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· Madame Chairperson,
· Eminent Members of the Committee, 
· Ladies and gentlemen,
			
At the outset, it is a great honour for the Lao Delegation to have the privilege to engage, for the first time, in the Constructive Dialogue with the 18 eminent Committee Members on the Rights of Person with Disabilities.  The Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities or CRPD is one of 7 core international human rights instruments to which the Lao PDR is party. Our Delegation is comprised of representatives from the National Committee for Disabled People, Ministry of Labour and Social Welfare, Ministry of Justice, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Ministry of Health, Ministry of Education and Sports, and the National Commission on the Advancement of Women, Mothers and Children.

		To implement this convention, the Government has established the National Committee for Disabled People and appointed a taskforce to develop a national report on implementing CRPD where such taskforce is composed of representatives from line ministries, agencies and organisations of persons with disabilities. Our first national report on the implementation of the CRPD has undergone broad participatory consultations with engagement from key sectors such as the public sector, civil society organizations for people with disabilities, development partners, and international organizations.

Madame Chairperson,

 	According to the 2015 Population and Housing Census, the Lao PDR has a total of 160,881 disabled people or 2,8% of a population over 5 years of age. Disabilities in the country have several causes such as congenital conditions, diseases, victims of UXOs and accidents. The Lao Government attaches importance to the rights and legitimate interests of vulnerable groups in the country particularly persons with disabilities. The Constitution and laws and policies of the Government encourage solidarity, non-discrimination and equal treatment of all Lao multi-ethnic people. Any acts of division of solidarity among Lao multi-ethnic people are prohibited and punishable under the Penal Law. 
		To implement CRPD, the Lao PDR has developed policies and revised relevant legislations. For instance, a Decree on Disabled People was upgraded to the Law on Disabled People in 2018. The Law on Education was revised in 2015 whilst other relevant laws have also been revised to be compliant with CRPD. In parallel, the Government has developed a 2016-2020 and 2021-2025 Inclusive Education Strategies; 2017-2020 Strategy for Health Care and Therapeutic Rehabilitation for Disabled People; 2016-2020 Labour and Social Welfare Strategy; and National Social Protection Strategy. Especially, there are policies, strategies, and a plan of action for persons with disabilities and some projects to promote the rights of persons with disabilities that have resulted in better conditions for persons with disabilities to receive better development.
		
		The Lao Government has promoted engagements of persons with disabilities in political, economic, cultural, and social spheres and created an enabling environment for associations for disabled people to fully be active, where currently there are 12 associations and Lao Disabled Women’s Development Center that  have important roles in promoting and developing persons with disabilities in several fronts, including legislation and strategy development and their implementation and monitoring in partnership with government authorities regarding persons with disabilities.

		Persons with disabilities can equally access a health insurance system, a social security system, and a social welfare system. The Lao Government has established 05 medical Rehabilitation Centers and mobile clinic services for remote areas to provide services to persons with disabilities. Moreover, prosthetic devices, orthotic devices, and assistive devices have also been provided to persons with disabilities in accordance with our conditions and capacities.

		The Lao Government has constantly attended to promoting education for persons with disabilities. Currently, an inclusive education system has been scaled up to places with conductive conditions, starting from early childhood education to higher education for free where teachers, subsistence allowances, teaching-learning materials, and other fundamental facilities are provided for.
 
		Regarding to vocational training, Vocational Development Center for Disabled People is playing a crucial role in providing vocational training for persons with disabilities. In addition, other public and private vocational training centers as well as non-profit associations are encouraged to include persons with disabilities in their vocational training courses. In order to ensure their employment, the Lao government has developed the policies and regulations to promote equal access to employment for persons with disabilities. Moreover, employers have also been improving and creating conducive environments for them to work and to receive equal labour welfare.

	 		The Lao Government has continued to improve facilities for persons with disabilities to access to buildings as well as other public services by making necessary regulations and guidelines for instance direction signs, ramps,  grab bars, elevators, parking lots, toilets and so on. Moreover information and communication system have also improved by developing Lao sign language, braille textbooks, audio programs and applications for autism and persons with visual, hearing, and speaking difficulties.
  
		To constantly enhance and improve efforts for persons with disabilities, the Government attached great importance to cooperate with international organizations, regional bodies, and through bilateral cooperation in order to exchange lessons and practices in a constructive and direct manner, as well as mobilizing financial and technical resources to further develop efforts for persons with disabilities. In the past, we have received relatively substantial technical and financial assistance. Nevertheless, these are not sufficient to meet development demand.

Distinguished Committee Members,

		Despite the achievement and progress have been made in the promotion and protection of the rights of persons with disabilities, the Lao PDR faced a number of challenges as follows:
1. Some sectoral regulations need to be reviewed in compliance with provisions of CRPD
2. Public awareness raising to enhance knowledge and understanding on the promotion and protection of the legitimate rights and interests of persons with disabilities have not reached everyone, including limitations on mainstreaming disabilities in sectoral plans;
3. Engagement from communities, persons with disabilities and their families for development of and assistance to persons with disabilities are still limited.
4. Human resources who work for persons with disabilities are insufficient quantity and quality;
5. Financial resources, equipment, orthotic and assistive devices for persons with disabilities are insufficient.

		To address the said challenges, the Government attaches a great importance to cooperation with international organizations, regional bodies, and through bilateral cooperation to exchange lessons and best practices including financial and technical assistances. In this regard, I would like to take this opportunity to express my sincere appreciation to development partners for continuing assistance and looking forward to receiving further supports in the implementation of CRPD in coming years.
 
		I do believe that our initial national report on the implementation of CRPD has provided relatively sufficient information to you. I am looking forward to having interactive dialogue and receiving constructive recommendations from all Committee Members. 
		
		On behalf of the Lao Delegation, I would like to express my deepest gratitude to the UN Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities for giving us an opportunity to undergo this review. I would also like to convey our best wishes to the Chairperson and all Committee Members to have good health, to have happiness in your personal lives, and to succeed in your noble missions.
​		
Thank you
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