance with specific provisions in the treaties, States parties may, if they wish, submit to the relevant committee comments on the concluding observations adopted with respect to their reports. All treaty bodies may make any such comments received publicly available.
See section 2 on follow-up. 
So far, only HRC, CAT, CERD and CEDAW have such procedure.
	PARTIALLY IMPLEMENTED (IN PROGRESS) 
PARTIALLY IMPLEMENTED
PARTIALLY IMPLEMENTED 
PARTIALLY IMPLEMENTED 
PARTIALLY IMPLEMENTED 
IMPLEMENTED
PARTIALLY IMPLEMENTED
IMPLEMENTED
IMPLEMENTED
PARTIALLY IMPLEMENTED



1.2.1
consideration in the absence of a report
	Session
number
	Recommendation
	Comments 
	Status

	9
	Welcomed the information provided by the Secretariat on non-reporting States and looked forward to further consultation on that issue. It also encouraged OHCHR and other United Nations agencies to engage in capacity-building and technical assistance activities with a view to facilitating the timely submission of reports by States parties.
	A list of non-reporting States was produced by the Secretariat in response to a recommendation of ICM 8 to this effect. It included overdue initial and periodic reports with a view to identifying trends and patterns of non-reporting, including for capacity-building and technical assistance activities.
	IMPLEMENTED

	8
	Noted that the absence of State party reports on treaty implementation, including initial reports, affected all treaty bodies. While the consideration of a report, as well as the establishment of a constructive dialogue with States parties, will always be the objective of treaty bodies, long overdue initial and periodic reports would seriously hamper the monitoring mandate of treaty bodies and the implementation of treaty provisions. Non-reporting States should be reminded of their overdue reporting obligations and encouraged to report, and, as a last resort, treaty bodies should consider reviewing the implementation of treaties in the absence of a report and adopt concluding observations in that respect.

	See HRI/ICM/2011/4, paras. 90-92. All committees, except CMW, have adopted the practice, pioneered by CERD in 1991 under its “review procedure,” of proceeding with examination of the state of implementation of the relevant treaty by the State party even where no report has been received
	PARTIALLY IMPLEMENTED

	8
	Requested the Secretariat to produce a list of non-reporting States, including initial and periodic, in order to identify trends and patterns of non-reporting. The Secretariat was also requested to produce a paper on best practices/lessons learned from the review procedure. Each non‑reporting State should be considered in accordance with its specific situation, taking into account, in particular, the overdue period, the human rights situation in the country and any specific difficulties that the State party might face. OHCHR is encouraged to proactively engage in capacity-building and technical assistance activities in relation to the submission of reports, in particular, through its regional and field presences.

	A list of non-reporting States was produced by the Secretariat in response to a recommendation of ICM 8 to this effect. It included overdue initial and periodic reports with a view to identifying trends and patterns of non-reporting, including for capacity-building and technical assistance activities.
	PARTIALLY IMPLEMENTED

	3
	Recommended that the Secretariat produce a comprehensive report highlighting the situation with regard to non-reporting by States parties and reports that are overdue
	Ibid.
	IMPLEMENTED

	2
	Taking into account the relevant provisions of the respective treaties and rules of procedure, recommended that each committee adopt appropriate procedures to examine the situation of human rights in a State party whose reports were long overdue and that had not responded to reminders of its reporting obligation. In that regard, all committees should adopt the following incremental and graduated measures to encourage submission of overdue reports:

(a) At each session, the secretariat shall notify the committee of all cases of non-submission of reports. In such cases, the committee shall transmit to the State party concerned a reminder concerning the submission of such reports;

(b) At each session, the secretariat shall provide the committee with a list of all reports that are substantially overdue. In such cases, the committee may notify the States parties concerned that the implementation of the treaty will be considered at a designated session and request the State party to indicate before the following session when it will submit the overdue report;

(c) The Committee shall also inform the State party of the availability of technical assistance with respect to reporting from OHCHR and the Division for the Advancement of Women;

(d) If, at the following session, the State party has not responded, the Committee may schedule the examination of the situation of human rights of the State party for consideration in the absence of a report.
	See HRI/ICM/2011/4, paras. 88-92 for detailed information per Committee. All committees have adopted strategies to encourage reporting by States parties. 
All committees, except CMW, have adopted the practice, pioneered by CERD in 1991 under its “review procedure,” of proceeding with examination of the state of implementation of the relevant treaty by the State party even where no report has been received
	PARTIALLY IMPLEMENTED


1.2.2
informal consultations with states parties

	Session number
	Recommendation
	Comments
	Status

	11
	Expressed its appreciation for the dialogue with States parties, which in its view provided a valuable opportunity for discussion and interaction. Recommended that sufficient time should be allocated and a specific and focused agenda should be prepared for the informal consultations with States parties in the context of the twelfth inter-committee meeting.
	A note verbale transmitting the agenda for the informal consultations with States parties was circulated to all States parties on 6 June 2011.  
	IMPLEMENTED

	9
	Appreciated the dialogue with States parties and emphasized that the informal consultations with States parties provided an important platform for dialogue and interaction and recommended that meetings be convened with specific and focused agendas. The ninth inter-committee meeting highlighted that informal consultations complement informal consultations between individual treaty bodies and States parties. 
	Generally, such focused agendas are prepared in advance and approved by the Chair of the meeting of Chairpersons.
	IMPLEMENTED

	8
	Emphasized that the informal consultations with States parties provided an important platform for dialogue and interaction and recommended that a full one-day meeting should be allocated for the informal consultations with States parties in the context of the ninth inter-committee meeting in 2009. Requested the Secretariat, in consultation with the treaty bodies, to prepare a specific and focused agenda for this meeting.
	Accordingly, a one-day meeting took place on 30 June 2009 in the context of the ninth inter-committee meeting. 
	IMPLEMENTED


1.2.3
accessibility/publicity

	Session number
	Recommendation
	Comments
	Status

	9
	Re-emphasized the necessity of making the work of treaty bodies more widely known and encouraged the treaty bodies that had not already done so to discuss media strategies and also work towards a common media strategy, with the assistance and advice of OHCHR. 
Reiterated its recommendation that OHCHR explore alternative means of facilitating the broadest public access to the treaty body public examinations of periodic reports, including the possibility of webcasting, the use of other modern technologies, and making audio files readily available. Highlighted the need for allocation of adequate financial resources in this respect.
 


	So far, a media strategy has only been adopted by the Human Rights Committee. No common media strategy has been adopted. 

The possible use of modern technologies is currently being explored by OHCHR, including the issue of ensuring funding for such activities. In addition, HRTD has taken a number of other measures to increase the visibility of and access to the work of the treaty bodies, including through its weekly updates and regular newsletters. 
	NOT IMPLEMENTED
NOT  IMPLEMENTED

	9
	Recommended that all treaty bodies, OHCHR and other United Nations agencies improve access for persons with disabilities to the United Nations system, and in particular the treaty bodies, including through facilitating such access, inter alia, with respect to documentation. 
	A number of measures have been taken in this regard, including with regard to access to the premises, meetings and documentation. 
	PARTIALLY IMPLEMENTED

	3
	Recommended that committees establish a liaison point with the Department of Public Information to ensure the accuracy of press releases. Recommended that the press releases of each committee should include a disclaimer stating, “This press release is not an official record and is provided for public information only”.
	See HRI/MC/2005/2, paras. 36 and 37.

	IMPLEMENTED

	2
	Welcomed the secretariat’s creation of a public listserve to facilitate the dissemination of concluding observations/comments electronically after each session. It recommended that the secretariat expand the listserve to include the work of other human rights mechanisms, in particular reports of the special mechanisms of the Commission on Human Rights.
	The recommendations of treaty bodies as well as the output of other human rights mechanisms are accessible on the OHCHR website. 
	IMPLEMENTED


1.2.4
task forces

	Session number
	Recommendation
	Comments
	Status

	9
	Invited each treaty body to consider discussing the practices relating to the formation of thematic and country task forces and the role of such task forces and to report back to the eleventh inter-committee meeting on this issue. 
	So far, only Human Rights Committee makes use of country task forces, and CEDAW has also done so on a few occasions. The Committees did not report back to ICM 11 on this issue. 
	NOT IMPLEMENTED


1.2.5
lists of issues

	Session number
	Recommendation
	Comments
	Status

	7
	Acknowledged the usefulness of lists of issues prepared and transmitted to States parties in advance of the consideration of initial and periodic reports. While the content of lists of issues remains at the discretion of each treaty body, within its competence, the inter-committee meeting may wish to identify and discuss best practices in relation to their format and the structure, especially in order to address more focused lists of issues to State parties. 
	The ICM has not discussed best practices in relation to the format and structure of lists of issues.
	NOT IMPLEMENTED

	4
	The inter-committee meeting reaffirmed its earlier recommendation that each committee should adopt the practice of producing a list of issues and questions. Such lists of issues could relate to both initial and periodic reports and should be submitted to States parties well in advance of the session at which the relevant State party’s report is to be considered by the Committee.
	See HRI/ICM/2011/4, paras. 35-46. Most Committees have established this practice, however CAT does not produce LOIs for initial reports and CERD has recently decided to adopt “lists of themes” instead. 
	PARTIALLY IMPLEMENTED

	3
	Recommended that each committee, if it had not already done so, consider adopting the practice of producing a list of issues and questions to be submitted to States parties before the session at which the respective State party’s report is to be considered by the Committee. Recommended that States parties should specifically address the steps taken to implement the Committee’s concluding observations/recommendations in their periodic reports. Where this information is not included, it was recommended that committees request it in their list of issues for the State party.
	Ibid.
	PARTIALLY IMPLEMENTED


1.2.6
lists of issues prior to reporting

	Session number
	Recommendation
	Comments
	Status

	11
	Noted with interest the optional reporting procedures adopted by the Committee against Torture and the Human Rights Committee in respect of lists of issues prior to reporting. Encouraged all treaty bodies to consider whether such procedures could be applicable to them and recommended that the Committee against Torture and the Human Rights Committee should report back to the twelfth inter-committee meeting on their experiences in implementing such procedures.
	See HRI/ICM/2011/4, paras. 93-94. In addition to these two Committees, CMW has recently established a similar practice. Other Committees are considered this issue. 
	PARTIALLY IMPLEMENTED

	11
	Emphasized the essential role played by national human rights institutions and civil society, including non-governmental organizations, with regard to the preparation of lists of issues prior to reporting, and encouraged their active participation in the process.
	NHRIs and NGOs are increasingly given the possibility to submit information in advance. 
	PARTIALLY IMPLEMENTED

	11
	Recommended that human, technical and financial resources should be allocated to the Secretariat for the preparation of lists of issues prior to reporting for those treaty bodies that adhered to that practice in order to enhance the capacity of the Secretariat to meet the analytical requirements.
	Such resources have not been allocated to the Secretariat. 
	NOT IMPLEMENTED.


1.2.7
concluding observations

	Session number
	Recommendation
	Comments
	Status

	11
	Recommended that each treaty body should explore ways of reducing the length of its concluding observations in order to achieve greater efficiency and impact without jeopardizing the quality of those concluding observations or the exercise of the monitoring mandate of the respective treaty body.
	See HRI/ICM/2011/4, paras. 74-79. The ICM has initiated a discussion on this issue and will continue to discuss the structure and length of concluding observations at the upcoming ICM. See the background document prepared by the Secretariat to that effect (HRI/ICM/2011/2).  
	PARTIALLY IMPLEMENTED

	11
	Recommended that all treaty bodies should take due account of their previous concluding observations, as well as any follow-up information provided or remaining outstanding and views, decisions and opinions adopted under the individual complaints procedures, if applicable, when drafting lists of issues, lists of issues prior to reporting and concluding observations.
	The previous concluding observations form part of the basis for the preparation of lists of issues, lists of issues prior to reporting and concluding observations.
	PARTIALLY IMPLEMENTED


1.2.8
geNeral comments, including joint general comments

	Session
number
	Recommendation
	Comments
	Status

	11
	Welcomed the initiative by the Committee on the Rights of the Child and the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women to prepare a joint general comment and recommended that other committees explore the possibility of issuing joint general comments.

Expressed concern at the fact that the General Assembly had unfortunately taken note on a selective basis of the general comments adopted by the United Nations independent treaty monitoring bodies in the performance of their duties.
	See HRI/ICM/2011/4, paras. 130-134. So far, no other committees have taken similar initiatives. However, some committees have met to identify and discuss issues of common interest. 

This is a statement rather than a recommendation. 
	PARTIALLY IMPLEMENTED

	7
	Noted the usefulness of exploring the possibility of issuing joint general comments. It encouraged treaty bodies to actively consider the discussion and adoption of joint general comments and reiterated that such general comments should only refer to common thematic issues, not treaty provisions, and recommended that OHCHR actively support such a process. 
	Ibid
	PARTIALLY IMPLEMENTED

	2
	Agreed that general comments/recommendations and the process of their elaboration provided opportunities for reflecting the holistic nature of the treaty body system. The meeting recommended that treaty bodies strengthen their efforts to exchange information and opinions on general comments/recommendations in order to ensure jurisprudential consistency among treaty bodies with respect to substantive issues.

On substantive issues, where the language of provisions of different treaties was virtually identical, treaty bodies should cooperate in the elaboration of general comments/recommendations, which would then be adopted by each of those committees in parallel. Agreed that common issues could be the subject of general comments/recommendations adopted by treaty bodies in parallel. The meeting considered that a general comment on non-reporting should be adopted by each committee in parallel.
	Ibid
	PARTIALLY IMPLEMENTED


1.3
HARMONIZATION

GENERAL 

	Session
number
	Recommendation
	Comments
	Status

	5
	Noted the various proposals for harmonizing the working methods of the treaty bodies, including those contained in paragraph 20 of the concept paper. It recommended that a working group be established as soon as possible, consisting of seven members, one designated by each committee, to discuss those ideas and other possibilities, including the proposals put forward by CERD, CRC and CEDAW and to report to the sixth inter committee meeting in 2007.
	The working group on the harmonization of working methods was convened in Geneva from 27 to 28 November 2006 and from 17 to 18 April 2007. The points of agreement reached by the working groups are contained in documents HRI/MC/2007/2 and Add.1. The working group reported to ICM 6.  
	IMPLEMENTED

	3
	Recommended that each committee should include in its agenda for each session a specific item on working methods if it had not already done so. The secretariat of each committee was requested to produce a document detailing its working methods for inclusion in its annual report, or issued as a separate document. Requested OHCHR, in collaboration with the Division for the Advancement of Women, to produce a comparative report on the working methods of all committees, to be updated on a regular basis.
 
Recommended that OHCHR, in collaboration with the Division for the Advancement of Women, submit a proposal to the fourth inter-committee meeting on the standardization of terminology used by treaty bodies relating to the technical elements of their work.
	All committees include a specific item on working methods in their agendas, and they have all included details of their working methods in the annual reports. The OHCHR web site also includes an overview of the working methods of the various treaty bodies. The comparative report on working methods is updated on an annual basis, see HRI/ICM/2011/4.
Further to this recommendation, the OHCHR, in collaboration with DAW, submitted a proposal to ICM 4 on the standardization of terminology used by treaty bodies relating to technical elements of their work. A table was included in HRI/MC/2005/2, annex.
	IMPLEMENTED
IMPLEMENTED



	2
	In the light of the principle of the universality, indivisibility and interdependence of human rights, the inter-committee meeting emphasized the need to ensure consistency in the examination of reports by all treaty bodies. Recommended that the secretariat ensure that, in addition to the State party report, the same basic information was provided to all treaty bodies. Recommended that the secretariat provide, to all members of the relevant treaty body prior to the examination of a State party’s report, the concluding observations/recommendations of other committees and relevant decisions on individual communications/complaints, including from regional organizations when appropriate, from the preceding three years. Where the State party had been examined by another treaty body within the previous three months, the meeting recommended that the secretariat provide, where available, the summary records of that meeting. 
Recommended that, where appropriate, committees should refer to relevant concluding observations/comments of other treaty bodies either during the dialogue or in their own concluding comments.
	These sources of information are provided to the various treaty bodies.
Not all committees use this practice.  
	IMPLEMENTED
PARTIALLY IMPLEMENTED

	1
	Efforts should be made to ensure that all treaty bodies that wish to do so are able to convene pre-sessional working groups. 
Treaty body secretariats should institute a harmonized system of reporting reminders to States parties.
	HRI/ICM/2011/4, paras. 37-42. Not all committees convene pre-sessional working groups.

Concerning reporting reminders, see HRI/ICM/2011/4, paras. 88-92
	PARTIALLY IMPLEMENTED
PARTIALLY IMPLEMENTED



1.3.1
sTANDARDIZATION OF TERMINOLOGY AND CROSS-REFERENCING

	Session
number
	Recommendation
	Comments
	Status

	9
	Requested the Secretariat to prepare a comparative study on the use of terminology across the treaty bodies with a view to standardizing terminology to the furthest extent possible. The Secretariat was also requested once again to conduct a study on the extent to which treaty bodies cross-reference the work of other treaty bodies. The inter-committee meeting will revisit both issues at its eleventh meeting in 2010.
	The ICM has not revisited this issue. 

	PARTIALLY IMPLEMENTED 

	7
	Requested the Secretariat to inform the inter-committee meeting of the practices of treaty bodies with regard to terminology and cross-references to the work of other treaty bodies. The inter-committee meeting will revisit this issue in the course of 2009.
	This information was included in document HRI/MC/2009/2, para. 22. CEDAW has harmonized its terminology with that of the other treaty bodies and has adopted the term “concluding observations” replacing the previous reference to “concluding comments”. With regard to cross-references to the work of other treaty bodies,  some committees do refer to other treaty bodies’ recommendations in the context of LOIs, LOIPR,  in questions posed during the constructive dialogue with States parties and sometimes also in COBs. The issue has not been revisited by the ICM.. 
	PARTIALLY IMPLEMENTED 

	5
	Noting the emerging agreement on the use of terms such as “concluding observations” and “general comments”, recommended that the Secretariat revise its proposal on standardization of terminology as contained in the annex to document HRI/MC/2005/2 and submit it to each committee for consideration, with a view to the approval of standardized terminology by the nineteenth meeting of chairpersons in 2007.
	Not all committees formulated a position on the proposal for standardization of terminology and it has not been approved.  See HRI/MC/2007/6, para. 7.
	PARTIALLY IMPLEMENTED 

	4
	Recommended that the question of standardization of terminology be considered by each committee during the course of the year and that the secretariat prepare a paper, based on the comments received, containing revised proposals for the consideration of the next inter-committee meeting.
	Ibid. 
The original proposal for standardization of terminology is contained in HRI/MC/2005/2, annex.
	PARTIALLY IMPLEMENTED 


1.3.2
IDENTITY OF COUTNRY RAPPORTEUR 

	Session number
	Recommendation
	Comments
	Status

	9
	Noting the collective responsibility of each treaty body in adopting concluding observations and that the majority of treaty bodies make the identity of the country rapporteurs public, the ninth inter-committee meeting encouraged harmonization in this context. 
	So far, only eight of the nine committees in function make the identity of the country rapporteurs public. 
	PARTIALLY IMPLEMENTED


1.3.3
REVISED HARMONISED REPORTING GUIDELINES

	Session number
	Recommendation
	Comments 
	Status

	8
	Noting that a majority of treaty bodies had adopted revised guidelines for treaty-specific documents on reporting under the international human rights treaties, reaffirmed that the remaining treaty bodies should aim at completing the adoption of their revised guidelines by the end of 2009. As of 2010, States parties would be urged to use the new reporting system as a whole, consisting of a common core document and a treaty-specific document. In the meantime, States parties were encouraged to use the approved harmonized guidelines on reporting under the international human rights treaties, including guidelines on a common core document and treaty-specific documents (as contained in document HRI/GEN/2/Rev.5) and the treaty-specific guidelines already adopted, when submitting a report to a human rights treaty body. OHCHR is encouraged to proactively engage in capacity-building and technical assistance activities, in particular, through its regional and field presences.
	HRI/ICM/2011/4, paras. 18-26. So far, six  committees have adopted their treaty-specific guidelines, notably CEDAW, CESCR, CERD, CMW, CRC and the Human Rights Committee.
For capacity-building and technical assistance activities, please see below under section 4. 
	PARTIALLY IMPLEMENTED

	7
	Noting that some treaty bodies had adopted revised guidelines for treaty-specific documents on reporting under the international human rights treaties, encouraged the remaining treaty bodies to complete the adoption of their revised guidelines by the end of 2009. Reiterated that the approved harmonized guidelines on reporting under the international human rights treaties, including guidelines on a common core document and treaty-specific documents (as contained in document HRI/GEN/2/Rev.5) should be used by States parties when submitting a report to any human rights treaty body.
	Ibid.
	PARTIALLY IMPLEMENTED

	6
	Requested that the Secretariat send a note verbale to all the Permanent Missions to the United Nations Office at Geneva recommending that the approved harmonized guidelines on reporting under the international human rights treaties, including guidelines on a common core document and treaty-specific documents, contained in document HRI/GEN/2/Rev.4 should be used by States parties when submitting a report to any human rights treaty body.

Briefings with States parties to further disseminate those guidelines and clarify issues related to their implementation should also be organized by the Secretariat.
	A note verbale was submitted to all States parties to human rights treaty bodies recommending reporting according to these guidelines (contained in HRI/GEN/2/Rev.6 which is continually updated).. The Secretariat has organized a number of briefings on the revised harmonized guidelines and continues to include these in its training activities.  
	IMPLEMENTED

	5
	Accepted the revised harmonized guidelines on reporting under the international human rights treaties, including guidelines on a common core document and treaty-specific documents (HRI/MC/2006/3 and Corr.1). It recommended that the committees apply these guidelines in a flexible manner, review as appropriate their existing reporting guidelines for initial and periodic reports and compile indications of any difficulties experienced in their implementation. It also recommended that the experiences of each committee in implementing the guidelines be reviewed at the seventh inter-committee meeting in 2008 and that consideration be given to the establishment of an inter-committee mechanism to keep the guidelines under review.
	The revised harmonized guidelines have not yet been reviewed. An inter-committee mechanism to keep the guidelines under review has not been established. 
	NOT IMPLEMENTED

	4
	Recommended:

a) That an analysis be undertaken by the secretariat of the extent to which

States parties comply with the existing reporting guidelines for each treaty in the preparation of their reports to the treaty bodies;

b) That a technical working group be established, composed of seven members, one designated by each committee, in order to finalize the draft guidelines for consideration and eventual adoption by each of the committees. The secretariat was requested to arrange for the working group to convene as soon as possible after its establishment. The working group, in consultation with the secretariat, should, inter alia, review the revised draft harmonized guidelines set forth in document HRI/MC/2005/3; consider an options paper prepared by the secretariat on the substantive content of the common core document; discuss whether and, if so, what extent congruent substantive provisions in the treaties should be included in the core document; consider the results of the analysis prepared by the secretariat in accordance with paragraph (a) above.
	The technical working group was set up and met on 8 and 9 December 2005, and again from 15-17 February 2006. The working group finalized the harmonized guidelines (HRI/MC/2006/3) which were later on accepted by ICM 5.
	IMPLEMENTED

	3
	Recommended that the Chairpersons forward the draft guidelines on an expanded core document and treaty-specific targeted reports (HRI/MC/2004/3) and the report of the inter-committee meeting to their respective committees for discussion as a priority item of their agenda. Recommended the establishment of a mechanism for further consultations between the committees on the draft proposed guidelines and other matters relating to the harmonization of their reporting guidelines during the coming year. The meeting decided to entrust this task to Mr. Kamel Filali as rapporteur.

Bearing in mind the importance and complexity of the proposed guidelines, the third inter-committee meeting requested OHCHR, in consultation with the Division for the Advancement of Women, to continue to work on the draft proposed guidelines, incorporating the comments and suggestions made by each committee during the course of the year, as well as those received from NGOs, NHRIs and States parties, with a view to producing revised guidelines for consideration, if possible at the fourth inter-committee meeting, in 2005. Agreed that any States parties wishing to prepare reports using the draft guidelines should be entitled to do so and encouraged them to seek technical assistance from OHCHR and the Division for the Advancement of Women, which were requested to provide technical assistance to States engaged in this process.
	These recommendations were addressed in a report prepared by Mr. Kamel Filali (HRI/MC/2005/6), rapporteur on this issue, which included information on the discussions that had taken place during the past year in each treaty body regarding the document on provisional guidelines for reporting with an expanded core document and treaty-specific targeted reports (HRI/MC/2004/3). Revised draft guidelines, reflecting comments and suggestions made by each treaty body during the last year, as well as those received by States parties, NHRIs and NGOs were contained in HRI/MC/2005/3.
	IMPLEMENTED 



	2
	Agreed that it shared the overriding concerns and objectives of the Secretary-General expressed in his report, in particular with regard to strengthening the implementation of human rights obligations at the national level. The meeting agreed that the proposal that each State should be allowed to produce a single report summarizing its adherence to the full range of international human rights treaties to which it was a party would not adequately meet those overriding concerns and objectives. Considered that those concerns and objectives could be met more appropriately by requiring States parties to human rights treaties to prepare an expanded core document that would be regularly updated, as well as treaty-specific targeted periodic reports to individual treaty bodies. Recommended that the secretariat prepare draft guidelines for an expanded core document for consideration by each committee and adoption by the third inter-committee meeting in 2004. The guidelines should emphasize substantive human rights issues relating to provisions in all or several human rights treaties. Recommended that the secretariat examine the possibilities for greater harmonization of the reporting guidelines for each of the treaty bodies.
	See the above explanations.
	IMPLEMENTED


2.
follow-up

2.1
follow-up to concluding observations

	Session number
	Recommendation
	Comments
	Status

	10
	Reiterated the recommendation of previous meetings that each treaty body consider adopting a procedure within a reasonable time period. Such a procedure could include a request to States parties to respond, within a designated period of time, to priority issues identified by the Committee. Recommended that reminders be sent to States parties who do not respond to the request for information within a given deadline, in accordance with the decision by each treaty body.

Recommended that the modalities of follow-up procedures on concluding observations should be developed by each treaty body, further elaborated and acted upon within the working group on follow-up. The procedure should consist of one or more mandate holder(s) who will assess the information provided by States parties and develop, as necessary, pertinent criteria for analysis of the information received. Recommended that the working group on follow-up serve as a tool for harmonization of such procedures. 
Reiterated its previous recommendation that each treaty body complete an assessment and analysis of its follow-up procedure, identifying difficulties, obstacles and results, by 2011, with a view to facilitating the task of the working group on follow-up.

Recommended that the follow-up procedure of each treaty body should be undertaken in a transparent manner and therefore be considered as a public procedure. Recommended that all the information received from the States parties and correspondence between States parties and the treaty bodies should be made publically available, including information received from other stakeholders such as national human rights institutions and civil society, including non-governmental organizations. Recommended that a separate webpage on follow-up be created for each treaty body to include such information.
	See HRI/ICM/2011/4, paras. 80-87. So far, only HRC, CAT, CERD and CEDAW have such procedure.

Not all committees have developed modalities for their follow-up procedures.
The working group on follow-up met from 12 to 14 January 2011 and its report (HRI/ICM/2011/3 – HRI/MC/2011-2) is before this ICM for endorsement. 

It is envisaged that the treaty bodies that have a follow-up procedure will complete such assessment and analysis of their follow-up procedures in the course of 2011. 

According to the working group on follow-up, the follow-up procedure should be public from the beginning to the end of the process. The committees generally post information received on their respective websites. However, not all committees have a separate webpage on follow-up.
	PARTIALLY IMPLEMENTED
PARTIALLY IMPLEMENTED
PARTIALLY IMPLEMENTED
PARTIALLY IMPLEMENTED

	9
	Reiterated the recommendation of previous meetings that additional resources be allocated to follow-up activities, including for workshops, meetings and, on the invitation of the State party concerned, country visits.
 

Decided that the tenth inter-committee meeting would be devoted to discussion of follow-up to concluding observations and views of treaty bodies in order to, inter alia, identify best practices in respect of follow-up and consider possible areas of harmonization in this respect.
	Additional resources have not been allocated.
ICM 10 focused on the issue of follow-up. 
	NOT IMPLEMENTED
IMPLEMENTED

	8
	Reiterated its previous recommendation that a working group/task force on follow-up to concluding observations be established inter-sessionally, consisting of the rapporteur for follow-up on concluding observations of each treaty body, if applicable, or the members responsible for follow-up activities. Such a working group/task force could, among other things, identify best practices in respect of follow-up and consider possible areas of harmonization in this respect, and consider the possibility of integrated follow-up. The working group/task force should report back to the ninth inter-committee meeting in 2009 on its findings.
 

Recommended that each treaty body complete an assessment and analysis of its follow-up procedure, identifying difficulties, obstacles and results, by 2010. Based upon the results of the assessments at the committee level, recommended that a common assessment of the follow-up procedures be conducted in 2010 by the working group/task force. Such an assessment would facilitate the identification of possible areas of harmonization and the future development of the best possible procedure on follow-up for all the treaty bodies. 

Recommended that follow-up information received by one treaty body be shared with the other treaty bodies, including in respect of cross-cutting issues and issues of common concern.
	The working group on follow-up met from 12 to 14 January 2011 and its report (HRI/ICM/2011/3 – HRI/MC/2011-2) is before this ICM for endorsement. 
This recommendation was repeated at ICM 10 and the deadline for the common assessment was extended until 2011.
This is not done in a systematic manner. 
	IMPLEMENTED
NOT IMPLEMENTED
NOT IMPLEMENTED

	7
	Recommended that any follow-up provide for a periodic qualitative assessment of the implementation of concluding observations. Such assessment should be conducted in open meetings. 
	See above under ICM 10.
	PARTIALLY IMPLEMENTED


2.2
follow-up to individual communications

	Session number
	Recommendation
	Comments
	Status

	10
	Requested the Secretariat to prepare a background paper on convergence and divergence of follow-up procedures to individual communications of the treaty bodies and to present such paper to the proposed sub-group on follow-up to individual communications, as referred to in paragraph a), with a view to facilitating their discussion.  

Recommended that decisions/views on individual communications be published in a regular and systematic way, and disseminated broadly, with a view to enhancing the involvement of national human rights institutions and civil society, in encouraging States parties’ implementation of decisions/views of treaty bodies.
	This background paper was prepared for the first meeting of the WG on follow-up (HRI/ICM/WGFU/2011/3). Another document on follow-up to individual communications (HRI/ICM/2009/7) was also made available to the sub-group.  

The sub-group on follow-up to individual communications made a number of concrete recommendations to this effect and the report of the WG on follow-up (HRI/ICM/2011/3-HRI/MC/2011/2) is before the ICM for endorsement. 
	IMPLEMENTED
PARTIALLY IMPLEMENTED

	8
	Reaffirmed the importance of consolidating, and possibly strengthening, the procedures in place for following up on individual communications
. The rapporteurs on follow-up to individual communications should join the working group/task force on follow-up. 
	 The rapporteurs on follow-up to individual communications were invited to join the working group on follow-up.
	IMPLEMENTED


2.3
follow-up to inquiries

	Session number
	Recommendation
	Comments
	Status

	10
	Recommended that treaty bodies able to conduct inquiries consider the feasibility and necessity of establishing a follow-up procedure that is specific to the inquiry procedure.
	So far, no committee has established a follow-up procedure specific to the inquiry procedure.
	NOT IMPLEMENTED


2.4
involvement of other stakeholders in follow-up activties

	Session number
	Recommendation
	Comments
	Status

	10
	Reiterated its previous recommendation concerning the important role played by national human rights institutions, national preventive mechanisms, and civil society, including NGOs, in respect of follow-up at the national level, and encouraged the support of such stakeholders in the implementation of treaty bodies’ follow-up procedures. Recommended that each treaty body secretariat clarify and make public the deadlines for submission of such information.

	Both NHRIs and civil society are encouraged to submit information in respect of follow-up. 
	PARTIALLY IMPLEMENTED


3.
reservations

	Session number
	Recommendation
	Comments
	Status

	10
	Requested the Secretariat to include in its report on reservations, prepared on a regular basis, information on the progress made by the United Nations International Law Commission with regard to reservations. In view of this information, the inter-committee meeting will then decide whether the working group on reservations should reconvene. 
	The Secretariat has prepared reports on reservations on a regular basis. The most recent one is HRI/MC/2009/5. The ICM has not revisited this issue. 
	PARTIALLY IMPLEMENTED

	6
	Welcomed the report of the working group on reservations (HRI/MC/2007/5 and Add.1). Endorsed the recommendations formulated by the working group (HRI/MC/2007/5, para. 16) and recommended that the working group should be maintained and meet if required.
	
	IMPLEMENTED

	5
	Noted with appreciation the report of the working group on reservations (HRI/MC/2006/5) and the progress the working group had achieved. It supported the ongoing efforts of the working group and recommended that it reconvene and submit a fuller report on this issue to the sixth inter-committee meeting in 2007.
	The working group on reservations reconvened in Geneva on 14 and 15 December 2006 and adopted a number of recommendations contained in document HRI/MC/2007/5. On 15 and 16 May 2007, the International Law Commission (ILC) met with treaty body members for an inter-active dialogue on reservations to human rights treaties. 
	IMPLEMENTED

	4
	Recommended that a working group, composed of a member of each committee, be convened early in 2006 to consider an updated version of the report on reservations prepared by the Secretariat (HRI/MC/2005/5) and to report to the next inter-committee meeting. Also called on the secretariat to update the report regularly.
	The working group on reservations convened on 8 and 9 June 2006 and reported to ICM 5. The report on reservations is updated regularly.
	IMPLEMENTED

	3
	Recommended that the Secretariat prepare a report, including a table showing all reservations made to the core human rights treaties and the nature of the provisions covered, with a view to establishing a working group consisting of a representative of each committee to consider this report and to report to the next inter-committee meeting.
	See HRI/MC/2005/5
	IMPLEMENTED


4.
technical assistance

	Session number
	Recommendation
	Comments 
	Status

	10
	Encouraged all actors involved in international cooperation, including the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR), to engage in capacity building and technical assistance activities in relation to implementation of treaty body recommendations and decisions/views, in particular, through its regional and field presences, and to seek to involve relevant United Nations entities in such activities.
	See 2006/6, annex 1:

One of the main activities of OHCHR is capacity-building at the national level for the implementation of human rights obligations established in the core human rights treaties.

In the past few years, HRTD, and previously the Treaties and Commission Branch (TCB), has participated in a series of training activities, including training workshops in the context of a project funded by the European Commission, (EU project), treaty-specific regional or sub-regional workshops to follow-up on the treaty bodies’ concluding observations, and reporting workshops.
	PARTIALLY IMPLEMENTED
(IN PROGRESS)

	2
	Agreed that capacity-building was important for effective national reporting
 and recommended that OHCHR, the Division for the Advancement of Women and treaty bodies should coordinate the consideration of possible objectives and strategies that could contribute to the effectiveness of technical cooperation. It also recommended that capacity-building efforts undertaken by OHCHR and the Department, United Nations agencies and programmes and NGOs, in particular those relating to follow-up to recommendations of treaty bodies, should be expanded and adequately funded.
	Taking into account the limited human and financial resources available to OHCHR at the time, guidelines were developed to establish criteria for the selection of countries/regions for all workshops in which it is involved (see 2006/6, annex 1).
	PARTIALLY IMPLEMENTED

	1
	OHCHR should develop and implement a comprehensive technical assistance programme on reporting under the existing human rights instruments to create an enabling environment at the national level to enhance the implementation of substantive obligations and fulfilment of reporting obligations. The secretariat should develop programmes to provide technical assistance to States parties to support them, at their request, in meeting their reporting obligations. Technical assistance programmes to support States parties in meeting their reporting obligations is most appropriately provided at the country level. Technical assistance provided at the regional or subregional level should concentrate on implementation of the instruments and concluding observations/comments. The United Nations and its specialized agencies, funds and programmes should coordinate technical assistance activities directed at reporting obligations. Treaty body members should participate in technical assistance activities directed at reporting obligations.
	See the above information.


	PARTIALLY IMPLEMENTED


5.
resources
5.1
human and financial

	Session number
	Recommendation
	Comments
	Status

	10
	Reiterated its previous request (A/64/276, annex one, para. 49 (v)) addressed to the United Nations Conference Services, as well as all other relevant entities, to provide sufficient services in terms of timely translations, including State party replies to lists of issues, so as to enable an effective functioning of treaty bodies. 

Recommended that additional resources be allocated to follow-up activities with regard to treaty body concluding observations and decisions/views, and that financial and human resources be specifically designated within the OHCHR to assist the treaty bodies with their respective follow-up mechanisms. Recommended that a specific request be transmitted to States parties and to United Nations Conference Services to ensure that sufficient resources be made available to the follow-up procedures, including for timely translations.
	Where possible, extrabudgetary funding is made available for the conduct of follow-up activities, including workshops and seminars.
	PARTIALLY IMPLEMENTED


	9
	Reiterated the recommendation of previous meetings that OHCHR should allocate additional human and financial resources for the Human Rights Treaties Branch in order to ensure effective and continuous support for the work of the treaty bodies.

	
	


5.2
documentation

	Session number
	Recommendation
	Comments
	Status

	11
	Reiterated its deep concern at the increasingly limited ability of conference services to provide translations of documents submitted by States parties to treaty bodies. Recommended that the Secretariat should keep track of documents not processed in time for the sessions of the treaty bodies.

In view of the concerns recently expressed by conference services on the length and quality of the language of State party submissions, recommended that the reports of States parties should be written in a clear and precise manner, and reiterated the page limits for State party reports, which varied from 40 to 80 pages, included in the harmonized guidelines for reporting and agreed upon by the fifth inter-committee meeting. 
Recommended that all treaty bodies should highlight in their concluding observations the need for States parties to respect such page limits and requested the Secretariat to prepare language explaining the rationale behind that.
Further requested the Secretariat to ensure that such page limits were applied in practice, including by conveying the concerns expressed by conference services to all States parties through a note verbale and by requesting States parties whose reports would not meet such requirements to review and eventually resubmit their reports in accordance with the above-mentioned guidelines.
	This is done at the level of each treaty body secretariat.
Not all State party submissions comply with the page limits.

Accordingly, the Secretariat prepared language explaining the rationale behind the page limits. However, not all treaty bodies have included this para. in their concluding observations. 
This note verbale has been sent to all States parties. 


	IMPLEMENTED
NOT IMPLEMENTED
PARTIALLY IMPLEMENTED
PARTIALLY IMPLEMENTED



6.
UPR/HRC

	Session number
	Recommendation
	Comments
	Status

	9
	Repeated its recommendation that the Secretariat routinely make available to the treaty bodies the compilations prepared by OHCHR for the universal periodic review mechanism, as well as the output of the reviews.

Reiterated the recommendations of previous meetings that human rights treaty bodies should consider further prioritizing concerns in their concluding observations so that these are appropriately reflected in the compilations that contain summaries of United Nations information, including treaty body information, and are prepared by OHCHR.

Repeated its recommendation that treaty bodies continue to refer to the pledges and commitments made by States parties in the context of universal periodic review during their dialogue with States parties and concluding observations.

Encouraged the universal periodic review mechanism to take into account the recommendations and views of treaty bodies
. Encouraged the Secretariat to prepare a compilation of how the output of treaty bodies has been used in the universal periodic review mechanism process and vice-versa.
	The Secretariat routinely makes available the compilations prepared by OHCHR, other UPR documents and the outcome of the review relating to the States parties whose reports are under consideration.
One of the themes of ICM 12 is the structure and length of concluding observations and the issue of prioritization of concerns will also be discussed. 
Some treaty bodies refer to the UPR pledges and commitments. 
A study has been prepared to that effect by the Secretariat. 


	IMPLEMENTED
NOT IMPLEMENTED
PARTIALLY IMPLEMENTED
IMPLEMENTED


	8
	Reiterated the conclusion of the twentieth meeting of chairpersons of human rights treaty bodies that there was a need to develop effective cooperation between the treaty bodies and the Human Rights Council and strengthen institutional links among them. Recommended that treaty bodies discuss this issue and make proposals that could be discussed at the ninth inter-committee meeting in June 2009. 

Recalled the conclusion of the twentieth meeting of chairpersons of human rights treaty bodies underlining the complementary and mutually reinforcing nature of the treaty body system and the universal periodic review mechanism of the Human Rights Council. Also emphasized the importance of a continuing dialogue on this matter, taking into account the fact that the universal periodic review mechanism is still at an early stage in its development.
	Most of the human rights treaty bodies have discussed the need to develop effective cooperation between the committees and the Human Rights Council. Two Rapporteurs appointed by the Human Rights Committee on the Committee’s relationship with the Council, in particular regarding UPR, presented a paper on this issue. Treaty body members have participated in a number of the thematic panels which have been convened in the context of the Human Rights Council.  These have included the one-day thematic debates on the rights of the child, the rights of persons with disabilities and the rights of women.
	PARTIALLY IMPLEMENTED


	7
	Took note of the proceedings of the first two sessions of the universal periodic review mechanism. Also commended the practice of certain treaty bodies of designating observers to follow the universal periodic review in the Council and suggested that that practice be extended to all treaty bodies.

In the light of the additional resources provided to the OHCHR for the universal periodic review process, the seventh inter-committee meeting recommended that OHCHR request additional financial resources, and ensure appropriate internal resource allocation, to service more efficiently the work of the treaty bodies, inter alia, as a result of the additional ratification of human rights instruments resulting from the universal periodic review, as well as the overall enhancement and development of the treaty body system. 
	See the above information.
In 2010, the ICM participants attended UPR meetings as observers.


	PARTIALLY IMPLEMENTED 

	3
	Reiterated the recommendation of the second inter-committee meeting that the Commission on Human Rights set aside appropriate time for an interactive dialogue with the chairpersons of human rights treaty bodies during its annual session.
	
	NOT IMPLEMENTED


7.
national human rights institutions

	Session number
	Recommendation
	Comments
	Status

	11
	Reiterated the recommendations of previous meetings that treaty bodies should continue their cooperation with national human rights institutions that conformed to the Principles relating to the Status of National Institutions for the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights (Paris Principles).
 Welcomed the recent Marrakech meeting, at which national human rights institutions from all four regions were represented and strengthening the relationship between the human rights treaty body system and national human rights institutions was discussed. In that regard, recommended enhanced cooperation with national human rights institutions in the process of strengthening and harmonizing the work of the human rights treaty bodies.
	All treaty bodies regularly invite NHRIs, through the National Institutions and Regional Mechanisms Section of OHCHR and, more recently, the Geneva-based representative of the International Coordinating Committee of National Institutions for the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights, to submit information and attend its sessions. See HRI/ICM/2011/4, at paras. 112-115.
Interaction with stakeholders, including NHRIs, is one of the themes that will be discussed at ICM 12.
	IMPLEMENTED

	9
	Encouraged continued dialogue with the bureau of the International Coordinating Committee of National Human Rights Institutions for the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights to enhance and strengthen the interaction between national human rights institutions and treaty bodies, in line with the current practice of certain treaty bodies.


	See the above information. In addition, representatives of the ICC bureau, including its Chair, have participated in a number of ICMs.
	IMPLEMENTED

	6
	Recommended that the conclusions of the round table on the role of national human rights institutions in the treaty reporting process, held in Berlin, in November 2006, should form a basis for the discussion on the matter in future harmonization meetings of the treaty bodies.
	These conclusions are made available and to some extent taken into account by the treaty bodies, see document HRI/MC/2007/3.   
	PARTIALLY IMPLEMENTED

	5
	Reiterated the recommendation of the fourth inter committee meeting that engagement with NHRIs should continue, in a manner that reflected their necessary independence from Governments.

Welcomed the intention of OHCHR to convene a round table of NHRIs and treaty body experts to discuss and develop further harmonized criteria for the participation of NHRIs in all treaty body sessions in order to enhance and strengthen interaction.
	See the above information.

Further to this recommendation, the International Roundtable of the Role of National Human Rights Institutions and Treaty Bodies was held in Berlin from 23-24 November 2006.
	IMPLEMENTED
IMPLEMENTED

	4
	Recommended that engagement with national human rights institutions should continue and requested the secretariat to arrange for further such institutions to attend future inter-committee meetings when appropriate items are on the agenda. Requested that OHCHR should consider holding a round table of national human rights institutions and treaty body experts to discuss cooperation on matters of mutual concern. 
Recommended that the fifth intercommittee meeting consider developing harmonized criteria for the participation of national human rights institutions in treaty body sessions in order to enhance the quality of information provided to the treaty bodies. Requested OHCHR to produce a comparative compilation of existing treaty body practice with regard to national institutions. 
	See the above information.
Such harmonized criteria have not been developed. 
	IMPLEMENTED
NOT IMPLEMENTED

	3
	Recommended that all committees strongly support the work of national human rights institutions and, where they did not exist, call on States to create them in accordance with the Paris Principles. Encouraged national human rights institutions to participate in treaty body sessions, including by providing input to the work of the pre-sessional working groups, while maintaining their independence. National human rights institutions were also encouraged to play a role in providing early warning of cases of human rights violations and in following up on treaty body recommendations.

Recommended that a number of NHRIs be invited to the next inter-committee meeting.
	See the above information. 

Representatives of a number of NHRIs were invited to attend ICM 4.
	PARTIALLY IMPLEMENTED
IMPLEMENTED

	2
	Emphasized the constructive role that national human rights institutions could play in the human rights reporting process, at both international and national levels. It encouraged all national human rights institutions established in accordance with the Paris Principles to contribute independently, where appropriate, to the reporting process under international human rights instruments and to monitor the government reports to international treaty bodies. Encouraged national human rights institutions to actively monitor the implementation of concluding observations/comments of treaty bodies at the national level
	See the above information.
	PARTIALLY IMPLEMENTED


8.
civil society, including non-governmental organizations

	Session number
	Recommendation
	Comments
	Status

	11
	Reiterated its previous recommendation that the Secretariat should continue to facilitate the participation of civil society in the work of the treaty bodies, including by establishing a userfriendly master calendar that would provide information well in advance on the timetable for all the treaty bodies and on deadlines for civil society contributions relating to all stages of the reporting cycle, including lists of issues, lists of issues prior to reporting, country reviews and follow-up procedures.

Considered the terminology of “shadow reports” in relation to submissions by civil society to be inappropriate and recommended that the treaty bodies should henceforth refer to such information as “alternative reports”.
	This master calendar is currently being developed by the Secretariat. At a moment, a basic calendar of meetings is available at the OHCHR website.
This recommendation has been taken into consideration and treaty body documents no longer refer to “shadow reports”. 
	PARTIALLY IMPLEMENTED (IN PROGRESS)
IMPLEMENTED


	9
	The Secretariat was encouraged to facilitate the participation of national NGOs from all countries, in particular from developing countries.

Noted with appreciation the suggestions presented to the meeting in a joint NGO submission and invited each treaty body to consider the suggestions of relevance to it. 

Reiterated recommendations of previous meetings that NGOs send information well in advance of treaty body sessions to allow committee members the opportunity to take those important submissions into account, including for the preparation of lists of issues, and to continue to disseminate the conclusions of the treaty bodies and report on their implementation.
 

Recommended that NGOs continue to explore possibilities for submitting joint reports, including through NGO networks and coalitions. Noted the diverse practices of treaty bodies with regard to the protection of the sources of information, including from possible reprisals. 

The Secretariat was also encouraged to further improve the simplicity and accessibility of the OHCHR website, including the web pages of each treaty body and, in particular, that of the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. 
Encouraged the treaty body secretariats that had not already done so to develop an information note on NGO participation in their respective treaty bodies.
	See detailed information on interaction with civil society representatives in HRI/ICM/2011/4, at paras. 116-129.
Copies of the joint NGO submission were made available to the various treaty bodies. 
Most NGOs send information at least two weeks in advance of the sessions.

In the case of several treaty bodies, coalitions are active in coordinating input.
This is work in progress.

Not all treaty body secretariats have developed such information note.
	PARTIALLY IMPLEMENTED
IMPLEMENTED
PARTIALLY IMPLEMENTED
PARTIALLY IMPLEMENTED
PARTIALLY IMPLEMENTED
PARTIALLY IMPLEMENTED

	7
	Underlined the value of broad NGO participation, including equitable geographical representation in the work of treaty bodies
. The secretariat was encouraged to facilitate the participation of national NGOs from all countries, and in particular from developing countries.
	Several treaty bodies have developed information notes on NGO participation which are posted on their websites prior to each session, including deadlines for submission of alternative reports. In addition, consideration is currently being given to the the possibility of webcasting, video conferencing etc. to facilitate the participation of grass roots NGOs in the work of the treaty bodies.  
	PARTIALLY IMPLEMENTED

	6
	Reiterated the recommendation of the two previous inter-committee meetings regarding the modalities of NGO participation in the monitoring activities of treaty bodies and recommended that the issue should be placed on the agenda of the seventh inter-committee meeting.
 
The Secretariat was encouraged to widely disseminate the OHCHR handbook for NGOs and to develop an easily accessible treaty body extranet site where NGO contributions could be posted continuously.

The Secretariat was invited to facilitate the participation of national NGOs from developing countries and to explore alternative means of facilitating such participation, including the possibility of video conferences.
	Modalities of NGO participation have not yet been developed by all treaty bodies. 
The possible use of modern technologies is currently being explored by OHCHR, including the issue of ensuring funding for such activities.
	NOT IMPLEMENTED
PARTIALLY IMPLEMENTED
PARTIALLY IMPLEMENTED


9.
ratification of the international human rights treaties

	Session number
	Recommendation
	Comments
	Status

	9
	Reiterated the recommendation of previous meetings that, in their constructive dialogue with States parties and in their concluding observations, all the treaty bodies should actively promote ratification of the other international human rights treaties, consistent with their working practice, in particular the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families, the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the involvement of children in armed conflict, the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography, the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance, the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, and the Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights

	This is not done systematically by all treaty bodies.

	PARTIALLY IMPLEMENTED 


10.
statistical information relating to human rights/indicators

	Session number
	Recommendation
	Comments
	Status

	11
	Welcomed the update received on the work of OHCHR on indicators and requested the Secretariat to keep the meeting informed of further developments.
	The 12th ICM will be briefed on further developments in respect of the work of OHCHR on indicators. 
	IMPLEMENTED

	9
	Welcomed the preparation of the user manual and related web tools to help operationalize and disseminate the lists of illustrative indicators outlined in HRI/MC/2008/3. In developing the resource materials, the ninth inter-committee meeting recommended that the Secretariat further consult States parties, treaty bodies, United Nations entities and other stakeholders at the country level in relation to reporting and follow-up to concluding observations. The Secretariat is requested to brief all treaty bodies periodically on this work, in particular on the development of the user manual and activities undertaken at country level.
	The Secretariat has continued to consult relevant stakeholders at the country level and has met with (all) treaty bodies individually to brief them. 
	IMPLEMENTED

	7
	Welcomed the report submitted by the Secretariat in pursuance of the recommendations of the fifth and sixth inter‑committee meetings regarding the use of statistical information in monitoring the implementation of human rights (HRI/MC/2008/3). Encouraged the Secretariat to take the work forward, including through further validation at the country level, at the level of specific treaty bodies and by developing appropriate resource materials and tools to operationalize and disseminate its work. In undertaking that task in collaboration with relevant United Nations entities and other institutions, such as national human rights institutions, the Secretariat should bear in mind the need to contextualize further the adopted framework for identifying indicators and statistical information in accordance with the requirements of different treaty bodies. The Secretariat was requested to brief all treaty bodies periodically, especially those that had not yet been briefed, as well as to consult with them and, in its next report to the inter-committee meeting in 2009, to present a timeline for the completion of a full set of indicators.
	See the information above.
	IMPLEMENTED

	6
	Welcomed the report on the follow-up to the recommendations of the fifth inter-committee meeting regarding the work on statistical information for use by the treaty bodies (A/61/385, annex, para. 55). It encouraged the Secretariat to take that work forward and continue the validation of the indicators, and looked forward to the report on those activities to the seventh inter-committee meeting, in 2008. Furthermore, it requested the Secretariat to brief each of the treaty bodies on the progress of that work prior to the next inter-committee meeting.
	See the information above.
	IMPLEMENTED

	5
	Highly appreciated the background paper outlining an approach for the use of statistical information in the work of the treaty bodies (HRI/MC/2006/7). It requested the Secretariat to undertake validation, including through piloting by the relevant committees, of the indicators and develop further lists of indicators, where appropriate in collaboration with United Nations entities. It called on the Secretariat to submit a report on those activities to the seventh inter-committee meeting in 2008 and to provide information, including expert advice, on the progress achieved to each of the treaty bodies during 2006 and 2007.
	See the information above.
	IMPLEMENTED


11.
treaty body reform


	Session number
	Recommendation
	Comments
	Status

	6
	Noted with appreciation that the Secretariat had compiled a report containing a wide range of views relating to the reform of the treaty body system expressed by treaty bodies, States parties, United Nations entities, non-governmental organizations, national human rights institutions and other stakeholders.

Recommended that the Secretariat should continue to organize, in appropriate forums, consultations among the treaty bodies, States parties, the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, United Nations entities, nongovernmental organizations, national human rights institutions and other stakeholders to discuss all proposals in the context of treaty body reform.
	A compilation of views on the question of the reform was prepared by the Secretariat The document was made available through the OHCHR website. In addition, a webpage on treaty body strengthening has recently been set up that includes recent submissions from various stakeholders as well as links to previous proposals. 

Various consultations were organized at the time and OHCHR launched a five-week online-dialogue which took place from 1 November to 6 December 2005.
	IMPLEMENTED
PARTIALLY IMPLEMENTED


	5
	Took note of the concept paper, including the High Commissioner’s proposal for a unified standing treaty body (HRI/MC/2006/2). Many members of the inter-committee meeting expressed concern with respect to this proposal, but the inter committee meeting acknowledged that the paper contained very useful measures that could be discussed by the treaty bodies. 
The inter-committee meeting requested the Secretariat to continue to organize, in appropriate forums, consultations among the treaty bodies, States parties, OHCHR, United Nations entities, NGOs, NHRIs and other stakeholders to discuss all proposals, including those put forward by CRC and CEDAW. 

Recommended that the Secretariat compile a report containing the views expressed by treaty bodies, States parties, United Nations entities, NGOs, NHRIs and other stakeholders and the outputs from earlier meetings and brainstorming events on the High Commissioner’s proposal and to make it available before the brainstorming meeting on treaty body reform to be held in Liechtenstein in July 2006.

Took note of a proposal by CERD, supported by several participants, to create a single body to consider individual communications under all human rights treaties. It recommended that the proposal be elaborated and presented for the consideration of the brainstorming meeting in Liechtenstein.
	See the above information. 

The reform proposals of the High Commissioner were also amongst the topics discussed at a conference entitled “How to advance the Human Rights Agenda” from 20 to 22 January 2006 at Wilton Park, United Kingdom. In addition, the proposals were the specific focus of an expert workshop held on 11 and 12 February 2006 at the Nottingham Human Rights Law Centre.
See the information above.

A brainstorming meeting on reform of the human rights treaty bodies was organized jointly by OHCHR and the Government of Liechtenstein in Triesenberg, Liechtenstein, from 14 to 16 July 2006. The meeting, informally referred to as “Malbun II”, was attended by members of the treaty bodies, representatives of States, United Nations entities, NHRIs and NGOs. A summary of views expressed at the meeting, including in relation to CERD’s proposal to create a single body to consider individual complaints under all treaties, was circulated as a document of the General Assembly on 18 September 2006 (A/61/351, annex). 
	IMPLEMENTED

IMPLEMENTED



12.
liaison with specialised agencies, united nations funds and programmes, special procedures


	Session number
	Recommendation
	Comments
	Status

	11
	Cooperation with special procedures mandate holders

The eleventh inter-committee meeting and the participants of the seventeenth annual meeting of special procedures mandate holders agreed on the following draft points of agreement to be transmitted to the twenty-second meeting of the chairs:
Strategic information-sharing on priority issues

Recommended a more systematic approach to the follow-up of respective recommendations by special procedures and treaty bodies, in particular by systematically sharing their respective priority issues in relation to country and thematic situations.
	To the whole, see HRI/ICM/2011/4, paras. 107-111.
This matter will be further discussed at the joint meeting of the seventeenth meeting of special rapporteurs/ representatives, experts and chairpersons of working groups of the special procedures with chairpersons and members of treaty bodies. See the document prepared by the Secretariat to this effect: HRI/ICM/2011/CRP.1. 
	PARTIALLY IMPLEMENTED

	11
	Systematic cross-referencing and the nature of recommendations

Recommended more systematic crossreferencing and reinforcement of the recommendations of special procedures and treaty bodies. Specifically, the recommendations of special procedures and invitations for country visits could be taken into account and referred to in the concluding observations of treaty bodies. Similarly, reference to and follow-up to the recommendations and decisions of treaty bodies should be reinforced by mandate holders in their reports and country visits.

In that respect, it was emphasized that recommendations should be specific, measurable, achievable, realistic and time bound in order to enable enhanced follow-up.
	Ibid 


	PARTIALLY IMPLEMENTED

	11
	Joint meetings and briefings

Recommended regular interaction of the rapporteurs of the treaty bodies with special procedures mandate holders during annual meetings or other occasions. Specifically, it was recommended that a joint meeting of the inter-committee meeting working group on follow-up and the special procedures should be held in January 2011 in order to explore ways and means of strengthening a coordinated approach to follow-up. It was also recommended that, when relevant, country-specific or thematic mandate holders should brief treaty bodies in the context of country reviews.
	Ibid

Further to this recommendation, the Chair of the Coordinating Committee met with the working group on follow-up in January 2011 


	PARTIALLY IMPLEMENTED

	11
	Joint action

Recommended that joint letters between treaty bodies and relevant mandate holders should be sent to the Governments concerned, calling for treaty ratification or other action (as exemplified in the joint letter to Qatar from the Chair of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women and the Special Rapporteur on violence against women).

Recommended that joint action for follow-up to recommendations should target both local and global actors in order to have greater impact. Such activities could include the translation of recommendations into local languages, round-table discussions with local actors and engagement with the media, United Nations country teams and OHCHR field offices.
	This matter will be further discussed at the joint meeting of the seventeenth meeting of special rapporteurs/ representatives, experts and chairpersons of working groups of the special procedures with chairpersons and members of treaty bodies. See the document prepared by the Secretariat to this effect: HRI/ICM/2011/CRP.1.
	PARTIALLY IMPLEMENTED

	11
	Responsibility for follow-up to recommendations

Underlined the responsibility of political organs, including the Human Rights Council and the General Assembly, to follow up with States on recommendations by the special procedures and treaty bodies. It was suggested that the special procedures should recall that responsibility in any contributions to be made to the forthcoming Human Rights Council review.
	The follow-up in respect of implementation of this recommendation is under the responsibility of the Special Procedures Branch. 
	

	11
	Information management

Recommended that the collective information produced by the treaty bodies and special procedures should be more available and accessible to all in order to better reflect the United Nations human rights system as a whole. Proposals to that end included regular updates and newsletters on the outputs and activities of treaty bodies and special procedures and a greater use of the Universal Human Rights Index.

Requested the Secretariat to prepare a compilation of good practices of cooperation between treaty bodies and special procedures.
	Ibid
There has been quite a lot of progress made in response to this recommendation, including the weekly updates of HRTD and the regular newsletters. 

See the document prepared by the Secretariat to this effect, HRI/ICM/2011/CRP.1. 
	PARTIALLY IMPLEMENTED
IMPLEMENTED

	6
	Reiterated its recommendation that the Secretariat should organize a meeting in 2008 with representatives of the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, United Nations specialized agencies, funds and programmes and treaty body members to further discuss modalities for enhanced cooperation and interaction with regard to treaty reporting and follow-up processes.

Reiterated previous recommendations that all treaty bodies should establish a mechanism of rapporteurs or focal points to enhance cooperation and facilitate more effective interaction on country-specific and thematic issues and follow up with the United Nations specialized agencies.

	 

According to HRI/MC/2007/6, most treaty bodies have now appointed rapporteurs or focal points to facilitate such interaction.
	NOT IMPLEMENTED
PARTIALLY IMPLEMENTED


	5
	Acknowledged the important contribution of United Nations entities to the monitoring and other activities of the treaty bodies and recommended that those entities strengthen their cooperation with the treaty bodies by allocating necessary human and financial resources to that end.
	The implementation of this recommendation is under the responsibility of the respective United Nations entities.
	

	3
	In particular, the committees should encourage United Nations bodies to provide country-specific input relating to the human rights situation in the State party under consideration.

Recommended that funds be made available to support the interaction of special procedures mandate holders with the treaty bodies, including through attendance at sessions of treaty bodies.
	See HRI/ICM/2011/4, paras. 98-106. Most treaty bodies have adopted modalities for interaction with specialized agencies and other bodies of the United Nations. 

The question of effective interaction with specialized agencies was also addressed at a seminar on recommendations of UN expert bodies held in Geneva from 9 to 10 November 2006, pursuant to a recommendation of the seventeenth chairpersons meeting.
 This seminar addressed in particular the question of how technical guidance from specialized agencies, funds and programmes could help in the formulation of more concrete recommendations on the part of the treaty bodies, and in improving the implementation of concluding observations at the national level. Participants included representatives from the seven human rights treaty bodies, members of the Board of Trustees of the United Nations Voluntary Fund for Technical Cooperation (UNVFTC), representatives of OHCHR field presences and representatives of specialized agencies, funds and programmes.
The implementation of this recommendation is under the responsibility of the Special Procedures Branch. 
	PARTIALLY IMPLEMENTED

	2
	Emphasized that the State party report formed the basis for the consideration of the implementation of human rights instruments in that State party. Additional information from non-State sources was nevertheless useful for enhancing the treaty bodies’ understanding of the situation within a country, and the meeting welcomed the additional information which was often provided by other human rights mechanisms, OHCHR, the Division for the Advancement of Women, United Nations entities and NGOs. 
Encouraged greater engagement by specialized agencies and funds and programmes of the United Nations in the reporting process at both the national and the international level. Recommended that the secretariat should systematically summarize country-specific information in order to facilitate the work of experts, and that such a summary should consistently include relevant information from other treaty bodies, special procedures of the Commission on Human Rights and other human rights mechanisms. Where appropriate, and in accordance with the decision of each committee, information from specialized agencies and United Nations programmes, regional or intergovernmental organizations, including the World Bank and other international financial institutions, national and international NGOs and national human rights institutions should also be included.
	Other sources of information are systematically made available to the treaty bodies. 
The Secretariat prepares a country brief with the status of ratification and reporting as well as extracts of relevant treaty bodies’ and special procedures’ recommendations. The OHCHR UPR compilations are systematically provided to the treaty bodies. 
	IMPLEMENTED
PARTIALLY IMPLEMENTED


13. other  
13.1 INDEPENDENCE OF EXPERTS

	Session number
	Recommendation
	Comments
	Status

	9
	Reiterated the solemn statement made by the eighth meeting of persons chairing the human rights treaty bodies (see A/52/507, paras. 67-68) in 1997 about the necessity to safeguard the independence of treaty body experts.

	The issue of eligibility and independence of treaty body members will be discussed by the 23rd meeting of chairpersons. See the background note prepared by the Secretariat to that effect. 
	


13.2 UNITED NATIONS STUDY ON VIOLENCE AGAINST CHILDREN

	Session number
	Recommendation
	Comments
	Status

	7
	Highlighted the important role played by all human rights treaty bodies in promoting the implementation of the recommendations of the United Nations Study on Violence against Children and addressing violence-related issues through their work. The inter-committee meeting further acknowledged the need for a thorough exchange between the treaty bodies on the different approaches to violence against children and for more focused attention on prevention of violence.
	A number of committees address violence-related issues, including violence against women and children, through their work.   
	PARTIALLY IMPLEMENTED


13.3 BUSINESS AND HUMAN RIGHTS

	Session number
	Recommendation
	Comments 
	Status

	7
	Following the interest expressed by participants during the sixth inter-committee meeting in continuing to engage with the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on human rights and transnational corporations and other business enterprises, the seventh inter-committee meeting recommended that treaty bodies encourage NGOs and national human rights institutions to provide them with information on human rights abuses perpetrated by transnational corporations and other business enterprises.
	Some treaty bodies address this issue. CRC has recently set up a thematic group working on a general comment on business and child rights.
	PARTIALLY IMPLEMENTED


� This table has been prepared following the request of the eleventh inter-committee meeting (A/65/190, annex II, 48(d)). It includes recommendations addressed to the treaty bodies and the Secretariat and should be read in conjunction with the comparative report on treaty body working methods, HRI/ICM/2011/4.


� See similar recommendation from ICM 10.


� Ibid. 


� Visits refers to the visits undertaken by the Subcommittee on Prevention of Torture as provided for by the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture and other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment.


� See similar recommendation from ICM6 and ICM 5.


� See similar recommendation from ICM 4.


� Similar recommendation at ICM 7.	


� Ibid.


� Similar recommendation(s) at ICM 8 and 7. 


� The recommendation with regard to the update of the comparative report on working methods was repeated at ICM 4. 





� Similar recommendation at ICM 9, 8, 7, 5, 4, 3 and 2.  


� Similar recommendation at ICM 8 and 7. 


� Similar recommendation at ICM 7.


� Similar recommendation at ICM 7.


� Similar recommendation at ICM 9, 8 and 7. 





� A similar recommendation was repeated at ICM 3. 


� Similar recommendation at ICM 8.


� Ibid.


� Similar recommendation at ICM 8 and 7.


� Similar recommendation at ICM 8


� Similar recommendation at ICM 8 and 7.


� Similar recommendation at ICM 7, 6 and 5.


� General Assembly resolution 48/134, annex. Similar recommendation at ICM 9. 


� Similar recommendation at ICM 7 and 6. 


� Similar recommendation at ICM 9 and 6.


� Similar recommendation at ICM 8, 7, 6. 5, 4 and 1.


� Similar recommendation at ICM 6.


� Similar recommendation at ICM 5 and 4.


� Similar recommendations at ICM 7, 6 and 4.


� Similar recommendation at ICM 5 and 4.


�.Similar recommendation at ICM 5, 4, 3 and 2.


�  A/60/278, Recommendation (e).


� Similar recommendation at ICM 7.
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