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Children have the right to be free from all forms of violence and abuse. However, some children in Great Britain are subjected to mistreatment in different ways.
The scale of violence against children is difficult to measure. Official figures indicate that almost 260,000 children experienced or witnessed domestic violence in England in 2021. Some have estimated this figure to be higher. Parents and those acting ‘in loco parentis’ (in the place of a parent) who are charged with the common assault of a child in England can still seek to rely on the common law defence of ‘reasonable punishment’.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/sites/default/files/childrens-rights-in-great-britain-executive-summary-2023.pdf] 

Reported incidents of child sexual exploitation and abuse have increased. The Independent Inquiry into Child Sexual Abuse highlighted widespread institutional failures to protect children and barriers to reporting for groups with certain protected characteristics. We are concerned that specialist support for children who have experienced abuse is inadequate to address the problem.
Children face increasing risks from abuse, exploitation and grooming online. We welcome the UK Government’s Online Safety Bill which seeks to make the digital environment safer for children. Some children are still subjected to harmful practices, including conversion practices intended to change a person’s sexual orientation or gender identity, so-called ‘honour-based’ abuse (HBA), female genital mutilation (FGM), and forced marriage.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  https://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/ukgwa/20221214231201/https://www.iicsa.org.uk/key-documents/25151/view/victims-survivors-forum-consultation-protected-characteristics%3A-summary-report-february-2021.pdf] 

Based on recent research, on 4 investigations asked all 44 police forces in England and Wales for information about strip searches of children.  A total of 31 police forces responded to the BBC’s request, revealing that in the last 5 years, between them, they have strip-searched 13,000 children (usually on suspicion the child is concealing drugs or weapons). It was also reported that black and mixed-race children are more likely to be strip searched. There are a number of high-profile cases that are being investigated by the Independent Office for Police Conduct (IOPC), where it is alleged children have not been treated appropriately while being strip searched.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  https://childrenslegalcentre.wales/strip-search-of-children-a-violation-of-childrens-rights/] 

State of Children’s Rights in London is a report by the Children’s Rights Alliance for England (CRAE), funded by Trust for London.
It examines the extent to which children in London enjoy their human rights and reveals staggering differences in outcomes for children according to which borough they live in.
Criminal Justice
· Freedom of Information requests submitted by CRAE revealed that:
· On average, 91 children are stopped and searched each week in Southwark, compared with 19 per week in Hillingdon, Kingston upon Thames, Merton and Sutton.
· The use of tasers on children in London increased nearly six-fold between 2008 and 2012. In total, police in London tasered children 131 times in this period. Police in Croydon, Southwark, Lambeth and Lewisham between them tasered children 51 times – 40% of the total.
· Children in Lambeth are 30 times more likely to find themselves in prison than those in Richmond upon Thames.
Children in Care
· In Barking and Dagenham 42% of looked-after children are not in employment, education or training when they reach 19, whilst in Tower Hamlets and Sutton the equivalent figure is 16%.
· Looked after children should have the opportunity to influence the way in which children’s services are run via Children in Care Councils. Freedom of Information requests found that in 2012 there were no meetings at all between the Children in Care Council and the Director of Children’s Services in five boroughs (Barnet, Hackney, Havering, Kensington and Chelsea and Wandsworth), compared with 12 such meetings in Harrow and seven in Haringey.
Living Standards
· Despite this being illegal, 521 homeless children in London were living in B&Bs for longer than six weeks in the third quarter of 2013, accounting for 71% of the total in England. More than half of those were the responsibility of just three local authorities – Ealing, Hounslow and Tower Hamlets.
Education
· In Kensington and Chelsea, the attainment gap at GCSE between children eligible for free school meals and others is extraordinarily low (4.2%). In Kingston upon Thames and Sutton, it is over 35%.
· In Havering just over 20% of children with special educational needs gain 5+ good GCSEs, while more than 50% of children in Westminster do so.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  https://trustforlondon.org.uk/research/state-childrens-rights-london/] 

- Latest statistics on Children in Need in England
Children in Need (CIN) are a group of children assessed as needing help and protection because of risks to their health or development. The latest Department for Education (DfE) figures on CIN show that there were 404,310 children in need as of March 31st 2022. This represents 3.3% of all children, a slightly higher rate than in recent years.[footnoteRef:5] [5:  https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/find-statistics/characteristics-of-children-in-need#dataBlock-2f3ab2ac-590c-4f02-c154-08daa787e284-tables] 

57% of these children had a primary need of abuse or neglect and almost half of all interactions with children’s social care lasted 3 months or less.
A significant proportion of children are known to children’s social care at some point in their life. The DfE found that 16% of all children in 2020 were CIN at least once in the previous 8 years.[footnoteRef:6] Estimates suggest that 25% of all children are CIN at least once before their 16th birthday.[footnoteRef:7] [6:  https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1080111/Drivers_of_Activity_in_Children_s_Social_Care.pdf]  [7:  https://osf.io/6ecrz/] 

The age profile of children in need continues to shift towards older children. Between 2015 and 2022, the share of children in need who are 16 and over increased from 18% to 25% while the share of children in need who are between ages 1-4 decreased from 20% to 15%. the source of referrals to children’s social care also continues to change with referrals increasingly coming from schools and police. The decrease in referrals from schools in 2021, coinciding with lower school attendance, was reversed in 2022.
As in previous years, the most common factor identified at the end of a child’s assessment was concern about the child’s parent or carer being the victim of domestic abuse. This was identified as a factor in 160,690 episodes (31% of episodes with assessment factor information).
Several factors became more common in 2022 including the number of episodes with concerns around the mental health of the child, which increased by 13% since 2021 (from 77,390 to 87,750) and the number of times unaccompanied asylum seeker was identified as a factor, which increased by 71% since 2021 (from 3,200 to 4,080).
The Children’s Commissioner is committed to ensuring that Children in Need receive adequate support. CIN plans set out the support to be provided to a Child in Need and their family by Children’s Services. They are distinct from child protection plans, used when a child is found to have suffered or is likely to suffer significant harm. The Children’s Commissioner is planning to analyse the text in a sample of CIN plans to measure the extent to which they include clear, measurable outcomes for the child, the extent to which they clearly describe the support provided to the child, and the extent to which they incorporate children’s voice.[footnoteRef:8] [8:  https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/blog/latest-statistics-on-children-in-need-in-england/] 

Generally, according to statistics, there are at least: 150M children in child labour, 250K child soldiers in conflicts, 13M orphaned children. 1 in 4 modern slavery victims are children, 732M school-age children are not legally protected from corporal punishment, and 8M girls aged 15-19 have experienced sexual abuse.[footnoteRef:9] [9:  https://www.savethechildren.org.uk/what-we-do/child-protection] 

In 2007, UNICEF published a study looking at the well-being of children and young people in some of the world’s richest countries (21 countries). They looked at things like child poverty, health, education, where children lived and their safety. They also looked at risk factors like violence, smoking, alcohol and drugs that can affect how children live their lives.
Shockingly, the United Kingdom was bottom of the league table. It turned out that children and young people in Britain were among the unhappiest, unhealthiest, poorest and least educated in the developed world in the early years of the new millennium.[footnoteRef:10] [10:  https://www.unicef.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/ReportCard11_CYP.pdf] 

In 2017, the UK has been accused of employing “inadequate” provisions for children’s rights protection. And it fell dramatically in global rankings for child rights within a year, from 11th to 156th. Serious concerns have been raised about structural discrimination in the UK, including Muslim children facing increased discrimination following recent anti-terrorism measures, and a rise in discrimination against gypsy and refugee children in recent years.[footnoteRef:11] [11:  https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/uk-global-childrens-rights-rankings-plummets-child-unicef-a7734426.html%20] 

In 2019, the UK has found itself at the bottom of a global index which monitors the enforcement, protection and promotion of children’s rights. Dutch international children’s rights organization KidsRights placed the UK 170th out of 181 countries in its 2019 index.[footnoteRef:12]  [12:  https://researchingreform.net/2019/05/14/uk-ranks-170-out-of-181-for-childrens-rights-in-2019/] 

A report published at the same time as the index criticised the UK’s approach to children’s rights, noting systematic discrimination against child refugees and a lack of legal protection for children experiencing poverty.[footnoteRef:13] [13:  https://www.kidsrights.org/news/kidsrights-index-2019-inadequate-priority-childrens-rights-developed-countries/] 

In 2022, As reported by the End Child Poverty Network, the child poverty rate has risen in Wales; rising to more than 1 in 3 children in Wales, with at least a quarter of children in every Welsh local authority living in poverty. Karen McFarlarne author of Children in Wales 6th Annual Child and Family Poverty Survey (September 2022) comments:
· 34% of children and young people in Wales now live in poverty. The impacts of poverty can be far-reaching and touch every aspect of children’s lives. Right now, as you are reading this many families in Wales are having to make the decision to either feed their children or use electricity.’
· Alongside, these alarming statistics, the Education Policy Institute, published a report in July on children’s educational attainment. The findings confirm that pupils from poorer backgrounds are around two years behind their peers. As Ellie Harwood from Child Poverty Action Group explains:
· Ultimately, strategies to ‘close the attainment gap’ will only succeed if they’re accompanied by strategies to end child poverty in wider society. And for that we need to improve family incomes through fair work, better social security, affordable housing and universal childcare.[footnoteRef:14] [14:  https://childrenslegalcentre.wales/poverty-and-childrens-rights/#_ednref1] 


In 2022, The UK is one of the worst countries in the world for respecting children’s rights, an international report has found. Published this week, The KidsRights Index 2020 ranked the UK 169th out of 182 nations, behind Yemen, Saudi Arabia, Sudan, and Iraq.[footnoteRef:15] [15:  https://files.kidsrights.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/25092805/200519-The-KidsRights-Index-report-2020.pdf] 

In the UK, the most recent such report was conducted in 2016. Amongst other things, it called for the repeal of compulsory collective worship in UK schools, a fully integrated education system in Northern Ireland, and compulsory relationships and sex education. Notably, just one of these issues – Relationships and Sex Education – has been addressed by any of the governments of the UK and, even then, England has shied away from a fully child-rights-focused approach and retained parental opt-outs and faith-based exemptions to the new subject, which is set to be implemented from September 2020. Meanwhile, Wales plans to remove the parental opt-out from RSE from 2022, and along with Scotland recently removed the defence of ‘reasonable punishment’ to outlaw all beating of children, giving them the same legal protections as adults.[footnoteRef:16] [16:  https://humanists.uk/2020/05/27/uk-among-the-worst-countries-for-childrens-rights-new-report-finds/] 

