
CEDAW/C/2023/II/L.1
CEDAW/C/2023/II/L.1
	
	United Nations
	CEDAW/C/2023/III/L.1

	[image: ]
	Convention on the Elimination
of All Forms of Discrimination
against Women

	


Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination 
against Women
Eighty-sixth session
9 – 27 October 2023
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		Rapporteur: Ms. Marion Bethel
		Chapter I
		Matters brought to the attention of States parties
[bookmark: _Hlk135934022]		Decisions
		Decision 86/1
Statement on “Safeguarding girls’ lives, health and future through minimizing unintended pregnancies and guaranteeing access to safe abortion”
On 10 October 2023, the Committee adopted a statement entitled “Safeguarding girls’ lives, health and future through minimizing unintended pregnancies and guaranteeing access to safe abortion” (https://x.com/UNTreatyBodies/status/1712047475060605427?s=20), issued on the international day of the girl child on 11 October.
[bookmark: _Hlk135984696]			Decision 86/2
Statement on withdrawal of Nicaraguan Ambassador from public review
On 25 October, the Committee issued a statement entitled “UN women’s rights committee deplores withdrawal of Nicaraguan Ambassador from public review” (https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2023/10/un-womens-rights-committee-deplores-withdrawal-nicaraguan-ambassador-public).
		Decision 86/3
Statement entitled “The cause of peace is the cause of women”
On 27 October, the Committee adopted a statement entitled “The cause of peace is the cause of women” (https://twitter.com/UNTreatyBodies/status/1717935877219905795).
[bookmark: _Hlk149233003]		Decision 86/4
Enhanced constructive dialogue
The Committee decided to amend its decision 50/I concerning the enhanced constructive dialogue by adding the following paragraphs:
9. Prior to the constructive dialogue, the Committee shall send a list of general themes to be raised during the dialogue to the State party and schedule an early coordination meeting of the country task force for that purpose.
10.The wrap-up of the country rapporteur in closed meeting following the constructive dialogue should highlight the main issues discussed and identify issues to be covered in the concluding observations:
	Decision 86/5
Assessment of pilot project to revise the structure of constructive dialogues with States parties 
[bookmark: _Hlk136443396]Having conducted an assessment of its pilot project for structuring constructive dialogues with States parties thematically, the Committee decided to maintain the traditional structure by clusters of articles, while retaining the following elements of the pilot project: (a) if possible, annex a table on the implementation of articles to the briefing note of the country rapporteur; (b) avoid overlap by organizing the themes on the lists of questions on articles to be raised during the dialogue; and (c) reduce the number of questions to be asked by focusing on country-specific questions, omitting articles that need not be covered and requesting that statistical data be provided in writing.
		Decision 86/6		
New rule 53 (3) of rules of procedure on provisional concluding observations
The Committee decided to amend its rules of procedure to insert the following new rule 53 (3):
“If a State party has submitted a report under article 18, paragraph (1) (b), of the Convention but fails to send a representative to attend the meeting at which it has been notified that its report will be examined and the Committee has decided, in accordance with rule 51, paragraph (5) of the present rules of procedure, to proceed with the examination of the report in the absence of the representative of the State party, the Committee may, at its discretion, submit to the State party its provisional concluding comments and indicate a time limit within which the State party may submit observations on the provisional concluding comments.”
		Decision 86/7		
Exceptional report of the Democratic Republic of the Congo
In accordance with Article 18, paragraph 1 (b), of the Convention and its decision 21/I, the Committee decided to request the Government of the Democratic Republic of the Congo to submit an exceptional report, within six months, on conflict-related sexual violence against women and girls in its Eastern provinces.		
		Decision 86/8		
Pre-Sessional Working Group
The Committee confirmed the members of the pre-sessional working group for the eighty-eighth session, Brenda Akia, Yamila González Ferrer, Nahla Haidar, Marianne Mikko and Natasha Stott Despoja.
		Chapter II
		Organizational and other matters
	A.	States parties to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women and to the Optional Protocol
As at 27 October 2023, the closing date of the eighty-sixth session of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women, there were 189 States parties to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women, which was adopted by the General Assembly in its resolution 34/180 and opened for signature, ratification and accession in New York on 1 March 1980. In accordance with its article 27, the Convention entered into force on 3 September 1981. In addition, 81 Contracting States had accepted the amendment to article 20, paragraph 1, of the Convention, concerning the Committee’s meeting time. A total of 126 States parties to the Convention are currently required to accept the amendment in order to bring it into force, in accordance with its provisions. 
At the same date, there were 115 States parties to the Optional Protocol to the Convention, which was adopted by the General Assembly in its resolution 54/4 and opened for signature, ratification and accession in New York on 10 December 1999. In accordance with its article 16, the Optional Protocol entered into force on 22 December 2000.
Updated information on the status of the Convention, the amendment to the Convention and its Optional Protocol, as well as lists of States signatories and parties and the texts of declarations, reservations, objections and other relevant information are available from the website of the United Nations Treaty Collection (http://treaties.un.org). 
	B.	Opening of the session
The Committee held its eighty-sixth session at Geneva from 9 to 27 October 2023. In total, the Committee held 21 plenary meetings, and also held 9 meetings to discuss agenda items 5, 6, 7 and 8. A list of the documents before the Committee is contained in annex [...] to the present report.
The session was opened by the Chair of the Committee, Ana Peláez Narváez, at its 1999th meeting on 9 October 2023.
	C.	Adoption of the agenda and organization of work
The Committee adopted the provisional agenda (CEDAW/C/86/1) at its 1999th meeting. 
	D.	Report of the pre-sessional working group
The report of the pre-sessional working group for the eighty-sixth session, which met from 27 February to 3 March 2023, was introduced by Leticia Bonifaz Alfonzo at the 1999th meeting.
	E.	Organization of work	
On 9 and 16 October 2023, the Committee held informal closed meetings with representatives of specialized agencies and United Nations funds and programmes during which country-specific information was provided, as well as information on the efforts made by those bodies to support the implementation of the Convention.
Also on 9 and 16 October, the Committee held informal public meetings with representatives of non-governmental organizations and national human rights institutions from States parties considered by the Committee at its eighty-sixth session, who provided information on the implementation of the Convention in the States parties concerned.
On 11 October, the Committee held an informal meeting with the United Nations Working Group on discrimination against women and girls to exchange on priorities and discuss future harmonization of work and cooperation between both bodies.
On 16 October, the Committee held an informal closed meeting with the Independent Expert on sexual orientation and gender identity, Victor Madrigal-Borloz, who briefed the Committee on his work at the end of his mandate.
Also on 16 October, Sven Pfeiffer, Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice Officer, Division for Treaty Affairs, United Nations Office of Drugs and Crime (UNODC), briefed the Committee on a UNODC background paper on national femicide review committees.
On 25 October, the Committee held a remote informal closed meeting with the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on sexual violence in conflict, Pramila Patten, who briefed the Committee on the findings of a recent country visit she had undertaken.
	F.	Membership of the Committee
		Attendance of the eighty-sixth session
All members attended the eighty-sixth session. The following members did not attend the session on the indicated dates: Daphna Hacker Dror, on 9 and 27 October; and Natasha Stott Despoja, from 9 to 13 October. A list of members of the Committee, indicating the duration of their terms of office, is annexed to the present report.
		Chapter III
		Report of the Chairperson on activities undertaken between the eighty-fifth and eighty-sixth sessions of the Committee
At the 1999th meeting, the Chair, Ana Peláez Narváez, presented her report on the activities she had undertaken since the eighty-fifth session of the Committee.
			Chapter IV
	A.	Consideration of reports submitted by States parties under article 18 of the Convention
At its eighty-sixth session, the Committee considered the reports of eight States parties submitted under article 18 of the Convention: the fifth periodic report of Albania; the tenth periodic report of Bhutan, submitted under the simplified reporting procedure; the ninth periodic report of France; the tenth periodic report of Guatemala; the eighth periodic report of Jamaica; the eighth periodic report of Malawi; the combined seventh to tenth periodic reports of Nicaragua (review in the absence of a delegation); the ninth periodic report of the Philippines; and the tenth periodic report of Uruguay, submitted under the simplified reporting procedure.
The Committee prepared concluding observations on each of the reports considered, as well as provisional concluding observations on the report of Nicaragua. Those observations are available through the Official Document System of the United Nations (http://documents.un.org/) under the symbol numbers indicated below:
Albania (CEDAW/C/ALB/CO/5)
Bhutan (CEDAW/C/BTN/CO/10)
France (CEDAW/C/FRA/CO/9)
Guatemala (CEDAW/C/GTM/CO/10) 
Jamaica (CEDAW/C/JAM/CO/8) 
Malawi (CEDAW/C/MWI/CO/8)
Nicaragua (CEDAW/C/NIC/PCO/7-10)
The Philippines (CEDAW/C/PHL/CO/9)
Uruguay (CEDAW/C/URY/CO/10)
	B.	Follow-up procedures relating to concluding observations
The Committee considered the follow-up reports from the following States parties:
1)	Kyrgyzstan (CEDAW/C/KGZ/FCO/5)
2)	Pakistan (CEDAW/C/PAK/FCO/5)
		Chapter V
	Activities carried out under the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women
Article 12 of the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women provides that the Committee shall include in its annual report under article 21 of the Convention a summary of its activities under the Optional Protocol.
	A.	Action taken by the Committee in respect of issues arising from article 2 of the Optional Protocol
The Committee discussed activities under article 2 of the Optional Protocol on 24 October 2023. It endorsed the report of the Working Group on Communications under the Optional Protocol regarding its fifty-seventh session (see annex 1).
[bookmark: _Hlk136448170][bookmark: _Hlk136448227]The Committee examined four individual communications submitted under article 2 of the Optional Protocol. It adopted three final decisions, finding violations of the authors’ rights in relation to communication No. 139/2018 concerning the Republic of Korea (non-identification of women victims of trafficking for purposes of sexual exploitation leading to failure of the State party to ensure full access to justice and remedies) and declaring inadmissible communication No. 152/2019 concerning Czechia (non-exhaustion of domestic remedies). The Committee also decided to discontinue its consideration of communication No. 127/2018 concerning Argentina (lack of adequate protection of a women victim of gender-based violence), as the parties to the proceedings had reached a friendly settlement. The Committee acknowledged the friendly settlement and decided to append the document to its decision on discontinuance. The text of the final decisions of the Committee will be available through the Official Document System of the United Nations (http://documents.un.org/) once they have been finalized and sent to the respective parties, through the website of the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights under the link to the relevant session of the Committee, and through the juris database of the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (http://juris.ohchr.org/). 
[bookmark: _Hlk128135296]	B.	Follow-up to views of the Committee on individual communications
The Committee was informed that the Working Group had examined information on follow-up to Views on individual communications and had adopted its report on follow-up to Views during its fifty-seventh session from 4 to 6 October 2023. The Committee endorsed the recommendations of the Working Group that the follow- up dialogue in relation to communication No. 75/2014 concerning Mexico (CEDAW/C/67/D/75/2014) remains ongoing and that the follow-up dialogue in relation to communication No. 60/2013 concerning the Russian Federation (CEDAW/C/63/D/60/2013) be closed due to the inaction of the author and counsel. It also endorsed the recommendations of the Working Group to institutionalize the practice of raising follow-up to views of the Committee on individual communications during the consideration of the periodic reports of the respective States parties and that the Secretariat arrange for a meeting with the Permanent Mission of Tanzania to the United Nations Office at Geneva to discuss follow-up to the views of the Committee in relation to communication No. 48/2013.
	C.	Action taken by the Committee in respect of issues arising from article 8 of the Optional Protocol
The Committee discussed activities under article 8 of the Optional Protocol on 25 October 2023. It endorsed the report of the Working Group on Inquiries under the Optional Protocol regarding its twenty-sixth session (see annex 2).
On 25 October, the Committee held its first reading of the draft report of Inquiry 2019/1.
The Committee noted that on 11 October, Canada had submitted its follow-up report in relation to Inquiry No. 2011/1.
The Committee endorsed the following recommendations of the Working Group on Inquiries:
a) In relation to submission No. 2023/3, that the Secretariat contact the source of information to acknowledge receipt and request an electronic version of the submission to enable automated translation;
b) In relation to submission No. 2023/2, that the Secretariat consult with the Secretariat of the Sub-Committee on Prevention of Torture on possible forms of cooperation;
c) In relation to submission No. 2022/2, that the Secretariat consult with relevant United Nations special procedures mandate holders on possible forms of cooperation;
d) In relation to submission No. 2021/1, that the Secretariat request additional information from relevant United Nations entities and specialized agencies; 
e) In relation to Inquiry No. 2017/3, that the Secretariat send a reminder to the State party concerned to respond to its correspondence, and seek additional information to recommend a final decision on the status of the Inquiry at the twenty-seventh session of the Working Group;
f) In relation to Inquiry No. 2016/1, that the Secretariat explore the remote methodology for conducting an inquiry used by the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities to inform the methodology of the Committee; develop a strategy and institutional mechanisms to engage with States parties in challenging political or other contexts and initiate communication with relevant UN agencies on the ground for possible cooperation;  and explore modalities for enhancing engagement with the Capacity Building Programme of the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights; 
g) In relation to Inquiry No. 2014/3, that the designated members propose possible dates for an inquiry visit in 2024 or 2025 and to inform the State party concerned accordingly;
h) In relation to Inquiry No. 2014/2, in the event that the State party concerned give its consent to an inquiry visit, that new dates for such visit during the first half of December 2023 be explored;
i) In relation to Inquiry No. 2012/1, that the State party concerned be considered next in line for an inquiry visit following the planned visits referred to in relation to inquiries 2014/2 and 2014/3;
j) In relation to Inquiry No. 2013/1 concerning South Africa, that the two designated members agree to the template of a follow-up assessment table discussed by the Working Group as a pilot, to be attached to an assessment letter; that the template be considered by the Committee for future use; and that the Secretariat put forward a request to include such template in its entitlements for translation as an official document, when finalized and accepted;
k) In relation to Inquiry No. 2011/4 concerning Mali, that the Chair of the Working Group request a Committee member to join a follow-up call with the Permanent Mission to the United Nations Office at Geneva;
l) In relation to Inquiry No. 2011/2 concerning the United Kingdom, that upon receipt of follow-up information from the sources of information and the National Human Rights Commission, the designated member presents to the Committee a follow-up assessment in the format of the template discussed in response to each of the recommendations at the eighty-seventh session of the Committee.
		Chapter VI
	A.	Ways and means of expediting the work of the Committee
The Secretariat informed the Committee about the status of submission of overdue reports by States parties and the backlog of reports received under article 18 of the Convention.
	B.	Action taken by the Committee under agenda item 7 
		Dates of future sessions of the Committee
In accordance with the calendar of conferences, the following dates are tentatively confirmed for the Committee’s eighty-seventh and eighty-eighth session:
Eighty-seventh Session
Fifty-eighth session of the Working Group on Communications under the Optional Protocol: 23 to 26 January 2024
Twenty-seventh session of the Working Group on Inquiries under the Optional Protocol: 25 and 26 January 2024
Eighty-seventh session: 29 January to 16 February 2024
Pre-sessional working group for the eighty-ninth session: 19 to 23 February 2024
Eighty-eighth Session
Fifty-ninth session of the Working Group on Communications under the Optional Protocol: 8 to 10 May 2024
Twenty-eighth session of the Working Group on Inquiries under the Optional Protocol: 9 and 10 May 2024
Eighty-eighth session: 13 to 31 May 2024
Pre-sessional working group for the ninetieth session: 3 to 7 June 2024
			Reports to be considered at future sessions of the Committee
The Committee tentatively confirmed that it will consider the reports of the following States parties at its eighty-seventh and eighty-eighth sessions:
Eighty-seventh session
(1) Central African Republic
(2) Djibouti
(3)	Greece
(4)	Italy
(5)	Niger
(6)	Oman
(7)	Tajikistan
(8)	Turkmenistan
Eighty-eighth session (States parties to be confirmed)
(1) Brazil
(2) El Salvador
(3)	Estonia
(4)	Kuwait
(5)	Montenegro
(6)	New Zealand
(7)	Republic of Korea
(8)	Rwanda
(9)	Singapore
		Chapter VII
		Implementation of article 21 of the Convention
	A.	Action taken by the Committee under agenda item 6
			Working Group on working methods
		The Working Group met during the session. It discussed and submitted to the Committee three draft decisions on enhanced constructive dialogues (see decision 86/4), the assessment of its pilot project to revise the structure of constructive dialogues with States parties (see decision 86/5), and an amendment to its rules of procedure on provisional concluding observations (see decision 86/6).	

		Working Group on gender-based violence against women
The working group met twice during the session. It discussed a candidacy of the Committee to chair the Platform on the Elimination of Discrimination and Violence against Women in 2024. It also discussed the mandate of the Committee in relation to gender-based violence against women.
		Working Group on the equal and inclusive participation of women in decision-making systems
[bookmark: _Hlk135987885]The working group met during the session. It discussed the outcomes of recent expert group meetings that provided inputs for the draft general recommendation on the equal and inclusive participation of women in decision-making systems, as well as side events on the general recommendations that had taken place intersessionally. The working group also discussed the next steps in the process leading to the adoption of the general recommendation scheduled to take place at the eighty-ninth session of the Committee in October 2024, including the publication online of the initial draft of the general recommendation with a call for comments and five regional meetings.
		Task force on gender stereotyping
The task force met with UNFPA during the session to discuss possible support for the elaboration of a draft general recommendation on gender stereotyping. The task force is also exploring the possibility of financial support from States parties. The draft concept note for the general recommendation is scheduled to be presented to the plenary during the eighty-seventh session of the Committee for endorsement. 
Task Force on Afghanistan 
[bookmark: _Hlk136451823]		The task force on Afghanistan met twice during the session. It discussed the possibility of elaborating a position paper on gender persecution and gender apartheid. The Committee endorsed the recommendation of the task force to elaborate a statement on the situation of women and girls in Afghanistan to be adopted at its eighty-seventh session.	
	Task Force on Ukraine  
[bookmark: _Hlk136452204]		The task force on Ukraine met during the session. It decided to request a briefing by the Independent International Commission of Inquiry on Ukraine and UNHCR during the eighty-seventh session of the Committee. The Committee endorsed the recommendation of the task force to elaborate a statement on the situation of women and girls in Ukraine to be adopted at its eighty-seventh session.
		Task force on sex/gender self-identification
	The task force met during the session to discuss next steps including the invitation of key experts, researchers and stakeholders to brief the Committee on the issue of sex/gender self-identification. The Committee decided to invite one speaker to each of its sessions in 2024. In addition, the working group decided to arrange online briefings intersessionally.
		Chapter VIII
		Provisional agenda for the eighty-seventh session
On 27 October 2023, the Committee considered and approved the following provisional agenda for its eighty-seventh session:
1.	Opening of the session.
2.	Adoption of the agenda and organization of work.
3.	Report of the Chair on activities undertaken between the eighty-sixth and eighty-seventh sessions of the Committee.
4.	Consideration of reports submitted by States parties under article 18 of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women.
5.	Follow-up to concluding observations on reports submitted by States parties under article 18 of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women. 
6.	Implementation of articles 21 and 22 of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women.
7.	Ways and means of expediting the work of the Committee.
8.	Activities of the Committee under the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women.
9.	Provisional agenda for the eighty-eighth session of the Committee.
10.	Adoption of the report of the Committee on its eighty-seventh session.
		Chapter IX
	A.	Adoption of the report
The Committee considered the draft report on its eighty-seventh session and addenda on 27 October 2023 and adopted it as orally revised during the discussion.
[Annexes will be added to the final version of the text]
	B.	Composition of the working groups of the Committee
[To be added to the final version of the report]

Annexes
Annex 1 (available under the 86th session webpage)
Annex 2 (available under the 86th session webpage)
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