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Distinguished Chair,
Distinguished Members of the Committee on Enforced Disappearances, 
Colleagues,
It is a pleasure for me to open the twenty-second session of the Committee on Enforced Disappearances, in my quality of Director of the OHCHR Field Operations and Technical Cooperation Division (or “FOTCD”). 
I am honoured to meet you all in person. 

It is important for the world to eradicate and prevent enforced disappearances, an unacceptable and unbearable crime that must stop now. Above all, your work and commitment are of utmost importance for victims.  

Through my interactions with the OHCHR field presences, I am fully aware of the impact that your work can have on the life of people. 

I am also aware of the close collaboration between your and many OHCHR colleagues in the field as well as in Geneva– for the good of the people.

1. For example, we know of specific cases where a disappeared person was located after the activation of the Urgent Action procedure in Cambodia, Colombia, Iraq, and Mexico. 

2. Desk officers and colleagues in field presences have also developed various projects to promote the ratification of the Convention for the Protection of all Persons against Enforced Disappearances in non-State parties. For this to happen, close collaboration between OHCHR field presences and the Committee has been essential. Some of you participated in meetings or trainings on ratification of the Convention, such as those organized in Lebanon or Malaysia over the past months. Such practices must be encouraged and multiplied.

3. In the same way, some field presences have organized trainings on the content and procedures of your Convention, often with excellent results. For instance, the participation of two Committee members as speakers in a training on enforced disappearances that UNAMI coordinated last November in Baghdad was highly appreciated.  

4. In addition, close collaboration took place for the organization of country visits by the Committee. For example, OHCHR Mexico strongly supported the organization and development of your visit to that country last November. You will adopt the visit report at this session and we look forward to continue working with you for the implementation of your recommendations.

I would like to take the opportunity to reaffirm that the ultimate aim of all the work of OHCHR is to make human rights a reality for all persons everywhere. 
Right now, we count with over 100 field presences worldwide to help to root the international commitments enshrined in the human rights treaties in the reality of countries, in the life of their citizens.  
Distinguished Members, 
 
I have been requested to provide an update on the treaty body strengthening process. 

At your last session, we updated you on the 33rd annual meeting of the Chairs of the treaty bodies which took place in June last year. Since then, the Chair of the CRPD, who is the Chair of the Chairs meeting, put on the table several proposals. I understand that all the Committees have provided their inputs by now. 

 	In November of last year, the High Commissioner met with the Chairs of treaty bodies to touch base on various issues, including the treaty body strengthening process. 

The Chairs outlined their respective proposals related to 
(1) the development of a predictable review calendar; 
(2) the ongoing harmonization of working methods; and 
(3) the digital transition, including the use of new technological developments to increase efficiency, transparency and accessibility of the treaty body system. 
         
 	The High Commissioner conveyed her view to the Chairs that it was time for the treaty body system to develop a consolidated and unified proposal. She encouraged them to develop a creative proposal that would demonstrate the engagement of all Committees to further strengthen and rationalize the treaty body system, and attract the necessary support and funding from Member States. 
          The next Secretary-General’s report on the status of the treaty body system is due to be submitted to the 77th session of the General Assembly. This would be an excellent occasion for a comprehensive contribution of the treaty body system, which could be reflected as a proposal through the SG’s report and properly costed. 

As the High Commissioner reminded the Chairs, a proposal coming from all treaty bodies will be stronger and have a wider reception. She encourages you to continue your consultations in an inclusive and open manner, and to empower your Chair to represent your views at the forthcoming Chairs meeting. 

Madame Chair,
 Distinguished members,
I am aware that you have a heavy programme ahead of you for the next two weeks, and would like to extend my best wishes to all of you for a productive session. 
It was an honour to have been invited to open your 22nd session, which I see as an expression of the enhanced cooperation we are establishing. 
Thank you for your attention. 
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