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Suggestions for disability-relevant recommendations 
Human Rights Committee, 106th session (15 October - 2 November 2012)
The International Disability Alliance (IDA) has prepared the following suggestions for the Concluding Observations in the absence of a State Report.
COTE D'IVOIRE
Cote d’Ivoire signed the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) and its Optional Protocol on 7 June 2007.
IDA suggested Recommendations:
· Take steps to ratify the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) and its Optional Protocol.
Articles 3 and 7

· Address the heightened risk for women and girls with disabilities of becoming victims of violence, abuse, exploitation and harmful practices in the home, community and institutions, and to adopt measures to ensure the accessibility of services and information to victims with disabilities, including training of police and other interlocutors. 
Articles 7 and 9

· Take steps to remove children with disabilities from institutions and to develop community based services and support (including increased social assistance and welfare benefits) to ensure that families can care for their children at home. Equally, adopt measures to ensure that adults with disabilities can benefit from community based services and live in the community. 

Articles 2, 7, 10 and 26

· Adopt measures to ensure that all health care and services provided to children and adults with disabilities, including all mental health care and services, are based on the free and informed consent of the individual concerned, and that involuntary treatment and confinement are not permitted by law. Ensure that reproductive health services are respectful of the dignity and integrity of persons with disabilities based on the free and informed consent of the individual concerned, and that all non-consensual treatment, including that for which consent is given by a third party, is not permitted by law. 

Article 14

· Ensure the effective access to justice for persons with disabilities on an equal basis with others, including through the provision of procedural and age-appropriate accommodations and support, in order to facilitate their effective role as direct and indirect participants, including as witnesses, in all legal proceedings, in accordance with Article 13 of the CRPD.
Article 16

· Reform the law in accordance with Article 16, ICCPR and Article 12, CRPD to guarantee the equal recognition before the law of persons with disabilities, including the adoption of measures to ensure that having a disability does not directly or indirectly disqualify any person from exercising his or her legal capacity autonomously, and to ensure that persons with disabilities have access to support that they may need to exercise legal capacity on an equal basis with others, respecting the will and preferences of the person concerned. (See also report of Special Rapporteur on Torture, 28 July 2008, A/63/175, paras 73 and 44)
Articles 25 & 26

· Repeal Article 35 of the Constitution
 and Articles 3 and 34 of the Electoral Code of the Ivory Coast
 that exclude persons with disabilities from their right to vote and be elected, which is in violation of the right to political participation as set out in Article 25, ICCPR and Article 29, CRPD and contrary to the latest international standards on political participation
.
List of issues
12. According to information before the Committee, violence against women is widespread. Reports provide a disturbing trend of cases of abduction, rape and violence against girls and women, particularly in the western part of the country and in the Vavoua region. Please provide detailed information on the widespread problem of violence against women. What legislative measures are in place to combat such violence, in particular measures for ensuring that acts of domestic violence are effectively investigated and perpetrators prosecuted and sanctioned? Please also provide information on any other steps taken to combat domestic violence, such as training for judges, prosecutors, police and health officers and awareness-raising campaigns for women on their rights and available remedies.
13. According to information before the Committee, about 36 per cent of women between 15 and 49 years old are subjected to female genital mutilation. Please provide detailed information on the measures taken, if any, to ensure that the practice is eradicated and perpetrators investigated, prosecuted and punished. Please comment specifically on the legal and educational measures taken to combat the practice of female genital mutilation.

14. Please provide detailed information on the measures that have been taken, if any, to reduce the high incidence of maternal mortality, which is mainly attributed to insufficient health services and lack of access to reproductive health services during pregnancy
20. Please also provide information on the number of complaints received during recent years regarding incidents of ill-treatment by law enforcement officials. Please provide detailed information regarding procedures, if any, whereby a complaint of ill-treatment by prison officials or other authorities in places of detention, including in psychiatric institutions, can be filed and duly investigated, perpetrators brought to justice, and victims offered redress and compensation.
29. According to information before the Committee, although discrimination is prohibited by law in the State party, in practice non-citizen children, children with disabilities, children born out of wedlock, children from ethnic minorities, Muslim children and girls are subjected to discrimination. Please provide detailed information on the measures taken, if any, to address this problem.

ANNEX- Selected disability references in Concluding Observations and views with respect to the Cote d’Ivoire
Concluding Observations of the CEDAW Committee, CEDAW/C/CIV/CO/1-3, 2011
Ratification of other treaties

49.
The Committee notes that the adherence of the State party to the nine major international human rights instruments  would enhance the enjoyment by women of their human rights and fundamental freedoms in all aspects of life. The Committee therefore encourages the State party to consider ratifying the treaties to which it is not yet a party, namely the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families; the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance; and the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.
Concluding Observations of the CRC Committee, CRC/C/15/ADD.155, 2001
Data collection 

16.
The Committee is concerned at the lack of systematic and comprehensive collection of disaggregated data for all areas covered by the Convention and in relation to all groups of children in order to monitor and evaluate progress achieved and assess the impact of policies adopted with respect to children.

17.
The Committee recommends that the State party develop a system of data collection and indicators consistent with the Convention and disaggregated by gender, age, indigenous and minority group, and urban and rural area.  This system should cover all children up to the age of 18 years with specific emphasis on those who are particularly vulnerable, including child victims of abuse, neglect, or ill-treatment; children with disabilities; children belonging to ethnic groups; refugee and asylum-seeking children; children in conflict with the law; working children; adopted children; and children living in the streets and in rural areas.  It further encourages the State party to use these indicators and data for the formulation of policies and programmes for the effective implementation of the Convention.
Non-discrimination

22.
While noting that discrimination is prohibited under the Constitution, the Committee is concerned at the persistence of discrimination in the State party. In particular, the Committee is concerned at the occurrence of discrimination against non-citizen children, children with disabilities, children born out of wedlock, children from ethnic minorities, Muslim children and girls; the Committee is particularly concerned about the low participation rate of girls in education.  Moreover, the Committee is concerned at the discrepancies in the enjoyment of rights by certain vulnerable groups:  children living in rural areas, refugee children, children from poor families, and children living and/or working on the streets.

23.
In light of article 2 of the Convention, the Committee recommends that the State party make concerted efforts at all levels to address discrimination, notably discrimination based on gender, disability, religion, and national, ethnic or social origin, through a review and reorientation of policies, including increased budgetary allocations for programmes targeting the most vulnerable groups.  The Committee encourages the State party to ensure effective law enforcement, undertake studies and launch comprehensive public information campaigns to prevent and combat all forms of discrimination, where needed within the framework of international cooperation.
Children with disabilities

46.
Noting the current efforts by the State party (in particular Act No. 98-594 of 10 November 1998), the Committee is concerned at the situation of children with physical and mental disabilities, and in particular at the limited specialized health care and educational and employment possibilities available for them. The Committee is further concerned that poor health and poverty are leading to an increase in the number of children with disabilities.

47.
The Committee recommends that the State party review the situation of children with disabilities in terms of their access to suitable health care, educational services and employment opportunities, and that the State party establish a programme of action to address all areas of concern through an inclusive policy.  The Committee recommends in addition that the State party take note of the Standard Rules on the Equalization of Opportunities for Persons with Disabilities (General Assembly resolution 48/96) and the Committee’s recommendations adopted at its day of general discussion on the rights of children with disabilities (see CRC/C/69).  The Committee further recommends that the State party sensitize the population to the human rights of children with disabilities. The Committee also suggests that the State Party seek assistance from, among others, UNICEF and WHO.
7.  Education, leisure and cultural activities

50.
While noting the adoption of the Education Act (1995) and of a national programme for the development of education (2000), as well as the current project to make education free and compulsory for all up to the age of 16 years, the Committee remains deeply concerned that primary education is not compulsory and free for all in the State party.  The Committee is also concerned at the low education levels among children in the State party, gender and rural-urban disparities in school attendance, the limited access of children with disabilities to formal or vocational educational opportunities, the number of children who are several years behind in their primary education, and the high drop-out rate of children who do attend school.  The Committee also expresses concerns at the fact that Koranic schools are placed under the authority and administration of the Ministry of the Interior.

51.
The Committee urges the State party to adopt and implement the project to make primary education free to all and compulsory.  The Committee also recommends raising the level of educational achievement among children through, inter alia, increasing the number of available schools and classes, providing for the initial and ongoing training of more teachers and school inspectors, developing standard national textbooks, increasing the rates of enrolment and providing assistance with school fees, uniforms and other equipment for poor families.  The Committee urges the State party to seek international assistance in this regard, including from UNICEF.  The Committee recommends in addition that the State party ensure that children with disabilities have access to formal and vocational educational opportunities and that every effort be made to ensure that girls and boys, as well as children from urban and rural areas, have equal access to educational opportunities. In this regard, the Committee recommends that the State party seek assistance from UNICEF and UNESCO.  Furthermore, the Committee recommends that the State party take appropriate measures to ensure that Koranic schools respect national school curricula and aims of education and are placed under the authority of the Ministry for Education.

� Constitution (2000, as amended 2005) Article 35 states, “The candidate running for President of the Republic must present himself in a complete state of physical and mental health confirmed by a group of three doctors designated by the Constitutional Council from a list proposed by the Council of the Order of Doctors. These three physicians must be sworn under oath in front of the Constitutional Court.”


� Electoral Code of the Ivory Coast Article 3 states, “Voters are Ivorian nationals of both sexes and people with acquired Ivorian citizenship by naturalization or marriage, aged eighteen years of age, enrolled on the electoral role, enjoying their civil and political rights, and being in no cases  incapacitated under the law.” Article 34 states, “No person can be allowed to vote if he is not registered to a voter list. Voting by correspondence, by decree, or by proxy is not allowed.”


� This is confirmed in OHCHR thematic study on participation in political and public life by persons with disabilities which explicitly states that there is no reasonable restriction nor exclusion permitted regarding the right to political participation of persons with disabilities, � HYPERLINK "http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/hrcouncil/docs/19session/A.HRC.19.36_English.pdf" ��A/HRC/19/36�, 21 December 2011 para 45 This is confirmed in OHCHR thematic study on participation in political and public life by persons with disabilities which explicitly states that there is no reasonable restriction nor exclusion permitted regarding the right to political participation of persons with disabilities, A/HRC/19/36, 21 December 2011 para 45
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