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Corporal punishment is lawful in the home. Provisions against violence and abuse in the Family Law (1999), the Law on the Protection of the Rights of the Child (1996, amended 2003), the Domestic Violence Act (2004), the Law on Crime Prevention (1997) and the Criminal Code (amended 2002), are not interpreted as prohibiting all corporal punishment in childrearing. The Family Law is under review, with revisions due for consideration in Parliament by 2010. Proposals have been made to include prohibition of corporal punishment. The Criminal Code was also being revised in 2009, and there are plans to revise the Law on the Protection of the Rights of the Child.

Corporal punishment is prohibited in schools by amendments to the Education Law passed in December 2006. In the penal system, it is unlawful as a sentence for crime but is not prohibited as a disciplinary measure in penal institutions. 
There is no explicit prohibition of corporal punishment in alternative care settings. Proposals have been made to prohibit corporal punishment in care institutions in the revised Family Law.

Research has found a high prevalence of corporal punishment of children. For example, in 2005, only 12 out of 600 children surveyed had not been subjected to any form of punishment; 71.1% reported being beaten at school and 41.9% reported experiencing verbal abuse. The figures were higher for children from children’s institutions (85.1% reported being beaten, 38.8% subjected to verbal abuse, 38.8% slapped and 26% hit with rubber batons and subjected to harsh physical experiences and labour). At home, 42.3% of 10-11 and 14-15 year olds reported being regularly punished at home; 67.4% of rural children reported being constantly beaten at home.
 According to statistics from UNICEF on violence in the family, 79% of children aged 2-14 experienced physical punishment and/or psychological aggression in 2005-2006.

The Committee on the Rights of the Child has twice recommended that the state party prohibit all corporal punishment of children, including in the home and all other forms of childcare – in 2005 in its concluding observations on Mongolia’s initial report (CRC/C/15/Add.263, para. 30) and in 2010 on the second report (CRC/C/MNG/CO/3-4 Advance Unedited Version, paras. 8, 37, 38, 41, 59 and 60).
We hope the Committee Against Torture will now urge the Government of Mongolia to enact legislation to explicitly prohibit corporal punishment of children in the home and all other settings as a matter of priority, and to support law reform with appropriate public education and professional training on positive, participatory and non-violent forms of discipline.
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