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Distinguished Chairperson and Members of the Committee, 
Ladies and Gentlemen,

On behalf of the Secretary-General of the United Nations, it is an honour for me to open and welcome you to the seventy-second session of the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights. 
At every session, you grapple with the increasing disparities that have been troubling those of us tracking the state of economic and social rights. We are witnessing a hyper concentration of wealth in the hands of some, without a concurrent reinforcement of the social safety net for those on the opposite end of the economic ladder.  The obligation of MAR to invest in health, education and social protection has not caught-up in practice with increasing income disparities.  In many, if not most, parts of the world the response is simply inadequate. Inflationary pressures and rising energy costs will diminish the purchasing power of most ordinary people everywhere. We note with deep regret that 60 years since the Covenant’s entry into force, it has not been possible to eradicate the exploitative conditions that allow the existence of the “working poor”. In other words, it is still possible to be engaged in remunerative, full-time work and still be unable to provide for the minimum needs of oneself and one’s family.  
The UN General Assembly has recognized that this is a critical moment in history due to complex and interconnected crises, including the COVID-19 pandemic, the war in Ukraine, humanitarian challenges of unprecedented nature, climate change as well as threats to the global economy. For these reasons, the General Assembly, which opened on 20 September, chose as its overarching theme this year: A watershed moment: Transformative solutions to interlocking challenges. 
A number of the debates and events being organized under this theme are directly related to provisions of the Covenant. In particular, one event entitled “Partnering for Action: Implementation of the Global Accelerator on Jobs and Social Protection for Just Transitions,” held on 23 September, invited world leaders, heads of International Financial Institutions, heads of United Nations agencies and other partners to meet to strengthen the collective response to the growing gig and informal economy and support the billions of people that continue to be excluded from social protection. The Secretary-General established the “Global Accelerator” in response to the devastating impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
The increasing international focus on climate change finally brings a spotlight on a subject that was, until recently, divorced from human rights. The establishment of a new Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of human rights in the context of climate change by the Human Rights Council in October 2021 was a turning point in this regard. The Council requested him, in resolution 50/9 adopted in June, to highlight the adverse impacts of climate change on the full realization of the right to food in his work and reports, taking into consideration the challenges of developing countries, including small island developing States, least developed countries and other climate-vulnerable countries. I am certain that your respective mandates will have much to gain from mutual collaboration.
In my Branch, we have a project in the SAHEL that examines the interlinkages between climate change, ESCR and migration.  We are finding how existing ESCR violations are significantly exacerbated by climate change and given the lack of fiscal space and support, many are forced to migrate internally and externally.
Resolutions from the Human Rights Council in 2021 (A/HRC/RES/48/13) and the General Assembly in 2022 (A/RES/76/300) recognized, for the first time in its history, that everyone, everywhere, has the right to live in a clean, healthy and sustainable environment and this needs to be given expression and definition by all entities of the UN. 
On another issue, the report of the Special Rapporteur on the right to education this year addresses the risks and opportunities of the digitalization of education and their impact on the right to education. As schools worldwide were forced to provide digital education in the midst of the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic, when the digital divide was already a grave concern of inequality among and within countries, the Special Rapporteur suggested that serious thought should be given to the place and content of digital education, its meaning and efficiency, and its impact on the health and education of children and other learners. 
These are but some examples of how the UN organs and experts are responding to the historic times we are facing. 
As reported to this Committee previously, OHCHR has decided to strengthen its capacity to investigate economic crimes and facilitate improvement in the level of respect for economic, social and cultural rights, which has historically been a less robust component of  OHCHR’s operational or in-country presences.  Toward this end, it pursued a Surge Initiative bringing together our Sections dedicated to ESCR and the Section related to the 2030 agenda as well as a new global team of macro-economists with an understanding of human rights that support OHCHR in-country presences as well as UN Country teams with the end purpose of working with governments, state entities and civil society to facilitate positive human rights change.  
In the first 6 months of 2022, the Surge Team supported and engaged human rights-based budget analyses in 9 countries. In the first 6 months of 2022, the Surge Team held strategic discussions and engagements with 19 Resident Coordinator Office (RCO) Economists, to create more understanding of the relationship between human rights and economic policy.
In the first 6 months of 2022, the Surge Team supported OHCHR in-country presences with analytical contents and operational advice for 34 Common Country Analysis (CCA) or UN Sustainable Development Cooperation Framework (UNSDCF), with the objective of integrating an ESCR perspective into these framework documents.
This work started under the former High Commissioner has not been universally accepted or fully integrated into OHCHR’s work.  There is so much more that could be done.
Mr. Chairperson, Distinguished Members, 
[bookmark: _Hlk113868814]With regard to the treaty body strengthening process, the Chairs of the treaty bodies endorsed a comprehensive proposal at their 34th annual meeting in June. The Chairs unanimously agreed to establish a predictable schedule of State reviews, with an eight-year cycle for full State reviews and follow-up reviews in between. This demonstrates the commitment of the treaty bodies to work together to develop a treaty body system based on full compliance of State parties with their reporting obligations. The Chairpersons further noted that the relevant working methods would need to be harmonized, including to develop a reasonable accommodation policy.
This landmark agreement will hopefully provide a basis for a more sustainable allocation of resources, a goal that the Secretary-General has stressed in respect of the treaty bodies and other human rights mechanisms in his Call to Action and in his report “Our Common Agenda”. For this Committee, the difference would be significant since an 8-year calendar would require a third session each year to implement. Your personal commitment to the increased workload and investment of time will be critical to its success.
Although nothing is guaranteed at this stage, because we are confident that the logic of the calendar is sound, we are hopeful that the necessary support from the Member States will be forthcoming.  This requires a collaborative effort between OHCHR and treaty body experts, including your own outreach and explanations to your own countries as to the rationale and benefits of granting the resources needed for implementing the chairs outcome. OHCHR is currently working with all relevant departments on the costing of the calendar. Please note, however, that the required additional resources will not be received until 2024, if approved by the General Assembly in December 2023.  
Turning to your work at the current Session, you will be meeting five State party delegations in-person, connecting remotely with one State party delegation, and meeting numerous other stakeholders, both on line and in person. We look forward to the outcome of your deliberations and seeing how the Office can support the implementation of your recommendations at the national level, in cooperation with other UN partners.

Mr. Chairperson,
Before concluding, I have been asked to note that, for now, the COVID-19 situation remains serious and all the persons present in UN conference rooms, including members of the Committee and UN colleagues, need to comply strictly with the requirement to wear face masks in the conference room – to be removed only when speaking. Thank you for understanding the requirements we must all adhere to in these exceptional circumstances. 
Finally, on behalf of the Secretary-General, I would like to pay tribute to the outgoing Members of the Committee who are taking part in the last session of their terms: Renato Zerbini Ribeiro Leão, Heisoo Shin and Rodrigo Uprimny. Your contributions to the Committee’s work have been significant. We know that you will be dearly missed. 
I will conclude here by wishing you all the very best for a successful and productive session.

Thank you.
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