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Introduction: 

The China Social Welfare Foundation (hereinafter referred to as the Foundation) was established in 2005 as a national public-raising foundation. The philosophy of the Foundation is "People-oriented, Conduct philanthropic programs, Improve people's wellbeing, and Serve social welfare undertakings". Under the guidance of the concept of "Rooted in the people and working together with partners", the Foundation continues to carry out public welfare programs and activities in support of orphans, the disabled, the needy students, as well as poverty relief, elderly care, serious illness relief, community development, disaster relief, industry support, public welfare culture communication, and is committed to improving the social welfare level of the groups in social difficulties.

NGO report on implementation of the Convention in China submitted by CSWF to the United Nations Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights

1. We are very concerned about the review of China's third Implementation Report by the UN Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights in February 2023. We believe that over the years, China has made great efforts to ensure people's livelihood and enhance people's well-being, and has achieved remarkable results, but however, there is still room for further improvement.

2. We notice that the Chinese government has made unprecedented efforts in recent years to fight poverty, taking poverty-stricken areas as key areas for poverty alleviation, focusing on severely impoverished areas and special impoverished groups to optimize policy services. By the end of 2020, the rural poor under the current standard was completely lifted out of poverty, and the overall regional poverty problem was solved, making a significant contribution to the cause of poverty alleviation in the world. All rural poor people have been lifted out of poverty, from 2013 to 2020, the number of rural poor people has decreased by 98.99 million, with an average annual poverty reduction of 12.37 million, and the incidence of poverty had decreased by 1.3 percentage points. Meanwhile, the income of rural residents in poverty-stricken areas continued to grow rapidly. In 2020, the per capita disposable income of rural residents in poverty-stricken areas reached 12,588 RMB Yuan, with an average annual growth rate of 11.6 percent from 2013 to 2020, 2.3 percentage points faster than the average annual growth rate of rural residents nationwide. The rural infrastructure in poverty-stricken areas has been significantly improved, the coverage of "Four supplies (water, electricity, access and communications) available area" has been continuously expanded, social programs have made considerable progress, cultural, educational and health resources have been gradually enriched, the people have adequate food and clothing, problems of schooling, medical treatment, housing, water supply, transportation, electricity and communication have been solved.

3. We notice that China has made a series of achievements in social security. The average life expectancy increased to 78.2 years from 2013 to 2022. The per capita disposable income of residents increased from 16,500 RMB Yuan to 35,100 RMB Yuan. More than 13 million new urban jobs have been created annually. Basic endowment insurance has covered 1.04 billion people, and the coverage rate of basic medical insurance is stable at 95%. More than 42 million houses in shantytowns and more than 24 million dilapidated houses in rural areas have been renovated or rebuilt, and the housing conditions of urban and rural residents have been significantly improved. The number of Internet users reached 1.03 billion. 

4. It is found that China has taken a series of major measures to strengthen social assistance programs and has continuously improved social assistance policies and measures. Since 2020, the documents such as Opinions on Reforming and Perfecting the Social Assistance System and the Notice on Further Improving the Minimum Living Security and Other Social Assistance Programs have been issued, making social assistance more inclusive, accurate and precise targeted. For instance, improved the system design, expanded the scope of assistance, formed a hierarchical and stratified social assistance system, and changed from solving "survival poverty" to "living poverty"; promoted the fairness of rights, opportunities and rules for urban and rural people in need of social assistance, continuously narrowed the gap between urban and rural subsistence allowances from 1.7:1 in 2015 to 1.32:1; focusing on special groups such as the elderly, the weak, the sick and the disabled, provided them with priority assistance to reflect the aid preference; enriched the contents of social assistance, provided care, nursing, psychological counseling and other similar assistance to needy people through government purchase of services, and shifted from cash assistance to "cash + material + service"; implemented emergency assistance with small amount in advance, highlighting the function of emergency relief. Established an cross-ministerial joint meeting system for social assistance, and strengthened the coordination of relief resources through the coordination mechanism for the basic living security of the needy. Up to now, a total of 40.177 million people have been covered by subsistence allowances within the country, the average standard of the subsistence allowance in urban and rural areas reached 734 RMB Yuan and 554 RMB Yuan per person per month, with an increase of 122.4% and 222.1% respectively compared with the end of 2012. A total of 63 million low-income people, including those eligible for subsistence allowances, have been monitored for risks of poverty and difficulty, ensuring the timely adoption of relevant social assistance measures once risks are discovered. 

5. We notice that China has continued to promote and improve social welfare work for the elderly, children and the disabled. Established and improved systems of old-age allowance and old-age service subsidy for the elderly with financial difficulties, and disability care subsidy for the elderly, covering all provincial-level areas and benefiting 39.947 million elderly people. Strengthened basic guarantee for the elderly in financial difficulties, and timely included the eligible elderly people in rural areas with disabilities and other difficulties in the coverage of minimum living allowances. Since 2012, 14.2 million elderly people have been covered in urban and rural subsistence allowances, gradually raising basic living allowance standards for orphans. Up to now, 159,000 orphans have been raised nationwide, and the average monthly guarantee standards for centralized and decentralized support of orphans have reached 1,792.8 RMB Yuan and 1,351.1 RMB Yuan per person per month, respectively, with an increase of 79.2% and 125.2% compared with 2012, launched the Medical Rehabilitation Program for orphans, benefiting nearly 223,000 disabled orphans. And the implementation of the "Welfare Lottery helps You Realize Dreams - Orphan Education Aid Program" has helped more than 80,400 people realize their college dreams. Focusing on improving the quality of orphanage, formulated and implemented the Management Measures for Child Welfare Institutions, and promoted the high-quality development of child welfare institutions through optimization, upgrading, innovation and transformation. Actively explored and expanded the scope of protection, covering 351,000 factual unaccompanied children into the system protection, including rural left-behind children and children in distress into the child care service system. Promoted the establishment of a comprehensive system of living allowances for disabled people with difficulties and nursing allowances for severely disabled people, and established a nationwide dynamic adjustment mechanism for the subsidy standard, realized the "cross-provincial" and "whole-process online" procedures. So far, the two subsidies have benefited 11.812 million disabled people with difficulties and 15.322 million severely disabled people respectively. China also accelerated the development of the rehabilitation assistive device industry, and carried out pilot programs for comprehensive innovation in the national rehabilitation assistive device industry and pilot programs for community rental services.  

6. We notice that China has provided a series of policy supports to promote the development of philanthropy. Since 2016, a series of supporting policy documents have been issued, including the Charity Law of the People's Republic of China, the Measures for the Identification of Charitable Organizations, the Measures for the Administration of Public Fundraising of Charitable Organizations, the Measures for Information Disclosure of Charity Organizations, the Measures for the Administration of Charitable Trusts, and the Interim Measures for the Administration of Investment Activities of Charitable Organizations in Maintaining and Increasing Value. Systematically regulated the charitable activities of the whole society to protect the legitimate rights and interests of charitable organizations, donors, volunteers, beneficiaries and other participants in charitable activities, and promote social progress. Actively supported social organizations to participate in rural revitalization. Established platforms for social organizations to participate in rural revitalization through special campaign for social organizations to help rural revitalization. Encouraged social entities to participate in platform construction and strengthen sharing and cooperation on the basis of strengthening network security and make full use of information technology to improve the accessibility and convenience of platform services through government purchase of services and other means. Facilitated and promoted the accurate and effective alignment between the social organization rural revitalization resources supply and the demand of poverty-stricken areas by means of organizing regular projects, public welfare fairs, on-site investigation and research, charitable exhibitions and similar activities. Coordinated the participation of social organizations in the construction and sharing of the rural revitalization project database, promoted resources, programs and talents to the grassroots, less-developed areas and people in need, and promoted the optimization and upgrading of accurate assistance. At the same time, put forward various measures in the field of child welfare, elderly care services and community services to support social organizations to actively provide social services and public services.  

7. We appreciate the efforts made by the Chinese Government, these efforts have ensured that the Chinese people have more substantial, more secure and more sustainable sense of fulfillment, happiness and security. However, we also notice that China still faces some practical difficulties and challenges.

8. We suggest to continuously optimize the social security system, further improve the construction of a unified public service platform across the country, so as to facilitate the standardization of basic public services of social insurance, further promote the supplementary social security system such as occupational pension, enterprise pension, commercial insurance, and personal pension system, improve and perfect the value-preservation and value-adding of social security fund and safety supervision system, and constantly enhance the sustainability of social security funds, moreover, to ensure the long-term and stable operation of the social security system to address the rapid aging of the population.

9. We suggest to further increase support for charitable organizations and charities, continue to improve relevant laws and regulations, optimize taxation support policies for donors, promote information sharing, and guide charitable organizations to play a greater role in social development and governance.

10. We understand that China is at a new stage of development and faces many difficulties and challenges. However, we still hope that the government can take more positive measures to constantly realize the aspirations of the people for a better life.

