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		Chapter I
		Matters brought to the attention of States parties
[bookmark: _Hlk135934022]		Decisions
		Decision 85/1
[bookmark: _Hlk135984696]Examination of reports of States parties in the absence of a delegation
[bookmark: _Hlk136446834]The Committee decided that during the examination of a State party report in the absence of representatives of the State party concerned, in accordance with rule 51, paragraph 5, of its rules of procedures, the country rapporteur shall have the overall responsibility for presenting the main concerns and preliminary findings of the Committee, the members of the country task force shall briefly explain the relevant context before asking their questions, and other Committee members shall be allowed to ask additional questions to be able to take into consideration all relevant issues arising under the respective article of the Convention. It also decided that the examination of a report in the absence of a delegation of a State party shall be held during one public meeting, with live webcast, and that the Permanent Representative of the State party concerned to the United Nations and other international organizations in Geneva shall be invited to attend the meeting.
	Decision 85/2
Preliminary assessment of pilot project to revise the structure of constructive dialogues with States parties 
[bookmark: _Hlk136443396]Having conducted a preliminary assessment of its pilot project for structuring constructive dialogues with States parties thematically rather than by clusters of articles, the Committee decided to continue the pilot project and that country task forces shall decide on the structure of constructive dialogues on a case-by-case basis, taking into consideration the specific situation of the State party concerned.
		Decision 85/3		
Selection of sub-paragraphs of concluding observations subject to the follow-up procedure
The Committee decided that the Country Rapporteur shall identify the four sub-paragraphs, in relation to which the Committee requests the State party concerned to submit information on the steps taken to implement the recommendations contained in these sub-paragraphs within two years or, in exceptional cases within one year, from the date of adoption of the concluding observations, already in the draft concluding observations that are circulated to the Committee for comments prior to their adoption of the concluding observations, after consulting with the Rapporteur on follow-up to concluding observations. It also decided that if no agreement can be reached with the Rapporteur on follow-up, the proposal of the Country Rapporteur shall prevail.
		Decision 85/4		
Requests for additional written information during constructive dialogues with States parties
The Committee decided that apart from the State party delegation, which may request the permission of the Chair to submit written answers within 24 hours (one working day) from the end of the constructive dialogue in case questions by the Committee cannot be answered immediately, only the Chair has the prerogative to decide when a question of the Committee shall be answered by the delegation in writing for reasons of time management.
		Decision 85/5		
Focal points for cooperation with UN Women
The Committee decided to appoint the Chair Ana Peláez Narváez as well as Marianne Mikko and Maya Morsy as focal points of the Committee for cooperation with UN Women.
		Decision 85/6		
Focal points for cooperation with regional organizations
The Committee decided that its Officers shall act as focal points for cooperation with regional organizations, to be supported by one alternate focal point per region.
		Decision 85/7		
Task force on gender/sex self-identification
[bookmark: _Hlk136448090]The Committee decided to establish a task force on gender/sex self-identification, to be chaired by Daphna Hacker, with open membership, and to review the proposed mandate of the task force inter-sessionally.
		Decision 85/8		
Pre-Sessional Working Group
The Committee confirmed the members of the pre-sessional working group for the eighty-seventh session, Nicole Ameline, Marion Bethel, Rangita de Silva de Alwis, Esther Eghobamien and Dalia Leinarte.
	Rapporteur: Ms. Marion Bethel
		Chapter II
		Organizational and other matters
	A.	States parties to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women and to the Optional Protocol
As at 26 May 2023, the closing date of the eighty-fifth session of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women, there were 189 States parties to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women, which was adopted by the General Assembly in its resolution 34/180 and opened for signature, ratification and accession in New York on 1 March 1980. In accordance with its article 27, the Convention entered into force on 3 September 1981. In addition, 81 Contracting States had accepted the amendment to article 20, paragraph 1, of the Convention, concerning the Committee’s meeting time. A total of 126 States parties to the Convention are currently required to accept the amendment in order to bring it into force, in accordance with its provisions. 
At the same date, there were 115 States parties to the Optional Protocol to the Convention, which was adopted by the General Assembly in its resolution 54/4 and opened for signature, ratification and accession in New York on 10 December 1999. In accordance with its article 16, the Optional Protocol entered into force on 22 December 2000.
Updated information on the status of the Convention, the amendment to the Convention and its Optional Protocol, as well as lists of States signatories and parties and the texts of declarations, reservations, objections and other relevant information are available from the website of the United Nations Treaty Collection (http://treaties.un.org). 
	B.	Opening of the session
The Committee held its eighty-fifth session at Geneva from 8 to 26 May 2023. In total, the Committee held 20 plenary meetings, and also held 10 meetings to discuss agenda items 5, 6, 7 and 8. A list of the documents before the Committee is contained in annex [...] to the present report.
The session was opened by the Chair of the Committee, Ana Peláez Narváez, at its 1969th meeting on 8 May 2023.
	C.	Adoption of the agenda and organization of work
The Committee adopted the provisional agenda (CEDAW/C/85/1) at its 1969th meeting. 
	D.	Report of the pre-sessional working group
The report of the pre-sessional working group for the eighty-fifth session, which met from 31 October to 4 November 2022, was introduced by Nicole Ameline at the 1969th meeting.
	E.	Organization of work	
On 8 and 15 May 2023, the Committee held informal closed meetings with representatives of specialized agencies and United Nations funds and programmes during which country-specific information was provided, as well as information on the efforts made by those bodies to support the implementation of the Convention.
Also on 8 and 15 May, the Committee held informal public meetings with representatives of non-governmental organizations and national human rights institutions from most of the States parties considered by the Committee at its eighty-fifth session, who provided information on the implementation of the Convention in the States parties concerned.
On 12 May, the Committee attended a reception hosted by the Permanent Mission of Switzerland to the United Nations and other international organizations in Geneva on the occasion of the launch of the second edition of a commentary on the Convention.
On 22 May, the Committee held a remote informal closed meeting with the Executive Director of UN Women, Sima Sami Bahous, to discuss ways and means of further strengthening the collaboration between the Committee and UN Women, the role of the Committee at the annual sessions of the Commission on the Status of Women, and global developments of common concern.
On 24 May, Antonella Lavelanet, Medical Officer, Preventing Unsafe Abortion, Sexual and Reproductive Health, and Åsa Nihlen, Human Rights Adviser, Sexual and Reproductive Health, from the World Health Organization (WHO) briefed the Committee on the WHO abortion care guideline, in closed meeting.
Also on 24 May, the Committee informally met with the Committee on the Rights of the Child and the Special Rapporteur on violence against women and girls, Reem Alsalem, to discuss child custody decisions in cases involving gender-based violence against women, gender/sex self-identification and access to sex-based and gender-based safe spaces, among other issues. The meeting was hosted by the Geneva Human Rights Platform.
	F.	Membership of the Committee
		Attendance of the eighty-fifth session
All members attended the eighty-fifth session. The following members did not attend the session on the indicated dates: Corinne Dettmeijer-Vermeulen, from 24 to 26 May; Hilary Gbedemah, on 16 May; Genoveva Tisheva, on 8 May; and Jie Xia, on 26 May. A list of members of the Committee, indicating the duration of their terms of office, is annexed to the present report.
		Chapter III
		Report of the Chairperson on activities undertaken between the eighty-fourth and eighty-fifth sessions of the Committee
At the 1969th meeting, the Chair, Ana Peláez Narváez, presented her report on the activities she had undertaken since the eighty-fourth session of the Committee.
		Chapter IV
	A.	Consideration of reports submitted by States parties under article 18 of the Convention
At its eighty-fifth session, the Committee considered the reports of eight States parties submitted under article 18 of the Convention: the ninth periodic report of China (including Hong Kong Special Administrative Region, China, and Macao Special Administrative Region, China); the ninth periodic report of Germany, submitted under the simplified reporting procedure; the ninth periodic report of Iceland; the combined initial to fifth periodic reports of Sao Tomé and Principe (pilot back-to-back review by the Committee and the Committee on the Rights of the Child); the seventh periodic report of Slovakia, submitted under the simplified reporting procedure; the ninth periodic report of Spain, submitted under the simplified reporting procedure; the fourth periodic report of Timor Leste; and the ninth periodic report of Venezuela.
The Committee prepared concluding observations on each of the reports considered. Those observations are available through the Official Document System of the United Nations (http://documents.un.org/) under the symbol numbers indicated below:
China (CEDAW/C/CHN/CO/9)
Germany (CEDAW/C/DEU/CO/9)
Iceland (CEDAW/C/ISL/CO/9)
Sao Tomé and Principe (CEDAW/C/STP/CO/1-5) 
Slovakia (CEDAW/C/SVK/CO/7) 
Spain (CEDAW/C/ESP/CO/9)
Timor Leste (CEDAW/C/TLS/CO/4)
Venezuela (CEDAW/C/VEN/CO/9)
	B.	Follow-up procedures relating to concluding observations
The Committee considered the follow-up reports from the following States parties:
1) Bosnia and Herzegovina (CEDAW/C/BIH/FCO/6)
2) Denmark (CEDAW/C/DNK/FCO/9)
3) Republic of Moldova (CEDAW/C/MDA/FCO/6) 
		Chapter V
		Activities carried out under the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women
Article 12 of the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women provides that the Committee shall include in its annual report under article 21 of the Convention a summary of its activities under the Optional Protocol.
	A.	Action taken by the Committee in respect of issues arising from article 2 of the Optional Protocol
The Committee discussed activities under article 2 of the Optional Protocol on 15 and 19 May 2023. It endorsed the report of the Working Group on Communications under the Optional Protocol regarding its fifty-sixth session (see annex 1).
[bookmark: _Hlk136448170][bookmark: _Hlk136448227]The Committee examined four individual communications submitted under article 2 of the Optional Protocol. It adopted four final decisions, finding violations of the authors’ rights in relation to communications No. 146/2019 concerning Cambodia (discrimination against a rural women human rights defender in a land dispute) and No. 173/2021 concerning Switzerland (expulsion to Iran); and finding no violation of the author’s rights in relation to communication No. 150/2019 concerning Belarus (dismissal of the author during maternity leave). The Committee also decided to discontinue its consideration of communication No. 178/2022 concerning the Netherlands (non-refoulement), as the author had been granted a five-year resident permit. All final decisions were adopted by consensus. The text of the final decisions of the Committee will be available through the Official Document System of the United Nations (http://documents.un.org/) once they have been finalized and sent to the respective parties, through the website of the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights under the link to the relevant session of the Committee, and through the juris database of the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (http://juris.ohchr.org/). 
[bookmark: _Hlk128135296]	B.	Follow-up to views of the Committee on individual communications
The Committee was informed that the Working Group will examine information on follow-up to Views on individual communications and adopt its report on follow-up to Views during its fifty-seventh session scheduled to take place from 4 to 6 October 2023.
	C.	Action taken by the Committee in respect of issues arising from article 8 of the Optional Protocol
The Committee discussed activities under article 8 of the Optional Protocol on 24 May 2023. It endorsed the report of the Working Group on Inquiries under the Optional Protocol regarding its twenty-fifth session (see annex 2).
The Committee endorsed the following recommendations of the Working Group on Inquiries:
In relation to Inquiry No. 2016/1, that a response to the Note verbale received from the State party on 12 April 2023 concerning the request for an inquiry visit by the designated members be sent to the State party concerned;
[bookmark: _Hlk136448859][bookmark: _Hlk136448763]In relation to Inquiries Nos. 2014/3 and 2014/2, that the Committee undertake an inquiry visit to one of the two States parties concerned before the end of 2023, subject to the consent of the State party;
In relation to Inquiry No. 2013/1 concerning South Africa, that the Committee send a follow-up assessment letter to the State party on main concerns, together with an annex containing a detailed assessment table;
In relation to Inquiry No. 2012/1, that the designated members propose dates for an inquiry visit and that said dates be communicated to the State party concerned;
In relation to Inquiry No. 2011/1 concerning Canada, that the Secretariat arrange for a meeting of the Chair of the Working Group with the State party concerned during the eighty-fifth session of the Committee to discuss follow-up to the report of the Inquiry.
		Chapter VI
	A.	Ways and means of expediting the work of the Committee
The Secretariat informed the Committee about the status of submission of overdue reports by States parties and the backlog of reports received under article 18 of the Convention.
	B.	Action taken by the Committee under agenda item 7 
		Dates of future sessions of the Committee
In accordance with the calendar of conferences, the following dates are tentatively confirmed for the Committee’s eighty-sixth session:
Eighty-sixth Session
Fifty-seventh session of the Working Group on Communications under the Optional Protocol: 4 to 6 October 2023
Twenty-sixth session of the Working Group on Inquiries under the Optional Protocol: 5 and 6 October 2023
Eighty-sixth session: 9 to 27 October 2023
Pre-sessional working group for the eighty-eighth session: 30 October to 3 November 2023
			Reports to be considered at future sessions of the Committee
The Committee tentatively confirmed that it will consider the reports of the following States parties at its eighty-sixth session:
Eighty-sixth session
(1) Albania
(2) Bhutan
(3)	France
(4)	Guatemala
(5)	Jamaica
(6)	Malawi
(7)	Nicaragua
(8)	The Philippines
(9)	Uruguay
		Chapter VII
		Implementation of article 21 of the Convention
	A.	Action taken by the Committee under agenda item 6
			Working Group on working methods
		The Working Group met during the session. It discussed and submitted to the Committee four draft decisions on the examination of reports of States parties in the absence of a delegation (see decision 85/1), the preliminary assessment of its pilot project to revise the structure of constructive dialogues with States parties (see decision 85/2), the role of the country rapporteur and the Rapporteur on follow-up to concluding observations in the selection of the four sub-paragraphs in the concluding observations that are subject to the follow-up procedure (see decision 85/3) and requests for additional written information during constructive dialogues with States parties (see decision 85/4).	

		Working Group on gender-based violence against women
[bookmark: _Hlk135987777]The working group met during the session. It discussed work on violence against women human rights defenders, in particular women environmental rights defenders, and against women in political life and women journalists, as well as the current elaboration of a draft general recommendation on the equal and inclusive representation of women in decision-making systems. It also considered new topics to be covered in the draft Guidance note for States parties on the implementation of their obligations and their accountability, as set out in general recommendation No. 35 (2017) on gender-based violence against women, updating general recommendation No. 19. The working group further discussed the Committee’s potential Presidency in 2024 of the Platform on Elimination of Discrimination and Violence against Women; the impact of the proposed Every Woman Treaty on the mandate of the Committee; and the most recent version of the draft United Nations Convention on cyber-violence.
		Working Group on the equal and inclusive participation of women in decision-making systems
[bookmark: _Hlk135987885]The working group met twice during the session. It continued discussing thematic priorities for the draft general recommendation on the equal and inclusive participation of women in decision-making systems, as well as focus areas for the planned expert group meetings, which will provide inputs for the initial draft general recommendation that is scheduled to be endorsed by the working group at the eighty-sixth session of the Committee.
		Task force on gender stereotyping
The task force met during the session to discuss the elaboration of a draft concept note for a general recommendation on gender stereotyping during the intersessional period. The draft concept note is scheduled to be presented to the plenary during the eighty-sixth session of the Committee for endorsement.
Task Force on Afghanistan 
[bookmark: _Hlk136451823][bookmark: _Hlk135988203]		The task force on Afghanistan met during the session. The chair of the task force informed the other members that, as decided by the Committee, the information received on 30 January 2023 from the de facto authorities in Kabul in response to the Committee’s request for information on the situation of women and girls in the country since 15 August 2021 had been published on the OHCHR website under “activities” of the Committee.
		During the session, the chair of the task force also attended a debriefing by the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Afghanistan, Richard Bennett, and the Working Group on discrimination against women and girls on their recent visit to Afghanistan in preparation of their joint report mandated by Human Rights Council resolution 51/20, to be submitted to the Human Rights Council at its fifty-third session (19 June to 14 July 2023).	
	Task Force on Ukraine  
[bookmark: _Hlk136452204][bookmark: _Hlk135988316]		The task force on Ukraine did not meet during the session. On 4 May 2023, the Committee responded to the Note verbale dated 16 December 2022 from the Government of Ukraine inviting the Committee to conduct a technical visit to Ukraine. In its response, the Committee confirmed its availability to carry out such visit once it has been able to secure the necessary financial and logistical support, with a view to providing technical assistance to Ukraine for the implementation of the recommendations contained in the concluding observations of the Committee in relation to the ninth periodic report of Ukraine, which the Committee had considered during its eighty-third session in October 2022.
		Chapter VIII
		Provisional agenda for the eighty-sixth session
On 26 May 2023, the Committee considered and approved the following provisional agenda for its eighty-sixth session:
1.	Opening of the session.
2.	Adoption of the agenda and organization of work.
3.	Report of the Chair on activities undertaken between the eighty-fifth and eighty-sixth sessions of the Committee.
4.	Consideration of reports submitted by States parties under article 18 of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women.
5.	Follow-up to concluding observations on reports submitted by States parties under article 18 of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women. 
6.	Implementation of articles 21 and 22 of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women.
7.	Ways and means of expediting the work of the Committee.
8.	Activities of the Committee under the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women.
9.	Provisional agenda for the eighty-seventh session of the Committee.
10.	Adoption of the report of the Committee on its eighty-sixth session.
		Chapter IX
	A.	Adoption of the report
The Committee considered the draft report on its eighty-fifth session and addenda on 26 May 2023 and adopted it as orally revised during the discussion.
[Annexes will be added to the final version of the text]
	B.	Composition of the working groups of the Committee
[To be added to the final version of the report]

Annexes
Annex 1 (available under the 85th session webpage)
Annex 2 (available under the 85th session webpage)
			
