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I am KIRITAKA, Kiyoha I used to be a MAIKO, in Kyoto, Japan.
I graduated from a junior high school in April 2015 and started my life as a MAIKO in one of the five gay quarters in Kyoto. Despite my will, however, I had to quit the job in July 2016 because I was deeply hurt mentally by getting coerced into drinking—I was a minor then as most of all other MAIKOs were —as well as by sexual harassment and violence.  It all happened in the employment system, where apprenticeship was still restored to this day.
With this report, I would like to inform the members of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women about my own experience to explain the human rights violation facing the MAIKO.

1 ）　Forced drinking on a MAIKO, who is a minor

Despite being prohibited by law, it is an everyday matter for a MAIKO to be forced to drink at parties. A Maiko is usually under age. I participated in assigned parties between six and seven times a week. Apart from my regular days off, the New Year’s Day and the Obon period, which is in the mid-summer, I worked at parties almost every day. It was normal for me to drink until midnight. Today（2024）the curfew of a MAIKO is set at 22:00, but they still serve and drink at party tables as late as very late at night.

2）Sexual Harassment and Abuse

Customers in those gay quarters play in obscene ways involving the MAIKOs and they are daily happenings there. For instance, it is thought to be chic to hand rub the breasts of the companions through their sleeve holes of the kimono. I was forced to watch a male customer rubbing a GEIKO’s breast in front of me.
I almost got mine touched but barely escaped it. Not only breasts but armpits are the games of the play. Some customers insert their hands into the women’s neckband and others go so far as to take the hem up to touch their legs. Some of the female companions were second raped by being accused of seduction.
There are quite a few obscene plays in OZASHIKI. For instance, while a MAIKO ducks down, a male customer sits on her. At one time, he may put his hands on her hips and shake his waist to pretend to be having sex, and at other time, one may ride on the other to look like a man on a turtle, supposedly a scene from a famous fairytale. A customer can get over a female entertainer to pretend to be having sex with some piston movements of his waist. Sometimes participants sing special songs in traditional styles with obscene lyrics just to enjoy watching the young girls looking embarrassed. I do not think these activities are suitable for such occasions where MAIKOs who are still minors are present. Showing these activities and making the girls do these is child abuse. Also, when a MAIKO accompanies her customer/s in a taxi, while she has no way out, the customer can hold her hand by force or kiss her without her consent. This happens quite often.
MAIKOs are not allowed to make trips at their own wills while there are occasions when the customers take them to an Onsen （hot spring ）resort. On such occasions sometimes a group of GEIKOs and MAIKOs are forced to take a bath with their customers in the KONYOKU style, where people take a bath in the public bath regardless of the sex, male and female all together. When taking a bath in such a public place, the female companions are told not to wear anything-no underwear or bathing suit- and they are only allowed to use a thin towel to hide their bikini zone.
Sometimes the female entertainers are made to decide the winner by playing sone-scissors-paper so the “winner” can wash the customers’ private parts. The professional women have to obey what OKAMI and senior GEIKOs tell them to do.

3） Psychological and physical violence

We get abused with violence in the name of educating by OKAMI. We can get hit by the cheek or have things thrown at to cause bruises on our body. We aren’t, however, allowed to make any complaints.
MAIKOs do not have the right to speak up nor can they refuse whatever they are told to do.
So, even when they are falsely charged with something, they can’t prove their innocence. As a result, they may have to sit through guidance lectures for something they aren’t responsible for, where they get yelled at for hours, and during that “education hours” they aren’t allowed to have meals or to be excused to go to the restroom.

4 ）Employment conditions such as working hours and payments

A MAIKO starts living at OKIYA house right after graduating from junior high school. Some even before their graduation. They are under the constant supervision of the OKAMI, or mistress of the OKIYA house. The MAIKO girls are engaged in late night labor and companion service, which are prohibited by law for minors. It is about two in the morning when a MAIKO is done with her work and is washing off her makeup. On a day like when traveling to a distant place on her business or having her hair done in the specific style, on top of her other regular work, she can sleep for no more than three or four hours. In my case as well, it was almost as a matter of course that I would have to work at parties every single day except for my days off, the New Year holidays and the Obon holidays. Even if I wasn’t called to attend parties or gatherings, I wasn’t allowed to take off my kimono nor wash off the makeup until midnight.
I had two days off during the month and beside that I only had one to two hours of free time per a day. The rest of my days I was expected to follow whatever the given schedule went.
My schedule of the entire day was strictly decided by the OKIYA house management as to where and what performance training I should get, what chores at the OKIYA house I must help with, and which OZASHIKI service I was to attend.

Also, even on my day off, with my hair done up in the MAIKO style I wasn’t allowed to go out freely. On such days, I was made to help the chores at the OKIYA house and that sometimes deprived me of my free hours due to the fact that I had no other choice than to obey the order, leaving me with not a day off the work during the month.
No salaries or rewards were payed to the MAIKOs.
I was given about 50,000 yen as a monthly allowance, most of which was consumed on things needed for my work, such as makeup both for work and for private and special stationeries to communicate with my customers with, along with some of the designated costumes for my work.
This would leave me only 10,000 yen a month, even which wasn’t enough to buy necessities such as sanitary supplies and saving money for a trip to go home for a vacation.
Most of the gained fee went to the OKIYA management while the facilities including the kimono and ornaments were rented out by the house.
MAIKOs were not paid the minimum wage not to mention extra wages for the extended working hours. 
In most cases the OKIYA management files the final income tax return for a MAIKO but most of the girls have no idea of the procedure of filing such. There are quite a few of them who become surprised to get a bill of a residence tax after retiring from their work.

There is a possibility that the OKIYA files a false final income tax return in place of a MAIKO without her consent, false in the sense that a MAIKO can’t possibly be an equal business partner to the OKIYA and that it may be faked as if she had a salary or a consignment fee, which she never received.
That was actually my case and I got a bill of a residence tax after my retirement in 2016 and I had to pay the tax.

MAIKOs haven’t been recognized as workers. It has a lot to do with the apprenticeship. They are not paid because they are apprenticed to professional show business seniors they are accommodated with the housing along with meals.
This is how the old employment system in the gay quarters of the pre-war era has been restored to this day.
In this system, the Maiko are bound by master-servant relationship, with their freedom of resale as well as their rights to redemption or marriage handed over to the employer. Even their postmortem procedure is left entirely up to the employer. It is a present day slavery,there is no concrete contract for the MAIKO,but exchange of cups of sake in front of the traditional Shinto alter altar to make a vow of absolute obedience to the master/mistress. We are trained to act accordingly. A MAIKO has no right to decide for herself or to turn down any offers or proposals in business. It is an obvious violation of human rights.
It is a present day slavery, where there is no concrete contract as we only exchange cups of sake in front of the traditional Shinto alter to make a vow of absolute obedience to the master/mistress. We are educated accordingly. A MAIKO has no right to decide for herself or to turn down any offers or proposals in business.
It is an obvious violation of human rights.

After the Second World War, the apprenticeship was banned and there is no obvious apprenticeship with advance payment. However, the OKIYA decides the amount of the debt, the price of which is never revealed. The MAIKO is never to be informed of the amount of the debt and she is made to work for so many years as is told to at the OKIYA house with no payment at all.
And further more, if one desires to retire before she finishes the whole contract years, she will be charged with a huge fine as breach of contract. It is considered to be an ingrate and she shall never be allowed to step into the city of Kyoto. I myself asked them to let me leave before the fulfillment of my contract and was told to pay a large penalty which was 30,000,000 yen. In replacement of the money I was suggested that I have a DANNA-san, or patron, who will buy me from the OKIYA. I desperately asked them to give up the proposal. They did let me go, saying that they were sparing me the last mercy.

5）The DANNA-san, or patron system

A DANNA is a male customer who is in a non- marital relationship with a GEIKO or MAIKO. He supports her financially. In such a contract the women are sold for 3,000,000 to 60,000,000 yen, which is nothing but human traffic. These contracts systematically force the women not to refuse sexual contacts with some exceptions of cases of limited number of star GEIKOs or MAIKOs. If they refuse to have sex with their master, they are doomed to give up the financial support and the OKIYA and OCHAYA will have the disgrace of losing trust from their customers.

Lastly, I would like to express my feelings here. I really wanted to stay in the business because I loved the training of the Japanese dance, the Shamisen guitar and the tea ceremony.

I sincerely hope that all the MAIKOs will be guaranteed with workers’ rights and that they will be free from forced drinking and sexual abuse. I wish that the DANNA san system, which is a virtual slavery, will be removed. I truly love the city of Kyoto. I deeply hope that lovers of the Japanese traditional culture will support MAIKOs and that the community will last long in prosperity.
