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General response
While several members of the Committee observe the importance of some elements in the proposal, to strengthen deliberation of monitoring mandates of the treaty bodies, the general view of the Committee is we are skeptical that the proposal will strengthen the Treaty Body system or fit the specificity of the Committee that has the mandate under the Convention and three Optional Protocols for children who are a specific age group of persons. Standardization without taking into account diversity of the treaty bodies involves a risk of weakening of the monitoring the specific mandate of each treaty body for protection of human rights.

Predictable schedule of reviews
While some members agreed to the need of addressing the monitoring gap due to late or non-reporting as an underlying issue of the proposal of predictable schedule of reviews, concerns were raised about the compliance of the States parties with the timely submission of the reports and the idea of review in absence of reports. A question was also raised about the legality of setting a different periodicity for review from that of the reporting obligations provided in the treaties, while it was noted that the Covenant Committees have the flexibility to establish 8 year review cycle as the treaties do not provide a fixed reporting periodicity. While noting a merit of the predictable review calendar for better coordination of review by treaty bodies, some members pointed the need of including the simplified reporting procedures into the discussion if the predictable schedule of review is also for the purpose of reducing reporting burdens.

Focused review
Some members expressed interests in the concept of in-country review and the review focusing on selected themes. However, it was pointed that the practical issues such as interpretation and support especially funding support from the Secretariat need to be clarified.

Support for consensus building
The Committee on the Rights of the Child has currently many priority issues on the agenda to strengthen its own working methods but is supportive of any collective efforts aimed at strengthening treaty bodies system through consensus building while recognizing and respecting the dynamics of the work of each treaty body.
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