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Introduction

This report is submitted by 128 human rights and civil society organizations in the Republic of Korea (“the ROK”) ahead of the adoption of the List of Issues for the review of ROK’s fifth periodic report at the 78th session of the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (“the Committee”).

The report outlines key concerns regarding the implementation of the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (“the Covenant”) in the ROK since the Committee’s consideration of the fourth periodic report in 2017. We request that the Committee include the following priority issues in its List of Issues for in-depth review of the State party’s periodic report.

Many of the Committee’s recommendations from the previous concluding observations remain unimplemented, and the overall situation concerning economic, social, and cultural rights in Korea has deteriorated under the Yoon Suk-yeol administration, which took office in May 2022. This deterioration culminated in the unprecedented declaration of martial law on December 3, 2024.

The Yoon administration denied the existence of structural gender inequality, dismantled the Ministry of Gender Equality and Family, and implemented tax cuts that favored high-income earners, resulting in a 15% decline in national tax revenue and a significant reduction in welfare budgets. As a result, the income gap between the top 10% and the bottom 10% of earners expanded to over KRW 200 million (USD 145,377.32)[footnoteRef:1], deepening social polarization. The independence of the National Human Rights Commission of Korea has been severely undermined through politically motivated appointments. Furthermore, the government suppressed trade unions by filing SLAPP suits and seeking provisional seizures to restrict the right to strike, despite having ratified ILO Conventions No. 87 and No. 98, which protect the rights to freedom of association and collective bargaining. [1:  KRW-USD exchange rate in this report is based on the rate of 1,375.70 on 2 June 2025.] 


The ROK continues to rank among the lowest in the OECD on key social rights indicators: a gender wage gap of 29.3%, an elderly poverty rate of 40.4%, and the highest suicide and occupational fatality rates among OECD countries. Comprehensive anti-discrimination legislation has still not been enacted, leaving LGBTQ+ persons, migrants, and other minorities without legal protection.

Public healthcare has become increasingly undermined. Non-regular workers make up 41.7% of the workforce. Over 30,000 households have fallen victim to housing fraud, exacerbating the housing crisis. Despite concerns raised by civil society, the government has pushed forward with AI-based textbooks and continued blacklisting of artists, signaling regression in the rights to education and culture.

This report highlights the following critical issues under each provision of the Covenant:

General Obligations (art. 2(1)): Exclusion of civil society from the National Action Plan on the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights (NAP) process; violations of social rights through martial law; limited access to remedies; welfare budget cuts under regressive tax and austerity policies; erosion of NHRCK independence; refusal to legislate corporate human rights due diligence.

Non-discrimination (art. 2(2)): Delayed enactment of anti-discrimination law; persistent discrimination against LGBTIQ+ persons; exclusion of migrants and refugees from social security; institutionalization of persons with disabilities; criminalization of homelessness and structural discrimination.

Gender Equality (art. 3): Disempowerment of the Ministry of Gender Equality; retraction of efforts to adopt a non-consensual rape law; ideological scrutiny of feminists in the workplace; the highest gender wage gap among OECD countries (29.3%); career interruptions and political underrepresentation of women.

Labor Rights (arts. 6–8): Abolition of public sector jobs for persons with disabilities; lack of public job creation; insufficient just transition for climate change; precarious employment among non-regular workers (41.7%); absence of protections for platform workers; forced labor of migrant workers; labor law exclusions; discriminatory minimum wage application; highest occupational fatality rate in the OECD; restrictions on the right to strike and unionize.

Social Security (art. 9): Low basic livelihood support coverage (5.3%) relative to a poverty rate of 14.9%; insufficient pension system with large coverage gaps; low health insurance coverage rate (64.9%); lack of state responsibility in care provision; absence of sickness benefits; large gaps in unemployment insurance.

Family and Children (art. 10): Highest elderly poverty and suicide rates in the OECD; declining detection of child abuse and inadequate protection systems; delay in legislating universal birth registration; lack of rights protection for undocumented migrant children; continued family tragedies involving persons with developmental disabilities.

Right to Housing (art. 11): Widespread housing fraud; absence of safeguards against forced evictions; livelihood insecurity caused by the deployment of special judicial police against street vendors.

Right to Health (art. 12): Cuts in public health budgets and push for privatization; highest suicide rate among OECD countries; rollback of sexual and reproductive health rights; limited access to healthcare for marginalized groups; health risks linked to Fukushima wastewater discharge.

Right to Education (arts. 13–14): Repeal of student human rights ordinances; deaths of vocational training students due to lack of quality education; forced implementation of AI-based textbooks despite civil society opposition; worsening educational inequality due to soaring private education costs (KRW 474,000 or USD 344.49 per month on average).

Rights to Culture and Scientific Progress (art. 15): Rising xenophobia and lack of cultural diversity policies; continued blacklisting of cultural artists; insufficient protection of cultural heritage linked to grave human rights violations; unchecked algorithmic bias and market abuse by Big Tech platforms.

This report presents detailed facts concerning the deterioration of social rights since the consideration of the previous periodic report, as well as a proposed list of issues for review under each article of the Covenant. We strongly urge the Committee to include these key concerns in its List of Issues for the 78th session, to ensure a thorough and systematic review of the ROK’s implementation of the Covenant.

We hope the Committee’s thorough review will compel the ROK to fulfill its obligations under the Covenant and lead to effective and binding measures that secure the dignity and fundamental rights of all people.

37. [bookmark: _heading=h.shg3k0yyc7ys][bookmark: _Toc201946059]Older persons (art. 10) 
Older persons in South Korea suffer one of the highest rates of poverty in the OECD, loss of income and social role due to early retirement, shrinking social relationships, loneliness and marginalization, increasing suicide rates, and widespread ageism that exacerbates the loss of dignity, abuse, and discrimination. In addition, the prevailing perception that human rights of the elderly can be guaranteed through social welfare systems and services has led to a relative neglect of the broader issue of human rights beyond social welfare. The existing Elderly Welfare Act also lacks an overall understanding of elderly human rights violations as it limits the protection of elderly human rights to elder abuse. It is necessary to integrate, unify, and complement domestic laws and regulations regarding human rights of the elderly to fully realize the elderly’s human dignity, pursuit of values, and freedom stipulated in the Constitution and transition to a sustainable aging society. In particular, it is necessary to enact laws related to human rights of the elderly to ensure the accessibility of social services needed due to physical and mental aging, and to establish social welfare as a natural ‘right’ based on human rights rather than as ‘charity’ of the state. 
· Please provide information on plans to enact the Basic Law on the Rights of the Elderly to ensure dignified aging for all.

38. Prevention and remedy for child abuse (art. 10)
The identified child-abuse victims’ rate in 2023 was lower than in 2020 but still fell short of government targets.[footnoteRef:2] Although the scope of mandated child abuse reporters has expanded, the number of reports by school staff has declined.[footnoteRef:3] The proportion of abuse cases for children under age six perpetrated by their guardians has remained high at 95 to 96% over the past three years.[footnoteRef:4] Meanwhile, due to the statute of limitations[footnoteRef:5] for child abuse crimes in case of damage claims, victims are often unable to seek timely legal recourse and perpetrators frequently go unpunished.[footnoteRef:6] [2:  According to the Ministry of Health and Welfare's Key Statistics on Child Abuse, the annual detection rate for victimized children was 4.0‰ in 2020, 5.02‰ in 2021, 3.85‰ in 2022, and 3.64‰ in 2023. The government set a target of 3.8‰ in 2023, which was not met, and is below the detection rate of OECD countries.
[Table 00] Child victimization rates by year in South Korea and the United States
(‰)
Source: Ministry of Health and Welfare (2024). 2023 Child Abuse Key Statistics Reconstructed, U.S. Department of Health & Human Services (2023). Child Maltreatment 2022]  [3:  The government had hoped that adding medical professionals such as pharmacists to the list of mandated child abuse reporters would increase child abuse reporting, but in 2023, only 27.4% of child abuse was reported by mandated reporters. In addition, 11.6% of K-12 employees who have frequent contact with children reported child abuse in 2023, a 2.7% decrease from 14.3% in 202, and only 1% of medical professionals and medical technicians reported child abuse.
[Table 00] Types of child abuse reporters
(cases, %)
Source: Ministry of Health and Welfare (2021, 2022, 2023, 2024). Child Abuse Key Statistics Reconstructed
]  [4:  National Assembly Health and Welfare Committee, Second Session, One Hundred Twenty-second Assembly (Provisional Session). Report on the consideration of a bill to amend certain provisions of the Child Welfare Act, p. 12
[Table 00] Percentage of child victims of abuse under age 6 and percent of caregiver abuse
(%)
Source: Report of the Committee on Health and Human Services, Second Session, 422nd Congress (Extraordinary Session), Consideration of a bill to amend certain provisions of the Child Welfare Act. p.12]  [5:  Unlike the statute of limitations for child abuse offenses, which begins to run after the child reaches the age of maturity, a 10-year statute of limitations applies to claims for damages based on child abuse.]  [6:  In many cases, the perpetrator is a close family member. In terms of the relationship between the abuser and the victimized child, parents accounted for 21,336 cases (about 82.9% of child abuse cases) in 2023, while about 20,659 cases (80.3%) occurred in the child's home. Ministry of Health and Welfare, <Child Abuse Key Statistics>, 2023.] 

· Please provide information on the plans to prevent abuse in households with children under the age of six, including plans to implement policies such as Universal Home Visiting Service. 
· Please provide plans to amend the Civil Act to include child abuse as a ground for suspension of the statute of limitations for damage claims.

39. [bookmark: _heading=h.ge27tsvbsbcb][bookmark: _Toc201946061]Universal birth registration (art. 10)
The government has stated that it is working to introduce a “birth registration system for non-citizen children,” but little is known about the government's efforts and measures since the bill that the Ministry of Justice pushed forward and a lawmaker introduced was discarded upon the closure of the 21st National Assembly’s term. The government claims to be implementing various policies for unregistered children prior to the law’s enactment, but a survey of 5,183 newborns whose guardians were entered as non-citizens between 2015 and 2023 shows that the status of 2.8% of them remains unclear.
· Please provide information on the efforts the State party has made to legislate the birth registration of all children born in the State party.

40. [bookmark: _heading=h.ov5nrde3ip7y][bookmark: _Toc201946062]Undocumented migrant children (art. 10)
Undocumented migrant children are excluded from healthcare and minimum living standard guarantees, except for immunizations. The government’s relief measure that allows undocumented migrant children to receive residency status while enrolled in elementary and secondary school, despite the recommendation by the NHRCK to enact into law, is operating under a temporary guidance until March 2028. In addition, many children are unable to utilize the relief measure because they do not have the required documents. The penalty fee that parents must pay for application is too high, and the requirements for changing status after reaching adulthood to settle in Korea are difficult to satisfy.
·  Please provide information on the measures the State party plans to take to provide undocumented migrant children with stable residency status, health care, and a guarantee of a minimum living standard in the best interests of the child.

41. [bookmark: _heading=h.h0oiilg1zcrp][bookmark: _Toc201946063]Repeated murder-suicide of families of persons with intellectual disabilities (art. 10)
Due to the lack of social support for independent living for persons with intellectual disabilities, one in five parents quit their jobs, and 59.8 percent of them contemplate suicide.[footnoteRef:7] In 2022, the National Assembly passed the “Resolution on Measures to Counteract the Catastrophe of Families with Developmental Disabilities,” stating that suicides after the murder of children with intellectual disabilities in families are a social disaster due to the lack of support systems. However, similar murder-suicide cases have been occurring constantly since then. For example, from 2018 to 2022, 56 children with developmental disabilities were murdered by their caregivers[footnoteRef:8] and as of 2022, the murder rate of children with disabilities was six times that of all children.[footnoteRef:9] Every year from 2000 to 2023, between one and three parents committed suicide after killing their children.[footnoteRef:10] [7:  Kyunghyang Shinmun, “Discrimination and exclusion make disability caregivers isolated in Korea” (21 April 2025), https://www.khan.co.kr/article/202504211745307. ]  [8:  Kyunghyang Shinmun, “56 children left in the hands of parents who decided to commit suicide in the past five years... Jeollanam-do Province conducts a comprehensive survey after the Yeongam incident” (24 September 2023), https://www.khan.co.kr/article/202309241541001. ]  [9:  Yonhap News, “Repeated tragedies in families with disabilities... “Murder rate of children with disabilities is six times higher than that of all children”” (18 April 2025). https://www.yna.co.kr/view/AKR20250417168000530.]  [10:  Kim, Mi Ok, Kim, Hyun Jung, & Kim, Hyun Ah, “An Exploratory Study of Homicide-Suicide among Parents of Children with Developmental Disabilities”, Health and Social Welfare Review, 45(1), 407-428 (2025), https://doi.org/10.15709/HSWR.2025.45.1.407.] 

· Please provide information on the reasons for the persistence of homicide of persons with developmental disabilities followed by suicide by their caregivers. If no statistics are currently available, please provide the State party’s plans to gather specific data on this issue.
· Please inform weather a periodic administrative census of families with children with disabilities is conducted, and whether there is a system of practical case management and emergency assistance for families in crisis. 

42. [bookmark: _heading=h.l464s54ftpzy][bookmark: _Toc201946064]Right to adequate housing for persons experiencing homelessness (art. 11)[footnoteRef:11] [11:  Please refer to the separate submission by HomelessAction for more specific information.] 

The definition of “Nosukin (homeless persons) and others” in the Nosukin and Others Welfare Act is narrow in scope, creating numerous blind spots.[footnoteRef:12] Homeless housing support is still centered on institutionalization,[footnoteRef:13] and the rental housing policy for homeless people (Residential Vulnerable Group Housing Support Project) has been implemented without independent legislation and has many limitations such as a lack of capacity. [12:  The Nosukin and Others Welfare Act defines "Nosukin and others" to include people living in homeless facilities and people living in places with significantly inadequate housing. However, surveys and policies are limited to only homeless people, people living in homeless facilities, and people living in so-called “sliced rooms,” excluding people living in various non-adequate living arrangements such as so-called “Gosiwon” and motels, and thus underestimates the scale of homelessness. For example, the Ministry of Health and Welfare identified the number of “homeless people” nationwide in 2021 to be 14,404 (2021 Survey of Nosukin and Others) while the Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, and Transport identified 443,126 households living in "living quarters other than housing" in 2022 (2022 Survey of Living Quarters other than Housing), showing a significant difference. Regarding the term itself, Nosukin means 'persons sleeping in the dew', which is not an appropriate term to represent the wide range of non-housing residents.]  [13:  In its concluding observations in the State party’s fourth periodic report, the Committee recommended that the State party “(a) address the root causes of and long-term solutions for homelessness; and (b) increase the availability of adequate and affordable housing, including social housing” (E/C.12/KOR/CO/4, para 53). However, 31.1% of the residents of homeless living facilities have been living there for more than 20 years (2021 Census of Homelessness, Ministry of Health and Welfare, Korea), and living facilities are not a solution to the problem of homelessness. Despite the increasing number of vulnerable groups to be supported, only 2,000 units of 'purchased rental housing' are provided each year (2025 Fund Management Plan Project Description Ⅱ-1, Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, and Transport) which falls far short of the demand.] 

· Please provide information on the State party’s plans to change the legal titles and policy target definitions to “homeless,” “vulnerable groups due to lack of housing,” etc. to include populations in various situations of homelessness.
· Please provide information on the State party’s plans to enact a separate law (tentatively titled Housing Support for Vulnerable Populations Law) to strengthen housing support for vulnerable groups due to a lack of housing.

43. Jeonse Fraud and Public Rental Housing (art. 11)
As of 2023, long-term public rental housing[footnoteRef:14] stock accounted for only 5.2% (1.17 million units) compared to the total housing units.[footnoteRef:15] Even when including the stock of buy-to-rent public housing designed to accommodate vulnerable groups, the figure rises slightly to 6.2% (1.39 million units). According to the 2020 census, 39% of households were renters, the vast majority of whom relied on the private rental sector. Roughly half of them opted for jeonse—a lease system in which tenants put lump-sum deposits in order not to pay unaffordable rents. However, due to weak tenant protection and unregulated rental housing market, there has been a nationwide surge in jeonse fraud by speculative landlords, leaving thousands of tenants unable to recover their deposits and leading to the deaths of at least nine victims. In response, with the enactment of the Special Act on Support for Victims of Jeonse Fraud and Housing Stability, the government pledged to assist affected tenants through the buy-to-rent schemes—purchasing their homes or leasing them back as public rentals. Nevertheless, the government’s financial support for long-term public rental housing has steadily declined, with the 2025 budget falling to less than half of its 2022 level. [14:  According to the Act on the Support for Improving the Quality of Lives of Tenants in Long-term Public Rental Housing, long-term public rental is defined as housing stock owned and rented by the public sector with the minimum duration of 30 or more years.]  [15:  The stock of long-term public rental housing is based on Rental Housing Statistics of MOLIT, while the total number of housing units is derived from the Housing Supply Ratio of MOLIT.] 

· Despite affecting over 30,000 renters, no fundamental institutional reforms have been implemented to prevent jeonse fraud or strengthen tenant rights. Please provide information on measures the State party plans take to regulate private rental housing markets.
· Given the high demand from victims of jeonse fraud, semi-basement (banjiha) residents affected by flooding, and those living in inadequate housing, the annual target of 70,000 units in the 3rd Long-term Housing Master Plan (2023-2032) appears insufficient. Please provide information on what concrete plans the State party has, to increase the supply and budget for long-term public rental housing.

44. [bookmark: _heading=h.dxziml5ijtdh][bookmark: _Toc201946066]Forced eviction (art. 11)
The Act on the Improvement of Urban Areas and Residential Environment stipulates circulative mode of rearrangement of urban and residential areas and the installation of temporary housing and business facilities. However, in redevelopment and reconstruction projects which are mostly privately led, there exists no example of circulative rearrangement that prevents forced evictions and supports resettlement by installing temporary housing and business facilities. In addition, unlike redevelopment projects, reconstruction projects are not mandated by law to provide public rental housing or legal relocation measures for tenants.
· Please provide information on the State party’s plans to substantialize a circular approach to urban development, involving the prior planning and installation of temporary housing and business facilities for residents to move to, as an important means of preventing evictions and resettlement.
· The lack of legal protection for tenants in certain types of development projects, such as reconstruction, contradicts the principle that people facing eviction should be legally protected in terms of tenure security. Please provide information on the State party’s plans to improve the laws and systems that lack legal protection for tenants.

45. [bookmark: _heading=h.1kpbshwe3eb2][bookmark: _Toc201946067]Forced removal of street vendors by Special Police for Street Vending (art. 11)
Although the Special Judicial Police Officers System grants judicial power to administrative officials for the purposes of investigating certain crimes or violations and maintaining public order, some local governments in South Korea have established ‘Special Police for Street Vending’ as an enforcement unit dedicated to regulating street vending. This system is problematic in that it criminalizes street vending, a traditional form of livelihood and often the last remaining means of subsistence for people living in poverty. In Dongdaemun-gu, where the Special Police for Street Vending was first introduced, there have been frequent reports of human rights violations including verbal abuse, physical violence during crackdowns, and forced evictions conducted without compliance with relevant legal procedures.[footnoteRef:16] The State party must abolish the Special Police for Street Vending system, which treats vendors as people to be removed without offering public alternatives, and instead develop measures that promote coexistence. [16:  “Testimony and Press Conference on the Human Rights Issues of the ‘Special Police for Street Vending’” held on 3 September 2024 by National Assembly Member Yoon Jong-oh of the Progressive Party and others.] 

· Please provide information on the State party’s position and plans regarding the Special Police for Street Vending which has resulted in human rights violations during crackdowns and evictions, including verbal and physical abuse.

46. [bookmark: _heading=h.16vuyx8gvn8i][bookmark: _Toc201946068]Strengthening public healthcare (art. 12)
Despite having only ⅙ of the OECD average number of public hospital beds, the few existing public hospitals in South Korea have treated the majority of COVID-19 patients.[footnoteRef:17] This is because private hospitals that make up an overwhelming majority of South Korea's healthcare facilities have been reluctant to respond to the crisis. Despite such extreme shortage, the administration of former president Yoon has not only declined to increase the number of public hospitals but has also slashed their budgets.[footnoteRef:18] Public hospitals are too small to be adequately staffed and equipped to meet the needs of their community and there is no systematic compensation system for the inevitable deficits that result from their public function. Instead of strengthening public hospitals, the government has announced plans to privatize them, forcing them to compete in the market with private hospitals.  [17:  Kim Joo-Kyung, National Assembly Legislative Research Service Report "Challenges of Expanding Public Hospitals for Regional Completeness of Care" (21 March 2022), https://www.nars.go.kr/report/view.do?brdSeq=38348&cmsCode=CM0018.]  [18:  "Public hospitals incurred greater deficits caring for COVID-19 patients, yet the government cut their budget by 98.7%" (23 November 2023), https://imnews.imbc.com/news/2023/society/article/6546383_36126.html ; “During COVID, They Said ‘Thanks’—Now Public Hospital Budget Cut by KRW 9.5 Billion(6.91 million USD)” (12 September 2023), https://www.sisain.co.kr/news/articleView.html?idxno=51163.] 

· Please clarify whether the government has concrete plans to abolish the Preliminary Feasibility Test that hinders public hospital proliferation, and to develop public healthcare infrastructure that meets the OECD average.
· Please indicate whether there is a systematic plan to finance the public interest functions of public hospitals, and any intention to reconsider the policy of privatization.
· Please outline any comprehensive plans to address regional health disparities and expand the public healthcare workforce.

47. Healthcare privatization (art. 12)
South Korea's healthcare system has become mired in the pursuit of profitability through overtreatment and non-covered medical services, neglecting essential care that truly benefits patients. This has led to an increase of financial burden on citizens, the collapse of local healthcare, and overcrowding in emergency rooms in metropolitan areas that have more emergency facilities than rural regions. In October 2023, an amendment to the Insurance Business Act was passed to simplify claims for actual medical expense insurance. Since then, computerized data on claims have been transferred from hospitals to Korea Insurance Development Institute, an organization representing private insurance companies. This change, carried out under the pretext of improving user convenience despite the existence of National Health Insurance, promotes the use of private insurance and leads to overtreatment and increased healthcare expenditures, ultimately placing an unnecessary financial burden on both the government and households. In this process, there have been repeated attempts to allow private insurers to access medical and health data accumulated by the National Health Insurance Service without individuals’ consent, under the name of ‘linking public and private insurance.’ In addition, the government is pushing forward the deregulation of approval process for pharmaceuticals and medical devices, which exchange the convenience of corporations for patients’ safety. Attempts to introduce for-profit hospitals are also ongoing.  
· Please clarify whether there are plans to halt the use of public health data by private insurance companies and the indemnity health insurance expansion policy, and to strengthen the national health insurance–based healthcare system.
· Please specify whether there is any intention to halt the deregulation of pharmaceuticals and medical devices that threaten patient safety, and the attempts to introduce for-profit hospitals.

48. [bookmark: _heading=h.sabw47i1t4xf][bookmark: _Toc201946069]Mental health and suicide prevention (art. 12) 
Despite the Committee's repeated recommendations, suicide rate in the ROK remains the highest among OECD countries at 27.3 per 100,000 persons[footnoteRef:19] and in 2024, the number of suicides reached a 13-year peak of 39.5 per day.[footnoteRef:20] Questions continue to be raised about the effectiveness of the State party’s suicide prevention policies.[footnoteRef:21] Despite the prevalence of psychiatric problems and economic hardship as motivations for suicide,[footnoteRef:22] the government’s suicide prevention efforts have been limited to superficial policies such as campaigns and post-suicide support rather than targeting the root causes, and have fallen short in establishing and stimulating mental health support systems in the community.  [19:  Statistics Korea, as of 2023. https://www.index.go.kr/unify/idx-info.do?idxCd=8040.]  [20:  Korea Herald, “Suicide deaths in S. Korea hit 13-yr high in 2024; daily average at 39.5: data” (26 February 2025), https://www.koreaherald.com/article/10429652. ]  [21:  JoongAng Daily, “Intentional self-harm prevention plan also hits record high... Efficacy of government measures questioned” (16 March 2025), https://www.joongboo.com/news/articleView.html?idxno=363687131.]  [22:  Metropolitan Police Service, “Speaker statistics” (as of 2023), https://kfsp-datazoom.or.kr/korea02.do. ] 

· Please provide information on policies and plans to address the root causes of suicide, such as support for public mental health, persons with psychosocial disabilities, and persons in welfare blind spot.

49. [bookmark: _heading=h.73g8qrn9qte5][bookmark: _Toc201946070]Mental health of victims of grave human rights violations, including disasters (art. 12)
Victims of grave human rights violations such as major social disasters and past state violence continue to suffer from trauma, but medical assistance and psychological counseling are only available to a limited scope of victims within a certain timeframe, and only when special laws or ordinances are enacted.[footnoteRef:23] The National Trauma Center and the National Trauma Healing Center, which are responsible for psychological support, have limitations due to limited support targets, budget cuts,[footnoteRef:24] staff shortage, and limited jurisdiction. [23:  A/HRC/54/24/Add. 1, para. 48.]  [24:  Hankyoreh, “Despite a spate of civil unrest and catastrophes...the budget for the National Trauma Center has been slashed” (13 January 2025), https://www.hani.co.kr/arti/society/health/1177666.html. ] 

· Please provide information on whether medical assistance and psychological counseling for trauma recovery is permanently guaranteed to victims of grave human rights violations, including major disasters and past state violence.
· Please provide reasons for the budget cuts for the National Trauma Center and the National Trauma Healing Center, and the government’s mid- and long-term plans to expand support for victims in need of medical assistance and psychological counseling.

50. [bookmark: _heading=h.nf83p3sdv4jm][bookmark: _Toc201946071]Sexual and reproductive rights (art. 12)
In 2019, the Constitutional Court ruled that the criminal provision penalizing termination of pregnancy under the Criminal Act was unconstitutional and stated that the provision would lose its legal effect if no replacement legislation was enacted by 2020. As no new legislation was enacted, termination of pregnancy has not been criminalized since 2021. However, even after decriminalization, the South Korean government has failed to implement sufficient institutional measures that meet international standards for sexual and reproductive health and rights. For example, mifepristone, which the World Health Organization (“WHO”) designated as essential medicine, has not been approved, and the use of misoprostol remains restricted. As a result, many women are turning to unverified online vendors to purchase these medications while healthcare providers are either unable to use them for early pregnancy termination or are relying on less safe and less effective alternatives than those recommended by the WHO. In addition, the national health insurance system still applies outdated criteria based on previously limited grounds for abortion, and thus most abortion services are not covered. This disproportionally affects medical accessibility, right to health, and labor rights of women from socioeconomically or geographically marginalized groups.
In addition, in the absence of official government guidelines, many healthcare providers continue to require the consent of a male partner or a guardian for adolescents seeking pregnancy termination, thereby violating women’s right to bodily autonomy and health.
· Please provide information on the rationale for not approving mifepristone, an essential medicine according to WHO, despite the decriminalization of pregnancy termination. Please provide information on measures in place to assess and address the impact of delayed approval of medical abortion pills on women’s right to health.
· Please provide information on research the State party is conducting on the impact of non-coverage of abortion services under National Health Insurance on women from socioeconomically disadvantaged backgrounds and on plans to expand such coverage.
· Please provide information on how the State party assesses the impact of third party—male partner or guardian—consent requirement for pregnancy termination by healthcare providers on the rights of adolescents and women from vulnerable groups and on specific measures planned to address this practice.

51. [bookmark: _heading=h.ny23izlvldfu][bookmark: _Toc201946072]Ensuring the right to health for marginalized groups (art. 12)
Social prejudice and discrimination significantly limit access to healthcare for marginalized groups, including transgender people, HIV-positive people, people with disabilities, people on medical benefits, homeless, and migrants. For transgender people, legal gender reassignment requirements include physically invasive surgical procedures, and health insurance does not cover gender reassignment-related medical treatments including hormone therapy and surgical procedures. Due to the unscientific stigmatization of HIV/AIDS, 51.8% of HIV/AIDS-positive individuals experience discrimination in hospitals. There are also no facilities available for HIV/AIDS-positive individuals who need long-term care. Since persons with disabilities do not have proper access to healthcare, as of 2021, the treatable and preventable mortality rates for them were 6.2 and 2.4 times higher than for persons without disabilities respectively. Homeless Type 1 medical benefit recipients are forced to use ‘homeless medical facilities’ only. 
· Please provide the State Party’s plans to address systemic discrimination against marginalized groups, such as easing transgender gender reassignment requirements and covering gender reassignment-related medical expenses.
· Please provide specific ways to increase healthcare infrastructure for marginalized groups, such as nursing homes for people living with HIV and accessible healthcare facilities for persons with disabilities.
· Please provide plans to eliminate discriminatory practices against social minorities in healthcare facilities and remove restrictions such as the restriction of homeless people from access to facilities other than “homeless medical facilities.”

52. [bookmark: _heading=h.1d0q7ch9lp8][bookmark: _Toc201946073] Fukushima nuclear wastewater dumping (art. 12)
As UN Special Rapporteurs have noted, the decision by the Japanese government and TEPCO to release nuclear wastewater from Fukushima may violate a range of rights under the Covenant, including the right to health.[footnoteRef:25] Despite public opposition, the government insisted that the dumping of nuclear wastewater posed no scientific or technical risks,[footnoteRef:26] failed to take the minimum diplomatic safeguards demanded by the public, and dismissed citizens’ concerns as myths.[footnoteRef:27] So far, the government has not establish any procedures for public consultation in making critical decisions on this issue, nor has it conducted an independent impact assessment. [25:  AL JPN 2/2025, https://spcommreports.ohchr.org/TMResultsBase/DownLoadPublicCommunicationFile?gId=29774. ]  [26:  Yonhap News, “Thousand rally in Seoul to protest Fukushima water release” (26 August 2023), https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20230826002400315.]  [27:  Hankyoreh, [Editorial] 1 year into Fukushima dumping, Korea’s presidential office runs interference for Japan (28 August 2024), https://english.hani.co.kr/arti/english_edition/english_editorials/1155806.html.] 

· The government seems to claim that the dumping of nuclear wastewater poses no scientific or technical risks. Please provide information on whether any assessments have been conducted regarding the potential risks to rights under the Covenant, including the right to health.
· Please provide information on the government’s position on the dumping of nuclear wastewater and what consultation processes and safeguards have been placed in South Korea.

53. [bookmark: _heading=h.obuil0qiqi4h][bookmark: _Toc201946074]Students’ rights (art. 13) 
In December 2022, the government announced a revision to the national curriculum that removed terms such as “sexual minorities” and “gender equality” from textbooks and education policies, citing concerns that these might cause confusion to adolescents’ gender identity. The revised curriculum also excludes education on sexual and reproductive health and rights, such as the right to terminate pregnancy or sexual autonomy. This revised curriculum is set to be fully implemented by 2027.[footnoteRef:28] In December 2023 and April 2024, Chungcheongnam-do and Seoul Metropolitan Councils passed bills to repeal their respective local student human rights ordinances, which have explicitly prohibited discrimination based on sexual orientation and have served as a legal basis for student human rights remedies within the provincial offices of education.[footnoteRef:29] There is also a growing trend toward increased control over students in educational settings. These developments represent a regression from inclusive education and have heightened students’ vulnerability to discrimination and violence.  [28:  OL KOR 3/2024.]  [29:  The execution of these bills has been suspended due to appeals. In case of Chungcheongnam-do, the Chungnam Provincial Superintendent of Education filed a lawsuit and requested the suspension of execution to the Supreme Court on 13 May 2024. The Supreme Court suspended the execution on 30 May 2024. In case of Seoul Metropolitan City, the superintendent of the Seoul Metropolitan Office of Education filed a lawsuit and requested the suspension of execution to the Supreme Court on 11 July 2024. The Supreme Court suspended execution on 23 July 2024. A final decision on the merits of either case has not been made yet (OL KOR 3/2024).] 

· Please provide national or municipal-level comprehensive plans to create a safe and inclusive educational environment for all children and youth, and available evaluation data regarding their effectiveness.
· Please provide information on the State party’s specific efforts, such as enacting a national Student Rights Act, to ensure comprehensive sex education on sexual and reproductive health for all children and adolescents and to protect them from discrimination and other human rights violations.

54. [bookmark: _heading=h.8edu3owag8yl][bookmark: _Toc201946075]Access to quality vocational education and training (art. 13)
Students under the age of 18 are being exposed to hazardous work in construction, machinery, chemistry, electricity, and other fields in Meister High Schools, specialized vocational schools under the Vocational Education and Training Promotion Act, and on-the-job training under the Act on Work-Study Combination at Industrial Site. Article 65 of the Labor Standards Act stipulates that students under the age of 18 shall not be engaged in hazardous work, but on-the-job trainees are exposed to such work without sufficient safety training due to a lack of systematic oversight and supervision, resulting in six industrial accidents in 2019 and five in 2020. In 2021, a student died while diving, a work prohibited for those under the age of 18. In addition, apprentices are being used as cheap laborers for unrelated to their major education, such as cleaning and other menial jobs, completely contradicting the original purpose of apprenticeship training which is to develop technical skills.[footnoteRef:30] [30:  Observation (CEACR) - adopted 2023, published 112th ILC session (2024), Minimum Age Convention, 1973 (No. 138, Republic of Korea ratification in 1999),
https://normlex.ilo.org/dyn/nrmlx_en/f?p=1000:13100:0::NO:13100:P13100_COMMENT_ID,P13100_COUNTRY_ID:4342254,103123.] 

· Please provide information on measures taken to ensure that on-the-job trainees are not assigned to hazardous work as defined in Article 65 of the Labor Standards Act and to eliminate occupational accidents, including fatalities, during on-the-job training.
· Please provide information on  steps taken to ensure that apprentices and student workers have access to quality vocational training.

55. [bookmark: _heading=h.amlxmhdbsckd][bookmark: _Toc201946076] Introduction of AI textbooks (art. 13)
Despite opposition from civil society, teachers, and parents,[footnoteRef:31] the government introduced AI textbooks developed by EdTech companies into schools in 2025.[footnoteRef:32] The government designated the AI textbooks as “textbooks” and mandated their use in schools without any legal basis or adequate measures to address side effects and AI bias, protect privacy and data, and enact redress procedures.[footnoteRef:33] Although the National Assembly passed a bill to classify AI textbooks as “educational resources” rather than “textbooks,” the bill was vetoed by the former acting president and thus did not take into force.[footnoteRef:34] [31:  Pressian, “85% of parents 'oppose' controversial 'AI digital textbook' ahead of its introduction in the National Assembly” (18 December 2025), https://www.pressian.com/pages/articles/2024121810071335257. ]  [32:  The Korea Times, “Korea to introduce AI textbooks in 2025 despite concerns over effectiveness, digital overuse” (29 November 2024), https://www.koreatimes.co.kr/southkorea/society/20241129/korea-to-introduce-ai-textbooks-in-2025-despite-concerns-over-effectiveness-digital-overuse. ]  [33:  Meta Journal, “Korea's AI Digital Textbook Service Receives Privacy Warning for Inadequate Data Practices” (15 May 2025), https://www.metajournal.news/news/articleView.html?idxno=25931. ]  [34:  Yonhap News, Acting president vetoes 3 opposition-led bills, demanding parliamentary reconsideration, 21 January 2025, https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20250121003600320 ] 

· Please provide information on whether the government has any plans to withdraw, as demanded by teachers, parents, and civil society organizations, the forceful introduction of AI textbooks.
· Please provide information on the legal basis for the introduction of AI textbooks and what measures have been taken to address AI bias, privacy and data protection concerns.

56. [bookmark: _heading=h.856rz3fx1aay][bookmark: _Toc201946077]Equal access to education (arts. 13, 14)
Students with disabilities
Although the government has announced the 6th Five-Year Special Education Development Plan (2023–2027) with the goal of achieving “inclusive education for all,” students with disabilities in reality continue to be largely confined to segregated schools/classes.[footnoteRef:35] In February 2025, an amendment to the Elementary and Secondary Education Act was passed to allow the physical restraint and separation of students in urgent situations during educational activities for the purpose of strengthening teachers’ professional autonomy.[footnoteRef:36] This raises serious concerns that students with disabilities, as well as other students who face difficulties in school life, may be unjustly subjected to violence or repeatedly excluded from classrooms. [35:  Since the Ministry of Education began collecting relevant statistics in 1962, the number of students in early childhood, primary, and secondary education has decreased by 41.6%, while the number of students receiving special education has increased by 119.7%. As of January 2024, 53.6% of schools did not have special education classes, making it impossible for students with disabilities to attend those schools under inclusive education. Approximately 83.4% of students eligible for special education remain in segregated settings such as special classes or special schools.]  [36:  https://www.ablenews.co.kr/news/articleView.html?idxno=219064 ] 

Private education
According to a 2024 survey by Statistics Korea on private education expenditures for elementary, middle, and high school students, the private education participation rate stands at 80% with an average of 7.6 hours per week. Spending on private education continues to rise.[footnoteRef:37] Even among children under the age of six, 47.6% participate in private education, with average monthly expenditures reaching KRW 332,000.[footnoteRef:38] Private education spending and participation vary significantly by household income. Households earning less than KRW 3 million per month spend an average of KRW 205,000, while those earning over KRW 8 million spend approximately KRW 676,000—more than three times higher.[footnoteRef:39] Higher household income and parental education levels are strongly associated with increased private education spending, and such disparity has discriminatory effects on academic achievement, school advancement, and future employment opportunities.[footnoteRef:40] Meanwhile, public spending on higher education in Korea amounts to only 66.2% of the OECD average.[footnoteRef:41]  [37:  Statistics Korea “Private Education Expenditures Survey” (2024). The average monthly private education expenditure per student was KRW 474,000—nearly double the KRW 244,000 reported at the time of the fourth review in 2015. ]  [38:  Ministry of Education, “pilot survey on early childhood private education expenditures” (2024)]  [39:  Statistics Korea “Private Education Expenditures Survey” (2024), https://www.index.go.kr/unify/idx-info.do?idxCd=4244.  ]  [40:  As of 2024, the average monthly private education expenditure was KRW 218,000 for students whose fathers had a middle school education or less, compared to KRW 653,000 for those whose fathers held a graduate degree or higher. For students whose mothers had a middle school education or less, the average monthly expenditure was KRW 183,000, whereas it reached KRW 686,000 for those whose mothers had a graduate degree or higher. (Statistics Korea “Private Education Expenditures Survey” (2024)) ]  [41:  KBS News, “Public education spending per student in South Korea exceeds OECD average; starting salaries for teachers below average” (10 September 2024), https://news.kbs.co.kr/news/pc/view/view.do?ncd=8056221.  ] 

· Please provide detailed information, including timeline, budget, and scope, on plans to establish support systems for students with disabilities in all schools—such as infrastructure, inclusive education curricula, and student support personnel—so that all children, especially children with disabilities, has equitable access education.
· Please inform whether there are plans to amend or enact additional legislation to revise the Elementary and Secondary Education Act in order to ensure that students in crisis receive adequate support rather than being arbitrarily separated or excluded.
· Please provide information on effective measures taken by the State party to ensure equal access to quality public education, taking into account the specific needs of economically vulnerable and marginalized groups.
· Please describe effective measures taken to address the hierarchical structure of higher education and the resulting inequalities in employment opportunities and treatment.

57. [bookmark: _heading=h.5iia0lwe2yxa][bookmark: _Toc201946078]Countering xenophobia and promoting multiculturalism (art. 15)
While the number of migrants in the State party has grown to 2.6 million,[footnoteRef:42] multicultural sensitivity continues to decline.[footnoteRef:43] In a survey by the NHRCK, only 36.2% of South Koreans said that the human rights of migrants are respected.[footnoteRef:44] There have been incidents[footnoteRef:45] of teenagers assaulting and extorting money from undocumented migrants, and racist gangs have emerged to assault and detain migrants, sharing videos[footnoteRef:46] and spreading hatred online.[footnoteRef:47] More recently, far-right groups have been organizing and spreading xenophobia for political gain.[footnoteRef:48] The government has not only failed to take steps to address xenophobia, but also promoted such sentiments by proposing a lower minimum wage for migrants.[footnoteRef:49] According to a government survey, only 27.3% of South Koreans replied that they are familiar with multiculturalism, and only 21.7% replied that they have received relevant training.[footnoteRef:50]   [42:  Ministry of Justice Statistics, https://www.moj.go.kr/moj/2412/subview.do. ]  [43:  Korea Women's Policy Research Institute, “2021 National Multicultural Acceptance Survey” (2022).]  [44:  NHRCK, “2021 National Human Rights Commission Human Rights Awareness Survey” (21 March 2023).]  [45:  JoongAng Ilbo, Teens assaulted foreigners by threatening to "report illegal immigration" (5 July 2023), https://www.joongang.co.kr/article/25175138. ]  [46:  Hankook Ilbo, “"Search for Illegal Immigrants" Random checks and arrests... Park Jin-jae, head of the Korea Solidarity for the Protection of the Self, imprisoned for 1 year and 2 months” (21 January 2025), https://www.hankookilbo.com/News/Read/A2025012115030003951. ]  [47:  Kookmin Priority TV (Park Jin-jae)-YouTube channel, www.youtube.com/@TV-fx7dk.]  [48:  The Korea Times, “Far-right's 'Sino-hatred' at dangerous levels... Who's fueling them?” (27 January 2025), https://www.khan.co.kr/article/202501270900011. ]  [49:  Kyunghyang Shinmun, “President Yoon to use foreign students as 'domestic workers below minimum wage'” (4 April 2024), https://www.khan.co.kr/article/202404041539011.]  [50:  Ministry of Culture, Sports, and Tourism, “2024 Cultural Diversity Survey” (27 February 2025), www.korea.kr/news/policyNewsView.do?newsId=148940064. ] 

· Please provide information on measures taken to curb hate speech and xenophobia in everyday life and the spread of hate online.
· Please provide data on the budget for projects to promote multiculturalism, and whether the State party has plans to expand such projects.

58. [bookmark: _heading=h.wphaitpg16jy][bookmark: _Toc201946079]Blacklisting of cultural professionals and rights of artists (art. 15)
Blacklisting policies targeting cultural and artistic figures continue. In particular, the Yoon administration took punitive measures against certain artists, including censorship and exclusion from support.[footnoteRef:51][footnoteRef:52] Expert on freedom of expression was excluded from the composition of the Artist Rights Committee. Recommendations of the 2017 fact-finding commission on blacklisting of cultural professionals have not been implemented.[footnoteRef:53]A singer was recently excluded from a government event for performing at a rally.[footnoteRef:54] Artists are calling for the enactment of a special law on blacklisting to address the ongoing censorship of culture and the arts, investigate past blacklisting policies, and prevent their revivals. [51:  The government institutionalized cultural censorship and promoted the exclusion and control of leftist artists through blacklisting policies such as intentional investigations, audits, budget cuts, and business closures; deprived local cultural ecosystems (film festivals, small bookstores) of support, creating an environment of daily censorship that forced artists and citizens to self-censor themselves; and implemented control of the Korean art form.]  [52:  Appointing those responsible for blacklisting to key positions, including appointing Lee Myung-bak's blacklisting chief Yoo In-chon as Minister of Culture and Arts, and appointing Park Geun-hye's blacklisting chief Yong Ho-sung as First Vice Minister, with a focus on "eliminating leftist ideology and promoting rightist ideology."]  [53:  The limited 2017-2018 "Blacklist Truth and Reconciliation Commission" ended with no comprehensive investigation of the Blue House, the National Intelligence Service, the Ministry of Culture, the police, the Ministry of Culture, the Ministry of Culture, and their affiliated organizations, which were identified as the main implementing and involved agencies in the blacklisting scandal, due to a lack of investigative authority, a significant shortage of investigative personnel and investigation time, and a lack of will from the government and the National Assembly to implement (including a complete budget cut for the commission in 2018).]  [54:  Segye Ilbo, “'Yoon Seok-yeol's resignation rally' performance misleading... Unification Ministry withdraws Harim controversy” (14 May 2025), https://www.segye.com/newsView/20250514518702. ] 

· Please provide information on the government’s position on the enactment of a special law on blacklisting of cultural professionals.
· There have been criticisms that the composition of the Artist Rights Committee established under the Act on the Status and Guarantee of Rights of Artists is unfair, including the exclusion of expert on freedom of expression. Please provide the reasons for this exclusion and measures to address this issue.

59. [bookmark: _heading=h.s846a82ohw9i][bookmark: _Toc201946080]Memorialization of grave human rights violations (art. 15)
The State party has not established a legal framework for the protection and utilization of cultural heritage sites related to serious human rights violations. As a result, cemeteries, buildings and other structures symbolizing such violations are often demolished or damaged for urban development. A recent example includes the city of Dongducheon’s decision to proceed with the demolition of the former STD Control Center—an important historical building that serves as evidence of the human rights violations committed against “comfort women” at U.S. military case in Korea—despite opposition from victim-survivors and civil society organizations.[footnoteRef:55] The UN Special Rapporteurs sent an official communication letter regarding this case,[footnoteRef:56] but the city still maintains its intention to proceed with demolition.  [55:  France24, ‘Monkey house’: South Korea’s US ‘comfort women’ legacy to be demolished (9 October 2024), https://www.france24.com/en/video/20241009-monkey-house-south-korea-s-us-comfort-women-legacy-to-be-demolished. ]  [56:  AL KOR 4/2024.] 

· Please provide information on the State party’s position on the planned demolition of the former STD control center in Dongducheon, and steps taken in response.
· Please provide information on legal frameworks to protect cultural heritage sites that serve as evidence of serious human rights violations and concrete examples of efforts made by the State party to protect such sites. 
60. [bookmark: _heading=h.bokf6bdrpqpt][bookmark: _Toc201946081]Public governance of technology and deregulation of large tech companies (art. 15)
The State party has failed to fulfill its obligations under the Covenant regarding the regulation of personal data monopolization, algorithmic bias, and abuse of market dominance by major platform companies. These companies unilaterally determine pricing and content policies based on their dominant market position, thereby infringing on the right to access information and economic rights.[footnoteRef:57] The YouTube algorithm has also been amplifying hate and extremist content, which contributed to the outbreak of the martial law crisis in South Korea in 2024[footnoteRef:58] and influenced public opinion in its aftermath.[footnoteRef:59] Civic organizations and users have also experienced arbitrary deletion of their YouTube channels without clear explanation or adequate appeal procedures, which constitutes a violation of freedom of expression and the right to take part in cultural life (Article 15).[footnoteRef:60] Furthermore, platforms have failed to take sufficient action against the spread of harmful content, including deepfakes, neglecting their responsibility as key distributors of information.[footnoteRef:61] The State party must take concrete measures to supervise and regulate platform operators in accordance with its obligations under Article 2(1). [57:  Google has leveraged the high market share of its Android OS to bundle services such as the Play Store and YouTube, thereby gaining competitive advantages in video streaming, music distribution, and digital advertising markets. YouTube has implemented policies that allow it to place advertisements on videos without the consent of creators who have not reached a certain number of subscribers. Non-premium viewers are exposed to an excessive number of ads, and while YouTube functions as a de facto music streaming platform, it has avoided fair compensation for music copyright holders by presenting itself as a video platform. Minjoo Institute for Policy Studies, “A Study on Reforming the Digital Economy Ecosystem Based on the Analysis of Platform Monopolies” (2024), https://idp.theminjoo.kr/party/sub/news/view.php?brd=171&post=2119. ]  [58:  Experts have pointed out that President Yoon Suk-yeol’s proximity to far-right YouTube channels and his immersion in a “filter bubble” led him to accept their conspiracy theories as fact—an influence they see as a key factor behind his decision to declare martial law. Hankyoreh, “The Origins of the Rebellion: Yoon’s Obsession with Far-Right YouTubers”, (19 December 2024), https://www.hani.co.kr/arti/politics/politics_general/1173878.html.]  [59:  A January 2025 BBC article reported on the rising influence of politically aligned YouTube channels in South Korea during the political unrest following the President’s declaration of martial law. The article highlighted how both conservative and progressive YouTubers livestreamed street protests, rapidly expanded their audiences, and generated significant income through viewer donations (Super Chat). The report also addressed concerns over confirmation bias, the algorithm-driven amplification of partisan content, and the blurred line between political activism and profit-driven media operations. Some experts warned that these platforms are replacing traditional media, often without accountability or proper editorial standards. BBC, "Who is the YouTuber behind 'Even the President Watches Live'? — Hangover Soup or Confirmation Bias?", (10 January 25), https://www.bbc.com/korean/articles/c391kv8dyl1o. ]  [60:  In 2024, several South Korean civil society organizations reported that their YouTube channels had been removed without prior notice or a clear explanation. The deletions occurred despite the channels complying with platform policies, and were only reversed after the organizations jointly filed a formal complaint to Google's Global Human Rights Policy Team. The incident raised concerns about the lack of transparency and due process in content moderation by dominant platforms, as well as the potential chilling effect on freedom of expression and civic participation. People’s Solidarity for Participatory Democracy et al., “Joint Statement: YouTube Channels of Civil Society Organizations Deleted Without Notice—Restored Only After Complaint to Google’s Global Human Rights Policy Team”, (2024), https://act.jinbo.net/wp/50562/.]  [61:  Despite growing concern over the spread of deepfake content targeting Korean women, Telegram’s response was criticized as delayed and insufficient. The platform pledged to take stricter measures only after being contacted by South Korea’s national media regulator. Experts emphasized that this case illustrates the urgent need to strengthen the responsibility and regulatory oversight of platforms that provide such services. Business & Human Rights Resource Centre, “S. Korea: Telegram vows to national media regulator to take strict action against deepfake content involving Korean women” (30 September 2024), https://www.business-humanrights.org/en/latest-news/s-korea-telegram-commits-to-strict-action-against-deepfake-content-involving-korean-women/. ] 

· What measures has the State party taken to regulate algorithmic bias and ensure transparency on digital platforms?
· Does the State party have a plan to control the abuse of market dominance by large tech companies and ensure accountability?
1
