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Excellencies, Distinguished Members of the Committee on the Rights of the Child, Ladies and Gentlemen,
Before I begin, I would like to take a moment to acknowledge the presence of the students from the Montessori School who are here with us today, witnessing this constructive engagement of The Gambia with the Committee on the Rights of the Child. Your presence reminds us of the importance of our work and the very reason we are here to create a better future for children like you, who represent the hope and promise of our nation.
Your curiosity, energy, and bright smiles remind us of the importance of our work and inspire us to continue striving for a world where every child’s voice is heard and valued and considèred in all decision making. Thank you for being part of this meaningful occasion
Madam Chairperson,
As we come to the conclusion of this constructive dialogue with the esteemed Committee on the Rights of the Child, I stand here on behalf of The Gambia’s delegation with immense gratitude and a deep sense of responsibility. This dialogue has been an invaluable opportunity to reaffirm our commitment to the principles enshrined in the Convention on the Rights of the Child and to engage in a transparent exchange of ideas and perspectives aimed at enhancing the realization of children’s rights in our country.
Madam Chairperson,
Allow me to express our profound appreciation to the Committee for the constructive and insightful manner in which this dialogue has been conducted. The questions, observations, and recommendations shared by the distinguished Committee members reflect a genuine commitment to ensuring that no child is left behind in the pursuit of a more equitable and just world. These exchanges have deepened our understanding of the challenges and opportunities before us and have provided valuable guidance as we strive to improve the lives of children in The Gambia.
The Government of The Gambia recognizes that children are the backbone of our society and the bedrock of our collective future. This belief forms the foundation of our efforts to promote and protect the rights of every child. Over the years, The Gambia has undertaken significant steps to align its laws, policies, and practices with the principles of the Convention on the Rights of the Child. From legislative reforms to targeted programs addressing education, health, and child protection, we have sought to build a framework that nurtures and safeguards the wellbeing of our youngest citizens.

During this dialogue, we have shared updates on the progress we have made.
 Notably, we have:
1. Enhanced Legal and Policy Frameworks: The enactment of the Children’s (Amendment) Act and other legislative measures underscores our resolve to harmonize national laws with international standards. These reforms aim to strengthen protections for children against violence, abuse, exploitation, and neglect.

2. Strengthened Access to Education: We continue to prioritize inclusive and quality education for all children, with a focus on achieving gender parity in enrollment. Through initiatives such as free primary  and secondary education and targeted interventions for marginalized and vulnerable children, we are bridging the gaps in educational access.

3. Improved Child Health Outcomes: Investments in healthcare infrastructure and the implementation of national immunization programs have significantly reduced child mortality rates. Additionally, targeted nutrition programs address the challenges of stunting and malnutrition among children.

4. Expanded Child Protection Mechanisms: Through partnerships with the National Human Rights Commission, civil society orgainsations, community leaders, and international organizations, we have reinforced mechanisms for child protection and established structures to address issues such as child marriage, child labor, and trafficking.

5. Fostered Youth Participation: 
The Gambia is deeply committed to ensuring that children and young people have a voice in decisions that affect their lives. Platforms have been created to amplify the voices of children in policy formulation and implementation processes, including the establishment of the Children National Assembly of The Gambia (CNAG), also known as the Children’s Parliament. CNAG is a child-led body formed in collaboration with the government, UNICEF, civil society organizations, and other key partners. Representing children from all regions of the country, CNAG serves as a platform for young voices to advocate for their rights and influence national policies.

A notable example of CNAG’s impact was its Second Sitting in November 2019, during which it issued a comprehensive  Communique titled "Call to Action: The Gambia We Want." This declaration urged the government to fulfill its commitments to children, addressing issues such as free and inclusive education, enhanced health services, stronger enforcement of child protection laws, the elimination of harmful practices like child marriage and FGM, and the provision of recreational facilities. The Assembly also called for the inclusion of a dedicated budget for its effective functioning, demonstrating its strategic advocacy for child-centered governance.

Through the Children National Assembly, The Gambia has empowered young voices to take an active role in shaping policies that affect their lives, ensuring that their voices are heard, respected, and incorporated into national decision-making processes. This initiative exemplifies the country’s dedication to fostering youth participation as a cornerstone of its commitment to the Convention on the Rights of the Child.

While we take pride in these achievements, we are acutely aware of the challenges that remain. Like many developing nations, The Gambia faces structural and resource constraints that hinder our ability to fully meet the aspirations of the Convention. limited access to resources, and the socio-economic impacts of global crises pose significant barriers to our efforts.
Distinguished Members,
One of the key priorities for The Gambia is addressing the challenges related to child poverty and inequality. We recognize that targeted investments in social protection systems are essential to breaking the intergenerational cycle of poverty and ensuring that every child has an equal opportunity to thrive.

Additionally, we remain committed to combatting all forms of violence against children. The elimination of harmful practices, including female genital mutilation (FGM) and child marriage, remains a cornerstone of our child protection agenda. Through a combination of legislative action, community engagement, and awareness campaigns, we are determined to safeguard the dignity and rights of every child in The Gambia.

The impact of climate change also poses a growing threat to the rights of children in The Gambia. As a country vulnerable to rising sea levels, changing weather patterns, and environmental degradation, we must act urgently to build resilience and ensure that our children are protected from the adverse effects of climate change. This includes integrating child-sensitive approaches into our national climate adaptation strategies.

Madam Chairperson,
Despite our unwavering commitment to the Convention and its principles, we cannot do this alone. We stand here today with an earnest appeal to our development partners, international organizations, and the broader global community to join hands with us in this noble endeavor. The challenges we face are not insurmountable, but they require resources, technical expertise, and sustained collaboration.

At this rate, i would  reiterate the  call  on our development partners  to ;


1. Support Capacity-Building Initiatives: Strengthening the capacity of our institutions and systems especialy in the adminiatration of justice and social protection aspects, is critical to ensuring the effective implementation of child protection programs and policies. Investment in training, data collection, and monitoring mechanisms will enhance our ability to address the needs of children comprehensively.

2. Promote Knowledge Sharing: The exchange of best practices, technical expertise, and innovative solutions can greatly enhance the effectiveness of our programs. We welcome opportunities to learn from successful models implemented in other countries and adapt them to our context.

3. Strengthen Partnerships: Collaboration with international organizations, civil society, and the private sector can amplify the impact of our efforts. We encourage partnerships that prioritize child-centered development and foster sustainable progress.
Madam Chairperson,
This dialogue has been a testament to the spirit of international cooperation that underpins the Convention on the Rights of the Child. It is a reminder that protecting and promoting the rights of children is not only a national responsibility but also a shared global commitment. Together, we must continue to build a world where every child can grow up free from fear, free from want, and free to reach their full potential.
In closing, I wish to reiterate The Gambia’s unwavering commitment to upholding the principles of the Convention on the Rights of the Child. We are determined to translate the insights and recommendations shared during this dialogue into tangible actions that will make a meaningful difference in the lives of children. 
On behalf of the Government of The Gambia and our delegation, I once again extend our heartfelt thanks to the Committee for your guidance, support, and partnership. 
I also wish to express my sincere gratitude to the Secretariat of the Commonwealth Small States Office and the Human Rights Officers for the invaluable support rendered to our delegation.
 In addition, The Government of The Gambia wishes to thank the OHCHR Voluntary Trust Fund Secretariat, WHO, UN Women, UNICEF, and the UN Resident Coordinator Gambia office for their significant contributions and unwavering support. Their collective efforts have been instrumental in ensuring the delegation's successful participation in this important process.

Thank you.
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