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Information Note for Civil Society Organizations (CSOs) and 
National Human Rights Institutions (NHRIs)

37th session (27 November to 8 December 2023)

Subject to change


I.	Consideration of reports submitted by States parties 

The Committee on Migrant Workers will hold its 37th session in Geneva, Switzerland, from Monday, 27 November to Friday, 8 December 2023. The session will take place at Palais Wilson, First Floor Conference Room.

During the 37th session the Committee will consider the second periodic report of Uruguay (CMW/C/URY/2), the second periodic report of Kyrgyzstan (CMW/C/KGZ/2), and the initial report of Sao Tome and Principe – to be confirmed. 

	The constructive dialogue between Uruguay and the Committee will take place on Tuesday, 28 November 2023, from 10:00 to 13:00 and from 15:00 to 18:00 (CET - Geneva time)
	The constructive dialogue between Kyrgyzstan and the Committee will take place on Wednesday, 29 November from 15:00 to 18:00 and on Thursday, 30 November from 10:00 to 13:00 (CET - Geneva time).
	The constructive dialogue between Sao Tome and Principe and the Committee will take place online on Thursday, 30 November from 15:00 to 17:00 and on Friday, 1 December from 10:00 to 12:00 and from 15:00 to 17:00 (CET - Geneva time).
The interactive dialogues will all be publicly webcasted on UN Web TV: https://media.un.org/en/webtv/

The Committee will also adopt a list of issues in relation to the initial report of Benin under the traditional procedure as well as lists of issues prior to reporting under the simplified reporting procedure for the initial report of The Gambia and for the fourth periodic report of Mexico with respect to the implementation of the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families.

The Committee will also adopt a follow-up letter in relation to its assessment of the States parties’ report on follow-up to concluding observations concerning Chile (CMW/C/CHL/FCO/2).

II.	Documentation 

[bookmark: _Hlk90473450]The second periodic reports of Kyrgyzstan and Uruguay, the initial report  of Sao Tome (pending submission), the provisional agenda (CMW/C/37/1), the programme of work and other documents pertaining to the session will be made available online at: https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/SessionDetails1.aspx?SessionID=2679&Lang=en 

The follow-up report on the priority recommendations of the concluding observations on the second periodic report of Chile is available online at:
https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/TreatyBodyExternal/FollowUp.aspx?Treaty=CMW&Lang=en 


III.	Venue 

[bookmark: _Hlk90473632]	The 37th session of the Committee will take place in the First Floor Conference Room at Palais Wilson. Owing to the positive epidemiological evolution of the COVID-19 pandemic and applicable safety rules, the treaty bodies have returned to in-person sessions, with full in-person participation of treaty body experts, State parties’ delegations and other external stakeholders. It is expected that external stakeholders will be accredited to access the meeting room in-person, with the possibility for others to connect remotely, in a hybrid format.

All public meetings of the 37th session of the Committee will be webcasted at UN Web TV.

IV. CSO and NHRI submissions 

[bookmark: _Hlk90473854]The Committee welcomes representatives of national and international CSOs, as well as NHRIs to provide country-specific information on issues relevant to the implementation of the Convention by Kyrgyzstan, Uruguay, and Sao Tome and Principe (tbc) as well as Benin, The Gambia, Mexico, and Chile as far as it relates to the priority recommendations contained in the respective concluding observations. This can be done orally and/or in writing. Due to the volume of documentation received, written submissions should not exceed 4,000 words. They must be in one of the working languages of the Committee (English, French or Spanish). Information should be as specific, reliable and objective as possible. CSOs reports prepared by coalitions of NGOs are encouraged.

CSOs/NHRIs wishing to submit reports to the Committee are required to:

· Identify the full name of the CSO/NHRI (in the title of the submission);
· Indicate the country to which the information relates (in the title of the submission);
· Indicate whether or not the submission may be posted on the webpage of the CMW for public information purposes; 
· Submit the report in Word and PDF formats by e-mail to the CMW Secretariat. CSOs/NHRIs submissions should be in English, French or Spanish and should generally not exceed 4,000 words in length. OHCHR does not translate or reproduce CSOs/NHRIs documents; and
· Address as briefly and precisely as possible the main human rights issues arising under the articles of the Convention affecting migrant workers and members of their families in the State party concerned, as well as migrant workers and members of their families from that State party who live abroad. They should also address the adverse effects of the environmental degradation and climate change, the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic, and measures taken by States parties in response thereto, on the enjoyment of the human rights of migrant workers and members of their families. Written submissions should be prepared with a view to assisting the Committee in formulating targeted conclusions and recommendations, as well as lists of issues, and in the case of lists of issues prior to reporting, in identifying the central issues to be addressed during the constructive dialogue with the State party (see the link for the template for submissions by stakeholders at the end of the note). 

All written submissions should reach the Secretariat of the Committee four weeks prior to the beginning of the session, but no later than 27 October 2023. However, late submissions will still be accepted by the Committee to the extent possible. The Word and PDF versions of the submission should be sent to the following e-mail address: ohchr-cmw@un.org. 

V.	Meetings with CSOs/NHRIs 

	The Committee will set aside time at its 37th session for CSOs and NHRIs to orally provide country-specific information in respect of the consideration of the second periodic report of Kyrgyzstan, the second periodic report of Uruguay, and the initial report of Sao Tome and Principe (tbc) as well as in respect of the lists of issues prior to reporting concerning the initial report of The Gambia,  the fourth periodic report of Mexico, the list of issues in relation to the initial report of Benin under the traditional procedure and the follow-up report of Chile. 

A briefing in public meeting concerning Benin, Kyrgyzstan, Sao Tome and Principe (tbc) and The Gambia is scheduled for Monday, 27 November 2023, from approximately 10:30 to 11:45am (CET – Geneva time). This meeting with CSOs and NHRIs follows the opening of the session and adoption of the session agenda in public meeting. Based on rules of the United Nations Office in Geneva relating to interpretation in formal hybrid and/or remote meetings, there will only be 30 minutes available for remote participation in this meeting for CSOs and NHRIs on Monday, 27 November, 10:30-11:45 am. In-person participation in the public meetings in session of the Committee is therefore strongly encouraged.

A briefing in public meeting by CSOs and NHRIs concerning Uruguay, Mexico and Chile is scheduled for Monday, 27 November 2023, from approximately 3 to 4pm (CET – Geneva time). No time constraints for remote participation apply to this meeting.

	CSOs/NHRIs making oral statements should note that their interventions should typically not exceed 7 minutes in the case of the review of States parties’ reports by the Committee and lists of issues prior to reporting, and not exceed 5 minutes in the case of the assessment of follow-up reports by the Committee. More or less time may be provided by the Chair of the CMW Committee depending upon the number of speakers. Should the assigned remote meeting time not suffice, CSOs and NHRIs representatives may be asked by the Chair to reply to the Committee’s questions in writing after the public meeting and/or are advised to take advantage of the possibility of informal briefings with the Country Rapporteurs of the Committee in closed meeting (see below VII.).

[bookmark: _Hlk90474521]	Representatives from CSOs/NHRIs must confirm their intention to publicly brief the CMW Committee by informing the CMW Secretariat by 17 November 2023, at ohchr-cmw@un.org. For those participants, who intend to brief the Committee remotely in a hybrid meeting, a meeting link will be sent to them a few days prior to the respective meeting in session. 

CSOs/NHRIs should also provide the Secretariat of the CMW Committee with an electronic copy (in PDF and Word formats for accessibility reasons) at ohchr-cmw@un.org of their oral statements/talking points by Friday, 24 November 2023, for interpretation purposes. 
 
VI.	Registration

CSOs and NHRIs representatives who wish to attend in-person any public sessions of the Committee are required to register individually online on Indico: https://indico.un.org/event/1001815/.
A User Guide for conference participants is available at: https://indicohelp.unog.ch/  
Upon arrival in Geneva, representatives of CSOs/NHRIs should collect, from 27 November 2023, their ground pass at OHCHR, Palais Wilson, Security Pavilion, 52 Rue des Pâquis, Geneva, Switzerland. Hours of operation are from 8:00 to 17:00. All properly registered applicants are required to bring the confirmation of registration (which will be sent by email upon successful registration online) and present their valid passport or government issued ID (with photo).

All public meetings of the Committee will be webcasted live on the following website: https://media.un.org/en/webtv/ 

VII.	Informal briefings with the Committee

In line with the Committee’s decision 31/3 taken at its 31st session to provide CSOs, including migrants’ organizations, and NHRIs, with the option of not attending the public informal meeting of the Committee on States parties to be reviewed during the respective session held during its first meeting, CSOs/NHRIs wishing to provide country-specific information, may also organize remote private briefings of 45 minutes each for the Committee:
On Monday, 27 November 2023, from approximately 5 to 5:45pm (CET – Geneva time), in relation to Uruguay.
On Tuesday, 28 November, from approximately 2 to 2:45pm (CET - Geneva time) in relation to Kyrgyzstan.
On Tuesday, 28 November, from approximately 6 to 6:45pm (CET - Geneva time) in relation to Sao Tome and Principe (tbc).

CSOs/NHRIs wishing to organize such briefings should contact the CMW Secretariat to coordinate well in advance of the session at ohchr-cmw@un.org.


VIII.	Additional Information

For further information about the treaty bodies in general, specific information on CMW and on the participation and role of CSOs, NHRIs and United Nations specialized agencies and other bodies with respect to the State reporting procedure, please consult the following links:  

· https://www.ohchr.org/en/treaty-bodies/cmw  
· https://www.ohchr.org/en/treaty-bodies/cmw/information-civil-society-non-governmental-organizations-national-human-rights-institutions (Here you can also subscribe to e-mail updates if you would like to stay informed about UN human rights activities and developments)   
· Statement on the Committee’s relationship with CSOs: http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CMW/C/21/2&Lang=en
· Statement on the Committee’s relationship with NHRIs: http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=INT/CMW/STA/8065&Lang=en 
· Guidelines for submission of reports by United Nations specialized agencies and other bodies: 
https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CMW%2fC%2f1&Lang=en
· Template for UN Agencies, NHRIs and CSOs to provide information on a State party to the Committee: http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=INT%2fCMW%2fINF%2f29%2f27229&Lang=en 
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