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 (
This briefing provides an update on 
the 
opportunities to prohibit all corporal punishment in the Marshall Islands, in light of the state party’s reply to the List of issues. In the Marshall Islands, corporal punishment of children is still lawful in the home, in alternative care and day care settings, and in schools.
We hope the Committee, in its concluding observations on Marshall Islands’ third
/
fourth periodic report, will recommend that, in following with the outcomes of the 2012 Child Protection Baseline Research, the Child Abuse and Neglect Act is revised to explicitly prohibit all corporal punishment of children in all settings, including the home; and that this prohibition is enacted and implemented as a matter of priority.
)

[bookmark: _Hlk500341220]1 Marshall Islands’ reply to the List of issues 
1.1 The Marshall Islands’ reply to the List of Issues states that corporal punishment “is a difficult topic in Marshallese culture” and is often viewed as “a necessary tactic to discipline children or others under their care”.[footnoteRef:2] This directly contradicts with the state party’s commitment to enact prohibition made during the Universal Periodic Review in 2015 and its obligation to do so under the Convention on the Rights of the Child. The reply to the List of issues further discloses that a consultation will be held next year to review legislation based on recommendations from the 2012 Child Protection Baseline Research,[footnoteRef:3] recommendations which included the revision of the Child Abuse and Neglect Act “to include prohibition of corporal punishment, particularly in the home”. [2:  27 October 2017, CRC/C/MHL/Q/3-4/Add.1, Reply to List of issues, para. 18]  [3:  27 October 2017, CRC/C/MHL/Q/3-4/Add.1, Reply to List of issues, para. 2] 

1.2 We hope the Committee will remind the state party of its obligation to explicitly prohibit all corporal punishment of children in legislation and recommend that, in following with the outcomes of the 2012 Child Protection Baseline Research, the Child Abuse and Neglect Act is revised to explicitly prohibit all corporal punishment of children in all settings, including the home.
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