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Statement by H.E. Mr. Irakli Sasania
First Deputy Minister of IDPs from the Occupied Territories,
Labour, Health and Social Affairs of Georgia
79th session of the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (CESCR)
Geneva, 11 February 2026

Madam Chair,
Distinguished Members of the Committee,
It is an honor for me to lead the delegation of Georgia and to present our country’s progress in implementing the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, following the submission of Georgia’s third periodic report in 2022. We highly value this constructive dialogue and the Committee’s guidance, which we see as an important instrument for strengthening rights-based policymaking.
I would like to reiterate Georgia’s continued commitment towards upholding all human rights, ensuring their better protection and our support to the UN human rights mechanism.
During the reporting period, the Government of Georgia has continued its fruitful cooperation with the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights and his office, as well as with the UN treaty bodies and the UN Human Rights Council.
Georgia also regularly submits national reports to the UN treaty bodies and places special emphasis on implementing recommendations received through the UN human rights mechanisms. These recommendations are incorporated into the Government’s human rights action plans to ensure their effective implementation.
In this light, on 26 January 2026, within the Fifty-first session of the Universal Periodic Review (UPR) Working Group, the Universal Periodic Review of Georgia was held. During the session Georgia received over three hundred recommendations, which will be assessed and considered, and Georgia’s position on them will be delivered to the Secretariat of the UN Human Rights Council in due course.
Georgia strengthened its national human rights architecture through the adoption of the Human Rights Strategy 2022–2030 and related action plan, developed through broad stakeholder engagement. As of the first report, 508 activities out of 555 were either completed or initiated in 2024. 
More than 90% of the activities under two stand-alone action plans: “on the Implementation of UN Security Council Resolution 1325 on Women, Peace, and Security; “ on the Elimination of Violence against Women and Domestic Violence” have been implemented or are in progress. This testifies to the fact that the protection of human rights remains a dynamic and growing state priority.
More than 90 percent of planned activities under thematic action plans - including those on women, peace and security and on combating violence against women - have been implemented or are in progress.
A major reform has been the introduction of indexation mechanisms for pensions and social assistance packages, guaranteeing annual increases in line with economic indicators and affecting more than one million people. At the same time, Georgia is undertaking a comprehensive reform of the Targeted Social Assistance program - our primary poverty-alleviation instrument - which currently supports over 700,000 individuals, including children.
The State Program for Social Rehabilitation and Child Care now includes more than 40 components, such as home care, personal assistance services, family-type homes for persons with disabilities, shelters for victims of trafficking and violence, and child rehabilitation programs. Georgia continues to be ranked Tier 1 in the U.S. Department of State’s Trafficking in Persons Report.
Georgia successfully completed the deinstitutionalization of children’s care institutions. In line with the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, Georgia is transitioning from a medical to a biopsychosocial model of disability assessment, focusing on functional abilities and real needs rather than diagnosis alone.
Regarding labour rights, the establishment and institutional strengthening of the Labour Inspection Office has been a key achievement. Its mandate and operational standards now align with ILO Convention No. 81, and its work has been positively recognized by international bodies, including GRETA and the U.S. Department of Labor. Since the introduction of strengthened occupational safety and health regulations, fatal workplace accidents have decreased by 46 percent. Georgia has ratified 18 ILO conventions, including all eight fundamental conventions.
The State Employment Support Agency operates in 11 regions, and over the past two years more than 10,000 individuals from vulnerable groups have benefited from active labor market programs.
Protecting the rights of internally displaced persons remains a top priority. Due to the occupation of 20 percent of Georgia’s territory by the Russian Federation, up to 300,000 IDPs are registered. Since 2022, a large-scale housing program has been underway, with around 6,000 apartments expected to be completed by the end of this year.
Universal health coverage now reaches over 95 percent of the population. Since 2012 public investment has increased approximately four times, and the share of out-of-pocket payments has declined from 73 percent in 2012 to 41 percent in 2023. Key reforms include pharmaceutical reference pricing, managed entry agreements for high-cost medicines, and the introduction of a DRG-based hospital payment system. A comprehensive primary health care reform is strengthening prevention and chronic disease management.
These efforts have translated into tangible results: life expectancy has increased, neonatal mortality has nearly halved, under-five mortality targets have been achieved, and Georgia has made notable progress in eliminating hepatitis C.
Over the past decade, judicial reform has been among the State’s highest priorities. Recent developments have enhanced the independence, efficiency, accountability, and accessibility of the judiciary in Georgia thereby reinforcing its role in protecting and promoting human rights.
In line with its commitment to combating corruption, Georgia has ensured effective anticorruption enforcement and accountability measures. Between 2020 and 2025, 1,272 corruption prosecutions were initiated, resulting in 945 convictions, with over EUR 4.3 million in assets recovered. In 2025, the Anti-Corruption Unit within the Office of the Prosecutor General was reformed and its resources increased by 92 percent.
To address discrimination, specialized prosecutors have led hate crime cases since 2020, resulting in over 5,500 prosecutions and recognition of more than 5,600 victims, supported by data collection, public reporting, and victim-oriented approaches.
Protection of the family and children remains a priority. Over 24,000 prosecutions have been initiated for domestic crimes, with consistent action against forced and child marriage, supported by preventive guidance and victim support mechanisms.
Between 2021 and 2025, the country recorded one of the highest average economic growth rates globally, at approximately 9.3 percent. The robust economic growth in post pandemic period was supported by structural shifts that continue to underpin sustained strong medium-term growth.
As a result, public debt remains below 35 percent of GDP, creating fiscal space for social investment. GDP per capita measured in purchasing power parity has shown robust growth, which has translated into tangible social gains. Poverty has been reduced significantly, falling to a historic low of 9.4 percent in 2024 - almost half the pre-pandemic level. Labor market indicators have also improved: in 2024, unemployment declined by 2.5 percentage points year-on-year to 13.9 percent, while employment rose to 47.1 percent, alongside increased labor force participation. These developments reflect Georgia’s commitment to inclusive economic growth.
Cultural rights remain an integral part of our development agenda. In 2025, the Ministry of Culture was established as an independent body to strengthen cultural policymaking, promote diversity, and widen participation in cultural life. Work is underway on the Cultural Strategy 2030.
Georgia has intensified efforts in environmental governance and climate action, enhancing its Nationally Determined Contribution under the Paris Agreement and investing in climate adaptation, disaster risk reduction, and sustainable agriculture.
Ladies and Gentlemen,
Due to the illegal occupation of Georgia’s Abkhazia and Tskhinvali regions by the Russian Federation, as a result of its military aggression, we are deprived of the possibility to implement all relevant measures for the protection and promotion of human rights in the occupied regions.
The human rights and humanitarian situation in both occupied regions is deteriorating day by day. Violations of fundamental human rights by the occupying power in those regions include, but are not limited to, the violations of rights to life and education in native language, torture and ill-treatment, arbitrary detentions and discrimination on ethnic grounds. The grave human rights situation in the occupied territories is particularly worrying given that international human rights mechanisms are denied access to those regions. 
The Russian Federation, as the occupying power and the State exercising effective control, bears full responsibility for human rights violations in the occupied regions, as duly attested by the decisions of the European Court of Human Rights and the International Criminal Court.
Despite the ongoing occupation, the Government of Georgia, in its turn, continues to address human rights violations in the occupied regions, including through raising the issue on the international agenda. The Government also continues to implement programmes aiming at improving socio-economic conditions of residents of the occupied territories, as well as of the IDPs. Though, the ultimate solution for the IDPs is a safe and dignified return to their places of origin.
Madam Chair,
Georgia approaches this dialogue in a spirit of openness and cooperation. We acknowledge that challenges remain, and we look forward to the Committee’s recommendations as a valuable guide for further strengthening the realization of economic, social, and cultural rights for all.
Thank you.
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