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[bookmark: _Toc204680915]Introduction 

Kalaallit Nunaat (Greenland) was a Danish colony from 1721 up until 1953, strictly monopolized and isolated. To keep Kalaallit Nunaat within the Danish Kingdom after WWII, Kalaallit Nunaat was rapidly transformed into a Danish County, due to international law. In the period 1953-1979 there was a rapid and pervasive modernization of the former colony based on Danish systems and structures. In 1979 the Homerule was introduced. The Homerule was replaced by the Self-government (Naalakkersuisut) in 2009, so in many ways we are dealing with a very young society still trying to navigate under post-colonial relations and structures. 
90% of the population of approximately 56.500 people are Inuit and the main language is Kalaallisut (Greenlandic) however our modern society is built after European traditions and in many public institutions the working language is Danish. 
It should also be noted that Kalaallit Nunaat is very widespread (almost 2.2 mio km2) and infrastructurally there are great challenges especially for the cities in north, east and south of Kalaallit Nunaat. Travel between towns has to be by boat or airplane, thus travelling is expensive, often with a lot of delays or cancellations. Under some circumstances receiving help or intervening depends on weather conditions and public transport. This means that access to social services, medical care, education etc. for citizens vary significantly depending on where you live in Kalaallit Nunaat.

We would like to recommend the committee to revisit the report of Special Rapporteur on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, José Francisco Calí Tzay,[footnoteRef:1],   from his visit in Greenland from August 2023, and Report of the Independent Expert on human rights and international solidarity, Cecilia Bailliet 2025[footnoteRef:2], as they are still highly relevant. [1:  https://www.ohchr.org/en/documents/country-reports/ahrc5431add1-visit-denmark-and-greenland-report-special-rapporteur-rights,
]  [2:  Denmark and Greenland ] 



[bookmark: _Toc204680916]General measures  
Article 2: No discrimination, Article 4: Making Rights Real, Article 17: Access to information, Article 42: Everyone must know Children´s Rights 
In 1993 Kalaallit Nunaat agreed to the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC). In the following we would like to highlight some general challenges in fulfilling the conventions. 
· Lack of local engagement and leadership concerning child protection. 
Due to our colonial and post-colonial history we need to engage and activate our communities and citizens to take responsibility and to contribute to a positive and appropriate cultural change. Too much responsibility is left for the authorities, while citizens have been pacified by foreign structures imposed on the Kalaallit people. There is a significant need for addressing and adjusting local approaches towards children and young people. To accommodate real child safeguarding and reduce neglect, sexual violence and discrimination, we need to reprocess and concretely address acceptable behavior towards children and clarify children´s needs in a comprehensible manner, that will comply on a national level. In small communities it can be difficult to address unacceptable or inappropriate behavior towards children since it potentially will impact relations in the whole community. The issue of possible incapacitated staff should be addressed as well, since the main goal is child protection and well-being for every child.
A National view of children will help people understand and reflect on the Rights of the Child, and most important convert children´s rights to everyday life in a cultural appropriate way. This goes for both online and physical arenas.
Optimally Naalakkersuisut, civil society and NGOs will come together to campaign and push for a positive change for children and youth in Kalaallit Nunaat.

· Insufficient data collection affects child rights compliance negatively 
The lack of sufficient and continuous data in nearly all areas around the social, health and demographic spheres has a negative effect on Human Rights worth mentioning as well. Since data is not collected systematically with a Human Rights Based Approach data has insufficient disaggregation. Measures are most often not evaluated at all, and thus we cannot tell if the measure has the desired effect. To sum up, the lack of data makes it difficult to monitor and protect children´s rights purposefully and efficiently. 
Knowledge and best practices about children´s rights should be integrated in education and trainings of relevant employees, such as teachers, social workers, pedagogues and health care staff to ensure a strong and continues compliance with the Child Rights Convention in Kalaallit Nunaat.
Furthermore an obligation to real child participation integrated in Kalaallit legislation will benefit the process, child well-being and our society.

· Language barriers
Even though Kalaallisut is the official language, there are very few opportunities to learn the language to an extent that is useful professionally since most of the learning programs are focused on basic levels. In many public and private organizations, employees learning the language is not a priority. Due to a relatively high amount of guest workers, we also have quite high employee turnover, which challenge both the language issue and continuity.
Most of the public homepages are in both Kalaallisut and Danish, but the Kalaallisut version is often the translated one which can create wrong interpretations or words being misused. 

· Lack of access to online information – reader function
Citizens who either have difficulties reading, or in other ways need a reader function to secure access to information, do not have the same admission to information as readers have. Government- and authority webpages do not have a reader function. This is of course problematic, especially in a potential crisis situation, people with special needs cannot access information on what to do. Internet access in more remote places is both insufficient and very expensive. Especially remote places need the internet the most to connect to the rest of the world, to access information, education, communication and information about rights outside the settlement. 

· Lack of Knowledge and guidelines about online safety
The lack of access to the internet also means that knowledge about safe online behavior is not widely available. This lack of awareness creates a potential for online abuse and cybercrime. Meeqqat Isummersorfii (National Children´s Advisory Board) chose to discuss Online Safety on the latest Children Summit in October 2024. The recommendations from the children were clear: we need adults to take responsibility for a safer Internet for children! Professionals and authorities should learn about SoMe and online behavior with a Rights based approach, to support children and youth in an appropriate way. There ought to be an awareness campaign for both adults and children, so we can create safer internet for children and young people. As in many other parts of the world, online abuse is relatively widespread and should be addressed immediately.

· Lack of specific measures to protect minority groups
Minority groups such as persons with disabilities, LGBTQI+, monolingual individuals and women and girls face many discriminatory challenges such as prejudice, violence and lack of inclusive activities or access. These groups are acknowledged as extra exposed to risk and discrimination in the Conventions and there should be explicit measures to accommodate both risk and inclusion for specific groups. Safeguarding measures ought to be an integrated part of procedures around these minorities.

· Focus needed towards young men in risk positions
At the same time, men are facing challenges in the adaption between traditional hunting society and the modernized society in need of other types of skills. Women are overly represented in the educational system and in the smaller settlements there are a relatively larger number of young men being “left behind”. Men are overly represented in suicide statistics and find it more difficult in general to seek help.

· Lack of implementation and follow-up
In general measures, guidelines and strategies are often developed and prepared by academics and can thereby be somewhat disconnected with local reality in the different regions of Kalaallit Nunaat. Even though a strategy suggests relevant measures they will not necessarily be possible to fulfill in reality. This needs to be addressed in future strategies, otherwise they only look good on paper, and the children will experience no improvement.

· Insufficient and discontinuous child participation
Child participation is inconsistent and insufficient even though we see an increasing interest and focus on child participation from Naalakkersuisut. However, it is very dependent on the individual minister or management in the different authorities to what extent child participation is executed. It is executed when convenient, not as an established practice

Q: How will Naalakkersuisut work to reduce the inequality in opportunities concerning basic rights for children and youth in Kalaallit Nunaat regardless of place of residence, gender and social status? 
Q: How will Naalaakkersuisut ensure a national Rights based view of children and a national implementation of safeguarded environments in children’s arenas? 
Q: How will Naalakkersuit work to ensure that children in Kalaallit Nunaat is met in safeguarded environments by well-educated or -trained personal in crucial arenas of life i.e. in schools and daycare facilities but also when there is a need for a more in dept help i.e. social workers and other staff members? 

[bookmark: _Toc204680917]Indigenous aspects
Article 28: Access to Education, article 30: Minority culture, Language and Religion, article 31: Rest, Play Culture, Arts
As we recognize the Government of Greenland´s (Naalakkersuisut) attempt to address the violations of children´s rights in Kalaallit Nunaat, we will highlight some of the issues still highly relevant to ensure the compliance of CRC. 
The systems and structures of our government and institutions are overall centralized and based on inherent Danish structures that are not adapted to neither the Inuit culture nor the infrastructure of Kalaallit Nunaat. As mentioned, this challenges a wide range of rights to equal access – for instance the right to education, to health care, adequate housing, Justice and so on. Furthermore, it produces a higher risk of rights violations and discrimination for minority groups such as people with disabilities, LGBTQI+, and people in out-of-home care.
· Intergenerational trauma is not properly addressed
We see intergenerational trauma due to colonization and the Danish postcolonial assimilation effort, which are not sufficiently addressed and treated. Danish structures, culture and language imposed on Inuit, as well as trauma from rights violations such as the social experiment and legally fatherless; basically, Inuit deprived from their culture, language and family to mention some examples. The historical investigation approved by both Danish and Greenlandic Governments in 2023 has not yet begun.

· Monolingual Inuit are discriminated du to limitations in access to education
Even though Greenlandic (Kalaallisut) is the official language in Kalaallit Nunaat, monolingual Inuit will have limited access to education and is thus de facto discriminated. We recognize that a small population cannot provide public services to the same extent as larger populations, however measures should be taken to ensure all children have the same access to education and thereby life opportunities. At Ilisimatusarfik, the University of Greenland, you will still have to apply (and thus can be denied) for performing your exam in Kalaallisut. No application is necessary if you execute your exam in Danish or English. 

· Lack of access to education for persons with disabilities
Specific measures to include persons with functional impairments into the education system are also very inadequate and significantly increase the risk of being sidelined in life opportunities. Instead of seeking out skills and competences, people with disabilities are often exempted from exams and thereby from graduating. Their future is often limited to an existence on a small disability transfer income with no or limited help. 

· Legislation and action plans not culturally and demographically adapted and thus difficult to implement
Naalakkersuisut has taken a centralized approach to adopting legislation and action plans, with limited consultations and participation by affected right holders. It is Danish-inherited structures that seem unfit to relevantly include, engage, and reach citizens of remote areas. Often our legislation is ambitious and the good intensions of protecting children appear clear, however adherence is not possible in all parts of Kalaallit Nunaat and for all children. This issue is not addressed properly in the making of legislation or action plans.
Impacts of legislation and specific measures are undocumented, purely evaluated and often not culturally appropriate.
Naalakkersuisut has been working on an action plan on compliance with the Convention of the Rights of the Child since 2021. The Action plan has potential for much better and more systematic child participation in Kalaallit Nunaat if realized. The process has continuously been delayed, and the Action plan is not yet finished and implemented but is currently in public hearing once more. 

Q: How will Naalakkersuisut ensure that all children in Kalaallit Nunaat have equal access and opportunity to their rights to important matters such as education, health care and child participation, not just in theory but in practice as well?

[bookmark: _Toc204680918]Family conservation
Article 5: Family Guidance as children develop, article 9: Keeping families together, article 18: Responsibility of parents, article 23: Children with disabilities, article 27: Food, clothing, a safe home, Article 26: Social and economic help
A large number of children are placed in out-of-home care and a high number of families are separated. A high number of parents struggle with the results of intergenerational trauma and getting sufficient help to break the cycle is not easy. Social services struggle with their workload, and it is not seldom to hear that when parents reach out for help, out of home care is the first suggested solution. Most parenting challenges is a combination of untreated intergenerational trauma and substance abuse, mainly alcohol and cannabis. In the following, we would like to highlight our concerns: 
· Unequal access to support measures
Even though there is a national parenting preparation program, MANU, it is not implemented widely in the municipalities, again creating a gap between opportunities. It would be useful to evaluate the use of MANU so proper changes can be made to make sure that the program can be adapted in all parts of Kalaallit Nunaat and give families across the country equal opportunities in training parenting skills. A National View on Children could underpin the process addressing good parenting in a Kalaallit context.

· Lack of support and opportunity for families with children with special needs
Support and help for families are almost non-existent outside of Nuuk. Especially for families with children who have special needs, forcing families to either move to Denmark or seek help and support in other ways – again creating a gap between those who have the resources to continuously and insistent seek help in other ways and those who struggle with making ends meet. It takes a lot of resources to gain basic help in Kalaallit Nunaat. 

· Slow and insufficient authority reaction to notifications about children in vulnerable situations
The lack of resources in smaller towns and settlements in the municipality makes it difficult to spot struggling families in need of support. It is not seldom to see children from vulnerable families have many reports on need of support before the municipality handles their case. Often meaning that when help arrives the only option is to place the child in out-of-home care. 

· Lack of official poverty line in Kalaallit Nunaat
There is no poverty line in Kalaallit Nunaat making it uncertain just how many families are exposed to poverty. The lack of data concerning this very important risk factor makes it difficult to ensure proper help and guidance to families exposed to poverty. 

Q: How will Naalakkersuisut ensure that social and/or economic cultural adjusted support for vulnerable families is accessible, regardless of place of residence?
Q: How will Naalakkersuisut ensure that help and guidance is available– with consideration to language and cultural adjustments in all parts of Kalaallit Nunaat? 
Q: How will Naalakkersuisut work to ensure timely support for children in high-risk environments?

[bookmark: _Toc204680919]Children placed in Out of Home Care 
Article 3: Best interest of the child, Article 20: Children without families, Article 25: Review of a child´s placement, Article 12: Respect for children´s views 
6,3% of all children and youth in Kalaallit Nunaat are placed in Out of Home Care (OHC) for a period of time or throughout their childhood. In comparison the number in Denmark is 1% of all children. Just under half of the children are placed in foster families and the other half in institutions. Almost half of the OHC institutions in Greenland are private owned– 11 out of a total of 27 institutions. In addition to this, children in some cases are placed by Authorities in “project” OHC or in institutions not yet properly authorized, either because of a lack of free institutional places or due to the child´s behavior, putting other children at risk. 
We wish to draw attention to the following issues:
· Lack of alternative measures to out og home care in more remote areas
As recognized earlier our small population and vast country set limits to the resources we have providing sufficient social services. It is difficult – close to impossible - for the more remote settlements to comply with our legislation and in practice offer alternatives to OHC to vulnerable families. This increases the risk of skipping preventative and more proportional steps in the process of protecting children in vulnerable families.

· Social workers in risk of burnout and incapacity
Social workers in Kalaallit Nunaat have a noteworthy workload, handling cases far beyond the recommended number. In addition to the number of cases, the mental workload is worth mentioning. Due to our infrastructure, you will have to work in the same town as you live in. This means that you will meet clients outside of work in your daily life activities all the time, thus repeatedly reminded of work in your leisure time as well. In many of the smaller settlements, case workers are not sufficiently educated for the job, some are the only one handling cases in the given town which increases the risk of burnout and incapacity. This means that both the case work process and quality is potentially insufficient and that follow up and child participation at best is deficient.
Furthermore the structure and methods around case management are inherited Danish structures and methods, not well suited for culture and infrastructure in Kalaallit Nunaat.

· Lack of follow-up and professional standards in OHC challenge child protection
As mentioned, we have relatively many residential institutions for children (0-17 yo) for our small population, 353 residential care places in total, not counting the institutions not properly authorized and Project placements. Monitoring the pedagogical quality of the institutions, how the children thrive and develop in the placement and specialized professional standards is  insufficient, which is a serious and continuous violation of the children’s rights and safeguarding when engaged with the OHC system.
The institutions are (like the municipalities) struggling to recruit qualified staff to fulfill the need of professionals, however this is not a new challenge, focused measures should be taken to accommodate this challenge in a cultural appropriate manner.

· Lack of knowledge among professionals about children’s rights
Social workers in general have not sufficient knowledge about children´s rights or how to execute both legislation and Rights adequately. It ought to be part of the education how to convert CRC as well as legislation into practice in a comprehensible manner – also targeted uneducated staff.
The lack of knowledge, the unreasonable workload and lack of alternatives causes continuous child rights violations as the adults cannot conduct the casework, inform the children properly about their rights or provide proper complaint guide for the vulnerable children and families.  

· Children in OHC in high risk of stigmatization and discrimination
Children placed in OHC are often met with prejudice and negative assumptions towards their behavior. Both the public opinion and the narrative from authorities around children placed in OHC is generally very stigmatizing and thus potentially lead to self-reinforcing negative and unhealthy life choices. A coordinated effort to change this demeaning stigma on children in OHC towards an including and supportive attitude is urgent.
A cross-sectoral and cross-country cooperation with the intension to safely reduce out-of-home placements for children and adolescents was initiated in 2024. SafeHarbour Greenland was initiated by the University of Greenland and Hope University of Liverpool, UK. The method is based on Theory of Change and involves all relevant actors around OHC, authorities, NGO´s residential institutions and people placed in OHC. To work intentionally the project requires both funding and political endorsement. The project has great potential to safely reduce OHC placements and define best practice in a Greenlandic context.
Q: How will Naalakkersuisut address, improve and ensure relevant and sufficient child rights protection in the OHC system in Kalaallit Nunaat?

Children and the Judicial system 
Article 19: Protection from violence, article 33: Protection from harmful drugs, article 34: Protection from sexual abuse, article 40: Children who break the Law
The justice system is still under Danish jurisdiction, and thus a Danish responsibility, so some of the questions will be asked towards the Danish state and some to the Greenlandic Government, Naalakkersuisut. 
Crime rates in Kalaallit Nunaat are very high. Despite different measures to try to prevent domestic violence, such as a Strategy and Action Plan against Violence valid from 2014-2017, numbers are still very high. Most violence happens in domestic arenas or between people with some type of relation to each other. In connection to this, there have been various campaigns against violence, including new websites with information material for professionals and citizens about violence. The police have also run the campaign "Conversation instead of domestic violence", where they engage in dialogue with those involved in violent incidents in their homes.
But Police statistics still show that we are not good enough to protect our children and young people. In 2024, there were 170 reports of violent crimes where the victim was 0-17 years old. In addition, 401 reports of domestic disturbance with children present were reported.
· Lack of knowledge about psychological violence and online abuse
Despite the criminalization of psychological violence in 2024, both the general population and professional actors lack knowledge about how to define psychological violence. The same can be said about online abuse such as grooming, which is also criminalized. We thus lack the knowledge and the tools to combat violence. Very few cases in the judicial system concern psychological violence against children, although this type of violence is just as harmful as physical violence.

· Reactive approach to domestic violence 
Knowing that most violent incidents, abuse and neglect take place within domestic arenas and relations, it is of great concern that no systematic and continuous measures are taken to ensure child protection in families in risk circumstances. Authorities have a reactive approach and only intervene after the damage is done. We need to change this approach to include a more proactive and preventative approach, to protect children before neglect or abuse takes place according to their Right to a safe childhood.

· Lack of measures towards preventing online abuse
Online abuse, bullying and stigmatization are matters in urgent need of attention. Naalakkersuisut has taken measures to criminalize online abuse such as grooming, however legislation alone is not enough. The general public as well as children need to understand what it means and how to prevent it, if legislation is to have an effect. As Meeqqat Isummersorfii pointed out, there is a general lack of knowledge amongst both professional adults, parents and other children. Furthermore, we need systematic measures to prevent and react to online harm.
In a UNICEF survey from 2023 in Kalaallit Nunaat, children express explicitly, that children in vulnerable situations should have proper help. The children see fellow children struggle due to abuse in the household, and they are aware of how difficult circumstances lead to unhealthy life choices, self-harm and more abuse. This is quoted from children´s own voices and illustrates the urgent need for action from authorities and adults. 
Currently, no comprehensive strategy exists for preventing and combating violence against children, and awareness-raising and education programs, including campaigns, remain very limited. Furthermore, efforts to prevent violent child-rearing are not sufficiently targeted at families where special risk factors, such as poverty, addiction, disability, parental abuse, and cultural background, are present.
Q: How will Naalakkersuisut initiate preventive campaigns or measures against violence and abuse aimed directly at children and young people?
Q: How will Naalakkersuisut ensure help and rehabilitation for children and young people who experience violence, including psychological violence, and abuse?
Q: How will Naalakkersuisut work on educating both parents and children on how to prevent online abuse and other cybercrime but also what to do if you already are a victim of cybercrime?

Article 33: Protection from harmful drugs 
For many years, there has been a great focus on alcohol abuse since it plays a dominant part in child rights violations such as neglect, sexual abuse and violence, while drug abuse has played a smaller role in the public debate. However, several professionals in social and health fields express strong concern about increasing cannabis abuse among both young people and adults. Statistics from the Greenlandic Police shows an increase in the number of violations related to drugs. Furthermore, cannabis is extremely expensive in Kalaallit Nunaat, consequently additional challenges follow, like poverty, crime, neglect and desperation to find money for the addiction.
Habits for alcohol and drug use are often formed in adolescence and the earlier a young person gets drunk or tries cannabis, the greater the risk of establishing a lifestyle that includes alcohol and cannabis, and the higher the risk of developing negative health effects related to consumption. Furthermore, the difficult life circumstances for the child that increase the risk of unhealthy life choices are not properly addressed.
· Lack of knowledge and opportunity to change lifestyle
Due to our small and relatively isolated communities, it can be very difficult to break out of unhealthy relationships or communities and change your lifestyle. At the same time, there is a need for a common understanding of how bad drinking, smoking ect. is – especially for young people. Many young people learn how to smoke, drink etc. at home with their parents when they are too young.

· Child protection should be a priority in policymaking around substance abuse and accessibility 
In general, a lot of the substance abuse in society stems from intergenerational trauma and a way for people to self-medicate. For this cycle to break there is a need for more in-depth trauma handling. Furthermore, there is a need for a strict policy about the accessibility of alcohol that focuses more on protecting children than ensuring adult´s “right” to alcohol. Misuse of alcohol and cannabis plays a significant part in our high numbers of crime, child abuse and suicide, and yet there are very little restrictions on alcohol´s availability.

· Targeted and holistic measures for families in abusive situations
It is necessary to address the challenges that lead to alcohol- and cannabis misuse, since addicts cannot just choose to stop without support. Tough life circumstances have often led to the abuse, and stigmatization and exclusion is keeping the struggle alive. To protect the children in high-risk families authorities, need to intervene in the adults possibilities around unhealthy choices.
Q: How will Naalakkersuisut initiate preventive campaigns on drug abuse aimed directly at children and young people?
Q: How will Naalakkersuisut prepare regional and local measures against abuse in collaboration with the local population, so that efforts in this regard have the best possible effect?

Article 34: Protection from sexual abuse 
Sexual abuse is an area which continues to be a significant focus for the authorities, NGOs and the Greenland Police. Although cases of sexual abuse of children show a decrease in the annually report from the Greenlandic Police - from 249 reports in 2023 of rape of children, sexual relations with a child under 15 and indecent assault against children to 193 reports in 2024. This development, seen in isolation, paints a positive picture, even though the number of reports per capita remains very high. It is therefore important that society maintains a sustained focus on combating abuse of children and take the measures necessary to combat abuse and neglect. It also needs to be recognized that a high number of police reports regarding sexual abuse can be seen as a positive sign since people then realize they have been victims of a crime. 
· Lack of knowledge about handling children that show signs of abuse
The municipalities, including schools, are often the first place where abuse and neglect may be detected. However, in many cases, professionals lack adequate knowledge of the required municipal procedures in such cases and are not properly trained to see signs of abuse or to communicate with children about such matters. As a result, incidents of abuse and neglect are not consistently identified or handled professionally.

· Long waiting lists for support measures for children exposed to sexual abuse or violence
Children and young people who are exposed to violence or sexual abuse often do not disclose their experiences, and when they do, it is a long process. Børnerejseholdet (The Children's Travelling psychological treatment Team) is a nationwide treatment service that includes assessment and treatment for children and young people. In addition, competence development is offered to professionals in the field. The team's efforts in a town/settlement are generally lasting a year with occasional visits and take place partly from Nuuk and partly by outbound activities. 
If the National Board of Health and Welfare receives more requests than Børnerejseholdet has the capacity to cover, the National Board of Health and Welfare will have to prioritize the requests. It is therefore not guaranteed that the team will be activated after the request has been sent. It is important that we secure sufficient and culturally adapted help is provided to children and young people who have been subjected to sexual abuse, even if we must find alternative measures.

· Specific measures about attitude adjustments towards child protection
We need a nationwide attitude adjustment towards sexual behaviors around and towards children and young people. People need to understand why and what is expected of them, to be able to change attitudes or behaviors. People in abusive environments do not necessarily understand that their behavior is wrong since they themselves have been victims of abuse and need support and guidance to change their behavior.
Q: How will Naalakkersuisut ensure that sufficient support and coping strategies are provided to children and young people who have been subjected to sexual abuse? 
Q: How will Naalakkersuisut ensure that the adults (professionals and/or foster parents) have the competencies needed to provide the appropriate support and assistance?
Q: How will Naalakkersuisut prevent potential abusive behaviors or offenders to act on their impulses to prevent more children from being abused? 

Article 40: Children who break the Law 
Children who break the law are a highly neglected group that need immediate attention. Focus is often on the wrongdoing and thus stigmatizing the child as a bad child, instead of focusing on the conditions that brought the child to misbehave. Measures to prevent and protect children in risk of breaking the law are close to non-existing. No systematic trauma treatment, learning of coping strategies or just a continuous safe adult to show the way to better life choices. Some children are lucky to find this, but it is rather random.
· Children in OHC overrepresented in crime rates and receive no support
Unfortunately, there is an overrepresentation of children from OHC in crime rates – especially with vandalism and theft. This showcases a lack of socio-pedagogical workers in OHC institutions and a lack of liability by the municipality. When children under the age of 18 commit a serious crime, there is one institution equipped to receive the youth, however, here too is a lack of competent and professional staff and a lack of appropriate programs to support these children. In many cases as soon as the child turns 18 they are moved to a correctional institution, Anstalt (Greenlandic prison) where they will serve together with adult inmates regardless of their level of maturity. 

· No measures of rehabilitation or safe environments for children who has committed a crime
When a child has committed a serious crime and ends up in an Anstalt, there are very few special measures to protect them or to rehabilitate them in a safe way. If the young person chooses to serve the full sentence, they are released to no protective measures. To some of these young people the Anstalt thus provides a safer environment than the abusive surroundings they are released to. We have examples of young men choosing to commit a crime just to get back into the Anstalt.

· Lack of strategy and coordinated preventative measures towards juvenile crime
There have been several cases recently where young people have been involved in violent crime. Police statistics from 2024 show 376 reports where the perpetrator is 15-17 years old. Currently, no comprehensive strategy exists for preventing the raising numbers of juvenile crime and the preventive programs are close to non-existent. 
These children are often met with prejudice and condemnation regardless of what life circumstances brought them down the given path. Especially children In OHC are subject to suspicion, prejudice and public judgement. Focus ought to be on how adults, systems and community have failed this child, and how to provide proper support for the child. So, in addition to a very difficult and abusive upbringing, the child is also blamed for bad behavior.
Q: How will Naalakkersuisut ensure that sufficient support is provided to children and young people at risk of committing crimes?
Q: How will the Danish Government in cooperation with Naalakkersuisut ensure the protection of youth criminal offenders and support them in creating a life without crime? 
Q: how will the Danish Government in cooperation with Naalakkersuisut secure safe and rehabilitative facilities and measures for children and youth in risk of committing crime as well as for children who has already committed a crime?

[bookmark: _Toc204680920]Climate 
Article 24: Health, water, food, environment 
All over Kalaallit Nunaat a rising number of families struggle to make ends meet. Rising prices on everyday groceries and a scarce selection challenges families - especially families working on minimal wages. The supply of groceries is challenged by climate change, and it is not seldom that settlements run out of basic groceries long before the next ship arrives. Climate changes also affect hunters and fishers hunting grounds making it difficult to supply groceries with traditional foods. We would like to address some of the concerns:
· Lack of knowledge and access to healthy nutrition
A rising number of children in Kalaallit Nunaat suffers from obesity often because there is not enough guidance in proper nutrition and an insufficient access to healthy foods, either due to high prices or limited deliveries. Often unhealthy food products are more affordable than healthy foods.

· Variable water supply
In many settlements in Kalaallit Nunaat, the inhabitants get their water from the common water supply and use composting toilets. Thus, the household has no running water or tab water, which can affect hygiene negatively. 

· Lack of proper waste handling in remote areas
The local landfill site is a mixture of alle kinds of garbage and spontaneous combustion is known to happen. Proper garbage handling would decrease the health hazard. 
Composting toilets are emptied using black plastic bags. These plastic bags are driven to the landfill where they will exist forever or end up being burnt in open air.
The landfill sites can release toxic gases which will flow around with the wind with no filters, exposing children to unhealthy chemicals.
Even though measures have been taken (establishing a waste management company across the municipalities), many settlements have difficulties in waste management – with yearly dispensations on burning of waste. This influences the overall health and environmental status of the settlements.

· Lack of knowledge and thus local liability towards waste management
Over time, life coexisting with nature is challenged in some settlements and has been exchanged for a life with a lot of waste and no plan to decrease the amount of waste. Knowledge on how much this waste affects our ecosystem and health is needed for locals to take responsibility for the local communities. 

· Potential for real child participation in making a National Climate Strategy
In 2024 Kalaallit Nunaat ratified the Paris Agreement, which is very positive. However, we have yet to see how Naalakkersuisut will ensure real child participation in the process. 
At the children´s Summit in both 2021 and 2022 Meeqqat Isummersorfii (the children Advisory Board) chose climate as the topic. The children point out that they worry a lot about climate change, they are aware of how the weather and ice conditions are rapidly changing, and that it affects lives and hunting grounds. They elaborate on how they are negatively affected by the amount of garbage lying around or handled inappropriately, and call for action from politicians, from citizens and from fellow children.
Q: How will Naalakkersuisut ensure that proper measures are taken to handle waste in respect of local need, environment and children´s health. 
Q: How do Naalakkersuisut plan to involve children and youth in making a climate strategi for Kalaallit Nunaat?

[bookmark: _Toc204680921]Closing remarks 
As mentioned, we understand our infrastructure and demography entail challenges especially towards equal access and protection. This is not a new challenge, and we need to address it concretely, culturally appropriate and innovatively. In this process we need to integrate continuous child participation and evaluation of measures taken to use our scarce resources most effective for the benefit of our children and our society. 
Furthermore, we acknowledge that neither of us can make the extensive changes alone, we are ready to support Naalakkersuisut achieve our common goal to secure a safe and healthy childhood for all children in Kalaallit Nunaat to our best ability. 
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