Statement on activities undertaken
between the 71st and 72nd sessions of the
Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women
Ms. Dalia Leinarte, Chairperson
Seventy-second session

18 February 2019
Dear colleagues,
Distinguished representatives,
Ladies and gentlemen,
I would like to join the Chief of the Groups in Focus Section, Human Rights Treaties Branch, Mr. Nowosad, in welcoming you and, in particular, the newly elected members to the 72nd  session of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women.
Dear colleagues
Since our last session, the number of States parties having ratified or acceded to the Convention has remained at 189. The number of States parties having accepted the amendment to article 20, paragraph 1, of the Convention concerning the Committee’s meeting time has increased from 74 to 77 after Samoa, Montenegro and Oman recently accepted the amendment. A total of 126 States parties to the Convention are currently required to accept the amendment in order to bring it into force, in accordance with its provisions. The number of States parties to the Optional Protocol has remained at 109.

I am also pleased to inform you that three States parties have submitted their periodic reports since the beginning of our last session, namely Afghanistan, Latvia, Kiribati, Moldova, and Zimbabwe. I also wish to inform you that, since our last session, we have received new requests from Spain and Qatar to avail themselves of the simplified reporting procedure. Both have submitted common core documents that are less than 5 years old.
Please let me now introduce my intersessional participation in events related to the implementation of women’s rights.
On 10 and 11 December 2018, I attended a workshop on the Simplified Reporting Procedure, organized by the Geneva Academy, which brought together treaty body members and it focused on sharing experiences regarding the simplified reporting procedure. The workshop sought to identify good practices, and possible elements of a common aligned procedure for the simplified reporting procedure to inform the discussions of the Chairs at their next annual meeting in 2019. 
On 12 and 13 December 2018, I attended a workshop in Geneva on reprisals and intimidation. The workshop was jointly organized by the International Service for Human Rights and OHCHR. It brought together a number of treaty body members, including focal points/rapporteurs on reprisals, human rights defenders that have suffered from intimidation and reprisals for cooperation with treaty bodies. The main objectives were to facilitate discussion and increase awareness of scope and impact of the issue, share experiences, discuss coordination within the UN system and with other partners, and identify good practices and elements of a common approach for treaty bodies to address and prevent reprisals.

On 14 December 2018, I attended an Expert Group Meeting on the Draft General Recommendation on Trafficking in Women and Girls in the Context of Global Migration, which brought together Geneva-based UN entities. On 5 December 2018, I briefed the Council of Europe in Strasbourg on CEDAW at the invitation of the Gender Equality Division of the Council of Europe. On 25 and 26 January 2019, I participated in a global workshop on trafficking in women and girls organized by the IWRAW-Asia Pacific in Bangkok. On 4 and 5 February 2019, I attended a conference in Madrid on “Centering women and girls in ending human trafficking and sexual exploitation” organized by the Coalition Against Trafficking in Women.

Dear colleagues,

As you are aware, we will shortly be formally inducting new members to the Committee and in this regard, on behalf of the entire Committee, I would like to extend a very warm welcome to Ms. Hiroko AKIZUKI; Ms. Tamader AL-RAMMAH; Ms. Ana PELAEZ NARVAEZ; Ms. Rhoda REDDOCK; Mr. Elgun SAFAROV; Ms. Genoveva TISHEVA; and Ms. Franceline TOE BOUDA.
Following the induction of the new members, we will also elect a new Chairperson of the Committee as well as three Vice-Chairpersons and a Rapporteur.
I, therefore, take this opportunity to once again thank you all for your support and that of the Secretariat during my tenure. It has been a great privilege and most rewarding experience for me to serve as the Committee’s Chair for the past two years. During this period, we adopted 3 General Recommendations: on gender-based violence against women; on education; and on gender-related dimensions of disaster risk reduction in the context of climate change. We have also begun the elaboration of a new General Recommendation on trafficking in women and girls in the context of global migration. We have also been able to revise our reporting guidelines in order to integrate targets and indicators on the SDGs. I am happy that during my tenure we took initiatives to expand and intensify our cooperation with various UN entities growing beyond UN Women, to include WHO, FAO, the World Bank, Special Rapporteur mandate holders and the Special Representative of the Secretary General on sexual violence in conflict with whom we signed a framework of cooperation. 

I have been very proud that the Committee and its individual members have played active roles as experts on women’s rights and gender equality in these processes. My participation in the Commission on the Status of Women, the Third Committee of the General Assembly and the Chairpersons meeting was an empowering experience from which I have learned a lot. Equally, I am proud of the Committee’s active role in addressing reprisals against those who cooperate with us after we endorsed the San José Guidelines against intimidation or reprisals. I am convinced that the new Chair will ably represent the Committee’s values and positions as an expert body on women’s rights and gender equality; and hopefully I will be able to draw on the knowledge and experience that I was able to obtain as a Chair to contribute to the work of the Committee over the coming two years.
I know that several other members have been involved in CEDAW-related activities since our last session, such as conferences, workshops and seminars. I would now be delighted to hear from Committee members who have participated in meetings and events of relevance to the promotion and protection of women’s rights. I would also kindly ask those Committee members who participated in such events to please fill in the table on inter-sessional activities that will be distributed by the Secretariat.

Lastly, I would like to announce that all our public meetings will be webcast on the UN website http://webtv.un.org/meetings-events/. I therefore take this opportunity to extend a warm welcome to all those who will be online observers during this session.

In concluding, I wish all of us success for our work during this session.

Thank you for your attention.

__________________
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