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PRESENTATION TO THE COMITTEE FOR THE RIGHTS OF PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES (CRPD) 
BY THE ORGANIZATIONS OF PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES REGARDING THE PANAMA REPORT.
This document reflects the work and ideas of the Panamanian  organizations listed below, representing  persons with disabilities and their rights, who have generated important  observations  regarding the country report presented by Panama in 2014:
· Red Nacional de Discapacidad de Panamá. REDIS

· Federación Nacional de Asociaciones de Personas con Discapacidad. FENAPEDI

· Federación Nacional de Asociaciones de Familias de Personas con Discapacidad. INCLUSION PANAMA.

· Mesa de Análisis de Leyes de Discapacidad. MELEDIS

Panama, February 24, 2017
INTRODUCTION:
We hereby present to the members of the Committee for the Rights of persons with disabilities this document with the intent to set forth the feelings and perception of the non government organizations for the rights of persons with disabilities gathered in the Red Nacional de Discapacidad de Panama (REDIS) and the Table for the Analysis of Legislation in Disability (MELEDIS), concerning the Panama Report presented in 2014 on the subject of the advances in the implementation of the Convention about the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, from the State’s view.
The Panamanian State  has adhere to international documents such as the Declaration of the Disabled from the United Nations 1975, The World Action Plan 1981, The Decade of Persons with Disabilities 1983 – 1992 and the Uniformed Norms about equal opportunities for persons with disabilities in 1993; in 2001 ratified the Interamerican Convention for the Elimination of all forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities (OAS) ,    as well as urged by the non government organizations Panama sponsored the installation of the Committee to follow up the Interamerican Convention for the Elimination of all forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities (CEDDIS) and it is installed in the country the Secretariat for America’s Decade of Disability 2006 – 2016 (SEDISCAP). In 2007 the UN Convention for the Rights of Persons with Disabilities was embodied in nation’s legislation.    

In the national ambit there were also punctual actions such as the creation of the Instituto Panameño de Habilitación Especial IPHE, by Law 53 of 30  November of 1951;  Law 1 of 28 January 1992  which contains rights as the right to education,  communication and labor.  In 1998 the National Direction for Disabilities is created in the Ministry of Youth, Women, Childhood and Family and with the active participation and consensus of the civil society organizations the Law 42 of 27 August 1999 of Equal Opportunities for Persons with Disabilities which reaffirms their rights.    The Constitutional reform of 2004 adds to its Article 19 the ban against discrimination due to disability. In 2007, Panama creates the Nacional Disability Secretariat through Law 23 of 28 de July 2007, and in 2009 it develops the public policy for disability with the participation of the civil society.  On 31 May 2016, due to the perseverance of the organizations for rights of persons with disabilities and their families Law 15 that modifies Law 42 of August 1999. 

Although the country has the appropriate legal instruments, the civil society perceives absence of sensitivity and political will to implement and comply with them.  The interaction between the highest government officers, the private sector and the organizations of the civil society of and for persons with disabilities  that was due to materialize with the creation of  the Consejo Consultivo de Discapacidad (CONADIS) has lost its initial impulse that mandated to meet periodically. Between 2004 and 2009 the above mentioned council met six times, none in the period of 2009 to 2014 and once since 2014.  
The population with disabilities of Panama is estimated in about 400 thousand persons which are part of a family, which leads to conclude that closet one million persons are impacted by disability in this country.  As it is usual in this region, this population continues to be excluded and discriminated; it is placed on the most depressed layers of the social tissue, with little or no access to health services, education, work, citizenship, and recreation.  

The reasonable adjustment that are adopted in their environment will benefit not only those with disabilities or restrictions but also everyone around, promotes autonomy, equity, and bet to decrease the wicked breach of poverty and exclusion that has been a hindrance in this group, thus it is imperative that society recognize the rights of persons with disabilities from a practical point of view    because the theory has been exhausted. 
ARTICLES 1 TO 4 GENERAL DISPOSITIONS OF THE CONVENTION 
Panama is the second country in the world that has signed the Convention and with this step initiates the process of legal transformation adjusting to the principles, definitions, objectives and norms of this convention.

As a logical result from this compromise, in 2007 the National Secretariat for Disability (SENADIS) was created through Law 23 of 28 June, and is the State’s instance to direct and execute public policy for the social inclusion of persons with disability and their families. This legal instrument indicates that policy for social inclusion should be based on the principles of respect to human rights, equality, no discrimination and citizen participation. Besides it establishes that SENADIS should promote and facilitate the participation of the organizations of persons with disabilities and their families in the formulation and execution of policies, strategies and programs in the matters related to disability.

It is necessary to state that Panama also ratified in the year 2001 the Interamerican Convention for the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities, which is considered an instrument of public policy that sustains the participation of the associative movement in the process of elaborating public policy and establishes a definition of disability similar to the one that the World Health Organization uses.       

 As for the implementation of public policy regarding the rights of persons with disabilities, the Secretaría Nacional de Discapacidad (SENADIS), has developed three strategic plans   (2004 – 2009, 2010-2014, 2015 -2019). There have been seven meetings of the Consejo Nacional de Discapacidad(CONADIS) six in the period 2004-2009 and one  in  2016.

CONADIS is presided by the President of Panama and the Ministers of State, the Directors of Government Institutions related to the matter of disability and representatives of the organized movement for persons with disabilities are members of the board.  The State is responsible for the execution, follow up, adjustments and evaluations of the Plan Estratégico Nacional (PEN), which are applicable to the executive, legislative and judicial spheres. 

The Panamanian State modifies Law 42 of August 1999 with Law 15 of May 2016, adding the rest of the principles derived from Article 3, also adds the five definitions sprung from the CPDP and reformulates the definition of disability since it an evolving concept.

1. What legislative and affirmative actions have been developed by the State to enhance the rights of complete participation and citizenship for persons with disabilities?    
2. The national legislation binds the education system and the employers to make reasonable adjustments to promote access to education and work as it appears on Articles 2 and 4 of the CDPD. What actions has the State taken to reduce the breach in communications, information and participation of persons with disabilities at national level?

3. Besides the National Secretariat for Disabilities, which other institutions have established programs for personnel training on inclusion, no discrimination and caring for persons with disabilities? 

4. How does the State guarantees that in the formulation, decision making and execution of public policy the persons with disability are represented as of their social level, ethnic groups, age and geographical area?  
5. Certification of Disability is carried out by SENADIS but presently it constitutes a slow and very bureaucratic procedure which at times is even costly and requires revision and update in order to allow persons with disabilities to enjoy the benefits that the law grants them. What measures has taken the certifying unit to improve this procedure? 
ARTICLE 5 -  EQUALITY AND NO DISCRIMINATION 
The Constitution of Panama establishes in its Article 19 the equality of all before the law and in Article 3 numeral 10 of Law 15 of 31 May 2016, adds the definition of discrimination present in the Convention: “Any distinction, exclusion or restriction due to disability with the purpose or effect to prevent or leave without effect the recognition, enjoyment or exercise in equal conditions of all human rights and fundamental freedom in the political, economical, social, cultural, civil or any other ambit. It includes all forms of discrimination, among which is the denial of reasonable adjustments.

Panama has legal norms for the protection of the rights of persons with disabilities nevertheless at the time to implement the, maybe due to neglect the State incurs in acts or actions clearly discriminatory, therefore it becomes necessary to ask the following questions: 
1. Statistics from the Contraloría Nacional de la República do not inform with precision the access of persons with disabilities to basic public services. May the State inform if it has taken the proper measures or reasonable adjustments to insure access to public services due to disability? Please include punctual examples and sanctions imposed.

2. There is no information available regarding crossing the subject of disability in the provincial and local governments facing the decentralization process. What mechanisms have been adopted at the provincial and local governments to insure equality and no discrimination of persons with disabilities?  
ARTICLE 6 – WOMEN WITH DISABILITIES 
In the Panama report it is mentioned the Law # 4 dated  29 January 1999, mandates equal opportunities for women and is focused in developing anti discriminatory   public policy with perspective gender and the obligation of the State to encourage institutional mechanisms and structures geared to guarantee the execution, coordination and evolution of programs directed to women. In turn this law should promote positive actions under the lines and principles of the UN Conventions for the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination against Women and for Persons with Disabilities which mandates the State to eliminate and condemn gender discrimination. 
Based on the above and with the purpose of transecting the subject of disability the following questions arise: 
1. National statistics do not reflect acts of violence against women with disabilities.  Explain the measures taken by the State to guarantee protection of women with disabilities against rape, violence, aggression or discrimination including forced sterilization? 

2. The visits to centers, shelters and homes do not reflect accessibility for persons with restrictions in motion or communication.  
a. Are there conditions of accessibility for women with disabilities in centers or shelters?

b. Are in the care and protection centers sign language specialists to facilitate communication of abused women? 
ARTICLE 7 – GIRLS AND BOYS WITH DISABILITIES: 
The State counts with norms geared to insure the effective enjoyment of the rights of all girls and boys; however the subject of disability does not cross the legal body horizontally in order to grant protection for children and adolescents with disabilities. 

It is clear then, that it is the State’s duty to establish mechanisms to demand and put in effect those rights; in other words a holistic system of articulate answers by family, social, state and community actors, that make effective the fundamental rights of children and adolescents with disability according to the perspective rights established in the preamble of the Panamanian Constitution. 
There are in Panama houses, homes and shelters for children and adolescents with disabilities that are abandoned or have no one to care for them, as well as children under the State care due to abuse, negligence, or other types of mistreatment. However it is our belief that the State should avoid internment and instead offer a more integral protection of their rights.   

1. What measures has the State taken to insure that children with disabilities enjoy fully their human rights and fundamental liberties in equal conditions than their peers without disabilities? 
2. Are the institutions required by law to guard the safety and well being of children insuring that foster homes, hospices, shelters and orphanages meet their needs? 

3. Do the institutions that care for children fulfill their accessibility requirements including state of the art technology for communications tailored to their individual needs?   
4. Name the policies, programs and actions established by the State to prevent the exploitation of children with disabilities?

5. Named concrete actions taken by the State to avoid institutionalization and the criteria implemented to insure and safeguard the rights of children with disabilities in shelters or orphanages? 
ARTICLE 8 – RAISING AWARENESS
The State of Panama manifests in the 2014 report that diverse campaigns and programs sponsored by government institutions have been put into effect with persons with disabilities taking part in them. These campaigns to raise awareness, empowerment and conscience has been see throughout the country but some maintain the welfare and charity approach which is so distant from the present model of human rights.  
In fact these campaigns do not meet the goal of making decision makers in the realm of justice or in the judicial investigation processes more sensitive about the subject of rights for persons with disabilities.  
In the reports presented by the Equal Opportunities offices or directions in the public sector they account for campaigns, programs and very basic activities, with little impact in their target population, such as decorative murals, conferences and workshops, reflecting insufficient impact in the activities to raise awareness in the general population regarding the human rights of persons with disabilities.
1. How many institutions have realized public campaigns to promote awareness and respect to persons with disabilities, eradicate stereotypes, pejorative language and discrimination? 
2. Name the punctual activities have taken place in the public sector to raise concern and awareness about the rights of persons with disability. 

3. How much money does the State spends in the above mentioned campaigns, and where are their results in terms of efficacy and scope documented?

4. Are programs geared to raise consciousness in society regarding attention of special needs according to disability?

ARTICLE 9: ACCESIBILITY
According to the Convention, the measures established by the States to improve Access will include identification and elimination of obstacles, barriers and will apply to:
a. The buildings and public roads, transportation and other installations such as  schools, housing, medical installations and work places 

b. Information, communication and other electronic and emergency services or any other type.  
However it is evident that in Panama, public places and public spaces are hostile to the mobilization of persons with reduced mobility and there are insufficient and inappropriate signs for disability to allow persons with visual, intellectual or auditory disabilities to obtain the necessary information for their individual needs.   
1. We know that the laws and conventions promote universal access for persons with disabilities, but can the State inform of concrete measures implemented in rural or urban zones to put in practice the principle of accessibility and independent living? Please specify:

a. Public transportation, passenger terminals (air, land and sea) 

b. Technology for information and communications 
c. Accessibility to the physical environment.

d. Accessible tourism

e. Identification and elimination of barriers. 

2. In how many areas of the country has been implemented the program Accessibility for All and how many persons with disability have benefited from it? 
3. What measures have been implemented in the judicial system to attain the communication and information for persons with visual, auditory, intellectual or psychosocial disabilities?
4. How many tourist sites, hotels and restaurants comply with the parameters of universal access and how many sanctions have been imposed to those that not comply? 
5. Inform please how many low income accesible
6.  houses have been constructed in the period   2007-2016 and how many persons with disabilities have benefited from these housing projects, according to type of disability, sex, age, and geographical area?
ARTICLE 11: Risk situations and humanitarian emergencies: 
According to the State report presented by Panama there is reference to this subject even though the country is not considered a risk area there is a National Disaster and Humanitarian Emergency Situations Plan.  The persons with disabilities had not been included or considered priority until the organizations of persons with disabilities requested that this sector of the population be given attention as befits their condition
Based on this reference we present the following questions: 
1. What advances has had the Panamanian State incorporating priority care of persons with disability into the National Disaster and Humanitarian Emergency Situations Plan?

2. Are the massive information systems, as television, prepared to transmit instructions to persons with auditory disability in cases of disasters or risk situations?  
3. Has the education system designed and implemented a program to insure priority evacuation for children with disabilities?

4. The shelters, hospices, hospitals or prisons count with evacuation plans and signs geared to persons with disabilities?

5. Is the prison system prepared to care for persons of disabilities in cases of disasters or risk situations? 
ARTICLE 12: EQUAL RECOGNITION AS PERSONS BEFORE THE LAW:

The Convention makes a deep and clear point regarding the legal capacity of persons with disabilities in equal basis with others in all aspects of life. This statement brings about a significant change in national legislation, considering that at present there are signs of segregation and discrimination for reason of disability. Therefore the legal capacity of persons with disabilities is not recognized as it is not recognized the exercise of such legal capacity and it becomes a hard struggle in the courts where they are not permitted to serve as witnesses, be respected, introduce processes exercising their legitimate right to carry out with autonomy different legal businesses.
1. Name the actions taken by the State to modify or adequate the discriminatory norms that exclude the persons with disabilities from exercising their legal capacity.
2. What measures have been taken by the State to accept as valid the depositions of persons with visual or auditory disabilities in a legal process? 

3. Have the State implemented corrective measures to guarantee that persons with disabilities may realize actions or legal businesses with autonomy: for example private insurance, loans or mortgages? 

4. What legislative measures or reasonable adjustments have been taken the State to guarantee the economical rights of persons with disabilities in equal conditions as the rest of society?
ARTICLE 13: ACCESS TO JUSTICE:

Regarding access to justice, the State Report states that there are legal norms that guarantee the right to entry the system. However not all people can access because their legal capacity is practically not recognized because Article 45 of the Civil Code expresses:



“The civil personality extinguishes with death. 

The minor age, dementia or imbecility, deaf muteness of the ones that do not know how to read and write are restrictions of the legal personality…… “
This behavior raises a barrier that impedes a positive action within the legal system, because it restricts the freedom of persons with disabilities to exercise their legal capacity.  Therefore it is necessary to inquire the following: 

1.  What actions has the Judicial System taken to guarantee that the principle of Justice for All applies to persons with disabilities? 

2. Does the Judicial Organ counts with statistics regarding rulings where the rights of persons with disabilities have been infringed or sanctioned in violation of their rights?

3. Which training program has been established in the Judicial System to care for persons with visual, auditory, intellectual, reduced mobility or psychosocial disabilities? How many investigators and decision makers had received training in this matter?

4. How the Judicial System does insures the respect for the legal guarantees of persons with disabilities?

5. Are the legal offices complying with the parameters of universal access? How many sign language specialists serve in the Judicial System at the national level? 
ARTICLE 14: FREEDOM AND PERSONAL SECURITY 
In the country Report is mentioned that in a consultancy contracted by SENADIS in 2012, called Identification and characterization of the deprived of freedom population, it was found that 5.3% of the population in penitentiaries presented disabilities and besides those centers had no conditions for persons with disabilities to dwell in them. Based on these findings, it is important to ask the State:
1. What measures or reasonable adjustments have been taken for the persons of disability to have the conditions of universal access in the penitentiaries? 
2. What measure or adjustment has implemented the State in order to prevent police abuse at the moment of arrest, transportation and detention of persons with disabilities? 
ARTICLE 15 y  16.

ARTICLE 15. PROTECTION AGAINST TORTURE AND OTHER CRUEL, INHUMAN OR DEGRADENT TREATMENTS OR SENTENCES.
The State Report makes reference to the fact that the organizations of persons with disabilities and their families posed the need to disseminate the information regarding the norms and Conventions around the situation of torture and other degrading treatments or sentences cruel or inhuman against persons with disabilities.  
 In the same manner it was reported that there was legislation and administrative, social and education measures, adopted to protect persons with disabilities in the home as well as out of it against all forms of exploitation, violence and abuse.  
1. What actions has the State realized to guarantee that persons with disabilities are aware of the norms referring to torture and other cruel and degrading treatments?

2. Which measures are taken by the State to prevent torture or cruelty, degrading or inhuman behavior against persons with disabilities? 
ARTICLE 16: PROTECTION AGAINST EXPLOITATION, VIOLENCE AND ABUSE: 
It is a known fact that the National Woman’s Institute has a shelter for those women who are subject to domestic violence. This shelter offers a crucial support for women that are allowed to stay temporarily. However, it doesn’t count with the appropriate physical conditions to assist women with physical disabilities, let alone other disabilities.  

1. Identify the measures implemented by the State to protect persons with disabilities against abuse in and out of their home?

ARTICLE 17: PROTECCION OF PERSONAL INTEGRITY

Even though the Panamanian State did not document  anything under this article it is our interest to find out if there are records reporting informed consent requirements for persons with disabilities undergoing medical or surgical procedures, as well as records of termination of pregnancies or forced sterilization for women with disabilities.  Aún cuando el Estado panameño no reportó nada en el  El aborto y la esterilización tienen restricciones legales en Panamá pero se podría pedir a las autoridades de salud si tienen estadísticas de esterilización de mujeres con discapacidad o si hay algo en referencia a la terminación de embarazos en mujeres con discapacidad.

ARTICLE 19: RIGHT FOR INDEPENDENT LIVING AND  TO BE INCLUDED IN THE COMMUNITY: 
The subject of personal autonomy has been seen from a few organizations of civil society that try to promote independent living but with little success due to their limited resources.  According to the above mentioned report there have been activities tending to follow some successful experiences from other countries mainly conferences, workshops, short courses with minimal results. A marked delay persists in the personal assistance services in order to promote independent living for persons with intellectual disabilities. At the same time the few programs for assistive living doesn’t cover the increasing elderly population with special needs. 
1. What programs or activities have implemented the State to insure that persons with disabilities can choose freely where to live and who to live with?

2. Please inform the number of programs and personal assistance and home programs to persons with disabilities according to age, sex and geographical location

3. Proceed to inform how many community installations have universal accessibility according to province, district, Indian Territory or borough?  
ARTICLE 21: FREEDOM OF SPEECH AND OPINION AND ACCESS TO INFORMATION:

The right of freedom of speech and to choose the most convenient form of communication as per condition as well as to receive and facilitate information is out of question but in the case of persons with disabilities it acquires a greater dimension since it is a key factor for inclusion, participation and the enjoyment of social goods as befits all human beings. 
Since 1992 Panama counts with a law that makes reference to sign language use for persons with auditory disability, as it is consigned also in Law 42 of August 1999 and its reform through Law 15 of May 2016. Most  public or private  institutions request from Secretaría Nacional de Discapacidad SENADIS or  Instituto Panameño de Habilitación Especial IPHE for assistance in sign language services. Since 2016, a local university opened the career in sign language offering better opportunities to the different sectors of society to comply with the legal obligation of providing these services.  

1. How can the Panamanian State guarantee freedom of speech and opinion including freedom to collect, receive and facilitate information and ideas in equal conditions as their peers without disabilities?

2. In which manner can persons with disabilities receive the same information as the general population in a timely way? 
3. Do the accessible formats have a cost?

4. Do the public and private sector entities count with the adequate technological resources, according to the type of disability, to provide access to information? 
5. What actions has the State taken to insure that television and news programs count with sign language for persons with auditory disabilities?

6. Why do national authorities do not have sign language interpreters in their interviews or public appearances? 
ARTCLE 23: RESPECT TO THE HOME AND THE FAMILY
In the Convention about human rights establishes that the family is the natural and fundamental element of society therefore it must be protected by society as a whole and of the State as it is established by the Constitution in its Article 56.  This has been the framework for legal protection through the Family Code and the specific norms developed later which address generally a few instances of persons with disabilities as is the case of the Law for Adoptions and the Law for Feeding. 
1. Has the State National Level Programs to sustain families of persons with disabilities?

2. What measures has the State taken to guarantee that persons with disabilities that loose parents or guardians or those that have no family could receive attention and protection required by their condition? 
ARTICLE 24: EDUCATION

The Ministry of Education (MEDUCA) reports that in 2015 an estimated 851,438 students attended schools in Panama. Statistical calculations by the World Health Organization, UNICEF and the First National Survey on Disability realized by SENADIS 2006, established that approximately between 10 a 15% of the total population presents disabilities. According to recent numbers the Ministry of Education and the Panamanian Institute of Special Habilitation reported that about 16,000 students with special needs receive education and habilitation services.  
These facts call our attention because there are an important number of students with disabilities that have not been accounted for in the official reports, maybe due to omission or under registry. There are about 69,144 students whose status is unknown. It is uncertain if they have access to education. 
In view of the above, we feel necessary to raise the following questions: 
1. What specific program has been implemented by the State to insure that children and adolescents with disabilities enroll in school, remains until the 9th grade, as is established in the norms presently ruling for children and adolescents with disabilities?  
2. Please provide information regarding the number of persons with disabilities according to age, sex, and geographical location (province, Indian Territory, district and borough) that enroll in schools and remain until completing high school, how many drops out and what are the causes for desertion?
3. What are the advances in the program to strengthen teachers that work with the population with disabilities including multiple challenges?  How many of these teachers work in indigenous and hard to reach areas? 
4. Do the universities have specific programs to encourage the enrollment and successful graduation of persons with disabilities?

5. How many training and awareness programs for teachers, geared to promote educational inclusion, are offered by the State? Please indicate topics and frequency.  

6. Is the State implementing reasonable adjustments in the schools to meet the individual needs of persons with disabilities? (aids tailored to individual needs  and effective as stated in Article 24 of the Convention) including compulsory and gratuity as stated in the Constitution of Panama, Articles 91,92, and 95?

ARTÍCULO 25: HEALTH: 

The Constitution of Panama, the Health Code and the International Conventions established that the State will guarantee integral, efficient, timely and quality health care to all inhabitants of the country. 
1. What measures has the State taken to insure that persons with disabilities are given health care without being discriminated due to disability? 

2. May the State inform the number of persons with disabilities that have received free health care, per institution, type of service, sex, age, and geographical location in the period 2010 -2016?  
3. How many programs has the State implemented to create awareness and prepare health care providers to render quality service to persons with disabilities?

4. Do the health care institutions count with appropriate resources to attend the needs regarding medication, supplies and technical aides for the population with disabilities?

5. Upon developing health promotion campaigns, does the State takes into account the special information and communication needs of the population with disabilities? 
ARTICLE 26: HABILITATION Y REHABILITATION:

The efficacy of the habilitation and rehabilitation programs have been widely proven in order to attain autonomy, physical fitness, mental capacity, social and vocational abilities for the persons with disabilities. If planned properly to meet the individual needs, they enhance labor insertion in a dignified manner and a just salary. These programs are not to be seen as an expense but rather as a strategic and logical investment to achieve full inclusion and eradicate poverty.     
1. How many Community Based Rehabilitation Programs have been implemented in the country and what impact have they had in their target population?

2. What programs are offered for the care of disability in chronic patients? 

3. What is the budget, qualified staff and habilitation and rehabilitation programs in the Rehab Centers with the goal of promoting inclusion of persons with disabilities in the community, in the educative system and in the labor marked? 
ARTICLE 27: WORK AND EMPLOYMENT:
There are legal norms in Panama to promote labor inclusion for persons with disabilities; however the process of implementation has not been easy due to lack of knowledge of the subject joined to the absence of a strategy to raise awareness among employers.  
It is important to notice  that inclusion of persons with disabilities in the labor market do not mean in some areas the full enjoyment of all rights since no recognition of legal capacity still prevails, especially in cases like private life and health insurance coverage.  

1. What mechanisms are used by the State to insure no discrimination in the labor insertion of the persons with disabilities?

2. How the State does coordinates with the educative system and the private sector to improve the skills of persons with disabilities promoting insertion in the labor market?
3. Counts the State with actualized statistics of persons with disabilities that have been hired y public and private sectors, according to disability, age, sex, geographical location, position, salary and permanence?  

4. What actions or programs have been implemented to safeguard the right to remain employed for persons who have acquired a disability on the job?  

5. What is the State doing to insure that the private sector complies with the guidelines of universal accessibility for the workers with disabilities?

6. Does the State have the information regarding how many businesses have received fiscal incentives for hiring persons with disabilities according to sex, age, geographical location, position, salary and permanence in the period 2010 to 2016? 
ARTICLE 28:  ADEQUATE STANDARD OF LIVING AND SOCIAL PROTECTION 

1. Please inform how many accessible low cost houses have been built in the period 2007-2016 and how many persons with disabilities were able to obtain a decent property and were able to apply for its mortgage? Please define beneficiaries according to age, sex, disability and geographical area. 

2. On the first national poll on disability  (Primera Encuesta Nacional de Discapacidad PENDIS 2006) it was found that in the indigenous and rural areas there was a marked prescence of disabilities living in extreme poverty with prevalence on females, who have no access to basic  services.  
ARTICLE 29: PARTICIPATION IN POLITICAL AND PUBLIC LIFE
The political participation of persons with disabilities is guaranteed by the current legislation; however there is little affiliation in political parties only a few have run to election posts in the country.  
During the electoral processes some persons with disabilities face difficulties to reach the electoral sites or to cast a vote since the physical areas as the materials lack accessibility and subordinate the autonomy of the voter to the assistance of others. Therefore it is necessary to ask the State the following:
1. What real and effective measures has the State implemented to insure that persons with disabilities can participate fully and actively in public and political life in equal conditions as their peers?  

2. Are the electoral installations, procedures and materials adequate, accessible and easy to understand and utilize for the persons with disabilities? 

3. What programs for strengthening citizenship are offered by the State to the persons with disabilities? 
4. What legislative measures and affirmative actions have been developed by the State for persons with disabilities to carry out  their right to exercise full citizenship.
ARTICLE 30: PARTICIPATION IN CULTURAL LIFE, RECREATION, LEISURE AND SPORTS 
The recreation, cultural and sports centers in the urban and rural areas lack basic accessibility for the persons with disabilities to take part in their programs as is done by their peers without disabilities. By the same token, there are few opportunities to promote the participation of persons with disabilities as actors and not as mere spectators in cultural and sports events. Therefore we have considered necessary to raise the following questions: 
1. Counts the State with a public policy to promote leisure, sports and culture which includes the persons with disabilities?
2. Are the public installations for cultural, recreational and sports accessible for persons with disabilities? If the answer is yes, please give numbers and locations?

3. How many programs are sponsored by the State for training coaches in adapted sports?
ARTICLE 33:  NATIONAL IMPLEMENTATION AND MONITORING
In response to information requested by the Red Nacional de Discapacidad (REDIS) to SENADIS it was found the in 2016  92 institutions of the public sector were surveyed regarding compliance with National Strategic Plan.  In regard to awareness only 34 institutions (37%)  responded that they count with equal opportunities offices, 32 institutions reported awareness activities such as workshops, conferences and decorative  murals, 80% of the institutions lack an institutional plan to promote awareness among the employees.   

According to SENADIS information the Ministry of Education invests $.250, 000.00 in the National Direction for Special Education; the Health Ministry has not assigned an annual budget to the Office of Equal Opportunities, but it has given it physical space and personnel; the Housing Ministry has assigned an annual budget to its Equal Opportunities Office but it has given it office space and 3 officers. There is no other information regarding the rest of the institutions.   

There is no information regarding participation of persons with disabilities in the boards of directors or spaces for decision making in government institutions, except SENADIS.
1. Has the State designated the government institution or institutions in charge of the follow up of CRPD as stated in Article 33? 

2. Has a budget been assigned for that task and have its duties been described? Who are the members of this entity and how many organizations of persons with disabilities participate in it? 
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