February 1, 2016

- HON. WALEED SADT -
Chairperson,
Committee on Economic, Social and Cubtural Rights

Honorable Sir

This is Yo remind you with regards o your moral obligations of your oath of office, an oath
you must fulfill, monitoring the impiementation of the covenant by its State parties.
The Philippine Government is not complying the International Covenant on Economic,
Soctal and Cultural Rights (esp. reporving every 5 years with 7 objectives) which was signed December
19, 1966 and ratified June 7, 1974, We, in the Tribal Communities of the Phiﬁpp.irses under
the umbrella organization of Supreme Council of Datus-Alimaong (SCODA) are highly
-affected. Many of cur Tribal Leaders (Dt Batant Foel R Biong] of Cotabata, Philippines, ot af) Were
. killed by armed groups in connection with their Ancestral Domain and Tribal Leader was
put to jail without any Just cost. (Under UN-ILO Compention No. 169 article 10, para 2 ™. Preference shail be given io
methods of pusishment sther than confinenient 1n prison.”) Y&t the Philippine Government has done nothing
pogitive,

WHERE ARE OUR CULTURAL RIGHTS?

Please help us by reminding the Philippine Government with regards to this Infernational
Covenant, the ICESCR for we, in the Tmbai Communities, view This covenant as
GNLY A PAPER TIGER.

Kindly make a positive action to help us,

With all our respects,

Tmbai ‘r’ou'th President, Visayas Wide
SCODA Tribal Confederacy

and the Council of Elders

and the Council of Datus

and the Council of Baes

and the Tribal Communities of the Philippines
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OUR TRIBAL GOVERNMEN N
: Qi‘ AR ARAN ?ﬁﬁfﬁiﬁﬁﬂﬁmjﬁ {EW mm& Db Bemates, G503
Bngrd ﬁfﬁ&’f & ﬁhﬂmmt '

miaong {5 ﬁj;i- !m its frémzs*w ﬁgm"% s%ié%gﬂw = mel self.
d&%@:ﬂfﬁiﬁ&éiwmwdwhﬁﬁa Wfi;;apm Constitutionend i A, BIT71 provizions lmmé below,
It has its own governmental stiusfure dnd the www to govern iteelf since time
immemoriol. Our tribal government is headed by the &rand Chief (Biling) having the final
mﬁ&:@rﬁ? o firel ] igmant. The affoirs of men ore mgﬁ# by #he Tribal Chisftain
A : s Each Teibal Councll of the different tribes elocts for thein.
mp%mnfﬁma for the Lfmi:méﬁ%mﬁ ( Thibal Chiefrainy and the Kuluba Mm;!" Tribal
Chiafrald) position Out of all the representatives endorsed by the cotnclls, one is choxén
by Courizil of Elders ts hold the Limbubungen and ansthier one for %ﬁiﬁiu&m position, The
Councll of Elders endorses thelr cholce to the Grand Chief. But the Grand Chigf may veto'
the decicion of the Ceimell of Elders if the endoried are prioven undeserving of the
pasition after The consultation of the spivitual guides m?ng the ritul,

The Lim e {%’;ﬂiﬁ;ﬂl Chieftaing hos the puwer with the m&mm and consent of
the @amei sai‘ Elders to oppoint perans to ol #ribal boards, cominisaions, depertments

ond agencles especiolly ﬂ*hw@ elevted by the different Council/Tribes s their

reprasenttive for Limbubungonpesitionupensel M§mwma Initi down by the Council of
Elders and final appmwi & ritual of the Grond Chief {@ﬂi@sgj

The Limbubungan (Tribal Chieftain) and Kuluba {Asst. Chigfraln) are elected o
four-year terms and can nevertun for re-election, butmay be revokedor extended by the
Grand Chief (61 ?ﬁug} i the .ﬁi‘?mfﬁ% deemed necessary with the majority votes from the.
Counsll of Eiders. |

 Succession of the position of ﬂw, Biling Ts through @%@%ﬁw Thadtion to be
ﬂmﬁm&ﬁ h}w ‘fh«@ Nﬁﬂﬂﬁa! ﬁnym {representing the "God Eiven Laws o spivitual meral
by Bartagar]) and the Lobawng mﬁm;ﬁm or the Tribol Chief

ywﬂm impmmng mmmmi@ !aws or Dinagkume Ha

"Fnimkuh i i’ha% Rnygé ﬁts;iminésfmmr of 1“5‘%@ Grand Chief,




SECTION 20, Means.__for. Developmer

SECTION 17. The State shall recognize, respect, and protect the rights af‘ indigenous

qultural communities $o preserve and develop thelr cultures, traditions, and institutions, It
shall congider these rights in the formulation of nationa! plang andl policies.

CHAPTER IV, R4, 8371

Right to Self-Governance and Empowerment

wee, — The 5?&%@ mwgriizag the inherent right of

_:Eﬁﬁsﬁ:?s( to sgé?-ngrnama and aélf determination and respects the integrity of their
walues, practices and institutions, ﬁemez;umiy, the State sholl guorantee the right of

ICCe/IPs to Fracly puﬁsm thelr economle, social r:smi cubtural development,,

B

Bovernment shall establish The means for %he. ?fuil ' &mlcs;)memempmwmem of the

- TCCs/IPs own ingtitutions and :mﬁﬁ?ww and, whare ﬂaﬁwﬁmﬁy, ;mwd‘@ the resources

needed f&apaﬁaw




Tenets of A Datu
atol Mo Bulowon { Possession of o hoart of gold)
' Mo Tosg (Enhancament of Justice)
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» EILIMG~ Erand Lhiet ang the Nﬁ?mw Chairman of the ribal Boverament,
~ Dons not involvein the mf?&w ea"F men, p

- Bives the final authority/judgment '

«Preserves and i&m%wts Tha Temm ﬁf o Bt

3-Royal Adminjstrator of the Grand Chief {@i!&@}

mﬂmw tha Tribol Communities

- Loads in fﬁﬂ?ﬁ“m;;rﬁgi*h@@r cubture

5 és@%lm eonfliet and bring back good relationship o hls pesple

~hielps ln ?W@iﬁiﬁg theneeds of the Indigenous €ui?ﬁ§*ﬂi Communities {Iﬁﬂajf
I‘mﬁgemus ?mp?m {IP&}

»mmﬁ*@ mbﬁmm fo mmimﬁmd ;gyfpﬁmi"sﬁeffim and d suparvisesall
_ ME g%mg mﬁ @ﬁﬁmﬁﬁ‘é p@ai@’é fons suchiss tha Medicine Man (Mangungiyame},

\BUBLNGAN g’m’m ﬁwﬁmﬁﬁ!«%m uf %ﬁ&TﬁébﬁJ
ﬁﬁxmm&ﬁxw %pﬂmw o o o
~Erforces all customar IPRA i{ﬁ.z& 8371yand ﬁ%ﬂ%&ﬂsﬁfﬁ%wmﬁﬁm? Trentizs

fﬂ?‘ ?h@ f&@fﬁ?ﬂ ,

~Negatiaty, erter inta, ond signe ma?rmiw uponiatharizationof the iw':'-'
mm{mmmkﬂ corder;

~Call and gmm;ig overthe meetings

oversee nuferous tribal progeams

~Appoint or replace secretary, traasure, and other appointed afficlals upon consent
from the ﬁnmr | of Elders and fingl a;spmwiwﬁha Grand Chief (throughRitunls)
wﬂﬁgmﬁm ondlead an Wgsamy group 'F’ wmmin?@mma of peaceand order, op

' ﬁuf“ ing emergerncy and colamity;

=Prepore the planand Eﬁ@@gﬂ in coordinationwith the Treasurer

mﬁppm vouchers relating to the dishursement of funds; .

~Enfonee lows and regulations relating ¥o pﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁﬂmnﬂ’ﬁlaﬂd protection W‘F

the el ronment; '

=If needed, infarm and/or ceerdinate with the Nﬁimﬁﬁﬁ ommizsionon Indigenous
Peoples.

o Chief

BA gmzmwmj %Mmﬁn}%ﬁmwmﬂﬁmmwmm |

7. SABANDAL {Human Resource me:&wiﬂ&arg@ of the aupsﬁwl‘mﬁ of the

8. GURY (Eduo

" ruﬁ’tirmt% responsible for a&msmﬁmﬂg Tribal Programs

wr&m& of the Tri bl Government

ation ﬂﬁpmm)mmw the schoo! and 'ﬁm xfuﬁsﬂ% affaire &‘miﬂd’fﬂg
scholarshi p programs; fn e&wﬁimmnwﬁ% 'iw nt of Education



EASURER ‘-:Kkaapﬁ custody o Tilbal funds and ﬁramfﬂﬁﬁ&;
oL Eer:‘izxﬁmi issmwmipﬁ&m mn‘ﬁmﬁuﬁwm wcinbas, matiriels, Mﬁi!#’ﬁﬂﬁr"
PESOUICES
~Disborses funds;
~Cerfifiesns to the avallabitity of ﬁ‘wﬁr
<#hakes awrittenreport to the Commissionen Audit ﬂﬁ:ﬁﬁ@ ¢f-alt Tribal funds and
| ?mp&wﬁwm@w custody, copy furnished fo MCTR, '

ETARY- ngfﬁﬁy ﬁ’fﬁ}ﬁ recurds
epores and keepsminites of all meatings:
‘&ﬁﬁiﬁfﬁﬁ ﬁw rag istrationef himw Heathe and marringes in mMEMEmwﬁh

. ﬁuhmEm fsmpﬁr% m?hﬁ@f&ai m&&w of nwﬁdaﬁf@

- ~Exercises sther duties and functions as may be preseiibed h}?ﬁwf
~Submits reperts to'the Dipartmient of Interior and Local Government '
{DILE), copy furnished *1?%& MCTF _

13, DADANTULAN {Tribal ﬁaw#}*’ Lower Tribal Court and Upper Tribal Dot
~Exereises Jidiciarypowers Hiroughmediationand sonciliafory powers oves
@l dispuites of verious subjects, suchios inheritance, divarce, usury, loans,
- perthership, coineond | nent, pmgwiy Fights, Family relations and adoption.
-Reports to ?h&%&gmmﬁ Justice (DOT), copy furnished fo MCIP

The amﬁ@m written ,é'ma}f afw m_ﬁw @gggw Mg@ @fm by Dt

e, Phese, seiled peacs {m%wgwmw?mmww&y
_m&kﬁaﬁfm Wu@w”m Fhe, m‘j‘af‘m as QH‘WM ﬁmﬁ&ﬁsﬁ#w@

" owm commonly acsepted Justice systems, conflict m&kﬁ%m ?mﬁ*kuﬁam pmm -'
building processes or meshanisimg ond other customary lows cnd proctices within
their respective sommunities and og woy be compatible with %&m mﬁam? tegal
.sy:s‘mm and with rzmrmmmﬁy recognized human righte.’

V.o Awsehn Atenge, The WW of Hg: me ﬁwfm M e Pl F 5”3# ms@» fo J5g5,
snpublishad word sbmitted o entry 4o the Conteoeial &me ﬁmim? spunairad by the

| Cantenndol Commbssim and the 5@%& Coset i 1997, ,

wE et 6l g, Sestidury of tsm o g, 347 Siny E%m 150}
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~Protert and d&ﬁ%ﬁ the Iﬁdi enous Cultural ﬁﬁmmnﬁﬁ%&i _

Irdigenous %@;ﬁ% Ancestrel Domein and ervironment ond fight/copture
terrorishs, insurgents ond  corimingl  elements within oncestral domains
~Coordinate with the %ﬁumm;m} Provingial PIP and Division Ewiaaes’ Suarters of the
Ehilipping Avewy

“Repoit to the Depirtment of Nationd! Defense,

13 TRIBAL YOUTH m?&ﬁu& resolubions and Implement programs inaddressingyouth
' offains in goordination with the Mational ‘ﬁ‘@sﬁhﬂmmiswﬁm{%?f@}mﬁ
i:mpwmrrmf%ﬁmmm

| ﬁﬁmuﬁiﬂwffmmi ?’aagie& ..:

15, M’?MH (Tribel Pricst)- Do necessary rituols for festivities, hﬁr?&ﬁmﬁmﬁéi@a
burials, o spirifual needs of The ICC4/1Ps.
~Buardians of the custemaryand morgl fawes 6 Fhe cultuiral communitias
*ﬂﬁ@ﬁﬁiﬁﬁi‘ﬁwﬁhi‘ﬁawﬁﬂ Civll Registrarond Nationel Stetisti iea Office

The Tribal gevernment hos numerous Administrative Wﬁmm Eapons!
for mamgw vavious facets of fribal life, interaction Ingide the tribe and mmm ﬂw
ancestral domaln and s infrastructure. .

Long years of colonial ruli in the: ?hiirpmmg from {700z 1o the ear*lwf iﬁ@% and the
influe of migramts into Indigerous Peoples territorfes, siomy influences have been
m%i‘ﬂdu&a{i thot gmﬁﬂa%b{ changed the Indigencus way of life, Tndigenaus convmunities at
present ave still characterized by these phencmena bit Wéﬁf%ﬁ%l@rﬂﬂ intheir pure and
mﬂes,m? mm ‘anymare, showing varying degraes of influence from autside sulture. Tribal

svernment run by Indigenous Peoples whose, cultures are based on shuple demperatie
- .xtmatmﬂ%. This is very impertant In the context where commencial interests ore

- continuously threatening indigenous tervitories even where IPRA Is put In place.

Thie iﬁd&gmwpg@i&wnﬂm 1o llve in theiv relatively pmﬁzj distinct mﬁi salf
gufficient communities and hove mointoined g cldse link to their ancesteal pust. They ware
gble to praserve the sulture and traditionsof thair "ETHROS ar “TRIBE® as reflected in
‘their communal views on lard, theiv cosperative work exchanges, thelf wmmﬂ rituals,
their mngﬁf é@nm& and %ﬁlhiam

sqan - Beton! on Implementafion of TPRA in the
neva, December 15-17 20033 |

Tribal governmant of SCO0A confedarasy fsm@ﬁom wﬂhm the 94, 430 hﬁamm
encegtrel domain which covers thres mﬁmmﬁﬁm mal%f Fhe Munlcipality Togelean,
HMarisipality of Villanueva and ﬂ&s.:mci;mh#g a’F Joza-an, Mis :.tf;lw m‘ru {m mp}




mags: Government Structure

1.} Exeoutive m@a masa’mng s:;f the Tribal Chiefrain (U ) Assistant Tribal
ieftain ] _§¢ﬁrﬂemwﬁrmmw ﬁii Tribal Boards and ﬁammﬁm&nﬁ amd aff other

2.} Legislotive Br : -. asisting of i‘hg Tribol =« drid all committess of the Tribal

Lo,

;

LE,} Judicinl Sranch, comsisting of ulan Trihal corts, Upper Courts and Lower

Courts based on customary Laws.

The 'Tﬁbﬁi Council has p@mw under customary Laws.

e Powers - "%ﬁhez Tribal Souncil hos the powar 10 mgahm*e with the national
@md is}mi gﬁwmmm on behalf of the Tribe, to employ legal counsel
i ,mam';:ﬁ “the rights of the tribe and its members,

gve or prevent the leose or
- tprance of ances grests inangestrg %ﬁﬂ&ﬁ tncluding mingrals, gos
and oil, The ﬁaum% also has the power wzﬁf e m‘? éemﬁ‘ﬁ The Council has the power To
protect and preserve the property, wildiife aad neturel resources of the tribe ond 1o
ragulate the conduct of trode and the use and ﬁgspwﬁm of property upon the ancestral
domain.

‘Fiscal Powers - The Tribal Council %ms* the power 1o administer any funds within the
control ai‘ the tribe and, by rezolution approved by @ majerity of the council, To make
mpamtmm for %nﬁ purpmﬁw “i‘h@ Tribal Council, subject to the approval of

of Budpe Managemen F prepare annual budger requests

;&emmam 10 maa@ﬂs ﬂpgmgwmwﬁf bg *rh@ national g@wﬁfﬁmmf for the use of the tribe,

Palice ?mm “The Tribal Council has the power o E.,saw tm on Tribal members and on
non-anembers doing business on the ancestral domaln including Commercinl/Industriol
Plants. The counci! alss has the powar to adopt erdinances governing the conduct of both
members and non-members of the tribe coming within the Jurisdiction of oncestral
domaing, This includes the regulations of inheritance of propérty and demestic refations,
The coumcil also has the power fo exclude from ancesiral domain any person not nglfg
entitled to reside on the Ancestral Domain. The council mey also establish a Dodarhulan
court for the maintenance of Law and Order and the Administration of Justice.

Boonomic Powers - The tribal council has the power o engoge in any business that will
furtherthe m‘smmi& well-being of the fribe and to undertake any economic activity that
is not inconsistent with the law or the Philippines constitution, The councll may also
administer charity and act to protect the Health end General Welfare of the tribe.

No Doty becomes rich m?mﬁﬁy, oy rich in gratitude. A true Doty
walue To money but is mndy to gm& gw@ to the im mmm ?‘amﬁ or mmn m l*wss *fw
his community. Based i
Hﬁmhm as. h L 4

k.




understonding of their aulture drd of thelr mf&mry Laws. A Daty hos ‘?sh& Abflity o
foresse impanding pmbﬁgm% thot the comamni might encouter, This obHity is passible
?hm& h is ﬁ*ﬁﬁﬁ& *r S whwk gives bl signe ond guidance in his dreams. The
of thein Higtary, customary laws, ond practices. Other
y lowis, be Koows mere the spiritudl wetters ond

then mﬁgm @f’ ?Mf
-. m‘i’mﬂw engaged by the ‘*‘m%&

As o seversign First nation of the pmr% the rew gengration tribe sonfederacy
independently determines 18 ewn fote and governs Ps swn people ond effeire, That meors
we imm the mgmbi ity to §wﬁﬁa fw mxrf arid _%ﬂ work within our ewn

“Means For mm
extoblish the means ?%a* ﬁm Mﬁ&
npitutivns and f}@ffmﬁ;m o, ol
'ﬁ"ﬁﬁwﬁw

A Tribal Government that is to withstand the ”E%‘? @f tam
rather than one that m@mﬁy satisfies the need of the momenty, It
‘must be i&ui!*& upon firm moral foundations, Certainty, it mam not
‘be based upon the domination of the powerful over the weak, the
wealthy aver frﬁag poor, but one founded on o vision of common
humanity. :







v

%gﬁ&wm@’ Tihiee I%a 1 -
. Cogeypahs de The Cily - . ¥
¢ Teh Mo, 417 . )
H . : : w IR
gE %x%‘xmmwmg S S
: im :w Y o e i B ; ;
i " wr*:: ;p-'f_,

K

; wéﬂiﬁmgﬁ i::‘?ﬁia, 307k @,@y »@i’ -
%ﬁ.iﬁ;?, ;‘%ﬁpiﬁbgmmmp - .

ding Approvaly

f %&&aw& ot o OTICY -

‘: 3
| “

| &mm 10 Y

| e %



§ COUNCIL OF DATUS,
- known as &m ﬁ‘:iﬁ,wm

t;ﬁ @il ﬁm z*%g%im %}@mﬁiﬁ *&%&é priv i@gﬁ% &i‘m’%@{?ﬂﬁ %m»@%@r

' "Eﬁmﬁi&&mmi Decree 1414 @mﬁ frecative Crder No, 12240, as ©

: a mﬁ &ﬁ @&3@5‘ Favvis, ecrees, exer utive orders and E@gai
sigated [or the Ind )

Egmﬁm@ Cufeural Communites,

- This Cer lt 1t
Berve.

d for whatever lugal purpose i may

E]

Cultural’ Comdnities (OSCC) Central Office. Quezon City,

tion 4th day of July 1997 ar Offfre for Southers

R sy

Approveds |

Bxacufive Divector
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c yﬁ? IFICATION

Yo Whom it May Cancern: | " -

lssued on 39 day of August 1598 ational Comm
Indigenous People [NCIF) Central Gffice, Quezon City, Phillppines.
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COMMISSIONER CESAR B. SULDNG

Chairmign 7
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