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Distinguished members of the Committee,

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

On behalf of the Secretary-General, I declare open and welcome you to the fifty-fourth Session of the Committee against Torture. 
“Over the last thirty years much has been achieved, but there is also more to be done: torture continues across the world, with devastating impact on people and societies alike. On the one hand, we are seeing an expansion of the definition of torture through jurisprudence, increasing the threshold of protection under national and international law. More people are protected, and more victims have access to justice and redress. On the other hand, torture is being increasingly justified, especially in the context of the fight against terrorism. This worrying trend is undermining the most fundamental provisions of the Convention and the upholding of its core values”. 
The situation of torture in the world and the challenges we are facing to eradicate it since the adoption of the Convention against Torture were highlighted by the Assistant Secretary-General for Human Rights, Mr. Ivan Simonovic in his key note address to the Human Rights Council high-level side event entitled “Universal ratification and implementation of the United Nations Convention against Torture – How to get there” held in March 2015 in Geneva.

Against this backdrop, Mr. Simonovic reiterated the full support of the Secretary-General of the United Nations and of the High Commissioner for Human Rights to the Convention against Torture Initiative (CTI).Allow me to provide you with an update of this important initiative.  Before doing so, it is worthwhile recalling the immediate objectives of this Initiative.  These are: 1) to identify challenges and barriers to ratification and implementation of the Convention; 2) to address these obstacles through inter-State cooperation, assistance and dialogue; 3) to mobilise legal advice and technical assistance to governments at their request; and, 4) to build a global platform composed of States, the United Nations, national and international NGOs and experts to work jointly to achieve the CTI vision.  

Since your last session, an additional 8 States (Australia, Egypt, Finland, Italy, Honduras, Poland, Slovenia and Uganda) have joined the CTI Group of Friends consisting of a total of 21 States. And in February 2015, the CTI convened the first meeting of the Government Group of Friends. I take this opportunity to welcome the ratification of the Convention by Viet Nam on 5 February 2015, and to call on remaining non-States parties to undertake this ratification process. 
Your Committee, as custodian of the Convention, has been associated closely with this Initiative and you have been represented at its key meetings.  Indeed, your work, as well as that of the Subcommittee on Prevention of Torture and the Special Rapporteur against Torture, represent powerful voices to promote ratification and implementation of the Convention.  

The work of OHCHR has also been actively supporting this Initiative.  
As part of OHCHR main priorities for the period 2014-17, our field presences are promoting ratification of the Convention against Torture and assisting in its implementation in at least eleven countries. 
 For instance, we are currently advising Fiji in its process of ratification of the Convention.
In Guinea Bissau, the Human Rights Section of the United Nations Mission has distributed explanatory documents for Parliamentarians and Government personnel involved in ratification and also held information sessions stressing the importance of ratification and its consequences.  It is encouraging to hear that the National Popular Assembly has since proceeded with national ratification of the Convention amongst other core treaties.  

Similarly, in South Sudan, the Human Rights Section has also been advocating for ratification with the Ministry of Justice, the Human Rights Committee of the National Assembly and the Human Rights Director at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and providing them with technical support in the drafting of legal opinions and training on the treaties themselves.  The National Assembly has passed a bill to ratify the Convention without reservations.  The United Nations Mission has also been advocating for speedy ratification and submission of the instruments of accession to the Secretary-General’s Office.

Through the Special Fund, established under the Optional Protocol, the Office also assists States in their efforts to prevent torture.  The grants allocated by the Fund for the Victims of Torture support those providing victims of torture with legal, psychological, medical and humanitarian assistance. I understand that you will meet the Board of Trustees of the Voluntary Fund for the Victims of Torture during the course of this session.

The Office is also committed to providing assistance to States to meet their reporting obligations. For example, last January, the Secretary of your Committee was in Lebanon assisting the authorities in meeting their reporting obligations under the Convention. Finally thanks to the General Assembly resolution on treaty body strengthening of April 2014, the Office now benefits from a full-fledged capacity-building programme for treaty body reporting. I’m sure that the activities carried out under this programme will help the CTI to meet its objective of universal ratification of the Convention against Torture within the next ten years.
Distinguished Members, 
A welcome development since the last session is the launch of the long-awaited online public database that contains all treaty body case law. This database is an important part of our efforts to make the work of the Treaty Bodies more visible and accessible, and we hope it will benefit a range of users all over the world. I am sure you will find this database very useful in your work. Given that we continue to develop it, your suggestions and comments on how to improve it would be very useful. 
A less welcome development has been the budget crisis facing OHCHR.  As you remember from your previous session, we witnessed a significant cut in OHCHR’s extra-budgetary resources at the end of 2014. This cut affected all parts of the organization and the Human Rights Treaties Division was not spared.  In this constrained financial environment, and in line with General Assembly resolution 68/268, OHCHR will focus its support in 2015 on assisting each Committee to reach the targets set out in the resolution in terms of numbers of lists of issues, concluding observations and communications.  Our potential to support some areas of your work could be strained.  We can only hope that the situation will improve in the future.
We welcome the efforts of the Committee to follow-up on the treaty body strengthening General Assembly resolution 68/268. We encourage the Committee to continue considering ways to harmonize working methods, including for example with respect to the development of the role of rapporteurs on reprisals. In that regard, we are particularly pleased that as an outcome of your November retreat, you will consider at the present session a paper on measures to prevent reprisals under articles 19, 20 and 22 of the Convention against Torture.  This will also be an issue under discussion at the 27th meeting of Chairpersons to be held in San José, Costa Rica, from 22 to 26 June 2015.
The meeting of Chairpersons will also discuss another issue in the resolution: the development of an aligned consultation process for the elaboration of general comments that provides for consultation with States parties and other stakeholders. Your contribution to the harmonization of working methods in that area will be an important step in implementing the resolution.

 Finally, I would like to encourage the Committee to consider how you will approach the General Assembly with regard to implementation of the Addis Ababa Guidelines.  As you are aware, the General Assembly requests all Chairs to keep States parties updated on the implementation of the Addis Ababa Guidelines on the independence and impartiality of treaty body members.  You might wish to consider what modalities you should adopt to meet this request.
In conclusion, allow me to wish you, on behalf of the High Commissioner, a very successful and productive session.

� Bahamas, Dominica, Eritrea, Gambia, Iran, Jamaica, Myanmar, Sudan, South Sudan,Tanzania, Zimbabwe. 
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