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After its consideration of  Yemen's Fourth Periodic Report, in July 2005, the  Human Rights Committee observed: 

19. The Committee regrets that no response was provided by the delegation to the question whether Yemen law recognizes a right to conscientious objection to military service (art. 18).

The State party should ensure that persons liable for military service may claim the status of conscientious objector and perform alternative service that is not of a punitive character.

There seems in the Fifth Periodic Report to be no reference to this Concluding Observation, or indeed to the entire question of military service.   The only reference to Article 18 of the Covenant is a terse reference to the previous report,
 and addresses the Committee's repeated expression of concern about restrictions on the ability to change one's religion.  It is therefore most desirable that the Committee pursue this unanswered question. 

Background

The detailed legislation governing military recruitment in Yemen has not been traced.  Sources however agree that all men aged between 18 and 30 are liable for military service.  Different sources quote different durations of compulsory service, but the most recent, the Military Balance 2010, states that this is of two years.

Implementation of the system is reportedly disorganised, as a result of which only a small proportion of those eligible actually perform military service.
  The total strength of the armed forces, including conscripts, is currently estimated at 67,000;
 while the number of males reaching “military significant age” annually is given as 274,000.
 

Nevertheless, shortcomings in the birth registration system make it hard for those who are not yet eligible for military service to prove this if summoned.  The principal safeguard against random recruitment is the possession of certification of having completed military service; also such certification is needed for various official purposes, for instance in order to be permitted to leave the country or to obtain a University degree. 

It does not seem that there is any provision for a potential recruit to make a claim of conscientious objection to military service, nor for an alternative service of a civilian nature which such a recruit could give to his country.  Any potential conscientious objector would therefore face the penalties appropriate to failure to report for military service (up to two years’ imprisonment) or possibly even evasion or desertion (up to three years’ imprisonment).
  

Suggestion for the List of Issues

The Committee notes that no response has been given to paragraph 19 of its previous concluding observations, which itself referred to the lack of a reply to questions about conscientious objection to military service.  It again requests the State Party to give details of military service requirements and whether there are provisions to allow the exercise of conscientious objection to such service.   
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