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Dear Colleagues, 

As we are coming to the end of the seventy-fourth session of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women, it is customary for the Chair to sum up the work completed during this session.
Let me start from the beginning of this session and assess our results. We considered the reports of seven States parties and adopted concluding observations on these States.

We held informal meetings with non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and national human rights institutions (NHRIs), and also attended several lunchtime briefings organized by NGOs. The Committee was pleased by the high level of engagement of NHRIs and local NGOs. Many of the latter were supported by the global to local programme of IWRAW-Asia Pacific and once again made significant contributions to the work of the Committee.
The Committee is also grateful to those UN entities and other inter-governmental bodies which provided us with detailed information, including the Inter-Agency Group on CEDAW Reporting (UNDP, UNFPA, UNICEF, FAO and UN Women), UNHCR, and IPU. I am pleased to note that UN Country Teams contributed their reports through the Inter-Agency Group and that three UNCTs briefed the Committee via video link.
We co-hosted an insightful panel discussion on “Paving the way for adolescent girls’ rights: Integrating an age and gender perspective in policy and law”, organized by Plan International, to commemorate the fortieth anniversary of the Convention and the thirtieth anniversary of the Convention on the Rights of the Child. I also wish to thank Nicole Ameline for moderating and Ms. Akizuki and Ms. Eghobamien for participating in a panel discussion on “Women’s economic empowerment and the SDGs: How to close the gender gap in a rapidly changing society”, which I had the honour to open. I also wish to thank the Permanent Mission of Japan for having organized this event.
I am pleased that we were able to adopt two important guidance notes during this session, one on the cooperation between the Committee and National Human Rights Institutions, and another one on the preparation of periodic reports by States parties in the context of the Sustainable Development Goals. I wish to thank both the Working Group on NHRIs and the Working Group on SDGs and especially their Chairs, Ms. Haidar and Ms. Ameline, respectively, for the excellent work done in this regard.

Equally, I wish to thank the Working Group on Working Methods and its Chair, Ms. Song, for having prepared such relevant decisions on a word limit for written answers provided by States parties within 48 hours following the constructive dialogue and on rescheduling the coordination meeting of country task forces, which we adopted in plenary yesterday. These decisions are a timely contribution to further streamlining our working methods.

Furthermore, I am grateful to the Working Group on trafficking in women and girls in the context of global migration for the progress achieved during this session in endorsing an outline of the draft general recommendation on the topic as well as in planning regional consultations and expert meetings that will feed into the draft.

I also wish to thank Ms. Nadaraia for her important work as Rapporteur on follow-up, which enabled us to adopt eight follow-up assessments at this session as well as the assessment of the follow-up procedure and an updated methodology of the follow-up procedure to concluding observations.
We also made good progress in our work under the Optional Protocol on individual communications. Thanks to the excellent drafts prepared by our Working Group on Communications under the able guidance of its Chair, Gladys Acosta Vargas, we were able to adopt four final decisions.
Also under the Optional Protocol, we were able to further develop our jurisprudence by adopting an inquiry report on a particularly harmful practice, which will be transmitted to the State party concerned for observations within 6 months, after which the report will be published. I warmly thank Ms. Ameline and Ms. Verges for their work on this report. I also thank the Working Group on Inquiries and its Chair, Marion Bethel, for their hard work on other pending inquiry proceedings.
During the session, we again had interesting exchanges with Ms. Regnér, Deputy Executive Director of UN Women and with Ms. Delphine O, Ambassador and Secretary General of the United Nations World Conference on Women, who both briefed the Committee on the Beijing+25 Review process. Our friend and former colleague Ruth Halperin-Kaddari briefed us on her research on domestic violence and child custody issues, including the challenges posed by the use of the parental alienation concept in many jurisdictions. Last but not least, we had a fruitful informal meeting with the Human Rights Committee, hosted by the Geneva Academy of International Humanitarian Law and Human Rights under the Geneva Human Rights Platform, to discuss issues of common concern.
Dear colleagues,

Before I conclude, please allow me to sincerely thank all experts for the hard work accomplished during the past three weeks, including my colleagues on the Bureau as well as the country rapporteurs who guided our dialogues with the representatives of the States parties and drafted the concluding observations on sometimes very complex legal issues. I also wish to acknowledge the active participation of country task force members in the constructive dialogues with States parties.
Lastly, I thank all our colleagues from the Secretariat who again provided excellent support to us: Irene, Isabelle, Céline, Momoko, Janna, Caroline, Marco, Miki, Nikolaus, Christina, Kellie, Jakob and Orest. I also wish to thank our intern Margaux for her highly efficient substantive and podium assistance.
Last but not least, I would like to thank the interpreters, précis writers, press officers, translators, conference room officers, technicians, research assistants and all others who made this session successful.
In concluding, I wish you a safe journey home, restful end of the year holidays and I look forward to seeing you all in February next year for our seventy-fifth session.
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