CED – SESSION 19
TRIBUTE TO THE VICTIMS OF ENFORCED DISAPPEARANCES
REPLY OF THE COMMITTEE TO Ms. Isatou Ayesha Jammeh 
Dear Ms. Jammeh,
On behalf of the Committee, I wish to thank you very much for your testimony. We really appreciate your effort in sharing such hard reality with us, in public. Such testimony is essential for us all, and recalls us once more about the importance of our role and of joining forces and efforts against enforced disappearances.  
Thank you for explaining what you and your family are facing and suffering daily. And thank you for your daily fight to support other victims of enforced disappearances and other human rights violations. It is thanks to people like you that progresses can be made for the promotion and protection of human rights, and for the prevention of further violations in the future.
As members of the Committee, we will keep your words and requests in our hearts and minds. 
We share your concerns. We also consider that, whatever the circumstances, access to truth and justice are essential for all victims of enforced disappearances and for societies at large. We also consider that victims of enforced disappearances must be able to take part to the process of search for their loved ones, and of investigation of the cases. We also consider that victims of enforced disappearance must be supported in their daily fight, and in terms of their socio-economic rights. And we also consider that States have the responsibility to take specific actions on each of these issues.
The Convention for the Protection of all Persons against Enforced Disappearances is here as a guide for victims and for States on all these issues. And the Committee on Enforced Disappearances is here to support victims and to guide States as to what can be done to ensure that we all act in the same direction, namely to promote the rights of victims and prevent all enforced disappearances in the future. 
As the Committee, we do this through our daily work on Urgent Actions and through the review of States reports. 
We are not here as to criticize States and delegitimize their actions. We are here to support them for the implementation of their conventional obligations. Together with victims, civil society organizations, National Human Rights Institutions and States authorities, we must gather strengths and seek solutions to the problems faced. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Gambia should submit its report in October this year. And we all look forward to receiving it to initiate the dialogue with the authorities, and cooperate with them, and with all actors who, like you, carry a daily fight against enforced disappearances. 
Dear Ms. Jammeh, thank you again for your words, for your claims, and for your daily fight and actions. On behalf of the Committee, I want to reaffirm our unwavering commitment to help you and all victims of enforced disappearance, and to support the States to comply with their obligations under the Convention. Thank you.


