Single NGO submission by Association for Women’s Human Rights, hoping to give some context to statistics and questions about rape.  
Rape and the low numbers of prosecutions and convictions in Sweden
Last year, 2020, 9360 rapes were reported to the police and 1566 cases were prosecuted. 341 cases led to convictions for rape. Only 11% of the prosecuted cases concerned women over 18 years old as victims. 
Why do so few police investigations lead to trials? Evidentiary difficulties are described as the main reason. The new law criminalising rape from 2018 has had a positive impact. The number of prosecutions has increased. However, many victims are still left outside of the justice system. 
A study by the Swedish Crime Preventive Council, BRÅ, 2019, follows almost 800 cases of rape, going through the legal proceedings during 2016 and 2017. The text herebelow will describe many of the the findings of this study. 
Rape is a very serious crime and police investigations are led by the prosecutor. Unfortunately, sometimes, other serious crimes are prioritised and rapes are therefore not investigated imminently. Sweden offers a counsel for the injured party, but not always from the very start of the police investigations. It is important, many studies find, that women receive support and protection from the beginning of police investigations and throughout the court proceedings, to enable her continued participation through a very difficult experience.
Most cases of rape reported, BRÅ describes, were committed with violence or force, and some through the exploitation of the victim being in a vulnerable situation. But not all rape is committed through violence and therefore, there may not be any documentable injuries. The majority of women reported rape within one day or two and many reported within a week. Some reported later, which made it difficult to trace the evidence. For the securing of evidence of rape it is important the crime is reported at once by the woman and that police investigations and medical personnel secure physical evidence and injury reports from the woman and from the man fast. This does not always happen. Physical evidence of rape can disappear within a day or two if not collected by medical or police staff. Information in mobile phones and witness statements are also more difficult to collect as time passes. Experienced investigators were more successful securing evidence while interrogating, but the men were interrogated in half of the cases.
There have been court cases, where the testimony of the woman describing the rape, has sufficed for a convicting verdict in court, but most of the times, more evidence supporting the story of the woman, will be needed for a conviction in court. Therefore it is worrysome, supportive evidence was not always secured by police. at once
Many reports of rape were made by young women and by women with psychological difficulties or in difficult life situations. Most women reporting rape did participate in the investigations and in the legal proceedings. If investigations take a long time, the risk can increase of women no longer wanting to participate. Forensic analysis can take a long time. Also concerning, is when physical evidence have not been sent in for forensic analysis and have not been made part of the police investigations before the cases were closed. 
Some investigative working methods developed by police and prosecutors had better results. These known more successful methods of investigating gender based violence are encouraged but are not yet used as general practice by police and prosecutors, only in certain regions, and these regions are showing better results prosecuting and convicting rape. 
Herebelow are the yearly police reports, prosecutions and convictions, from the official statistics homepage with the Council for Crime Prevention, BRÅ:
Year 	                Police reports	          Prosecutions	    Convictions
	2020
	9360
	1566
	341

	2019
	8581
	1309
	333

	2018
	7958
	1313
	225

	2017
	7369
	811
	190

	2016
	6715
	775
	171



The prosecution rate for 2020 showed there were 17% prosecutions of all kinds of rape against all kinds of victims. Concerningly, there were only 11% prosecutions of rape where the victims were women over 18 years old, 2020, according to BRÅ.
In summary, there were problems securing the evidence, physical and other evidence. Own best practice guidelines were not followed. The numbers of prosecutions and convicting verdicts are low.
Remembering words forming part of CEDAW General recommendation No. 35 on gender based violence pt. 24 b: The failure or omission of the State party to investigate and punish acts of gender based violence against women or to provide reparation to victims/survivors of such acts allows impunity and constitute human rights violations. 

Sources: Brottsförebyggande rådet (BRÅ), Våldtäkt från anmälan till dom – En studie av rättsväsendets arbete med våldtäktsärenden, Rapport 2019:9, (Rape from report to conviction – A study of the justice system’s work with rape cases, by the Council for Crime Prevention) Whole text, and especially pages 28, 41, 44-45, 48-52.
Handläggning av brott i nära relation, Handbok, Åklagarmyndigheten, 2006, Uppdaterad 2017. (Investigating crimes in close relationships, Handbook, by the Prosecutor’s Office, p.6: A developed best practice in preliminary investigations)
Våldsbrott i nära relationer och sexualbrott mot vuxna – En gemensam granskning av polisens och åklagarens handläggning, Granskningsrapport, 2019. (Violent crimes in close relationships and sex crimes against adults – A joint review of police and prosecutor investigations)
Statistik utifrån brottstyper, våldtäkt och sexualbrott, www.bra.se (Statistics according to types of crimes, rape and sex crimes. Council for Crime Prevention’s web page) Handlagda brott efter om utredning har bedrivits eller ej och typ av beslut. Hela landet. www.bra.se/statistik/kriminalstatistik/handlagda-brott.html (BRÅ) (Crimes according to whether investigation has taken place and which decision was reached. Whole country.)

