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Replies to the List of Issues by Organizations of Persons with Disabilities in Zambia
Introduction
1. This report was produced by the Zambia Federation of Disability Organisations as an umbrella and coordinating civil society organisation on disability and chairperson of the Disability Rights Independent Monitoring Team (DRIMT) an independent non-state actor-led monitoring mechanism for the CRPD in Zambia to which Disability Rights Watch is the secretariat. Other organisations that participated in the production of the report under the DRIMT framework are Albinism Foundation of Zambia, Archie Hinchcliffe Disability Intervention, Deafblind Association of Zambia, Paralegal Alliance Network, Christian Blind Mission,  Association of Blind Women Empowerment in Zambia, Mental Health Reformed Movement, Mental Health Users Network of Zambia, Norwegian Association of Disabled, Zambia National Association of the Deaf, Governance Elections Advocacy and Research Services Initiative, Cheshire Homes Society of Zambia, Women and Law in Southern Africa, Selected mass media houses, Sightsavers Zambia, Psychosocial Support Initiative, Zambia Association for Parents of Children with Disabilities, Zambia National Association of Persons with Physical Disabilities, Zambia National Association of the Partially Sighted, Zambia National Federation of the Blind, Zambia Land Alliance, Zambia Association for Employment of Persons with Disabilities, Zambia Association of the Blind and the Deafblind Association of Zambia.

2. The report responds to the List of Issues in relation to the initial report of Zambia and makes recommendations for the Committee’s consideration during the constructive dialogue with the State. We hope that this information shall be helpful and beneficial to the Committee during its constructive dialogue with the State and inform its concluding observations
Purpose and general obligations (arts. 1–4)
	1. Please inform the Committee about steps taken: 
(a) To review and harmonize all legislation, policies and measures, and to remove derogatory terminology, in compliance with the Convention;
(b) To ensure and promote the effective participation of organizations of persons with disabilities in the design and monitoring of legislation, policies, programmes and regulations relevant to persons with disabilities. 


3. Despite Zambia repealing the Mental Disorders Act in 2019 and replacing it with a more human rights compliant Mental Health Act, derogatory terms in reference to persons with disabilities are still on some statute books such as the Bill of Rights in the Constitution and the Penal Code among others.The Constitution and some subsidiary legislation still contain discriminatory clauses against persons with disabilities. Examples include Article 13 (1) (h), 16 (2) (i), 70 (2) (d) and 83 (1) (b) of the Constitution and the Penal Code Act Chapter 87 of Laws of Zambia (Section 139 on “defilement of imbeciles or person with mental illness”).
4. Zambia’s National Development Plan (2022-2026 ) is anchored on principles of inclusion and participation but mechanisms for the effective engagement of organisations of persons with disabilities are not adequate.
Recommendations
i. The State should undertake comprehensive harmonization of the policy and legal frameworks in Zambia to ensure compliance with the UNCRPD.
ii. The State should amend the Persons with Disabilities Act to include an obligation to effectively consult persons with disabilities in all matters that affect them.
iii. The State should provide a timeframe for the revision of the Bill of Rights to address weaknesses and derogations contained therein.  
Equality and non-discrimination (Art. 5)
	2. Please provide information on measures taken: 
(a) To ensure that legislation, including the Bill of Rights, the Penal Code Act and the Criminal Procedure Code Act, prohibits discrimination on the basis of disability across all sectors and areas of life, including by recognizing the denial of reasonable accommodation as a form of prohibited discrimination; 
(b) To ensure that persons who are deaf are not prevented from obtaining motor vehicle driving licences; 
(c) To adopt at the national level the Regional Action Plan on Albinism in Africa (2017–2021), aimed at ending attacks and other human rights violations against persons with albinism.


5. Zambia has undertaken piecemeal amendments to the Penal Code to remove criminal defamation of the President and to strike out the death penalty. 
6. Zambia’s Law Development Commission undertook a comprehensive review of the Penal Code and the Criminal Procedure Code and made recommendations that included the removal of derogative words used to describe persons with disabilities, however the Executive has not taken steps to take the proposals to Parliament for enactment.
7. The State has not taken steps to ensure persons who are deaf are not prevented from obtaining motor vehicle driving licenses.
8. The state has not taken any steps to ratify the Protocol of the African Charter on Human and People's Rights on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities nor has it taken any legislative steps to accord enhanced protection to persons with albinism. The African Charter has provided for specific measures to protect persons with albinism by states parties.
Recommendations:
i. The State should take immediate steps to review the Constitution specifically the Bill of Rights to ensure that it addresses disability-based discrimination and intersectional discrimination and recognize denial of reasonable accommodation as discrimination.
ii. The state should take steps to establish accessible and effective complaints mechanisms for Persons with Disabilities to report incidences of discrimination. 
iii. The state should immediately ratify the Africa Disability Protocol. 
iv. The State Party should adopt at the national level the AU plan of Action on ending attacks and other human rights violations targeting persons with albinism in Africa 2021 - 2031 
Women with disabilities (Art. 6)
	3. Please inform the Committee about:
(a) Steps taken to address the negative attitudes and multiple and intersectional discrimination that women and girls with disabilities face in achieving sustainable livelihoods and gaining access to social services;
(b) Efforts to further develop strategies and programmes for the advancement, development and empowerment of women and girls with disabilities, including those with albinism, and the results achieved and data available on women and girls with disabilities entitled to empowerment programmes, including the Girls’ Education and Women’s Empowerment and Livelihood project and the empowerment grants for clubs (CRPD/C/ZMB/1, paras. 83–84).


9. Women with Disabilities in Zambia continue to be victims of widespread stigma and discrimination in access to health and particularly reproductive health services. There is no evidence of a state supported awareness programme addressing the specific issues of women and girls with disabilities. Women with Disabilities continue to complain of Gender Based Violence based on their disability. There is inadequate data on the state of women and girls with disabilities in Zambia in decision-making and economic activity. 
10. After the change of government in 2021 Zambia scrapped off the Ministry of Gender and had not yet taken any steps to establish the Gender Equality and Equity Commission as provided for by the Constitution. The programmes cited such as the Girls Education and Women’s Empowerment and livelihoods project output data from these intervention does not indicate how many girls and women with disabilities are beneficiaries. 
11. We recognise that a policy is in place to accord full bursaries and scholarships to all applicants with disabilities under the Higher Education; Loans and Scholarships Board with a criteria that specifically prioritises girls with disabilities. The Constituency Development Fund has been enhanced and additional support for boarding fees and skills development is available and explict directive issued for support to children with disabilities.  However there is need to ensure disability disaggregated data from CDF supported interventions targeting girls and women.
12. While we recognise that there have been three appointments of women with disabilities at public commission level, after the change of administration in 2021, Zambia still has inadequate representation of women with disabilities in decision making at all levels. Girls and women with disabilities also face inequalities in the education sector, for instance only two women who are deaf have passed through the public Universities of Zambia since inception.
Recommendations
i. The State should review and amend the Persons with Disabilities Act to include specific provisions on the rights of women with disabilities in order to conform to the principles and standards provided in the Convention.
ii. The State should ensure that women with disabilities have full access to empowerment programmes and social services for enhancement of their participation in development on equal basis with others.
iii. The State should take measures to protect women and girls with disabilities from all forms of abuse, violence and discrimination. The anti-GBV Act No 1 of 2011, National Gender Policy 2014 and the Gender Equity and Equality Act No, 22 of 2015 must be reviewed to carry specific measures to protect women and girls with disabilities.
iv. The State should ensure persons with disabilities including women and girls are targeted in gender-based violence and HIV/AIDS sensitization and awareness creation.
v. The State should take practical steps to enhance the representation of women in key decision-making structures and operationalise the Gender Equity and Equality Commission as established by the Constitution of Zambia and re-consider its position on the Ministry of Gender.
Children with Disabilities (Art. 7)
	 4. Please provide information on: 
[bookmark: _Hlk53660526](a) Steps taken to provide accessible early intervention, habilitation and rehabilitation services for all children with disabilities, in order to prevent their seclusion at home, and to provide services and support to children with disabilities, their families and caregivers;
(b) The system in place to enable children with disabilities, including children with multiple disabilities and those who are deafblind, to effectively participate and voice their opinion on matters that affect them; 
(c) Measures taken to ensure that the individual evolving capacities of children with disabilities are factored into the determination of their best interests at all times.


13.  Zambia enacted the Children’s Code Act in 2022  provides for the best interest principle of the child and references the Persons with Disabilities Act. 
14. More specifically the Children’s Code Act explicitly prohibits discrimination on basis of disability "7. (1) A person shall not discriminate against or punish a child on the basis of race, colour, sex, gender, age, language, political or other opinion, conscience, belief, tribe, pregnancy, health, ethnic or social origin, disability, property, birth, economic or other status. "
15. The Act further provides in Section 15 that a child with a disability has the right to be treated with dignity and respect in accordance with the Persons with Disabilities Act, 2012.
16. In its concluding observations on Zambia in 2022, the CRC Committee [footnoteRef:2]asked about awareness-raising measures on laws and policies related to children with disabilities. It asked also about measures to train teachers, to increase access to rehabilitation centres and to prevent placement in institutions. The delegation indicated that the National Agency for persons with Disabilities, created under the National Disability Act, is in charge of raising awareness and promoting the rights of children with disabilities. Moreover, it informed that efforts are still in progress, for example, the creation of the National Disability Management Information System and the implementation of national surveys to collect data. [2:  CRC/C/ZMB/CO/5-7.] 

17. Zambia's legal framework has become fairly progressive to children however children with disabilities especially in the denial of dignity, being hidden away in homes and denial of essential services especially in rural areas. This is a consequence of poor implementation of laws and policies.  
18. The process Zambia uses for child screening and assessment is not decentralised and is not based on a multi-disciplinary team composition hence parents suffer long distances to various institutions for child assessment and school placement procedures.
19. The children’s code Act has laid out standards for the determination of the best interests of the child and do not unfortunately mention consideration for the evolving capacities of children with disabilities.
Recommendations
I) Review and amend the Person with Disabilities Act to include Article 7 of the Convention providing for the rights of children with disabilities in order to conform to the principles and standards provided in the Convention. 
II) Implement in full the disability action plan in order to realize the rights of children with disabilities.
III) Zambia should develop and implement a decentralised multi-disciplinary effective habilitation and early detection and assessment system for children with disabilities. 
IV) Zambia should revise the curriculum to include teaching programs to cater to the educational needs of left-out children such as those with deafblindness and those with autism.
Awareness-raising (Art. 8)
	5. Please provide information on:
(a) Awareness-raising strategies, developed in consultation with organizations of persons with disabilities, including campaigns and training programmes for government officials, the private sector, media professionals and the general public, and including at the community level, undertaken to combat stigmas, stereotypes, harmful practices and deep-rooted cultural beliefs against persons with disabilities, including persons with albinism, women with disabilities and children with disabilities;
(b) Measures taken to encourage all organs of the media to portray persons with disabilities in a manner consistent with the purpose of the Convention.



20.  Civil society recognises that the Zambia Agency for Persons with Disabilities (ZAPD) with support from the International Labour Organisation developed a communication strategy aligned to its new strategic plan in 2023, however there is still no government wide awareness raising programme on disability rights. 
21. Despite the Persons with Disabilities Act compelling all public and private television stations to provide sign language in all programmes of public interest no private television has complied with the law.
22. Some capacity building efforts for journalists in reporting on disability in line with CRPD principles has been undertaken at a small scale with support from cooperating partners, there is still no deliberate government programme aimed at training journalists on reporting on disability using a human rights model and influencing the journalism curriculum to carry specific disability rights content. 
 
Recommendations
i. The State Party must put in place a national action plan on raising awareness on the rights of persons with disabilities across all government institutions, private and the general public including at community level, in close consultation with organizations of persons with disabilities.
ii. The State Party should initiate a programme to train media professionals on the rights of persons with disabilities and appropriate language to portray persons with disabilities.
iii. The state should undertake public education on the rights of persons with albinism to address myths around albinism which have made them a target for ritual attacks. 
iv. Zambia should introduce targeted awareness raising on deafblindness, albinism and other marginalised categories of persons with disabilities.
v. Zambia’s Independent Broadcasting Authority should put in place measures and incentives to compel private television broadcasting stations to provide sign language for all news bulletins and other programmes of public interest.

Accessibility (Art. 9)
	6. Please inform the Committee about:
(a) Measures taken to ensure the accessibility of the physical environment, transport, information and communications technology and other facilities and services open or provided to the public in both rural and urban areas;
(b) Steps taken to develop and implement minimum standards and guidelines for accessibility, and the consultations with and active involvement of organizations of persons with disabilities in those processes.


23. The Persons with Disabilities Act No. 6 of 2012 provides for the rights of persons with disabilities of access to the physical environment with clear obligations on building owners. Public road and water transport is largely not accessible to persons with disabilities. Information on the bus routes is not provided in accessible format. Deaf people don’t know which bus boarding at that time as name of routes are not displayed. The blind persons get confused because there are too many people calling out routes at the same time.
24. Zambia has enacted an Access to Information law in a bid to promote an open and accountable government. The law does not however provide for full disclosure, nor does it provide any measures to ensure public information is made available to persons with disabilities in accessible formats.  The Act provides under Section 19 that a person who has been granted access to information shall, if the information requested does not exist in a language requested, be given access to the information in the language or format that the information exists.
25. Access to assistive technology to enhance access to information remains a big challenge for persons with disabilities. 
26. No accessibility obligations under the convention have been implemented despite available legislation. Zambia has not yet adopted national standards on accessibility anchored on universal design principles in line with the convention.
Recommendations
i. The state party needs to ensure full participation, consultation and involvement of persons with disabilities and their representative organisations in the development and implementation of accessibility standards and regulations.
ii. The state party needs to provide the ZAPD inspectorate directorate with adequate resources to undertake its mandate across all the ten provinces to ensure compliance to the regulations and standards to be enacted. 
iii. The state party should adopt legislative measures to recogise and designate Sign Language as an official language in order to assure the enjoyment of social economic and cultural rights by the deaf community.
iv. The state party should remove all restrictions in access to motor vehicle driving licenses for persons who are deaf.
v. The state party should eliminate all barriers in access to information for all such as contained in Section 19 of the Access to Information Act 2023.
Right to life (Art. 10)
	7. Please provide information on the specific legal and policy measures taken to protect persons with disabilities, in particular persons with albinism, from different forms of violence, including ritual killings for their body parts.


27. The State Party has not taken any legal or policy measures to provide specific protective measures to persons with albinism from different forms of violence, including ritual killings for their body parts.
28. The State Party has not yet taken any steps to ratify the African Charter on human and people’s rights on the rights of persons with disabilities in Africa adopted in January 2018. The protocol carries specific measures that African states should take to protect persons with albinism. 
29. The State Party has not yet adopted the AU plan of action to end attacks and other human rights violations targeting persons with albinism in Africa.
Recommendations
I) The State Party should conduct mass sensitisation to change perceptions and attitudes towards persons with disabilities and combat stereotypes, myths and beliefs associated with impairments which motivate ritual killings and attacks on persons with albinism.
II) The State Party should take immediate and urgent policy and legislative measures to protect persons with albinism against abductions, mutilations and killings.
III) The State Party should take urgent steps to ensure uninterrupted access to medication for persons with intellectual and/or psychosocial disabilities and persons with disabilities on life saving medication such as ARVs.
IV) The State Party should adopt the AU plan of action to end attacks and other Human Rights violations against persons with Albinism.
Situations of risk and humanitarian emergencies (Art. 11)
	8. Please inform the Committee about measures taken:
(a) To review the Disaster Management Act (No. 13 of 2010) and other related legislation, policies and guidelines and ensure that they align with the Convention and the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015–2030, indicating how organizations of persons with disabilities are involved in such efforts;
(b) To establish a targeted, sustainable humanitarian emergency framework to ensure the protection of the rights of persons with disabilities on an equal basis with others, and specifically in the context of the public health emergency resulting from the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic. In particular, please inform the Committee about the measures taken to provide persons with disabilities with accessible information concerning the virus’s scope and prevention of the virus; to ensure continuous access to support and mainstream community services, including in-home care and personal assistance; to provide equal access to health care, including life-saving measures; and to ensure that disability pensions and social benefits are guaranteed at all times.


30. Persons with disabilities are not given special consideration by the Disaster Management and Mitigation Unit (DMMU).  Persons with Disabilities are concerned that the DMMU appears not to have any guidelines on handling the specific needs of people with disabilities. This means their interventions end up not being inclusive and appropriate. For example, during times of disaster such as the 2022 floods in Lusaka urban compounds, toilets provided by the Unit were found to be generally inaccessible to persons with disabilities and evacuation and relocation plans did not prioritise households of persons with disabilities.
  Recommendations
i. The State Party should align its disaster management and risk reduction policy and strategies with the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction (2015- 2030).
ii. The State Party should review the Disaster Management Act No. 13 of 2010 and other laws, policies and guidelines to expressly provide for specific State response to protect persons with disabilities in situations of risk and humanitarian emergency.
iii. The State Party should ensure active involvement of persons with disabilities in broad-based committees at Provincial, District and Satellite levels and other structures for managing situations of risk and coordination of humanitarian assistance.
iv. The State Party should take urgent steps to build the resilience of households of persons with disabilities to the effects of climate change.
Equal recognition before the law (Art. 12)
	9. Please provide information on steps taken or planned in order to revise or repeal legislation and other policies, particularly section 4 (2) of the Mental Health Act (No. 6 of 2019), that deny persons with disabilities their legal capacity, in particular persons with intellectual or psychosocial disabilities. Please include information on the steps taken to replace substituted decision-making regimes with supported decision-making regimes that comply with the Convention, taking into account the Committee’s general comment No. 1 (2014).


31. The State Party has vehemently refused to review Section 4 of the Mental Health Act. In their submissions to the 2023 case of Sylvester Katontoka and Wamundila WaliuyaKatontoka (Suing on his own behalf and The Executive Director of the Mental Health Users Network of Zambia) v Waliuya (Suing on his own behalf and the Executive Director of Disability Rights Watch) (Appeal No. 01 of 2023) [2023] ZMSC 16 (25 September 2023) 
32. the State contended that the said section did not deny persons with psychosocial disabilities their legal capacity. This position was sadly upheld by Zambia’s Supreme Court. The court upheld a previous decision of the Zambian High Court that found Section 4 of the Mental Health Act not to be unconstitutional. The judges decided that Section 4 does not infringe on the rights of “mental patients”, despite submissions explaining that current legislation allows for substitute decision-making in violation of Article 12 of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD), which Zambia ratified in 2010. While conceding that there “can be no winner or loser” in this case, the Supreme Court called on the Government of Zambia to “prioritize the general wellness of its citizens”, acknowledging the need to “change the mindset of the public in general in order to shift towards a “human rights approach.”
33. On 28th December 2022, the Zambian High Court dismissed the petitioners’ case, finding that Section 4 does not discriminate persons with intellectual and psychosocial disabilities in Zambia. In ruling against the petition, the High Court relied on the outdated 1991 ‘Principles for the protection of persons with mental illness and the improvement of mental health care’. The Principles are a statement of the UN General Assembly that predate adoption of the CRPD, using language that is now widely understood to be derogatory and being grounded in a medical model approach that is not outdated. 
34. Following the ruling, the petitioners approached the Supreme Court and argued that since Zambia has signed and ratified the CRPD, all domestic laws ought to be aligned with it including the Mental Health Act 2019. In their submissions, they argued that the continuing enforcement of Section 4 of the Mental Health Act violates Zambia’s international obligations under the CRPD. 
35. This outcome is that the Mental Health Act remains in full force, and Zambia remains in violation of core international obligations. In practice, the will and preferences of persons with psychosocial disabilities can be lawfully ignored where persons are deemed as “lacking capacity”
36. The Zambian courts did not apply themselves to the detailed guidance of General Comment No 1 of 2014 and missed an opportunity to set the right judicial precedence on legal capacity.
Recommendations
i. The State should review Section 4 of the Mental Health Act to ensure the full recognition of legal capacity on persons with intellectual and psychosocial disabilities and provide them adequate supported decision-making.
Access to justice (Art. 13)
	10.	Please inform the Committee about steps taken: 
(a)	To provide procedural and age-appropriate accommodation for persons with disabilities in order to facilitate their effective role as direct and indirect participants in all legal proceedings;
(b)	To review the training curriculum for officials of the judicial system, including police and prison officers, to include the provisions and standards of the Convention;
(c)	To ensure that persons with disabilities, particularly children with disabilities and women with disabilities, have access to legal aid services on an equal basis with others.



37. Section 8 (3) of the Persons with Disabilities Act adopts the text of the CRPD on legal proceedings, but the judicature has not taken any steps to issue detailed procedures and accommodations on how cases involving persons with disabilities should be handled.
38. Training curriculum for officials of the justice system has human rights components but does not carry disability specific content in line with the convention. Efforts to conduct disability rights capacity building for justice officials have been civil society led.
39. Zambia has recognised paralegals as part of the justice system has not yet completed the process of developing mechanisms for their registration and regulation. Access to justice for vulnerable women and children with disabilities especially in rural areas continues to remain a challenge given the limitations and costs associated with accessing legal aid from the Legal Aid Board.
Recommendations
i. The State Party should develop a justice intermediary regime to enable communication support to persons with intellectual disabilities and other vulnerable groups who come in contact with the justice system.
ii. The State Party should take measures to accord reasonable accommodation to persons with disabilities who come into contact with the justice system to include different languages and communication modes such as sign language and tactile gestures among others. 
iii. The Zambian judiciary should issue rules on the administration and application of section 8 (subsection 2 and 3) of the Persons with Disabilities Act.
iv. The State Party should take measures to train actors in the justice system, including police, correctional facilities and the judiciary on disability rights, inclusion and practice.
Right to liberty and security of the person (Art. 14)
	11.	Please provide information on the measures taken:
(a)	To repeal any discriminatory legislation provisions, including section 167 of the Criminal Procedure Code Act, according to which persons with disabilities, particularly persons with intellectual or psychosocial disabilities, are declared unfit to stand trial or not guilty by reason of “insanity” and are indefinitely detained without regular case reviews;
(b)	To monitor the implementation of section 61 of the Persons with Disabilities Act, particularly to avoid concealment of persons with disabilities in rural and remote areas. 



40. Section 167 of the Criminal Procedure Code, allows the deprivation of liberty for persons found unfit for trial or not guilty by reason of “insanity”. Such categories of persons are hence indefinitely detained under the “President’s Pleasure”. This law and practice is against human rights norms and standards and amount to exclusion and/or discrimination. The State Party has undertaken a comprehensive review of the Penal Code and the Criminal Procedure Code through the Zambia Law Development Commission which did not make a clear recommendation to review of Section 167. Since the report was handed over to the Executive for onward enactment through Parliament, the state party has not taken the comprehensive Bill for enactment.
41. The liberty and security of persons with albinism is still threatened by occurrences of abductions, assault, mutilations, and killings.
42. The Zambia Agency for Persons with Disabilities does not receive adequate resources and has no human resource and technical capacity to undertake monitoring of implementation of Sec 61 of the Persons with Disabilities Act. 
Recommendations
I) The State Party should review and amend all discriminatory provisions in our laws to bring them in conformity with the Convention and human rights norms and standards including addressing prolonged detention of persons found unfit for trial or not guilty by reason of “insanity” under the President’s Pleasure without regular case reviews.
II) The State Party should ensure that persons with albinism are legally protected from abductions, assault, mutilations, and killings on the basis of ritual beliefs   
III) The State Party should ensure that reasonable accommodation and safety is provided to persons with disabilities who come in conflict with the law. 
Freedom from torture or cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment (Art. 15)
	12.	Please inform the Committee about progress made towards the adoption of the anti-torture bill and how it prevents persons with disabilities, on an equal basis with others, from being subjected to torture or cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment. Please illustrate the efforts made to investigate cases of torture and cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment and the remedies available to victims, including persons with intellectual or psychosocial disabilities.



43. The State Party has not taken any steps towards the enactment of the anti-torture bill. There is no evidence that the state consulted persons with disabilities in the drafting of the Bill.
44. Incidences of involuntary admission and forced treatment are still on going and physical and sexual violence are still alleged to be happening in psychiatric facilities.
Recommendations
I) The State Party must expedite the enactment of the Torture Act.
II) The State Party must ensure law enforcement officers refrained from acts of torture or cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment and those found to have committed acts of torture be subjected to due process of the law. 
Freedom from Exploitation, Violence and Abuse (Art. 16)
	13.	Please inform the Committee about: 
(a)	Whether services for survivors of violence, such as the one-stop centres, are accessible, available in rural and remote areas and adapted to the requirements of persons with disabilities, including women and girls with disabilities, persons with intellectual or psychosocial or disabilities and persons with albinism;
(b)	Legislative and other measures taken to explicitly prohibit corporal punishment of any kind, in the family and in all settings, not just in schools.


45. Persons with disabilities especially women with mental disabilities have continued being victims of exploitation, violence and sexual abuse. The Anti-GBV programmes and services continue to be under-resourced and inaccessible especially in rural areas.
46. The Children’s Code Act 2022 has explicitly prohibits all forms of corporal punishment. Sections 22 and 23 of the Act provide that… 22. A person shall not impose corporal punishment as a form of punishment on a child. 23. (1) A person shall not subject a child to torture, cruel treatment or punishment, unlawful arrest or deprivation of liberty. (2) Despite any other written law, a person shall not subject a child to capital punishment or life imprisonment. (3) A child shall not be incarcerated on account of the imprisonment of a child’s parent except where special circumstances exist as provided under the Zambia Correctional Services Act, 2021.
Recommendation
i. The State should take immediate steps to provide necessary psychological and legal assistance for women with disabilities, who are victims of exploitation, violence and abuse.
ii. The State should ensure that fast track courts, GBV centres and other institutions implementing anti gender-based violence programmes are fully accessible to persons with disabilities in terms of the built environment, ICTs and training of staff.
Protecting the integrity of the person (Art. 17)
	14. Please provide information on: 
(a) Measures taken to protect persons with disabilities, particularly women and girls with disabilities and persons with intellectual or psychosocial disabilities, from being subjected to forced sterilization and abortion without their free and informed consent; 
(b) Legal measures taken to prohibit the use of immobilizing equipment and physical or chemical restraints and forced treatment in psychiatric care units; 
(c) Steps taken to expedite the deinstitutionalization of persons with disabilities and to achieve their inclusion in community-based settings.


47. There is no documented measure to specifically prohibit forced sterilisation and abortion of women and girls with disabilities without their free and informed consent.  It is recognized that the Mental Health Act of 2019 attempts to provide for informed consent and supported decision making in accessing mental health services including participation in scientific research. 
48. There is inadequate safeguards and human and financial resources for the provision of services which contributes to persistent violation of personal integrity. Particular and special attention must be taken into consideration when dealing with persons with visual impairment, persons who are deaf and Persons with cognitive and psychosocial disabilities as well as people with dementia.
49. Despite having mental health legislation in place which seeks to domesticate the UNCRPD Zambia continues to use forced Electroconvulsive Therapy (ECT) among its treatment options for persons with psychosocial disabilities 
Recommendation
I) The State should take immediate steps to protect the integrity of persons with disabilities especially in the context of provision of mental health services to also ensure that mental health is given equal status with physical health in practice.
II) The State should put in place safeguards aimed at preventing violation of integrity of persons with disabilities.
Liberty of movement and nationality (Art. 18)
	15.	Please provide information on measures taken to ensure that all children with disabilities are registered at birth. Please also indicate the steps taken to ensure that all persons with disabilities acquire national identity documents at the required age, including those in rural areas, without discrimination on the basis of disability.


50. Civil society findings revealed that children with disabilities especially in rural areas rarely have birth certificates and many grow up without national identity documents. Persons with psychosocial and intellectual disabilities through their representative organisations also reported some challenges with regards to acquiring national registration documents.
51. We acknowledge the introduction of the integrated registration system which captures biometric data of children at birth which creates an opportunity for children with disabilities to be easily captured. 
Recommendation
i. The State should ensure that the migration to digital national registration cards comes with targeted awareness measures to persons with disabilities and their families and measures to ensure all barriers of access are eliminated. 
Living independently and being included in the community (Art. 19)
	16.	Please inform the Committee about steps taken to implement and monitor the rights of persons with disabilities, including women with disabilities and those living in rural areas, to live independently and be included in the community, including the provision of personal assistance and community-based services.


52. Civil society recognises that the State has made efforts to introduce a training module on Community-based Inclusive Development at the Monze college of education.
53. The State has not made adequate investments in enhancing capacity for monitoring of the human rights situation of persons with disabilities with regards to independent living. 
Recommendations
i. The State should put in place a comprehensive community-based rehabilitation or community-based inclusive development policy. 
ii. The State should increase funding to CBR programmes and scale up successful CBR pilot projects.
iii. The State should l put in place a plan to rehabilitate and adequately financially support centres of rehabilitation countrywide and ensure compliance to human rights standards in their operations.
iv. The State should put in place measures to ensure assistive technologies are sustainable, affordable, available and accessible to persons with disabilities to enhance their independence.
v. The State should ensure that community-based rehabilitation services are in place and adequately funded to cover persons with multiple disabilities, deafblindness, psychosocial and intellectual disabilities. 
vi. The State Party should introduce measures to officially recognise and support personal assistants for persons with disabilities for the purpose of enhancing independent living and being included in the community.

vii. Personal Mobility (Art. 20)
	17. Please provide information on mechanisms in place to ensure that persons with disabilities have access to affordable mobility aids and assistive devices in the local market, particularly in rural areas.


54. The State has not increased budget allocations to government agencies like ZAPD that procure assistive devices. As a result, a majority of persons with disabilities especially in rural areas are going without the much needed assistive devices.
55. The State has waived taxes on the importation of assistive devices such as clutches.  This measure has however not improved the situation of access as devices still remain too expensive for the majority of persons with disabilities.
Recommendations
i. The State should develop a comprehensive plan to accord universal access to personal mobility and assistive devices and ensure its full implementation
ii. The State should amend the Persons with Disabilities Act to remove the requirement of modification of motor vehicles before duty free importation by persons with disabilities.  The measure currently only benefits persons with physical disabilities to the exclusion of all others. It is impossible to modify a vehicle to enable a person who is blind to drive it.
Freedom of expression and opinion, and access to information (Art. 21)
	18.	Please inform the Committee about steps taken:
(a)	To recognize the adoption of a national sign language as an official language, in close consultation with the deaf community; 
(b)	To ensure the provision of audio description, captioning and sign language interpretation for television programmes, by both private and public media;
(c)	To improve access to information in all accessible formats, including Braille, large print, Easy Read and other augmentative and alternative means and modes of communication.            	


56. The State has not taken any steps to adopt sign language as an official language, neither has it engaged the deaf community around the same.
57. The Persons with Disabilities Act provides for both public and private television stations to provide sign language interpretation for news and programmes of public interest.
58. The State has produced a few of its reports in braille. The state has not produced any easy to read materials especially to meet the needs of persons with intellectual disabilities.
 Recommendations
i. The State should start providing information in large print, easy to read formats and other modes of communication.
ii. The State Party should ensure through the Independent Broadcasting Authority that private television broadcasting houses provide for sign language interpretation and closed captioning  for their news and other programmes of public interest. The State Party should l sign the Marrakesh treaty
Respect for privacy (Art. 22) 
	19.	Please provide information on steps taken to ensure that the rights of persons with disabilities to privacy is respected in all areas of life.



59. Right to respect for privacy of persons with disabilities has not been domesticated either in the Persons with Disabilities Act, the National Policy on Disability or any legislation or administrative measure. 
 Recommendation
iii. The State should domesticate Article 22 of the Convention relating to the right to privacy of Persons with Disabilities and ensure that effective enforcement and implementation mechanisms were put in place towards promoting and protecting the right.
Respect for home and the family (Art. 23)
	20.	 Please inform the Committee about steps taken: 
(a)	To repeal legal provisions regarding home and the family that are not in accordance with the Convention, particularly section 17 of the Marriage Act;
(b)	To enable persons with disabilities, especially women and girls and persons with intellectual or psychosocial disabilities, to exercise their rights with regard to home, the family, parenthood (including becoming adoptive and foster parents) and relationships, on an equal basis with others;
(c)	To strengthen the services available to parents and families with children with disabilities, including early intervention and support services.


60. Persons with disabilities in Zambia experience discrimination and neglect in relation to their rights to sexual expression, choice of relationships, having a family and parenting. Stigma and discriminatory attitudes around disability, gender and sexuality throughout Zambia impact how women with disabilities exercise their rights to sexual and reproductive health services and family planning. 
Recommendation
i. The State needs to urgently repeal legal provisions regarding home and the family that are not in accordance with the Convention, particularly section 17 of the Marriage Act.
ii. The State must enhance access to family planning information among young and adult persons with disabilities.
iii. The State should take steps to establish comprehensive and intensive gender specific parenting and family support measures for parents with disability.
iv. The State should provide human rights training and information for persons with disability, including providing support for agencies that provide access to sexual and reproductive health services.
v. The State will need to make significant investment in supports and measures to ensure that families are able to provide appropriate support to their children with disability without needing to resort to relinquishment.
Education (Art. 24)
	21. Please inform the Committee about: 
(a) Progress made with the review of the “Educating Our Future” policy to align it with the Convention, taking into account the Committee’s general comment No. 4 (2016);
(b) Steps taken to provide a high-quality and inclusive education system, through effective coordination within the education authorities, to ensure that all students with disabilities have access to education on an equal basis with others, specifying the time frame and budget allocations; 
(c) Measures taken to promote access to higher education for persons with disabilities, including the provision of individualized support and the extension of adult literacy programmes to students with disabilities. 


61. The State has taken some steps to review the Educating Our Future education policy but has not yet finalised the process. The steps taken included consultations among stakeholders at various levels.
62. There is no evidence of quality inclusive education taking place in Zambia.
63. The State has put in place measures to prioritise access to education bursaries and loans to learners with disabilities seeking higher education in Zambia. 
64. The cases of missing results for learners with disabilities especially those who are blind and deaf have continued. This situation has greatly hampered their progress academically and frustrated the efforts of parents to educate their children with disabilities.
65. It is commendable that there is affirmative action applied during selection and recruitment of teachers with disabilities as well as entry into colleges and universities, however the measure is not in legislation making it inconsistent and difficult to enforce.
66. In 2022 the state party introduced free education policy for learners in public schools which is benefitting all children.
67.  The Constituency Development Funds CDF grants are benefiting special schools and units as well as sponsoring boarding fees for children with disabilities.
68. There is slow progress towards advancement of inclusive education. Emphasis has been placed on training teachers of children with disabilities in inclusive practices however children with disabilities continue to receive education in an integrated set up.
69. The Executive wing of the Zambian Government shot down a motion in the national assembly  to introduce sign language and braille as optional subject in schools. This could be key to advancement of inclusive education for deaf and blind learners as it would break communication barriers in the classroom.
70. Mainstream schools in Zambia remain highly inaccessible for learners with disabilities.
71. Teachers in mainstream schools lack knowledge on identification and handling of children with intellectual disabilities.
72. Reservation of bursaries for students with disabilities in higher education institutions is improving access to higher education for learners with disabilities.
73. Accessibility barriers to education infrastructure remains a significant challenge.
Recommendations
i. The State should take steps to make available inclusive quality education at all levels for persons with disabilities, including to the most underrepresented groups.
ii. The State should increase funding to inclusive education to ensure equitable distribution and utilization of resources for quality inclusive education for persons with disabilities is attained.
iii. The State should take steps to make available adequate training and learning materials for learners with disabilities. 
iv. The State Party should undertake accessibility audits of all public schools, public and private universities and colleges. 
v. The state should create a directorate on inclusive education to improve coordination and resourcing of inclusive education in Zambia.
 Health (Art. 25)
	22. Please provide information on measures taken: 
(a) To enable persons with disabilities, particularly women and girls with disabilities, to have access to comprehensive health-care services, including for HIV/AIDS and sexual and reproductive health and rights, in both urban and remote areas;
(b) To ensure the availability of mental health services at the primary health level and to allocate adequate resources for the provision of mental health care at all levels;
(c) To provide systematic training to health personnel and traditional health attendants on the rights of persons with disabilities in accessing health care and services. 



74. Access to inclusive quality health services remains a challenge in Zambia especially for women and girls with disabilities who continue to face challenges in access sexual and reproductive health services.
75.   There is no evidence of any state sponsored campaign or initiative aimed at ensuring effective access for persons with disabilities to sexual and reproductive health services on an equal basis with others.
76. The State also enacted the Mental Health Act to promote access to quality mental health services for persons with disabilities. The Act professes to grant equal status to physical and mental health services and establish the Mental Health Council.
77. Mental health infrastructure is dilapidated and lies in a state of disrepair across the country. Where efforts to refurbish these facilities are made the facilities end up being assigned to other uses. For example, at Solwezi General Hospital in Northwestern Zambia a mental health unit was made but now it’s being used for a different purpose.
78. The nursing curriculum has provided for the teaching of sign language to student nurses.
79. Zambia has included a chapter on disability in the Zambia National Adolescent Health Strategy-2022-2026.
Recommendations
i.  The state party to provide measures to enable persons with disabilities, particularly women and girls with disabilities, to access comprehensive health care services and products, including for HIV/AIDS and sexual and reproductive health and rights, in both urban and remote areas.
ii. Ensure availability of mental health services at the primary health level and to allocate adequate resources for mental health care provision at all levels.
iii. Provide systematic training to health personnel and traditional health attendants on the rights of persons with disabilities in accessing health care and services including provision of information in accessible formats to cater for persons with intellectual disabilities, persons who are blind and those who are deaf and deafblind.
iv. Health facilities should be accessible. Increase the number of Adjustable beds and mobility devices.
v. Youth friendly spaces to be provided for youths with disabilities to access information about sexual and reproductive health services and rights.
vi. The state party establishes the Mental Health Council as a matter of urgency.
vii. The state party to increase the budgetary allocation for Mental Health from the current 2% to above 4% of the general health budget.
viii. The state takes steps to ensure that health workers and their support staff are trained on communication modes and languages including sign language for persons who are deaf; simple spoken language for persons with intellectual disabilities and tactile language for persons who are deaf blind.
ix. The State party should l issue guidelines or regulations or Statutory Instruments on the actualization of division two of the PWDs act of 2012 -health.
x. The National Health Policy of 2017 -2021 must be reviewed to carry specific measures to protect persons with disabilities.
Habilitation and rehabilitation (Art. 26)
	23. Please provide information on steps taken to extend the pilot community-based rehabilitation programme to all parts of the country. Please indicate how persons with disabilities, through their representative organizations, are involved in the planning and implementation of habilitation and rehabilitation facilities and services.



80. Habilitation and rehabilitation in Zambia has been left mainly in the hands of parents, guardians, OPDs and faith-based organizations. Some persons with disabilities are confined indoors, lacking access to assistive devices, quality health, education and good sanitation. There is no evidence of engagement of OPDs in any rehabilitation and rehabilitation attempt in Zambia.
81. Existing pilot CBID interventions cover some 54 out of the 126 districts in the country but continue to be heavily under resourced and donor driven. The state has not taken proactive steps to develop a CBID policy and rollout a CBID programme. 
Recommendations
i. The State party should formulate a CBID policy. 
ii. The state party should increase its budgetary allocations to CBID programmes and to the Zambia Agency for Persons with Disabilities to enable the agency effectively monitor implementation of programmes.
iii. The State Party should decentralize the CBID matrix to ensure the full and effective participation and inclusion of persons with disabilities in the plan, implementation and evaluation of CBID programmes.
iv. The State Party should recognize the existence of persons with high support needs, such as deafblind persons and provide them with relevant rehabilitation services which include provision of interveners and tactile interpreters for their access to information and participation.
v. The State Party should put in place measures to improve the human rights situation for persons with psychosocial and intellectual disabilities in institutions of care or rehabilitation and put in place plans for progressively deinstitutionalization and relocation into community-based settings.
vi. The state party should increase funding to the National Vocational Rehabilitation Centre to enhance its skills training to persons with disabilities.
Work and employment (Art. 27)
	24. Please inform the Committee about:
(a) The status of implementation of the statutory instruments on employment in accordance with the Persons with Disabilities Act (para. 228);
(b) The measures taken to prohibit discrimination against persons with disabilities in recruitment processes and to ensure accessibility, fair conditions of service, career advancement, a safe working environment and equal pay for work of equal value.



82. In its initial report the state party committed to ensuring that everyone at places of work have equal opportunities to employment, equal treatment and remuneration regardless of someone’s status in life. . The reality however is that whilst the right to work is a fundamental right to everyone, it remains a pipe dream for the majority of persons with disabilities in Zambia.
83.  More than 12 years after enacting the Persons with Disabilities Act the State Party has not yet finalised the adoption of the statutory instrument on employment as provided for in the Persons with Disabilities Act, thereby rendering the affirmative measures provided ineffective. 
84. We acknowledge the prohibition of discrimination on the basis of disability as provided in section 5 of the Employment Code Act of 2019.
85. The State Party has through the Ministry of Education put in place a 10% reservation policy for teachers with disabilities during recruitment.
86. Discrimination in recruitment processes has continued and so have barriers of accessed persisted. Employment conditions for persons with disabilities remain poor and most employers including government fail to provide reasonable accommodation.
  Recommendations
i. The State Party should without any further delay issue statutory instruments on employment in line with the Persons with Disabilities Act.
ii. Other sectors of government should also have deliberate policies to employ persons with disabilities as is the case with the Ministry of Education.
iii. The State Party should put in place measures for the promotion of career advancement for persons with disabilities especially those who require more intensive support. 
iv. The State Party should collect data through the annual labour force survey in the employment of persons with disabilities both formal and informal employment.
v. The State Party should enforce monitoring mechanisms to ensure safe workplaces for persons with disabilities.
Adequate standard of living and social protection (Art. 28)
	25.	Please provide information on: 
(a)	Budgetary and other measures taken to expand the social protection programmes to benefit persons with disabilities, including those in rural areas;
(b)	Steps taken to move away from medical assessment of disability for qualification for social cash transfer, and towards a functionality assessment through socioeconomic evaluation in compliance with the human rights model of disability; 
(c)	Measures taken to expand access for persons with disabilities to the available social protection interventions, on an equal basis with others.


87. Efforts by the state party to include persons with disabilities in social protection programmes are recognised. Persons with disabilities are amongst target groups who benefit from the social cash transfer programme.  A household with a family member with disability receives double the amount given to households of persons without disability. This is because persons with disabilities incur extra costs as a result of the disability. According to voluntary National report 2020, about 3 percent of the beneficiaries are said to be persons with disabilities
88. Budget allocations to social protection programmes have nearly doubled over the past 4 years having risen from 4.8 billion kwacha in 2021 to 9.7 billion in 2024. Despite this increase, the numbers of persons with disabilities and their households receiving benefits has not increased proportionally. 
89. Zambia’s huge debt burden coupled with the austerity measures under the IMF programme is likely to negatively affect funding for social protection programmes as observed in the report here. Furthermore the measures have resulted in a massive rise in the cost of living which has greatly negatively affected households of persons with disabilities. Zambia launched an emergency price shock cash transfer scheme to mitigate the high cost of living on vulnerable households but did not provide any measures on how persons with disabilities and their households can benefit from the scheme. The measure is also benefitting urban populations to the exclusion of rural communities to whom many persons with disabilities belong.
90. The State Party has continued to use a medical based assessment for determining disability. However, the state party should be commended for removing the requirement for severe disability in order to access the social cash transfer support. The state party is relying on cooperating partners to support the development and rollout of a functional assessment system. 
Recommendations
I. The State Party should introduce an individualised disability grant available to all persons with disabilities in Zambia.
II. The state party should move away from a medical assessment regime for qualification to access social cash transfer to a functionality assessment regime that takes into account the social economic factors.
III. The State Party should put in place measures to guarantee the right to food, clothing and shelter and other basic necessities to persons with disabilities in the Bill of Rights.
IV. The State Party should put in place measures to expand access to other social protection interventions beyond the Social Cash Transfer
V. The State Party should put in place measures to mobilize and release funds for social protection programmes in a timely and consistent manner.
VI. The state party should put in place urgent measures to insulate PWDs from the negative impacts of austerity measures under the IMF programme tied to Zambia’s debt restructuring exercise. 
Participation in political and public life (Art. 29)
	26.	Please inform the Committee about: 
(a)	Measures taken to amend articles 70 (2) (d), 116 (3) (f) and 157 (2) (f) of the Constitution to ensure that persons with intellectual or psychosocial disabilities and other persons with disabilities have the right to stand for elections and hold public office;
(b)	Measures taken to ensure the physical accessibility of all polling stations and the use of accessible formats, including Braille, in electoral material, and to ensure that persons with disabilities are guaranteed secrecy in the voting process;
(c)	Specific measures taken to increase the representation of women – including women with disabilities – in decision-making positions and on elected and appointed political bodies in rural and urban areas, as recommended by the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW/C/ZMB/CO/5-6, para. 26 (a)).


91. The Constitution continues to bar persons with disabilities (physical and or mental) to contest elections or continue to hold office of Member of Parliament (Article 70 (2) (d), Councilor (Article 157 (2) (f) or appointment as Cabinet Minister (Article 116 (3) (f). The state party has not rolled out any roadmap to review the constitution.
92. Contrary to the State report that the ECZ placed temporal ramps in some polling stations, especially the urban areas to facilitate independent participation by persons with disabilities, there is no evidence to show that this was done. Civil society engagement with the ECZ on this matter revealed that the ECZ opted to support a few public schools to construct permanent ramps but the resources availed were too little to allow for any meaningful intervention.
93. During the period towards the 2021 general elections the ECZ provided voters education materials in Braille and written sign language. However, these materials did not benefit persons with disabilities meaningfully. .  Sign language interpreters were also placed on the National Television. Pictorial easy to read voters education materials for persons with intellectual disabilities were also provided.
Recommendations
i. The state party should put in place measures to comply with the High Court judgment in the case of Sela Brotherton (suing in her capacity as National Secretary of the Zambia Federation of Disability Organizations) v Electoral Commission of Zambia. to make the entire electoral process accessible and inclusive to persons with disabilities.
ii. The state party should put in place measures to have an inclusive electoral system that will guarantee the participation of persons with disabilities as candidates in pursuit of public office.
iii. The state party should put in place to ensure that persons with deafblindness participate in political sphere.
iv. The state party should enact a new constitution including the bill of rights which will provide for mixed member electoral system since this is already proposed through the 8th National Development Plan. The Constitution should explicitly do away with all Articles that bar persons with physical or mental disabilities (legally disqualified) from seeking or holding public office.
v. The state party should take specific measures to increase the representation of women – including women with disabilities – in decision-making positions and on elected and appointed political bodies in rural and urban areas.
Participation in cultural life, recreation, leisure and sport (Art. 30)
	27.	 Please provide information on the specific measures taken: 
(a)	To ensure that persons with disabilities have access to places for culture, recreation, leisure and sport in both rural and urban centres, on an equal basis with others;
(b)	To provide adequate funding to ensure the effective development and participation of persons with disabilities in inclusive sports activities;
(c)	To ratify the Marrakesh Treaty to Facilitate Access to Published Works for Persons Who Are Blind, Visually Impaired or Otherwise Print Disabled.


94.  The Persons with Disabilities Act provides that persons with disabilities have the right to participate in cultural life, recreation, leisure and sports. Section 48 of the Persons with Disabilities Act provides that persons with disabilities shall enjoy the right to participate in cultural life, recreation, leisure and sport. However, the state party has not done anything to ensure that these amenities are accessible to persons with disabilities.
95. The disability community in Zambia bemoans the inadequate funding for the paralympic programme both in the Ministry responsible for youth and sports and the Ministry responsible for education meant for the promotion and implementing sports for persons with disabilities. 
Recommendations
i. State party should ensure accessible spaces of recreation and leisure both in rural and urban areas and ensure that the existing sports and recreation infrastructure is made accessible for persons with disabilities.
ii. The state party should support the involvement and Participation of persons with disability in all aspects of the arts including professional development.
iii. The state party should facilitate funding support to both the paralympics and the Deaflympics Association of Zambia in order to promote sports activities for the hearing impaired
Statistics and data collection (Art. 31)
	28.	Please provide information on the status of the Disability Management Information System and measures taken to improve the collection, analysis and dissemination of disaggregated qualitative and quantitative data on persons with disabilities. Please also indicate the steps in place to ensure that the Washington Group short set of questions on disability is included in all relevant surveys.



96. The 2015 National Disability Survey was more comprehensive as it incorporated the International Classifications of Functioning (ICF) and Washington Group Six set of questions on disability. Organizations of and for persons with disabilities were also involved at the planning stage of the survey as well during the awareness raising campaigns on the study.
97. We note that other categories of persons with disabilities such as the deafblind are left out of national statistics. 
98. The 2022 census carried out by the Zambia Statistical Agency used the Washington Group of Questions and its results are still awaited.
Recommendations
i. The State party should take steps to systematically collect disaggregated data on disability using international agreed standards.
ii. The State Party should take steps to collect data on categories of persons with disabilities who are normally excluded such as persons with deafblindness.
International cooperation (Art. 32)
	29. Please provide information on measures taken:
(a) To ensure that persons with disabilities, through their representative organizations, are included in international cooperation on disability-specific and other policies, with the aim of mainstreaming the human rights model of disability into development policies and programmes;
(b) To meaningfully consult and involve persons with disabilities, through their representative organizations, in the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. 



99. Persons with disabilities and their representative organisations participated in the development and review of the 8th National Development Plan which is the implementation vehicle for the 2030 agenda. However, this participation was mainly for OPDs based in the capital city thus excluding the voices of person with disabilities in rural areas.
Recommendations
i. The State Party should ensure that international development partners work with persons with disabilities through their representative organisations to develop programs that are disability inclusive.
ii. The State Party should ensure that development programs supported through international development partners extend to the poorest and most marginalized members of society, such as underrepresented groups of persons with disabilities.
iii. The State Party should ensure that international development partners support capacity development of OPDs to take on leadership roles within international development policy and activities.
National implementation and monitoring (art. 33)
	30. Please provide information on: 
(a) Measures taken to provide adequate training to and ensure the mainstreaming of Disability Focal Point Persons (para. 271), at decision-making levels, and support them with clear guidelines tied to their job description and conditions of service. Please provide information on the mandate, activities and structure of the Zambia Agency for Persons with Disabilities, including the allocation of human, technical and financial resources for its effective functioning, and clarify whether it is the entity that has been identified as the focal point for the implementation of the Convention within the State party, and on any measures taken to establish a coordinating mechanism; 
(b) The methods used for appointing members of the national Human Rights Commission, the measures taken to ensure its compliance with the principles relating to the status of national institutions for the promotion and protection of human rights (the Paris Principles), and the human, technical and financial resources allocated to enable it to carry out its mandate effectively.


100. The State Party has designated the Ministry of Community Development as the focal point agent and ZAPD as the coordinating mechanism. The focal point persons appointed continue to be ineffective by reason of their placement and lack of supportive resources. 
101. The human rights commission is the designated independent monitoring mechanism for the CRPD in Zambia.
102. The State Party with support of cooperating partners begun the process of developing a national disability mainstreaming strategy.
Recommendations
i. The State Party should take steps to ensure designated focal point persons are placed at a decision-making level and supported with clear guidelines and tied to their job description and conditions of service.
ii. The State Party should take measures to increase effectiveness of the HRC to fulfil its mandate.
iii. Women with Disabilities should be accorded opportunities to participate in the reporting and review of the CEDAW.
iv. The state party should take immediate steps to ratify the Protocol to the African Charter on Human and People’s Rights on the rights of persons with disabilities in Africa. (ADP). 
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