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It is an honour to be here on behalf of OHCHR’s team on human rights and disability. We would like to take the opportunity to share with you some of the main developments that have taken place since the last session concerning OHCHR’s mandate to promote and protect the rights of persons with disabilities.
Human Rights Council
On 7 March, the Human Rights Council’s annual panel on the rights of persons with disabilities will take place on the theme of access to justice.  
Pursuant to Council resolution 31/6, OHCHR prepared the annual thematic study on the right to access to justice as enshrined in Article 13 of the Convention.   The report presents the Convention’s innovative approach to access to justice which not only entails the removal of barriers to ensure equal access to legal proceedings for persons with disabilities to seek and obtain effective remedies, but further, promotes the rights of persons with disabilities to contribute to and participate in all aspects of the administration of justice, as a component of active citizenship in order to shape the society in which we live.
We would like to thank the Chair of the Committee, Ms Degener, for agreeing to take part in the panel joining the Special Rapporteur on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, the Special Envoy on Disability and Accessibility and representatives of the disability movement.
Developments in regional and global instruments
· African Disability Protocol
With respect to developments from the regions, we would like to extend our congratulations to the African Union for their recent adoption of the Protocol to the African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.  This instrument was developed in a participatory and consultative manner and upholds both the letter and spirit of the CRPD.  We encourage African states to ratify the Protocol as an important instrument to advance mutual reinforcement at the national, regional and global levels with respect to the rights of persons with disabilities.  
In particular, we would encourage African States to be guided by Articles 8 and 25 of the Protocol which uphold the rights of older persons to enjoy and exercise legal capacity, in accordance with the CRPD.  The African Disability Protocol and the CRPD represent the latest standards within international human rights law on the rights of persons with disabilities and thus supersede previous instruments which fall short in this regard: in this case, the Protocol to the African Charter on the Rights of Older Persons which regrettably does not adopt a human rights based approach when it comes to the subject of legal capacity of older persons.
· Open-ended Working Group on Ageing
On the topic of the rights of older persons, the Open-Ended Working Group on Ageing will be holding its 9th session in July where it will be addressing the themes of “Autonomy and independence” and “Long term and palliative care”- two issues dependent on the recognition and exercise of legal capacity and the recognition and provision of supported decision-making.  
We would encourage the Committee to contribute to and participate in this process to ensure the development of a robust instrument to protect and promote the rights of older persons which is coherent with the Convention.  For example, the Committee could consider making a submission to the Working Group to highlight the relevance of CRPD standards on these themes.
Our Regional Office for Europe (OHCHR ROE) together with the AGE Platform Europe will be convening an expert discussion in April in Brussels in preparation of the Working Group’s 9th session.     
We would encourage the Committee to participate in this meeting and the wider work of the WG to the end of sustaining and reinforcing the Convention’s acquis within the international legal framework.




· Oviedo draft additional protocol
Continued vigilance over the Convention’s acquis is a necessity in light of many developments which impact on the rights of persons with disabilities.  The Committee is aware of the process within the Council of Europe to continue drafting the additional protocol to the Oviedo Convention which seeks to regulate forced treatment and involuntary hospitalisation of persons with psychosocial disabilities in violation of their human rights as enshrined in the CRPD.  We encourage the Committee to continue engaging with the Council of Europe and its member states in this regard.  One positive development from early this year has been the position of Portugal to officially oppose this draft protocol.  We hope that you will join us in encouraging other States to follow Portugal’s lead in standing up to its commitments enshrined in the CRPD.
· Mental health and human rights consultation
As many of you will recall, Portugal, together with Brazil, has led the adoption of two Human Rights Council resolutions on mental health and human rights- the latest adopted last September.  This resolution was co-sponsored by 59 States and calls for the full integration of a human rights perspective into mental health and community services.  
As mandated by this resolution, OHCHR is organising a one and a half day consultation on 14-15 May bringing together governments, experts, including three Special Rapporteurs- the Special Rapporteur on the rights of persons with disabilities, on health, and on torture-, as well as representatives of the user and survivor movement with the objective of identifying strategies  to  promote  human  rights  in  mental  health  and  to  eliminate discrimination,  stigma,  violence,  coercion  and  abuse. We invite the Committee to participate in this consultation.
SDGs
· EU-OHCHR project
With respect to the 2030 Agenda, OHCHR continues to carry out the Bridging the Gap project, in partnership with the EU, which aims to develop tools to facilitate SDGs implementation guided by the CRPD.  We have begun the work on developing human rights indicators on the CRPD and hope to shortly be consulting with you on a first draft set.
· 2020 census round
It has been over two years since the adoption of the SDGs, and time is of the essence to operationalise the 2030 agenda.  One crucial factor is systematic data disaggregation to help achieve and measure the goals.  As countries begin preparing and carrying out the 2020 census round, we call on National Statistics Offices to incorporate the Washington Group Short Set of Questions on disability to ensure an important baseline for comparison without which it will not be possible to engage in effective and inclusive policymaking nor measure progress to know whether persons with disabilities are still being left behind.  We encourage the Committee to continue to raise this with States Parties and call for them to incorporate the Washington group questions within their population and housing censuses for this 2020 round, in fulfilment of both Article 31 of the CRPD and Goal 17 of the SDGs.
CRPD elections
Last but not least, we would like to address the upcoming elections of the CRPD Committee and to reiterate the call to States parties to consider innovative measures for nominations at the national level and elections at the global level in order to restore gender balance within the Committee.  We would also like to encourage the Committee to continue actively engaging with States parties in this sense to uphold the principles of gender and regional balance contained in the UN Charter and the Convention itself.   
We look forward to continuing our close cooperation with the Committee and its Secretariat team and we wish you a very fruitful 19th session.
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