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Thank you Madam Chair,
Distinguished members of the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights,  
Ladies and Gentlemen, 

May peace be upon you,
At the outset, it is my great pleasure to express, on behalf of the delegation of my country participating in this review, our pleasure at meeting with your esteemed Committee. I thank you for your efforts during today's and tomorrow's meetings to discuss the initial report of the State of Qatar under articles 16 and 17 of the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights.
Given that this is our first report to be reviewed since the State of Qatar's accession to the Covenant on 21.05.2018, we look forward to a substantive , positive and constructive dialogue, through which we can reflect Qatar's vision and direction in implementing its obligations under this Covenant, bearing in mind that the promotion and protection of human rights is a continuous and renewed process that requires measures to keep up with the changes and challenges that occur on an ongoing basis.

The preparation of the State of Qatar’s initial report which is required under the Covenant, is the result of a collective consultative work with the contribution of a Government committee that was formed by a decision of the Council of Ministers at its meeting No. 31 of 2018. The committee comprises representatives of the relevant ministries and government bodies and a number of academic consultants, researchers.

Given the diversity of the covenant’s topics which will be the focus of today’s and tomorrow’s discussion, the delegation of the State of Qatar’s participating in this review includes experts from the Ministries of Foreign Affairs, Interior, Justice, Public Health, Social development and the family, Labor, Culture, Education and Higher Education, Environment and Climate Change, the Supreme Judicial Council, the Public Prosecution, and the Sidra Medicine Foundation. All our delegation’s members will be willing to provide appropriate replies to the inquiries of the distinguished members of the Committee.

Madam Chair,
Distinguished members of the Committee
Cooperation with international UN mechanisms concerned with human rights in general and treaty bodies in particular, is of great importance to the State of Qatar. This cooperation is not only limited to submitting written periodic reports to these mechanisms, but also to engaging positively in their efforts, especially those for formulating general comments and recommendations. The State of Qatar has also been keen to present candidates to join the treaty bodies, which confirms its conviction of the utility of the valuable work undertaken by these mechanisms.  

Madam Chair,
Distinguished members of the Committee,
Despite our firm conviction that economic, social, cultural, civil and political human rights, as well as the right to development, are interconnected, mutually reinforcing and mutually complementary and that should be considered on an equal footing, economic, social and cultural rights have however a special dimension in practice, as they greatly depend on the resources available to states, their abilities and capabilities. The implementation of these rights may therefore differ from one State to another. Also, the approach to implementing these rights varies according to the nature of the concerned State, its social, cultural and religious specifities. These particularities must then be taken into account when considering the application of the Covenant in each country, and the fact that each country has the right to adopt the perspective and approach it deems appropriate to promote and protect the human rights of its citizens and residents, in accordance with its obligations under the human rights conventions to which it is a party, and its relevant national legislation.

It must also be recognized that there is no single model for the human rights that can be applied in all countries and be taken as an optimal model. But there are at the same time positive and good practices that could be drawn upon when developing appropriate national measures and policies, especially in similar contexts, and this is our perspective of the principle of universality of Human rights, which, in our view, depends mainly on transferring positive experiences and good practices that such meetings can provide.  

Madam Chair,
Distinguished members of the Committee,
The State of Qatar has adopted a national vision for development, Qatar Vision 2030, which aims to transform Qatar into an advanced country capable of achieving sustainable development and ensuring the continuation of a decent living for its people, generation after generation. Qatar Vision 2030 provides a general framework for developing national sector-wide strategies and plans for their implementation. It also foresees development prospects through four interconnected pillars: human development, social development, economic development, and   environmental development.
In this vision-enforcement context, the State of Qatar has taken advanced steps in vital areas such as providing quality education, adequate employment opportunities, comprehensive health care, housing, social security, the right to an adequate standard of living, promoting cultural diversification, combating corruption and other measures, which make up the core of the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights. It should be noted that the State of Qatar works to ensure that all citizens enjoy these rights equally and without discrimination. Qatar has also worked to enhance the citizens and residents’ access to significant progress in the areas of information and communications technology in all the services it provides, especially for groups that need special care such as people with disabilities, the elderly, expatriate workers, and others.
On the other hand, Qatari women occupy a distinct position in the State of Qatar. The educational empowerment of women is one of the Qatari Government's priorities that it has always supported through its various national institutions. Indeed, 67.5 percent of Qatar's higher education graduates are women. Qatari women's participation in the workforce has reached 37% of women aged 25-29, and approaching 49% for women aged 30-34. Qatari women play a prominent role in decision-making as they compete for the highest administrative and scientific positions in many positions including the post of Ministers, undersecretary of the Ministry, Ambassador and Director of Public and Private Institutions. Qatari women have also occupied judicial posts in courts, and have been appointed senior public prosecutors in a precedent which is considered to be the first of its kind in the region. Women in Qatar participate today in all sectors, including defence and aviation. 
With regard to international indicators, the State of Qatar ranked among the first three Arab States and ranked 42nd globally in the 2021/2022 Human Development Report published by the United Nations Development Programme. The report highlighted the key developments in Qatar with indicators and statistics in the areas of social, economic and environmental development. The State of Qatar is also keen to assess its achievement so far of sustainable development goals. In this respect, it moves progressively towards a transition to a more sustainable economy and the achievement of the sustainable development goals in particular in the field of the environment. Qatar's hosting of the 2022 FIFA World Cup is a worthy experience to draw on in how to adhere to the standards of green construction and reduce the waste of energy and water that has been observed in all the stadiums and modern constructions in the country. 

 
Madam Chair,
Distinguished members of the Committee,

Following Qatar's accession to the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the Covenant has acquired the force of law under article 68 of the Constitution of Qatar, and it has become an integral part of our national legislation as a constitutional principle. In recent years, Qatar has taken a strategic approach to implement the Covenant's provisions, and integrate its provisions into the national legal system in conformity with Islamic Sharia principles. 
In this context, a committee was established by decision No. 27 of 2018 of the Council of Ministers to study the harmonization of national legislation with the International Covenants on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, and Civil and Political Rights. 

Since Qatar's accession to the Covenant, important steps have been taken at the legislative and institutional level to ensure the realization of the rights contained therein. Qatar has continued to establish human rights institutions at the governmental level and to encourage their establishment at the non-governmental level.

The State of Qatar has also undertaken fundamental reforms in the legislative and institutional system related to the promotion and protection of expatriate workers' rights. Key among them were the abolition of the sponsorship (Kafala) system and the exit visa system for all workers, elimination of legal restrictions on workers' ability to change jobs, the adoption of a non-discriminatory minimum wage and an enhanced wage protection system, the inspection, safety and occupational health system has been improved. In addition, labour dispute resolution committees and, joint committees with workers' and employers' representatives have been established along with several measures to ensure that workers have access to effective remedies.
To enhance workers' protection from all possible abuses and violations during the recruitment process and to provide integrated services for all recruitment procedures including the signing of employment contracts outside the country, the State of Qatar has opened Qatar's visa centres in six sending countries, and several human rights awareness, and employment integration programmes in Qatari society have been implemented as part of the cultural diversity. These reforms will be addressed in greater detail during the debate.


Madam Chair,
Distinguished members of the Committee,
Despite the unprecedented challenge during the past two years with the spread of the COVID-19 pandemic, the State of Qatar has been keen to adhere to the highest international standards in the promotion and protection of the human rights of citizens and residents under the pandemic-related circumstances and subsequent restrictions and obligations. Qatar's strategy to address this pandemic was based on three main pillars: protecting the entire population in Qatar without discrimination, providing them with adequate medical care and ensuring the sustainability of key services such as education and others, as well as taking the necessary measures to protect expatriate workers and ensure their access to all their rights. The second pillar was aimed at mitigating the economic and social impact by providing support, exemptions and financial stimulus to the various economic sectors of the State. The third pillar was to fulfil Qatar's international role in the face of the pandemic by providing various types of international assistance that benefited more than 80 countries around the world. Qatar also supported international efforts on equitable and equal access to vaccines for all in an accessible and non-discriminatory manner.

Madam Chair,
Distinguished members of the Committee,
Within the framework of its foreign policy, the State of Qatar attaches, within the framework of its foreign policy, great importance to the promotion and promotion of international cooperation with all States and international and regional organizations to achieve world peace, contribute to development efforts and assist States, especially developing and least developed countries, in achieving the 2030 Sustainable Development Goals. Qatar's overall development assistance has focused on vital sectors such as health, education and water. The State of Qatar has voluntarily contributed to providing humanitarian and development assistance, even during economic crises and health pandemics, knowing that Qatar is not among developed industrialized countries that have to assume this political commitment as determined by the United Nations. It should be noted that Qatar's percentage of development assistance has reached 46 %.

The “Doha Declaration” adopted at the conclusion of the Fifth United Nations Conference on the Least Developed Countries reflects the State of Qatar's humanitarian and moral commitment to the development assistance of these countries, in spite of their high economic cost at times.
The opening of the United Nations House in Doha last March, which includes a number of United Nations offices and agencies, is an important step in Qatar's cooperation with the Organization that would enable it to effectively and efficiently carry out its mandate and implement its programmes and activities, particularly those related to the region.

Madam Chair,
Distinguished members of the Committee,
In conclusion, allow me to renew our determination to cooperate with your esteemed Committee and our readiness to engage in a positive and substantive dialogue through today's and tomorrow's debate, with a view to achieving the full benefit of this review and the positive ideas and recommendations that could be made during it, which could support our efforts to fulfil our national obligations regarding the optimal application of the provisions of the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights.


Thank you for your attention, 
May peace be upon you,
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