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From the Global Initiative to End All Corporal Punishment of Children, January 2020 This briefing provides an update on the legality of corporal punishment of children in Benin since its previous examination by the Committee in 2008. We are delighted to inform the Committee that Benin has now prohibited corporal punishment in all settings, including the home.
We hope the Committee will, in its concluding observations on Benin’s third periodic report, welcome the prohibition of all corporal punishment of children in Benin and recommend that all measures be taken to ensure implementation of the prohibition of corporal punishment in all settings, including the home, such as appropriate public education and professional training on the ban and positive, participatory and non-violent forms of education and childrearing.


1 Prohibition of all corporal punishment of children in Benin
1.1 Corporal punishment is prohibited in all settings, including the home. The Children’s Code 2015 (Loi No. 2015-08 portant code de l’enfant en République du Benin) states in article 39 (unofficial translation): “Parents or other persons legally responsible for a child will ensure that discipline is enforced in such a way as to ensure that it is treated with humanity and with respect for its human dignity. If necessary, they may punish the child. In no case may the punishment constitute a violation of the child’s physical integrity or torture or inhuman or degrading treatment. Any punishment must be education in intent and accompanied by an explanation.” Article 130 states: “The State shall ensure that discipline within the family, at school and in other public or private institutions does not involve corporal punishment or any other form of cruel or degrading treatment.”
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