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Committee on the Rights of the Child – 94th session
Opening of the session, 4 September 2023

UNICEF statement

Madam Chair, dear Committee members, dear colleagues, 

I am delighted to join you for this new session and welcome the opportunity to provide you with updates of UNICEF’s work of direct relevance to the Committee that took place since the last session.

First – As you are aware, the Guidance note of the Secretary-General on child rights mainstreaming in the UN system has been endorsed by the Executive Committee of the UN in July – with a strong level of enthusiasm and commitment, which is promising for the steps ahead. A Task Team of the Interagency Working Group on the SG Call to Action for Human Rights will be established this month, to be co-chaired by UNICEF and OHCHR, to coordinate the implementation phase throughout the UN system. 

Second – We have just released the report Free and Safe to Protest: policing assemblies involving children, with many thanks to the Committee members who took part in the Advisory Group along with the Special Rapporteur on freedom of peaceful assembly and of association, the SRSG VAC and other human rights, child rights and policing experts. 

The report articulates child rights in the context of policing assemblies and covers the specific importance for children of exercising their right to freedom of peaceful assembly as part of their overall development, and the particular challenges they face in doing so. It outlines the need for States to provide an overall enabling environment for law enforcement officers to police assemblies in a rights-respecting way, with specific recommendations to take into account before, during and after assemblies. The report will be available on our website in the coming days. 

We will roll out the report and recommendations across UNICEF in a series of regional webinars in the coming weeks. An immediate next step will also be to share this work with the Special Rapporteur on freedom of peaceful assembly and of association, UNODC and OHCHR as they develop practical tools to assist law enforcement in promoting and protecting human rights in the context of peaceful protests as mandated by the Human Rights Council. We may also organize a launch in the margins of the March session of the Council, along with the Committee if interested. 

Third – We have launched a podcast series on child rights and hate speech to raise awareness of the impact of hate speech on the full spectrum of children's rights, featuring episodes with Mikiko Otani, then chair of the Committee, the Special Adviser of the UN Secretary-General on the Prevention of Genocide, the Chairperson for the UN Working Group of Experts on People of African Descent and the Independent Expert on Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity. The podcast series is available on the UNICEF website. 

Fourth -- We have continued to monitor discussions at the Human Rights Council and actively participated in the June session, which as you know traditionally includes a gender focus. 100% of the amendments to resolutions subjected to a vote were related to children and/or gender, a confirmation of how central and polarizing these themes are at the HRC. Girls received visibility through the formulation ‘women and girls’ that was extensively used throughout the session. However, girls’ rights as distinct from women’s rights were only rarely considered in the discussions. Attention to children’s rights was otherwise confined to certain contexts or issues. The right to freedom of religion was also at the core of polarized debates, including in relation to incitement to religious hatred and the permissibility of expressing criticism of a religion or other belief system, following recent incidents in some European countries. UNICEF delivered 14 statements on a variety of child rights issues and country situations keeping children visible throughout the debates. We will do the same at the 54th session of the HRC that starting next week. 

In the margins of the HRC session, together with the Universal Rights Group, we will be organizing a policy dialogue with selected Ambassadors, to seek common ground around the most contentious child rights issues at the HRC. We are delighted that some Committee members will join that discussion. 

Finally – We wish to share that the UNICEF Executive Director has appointment a Special Advisor on Child Rights, Manuel Fontaine. He is starting in this role this week, and we will try and arrange for the Committee to meet the Special Advisor during his visit to Geneva at the end of the month (or during the next CRC session). 

In the meantime, we wish you all a productive session and look forward to interacting closely in the coming weeks. 

Thank you. 
image1.png
unicef@® | for every child




