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Basic Information  
HISTORY :  Peru was eventually liberated from Spanish rule by Chilean forces under Bolivar 
in 1821.  Despite a series of border disputes with its neighbours, most recently with
 
Ecuador in 1999, the only major subsequent change in its borders was the loss of three 
departments to Chile in 1884.  For two decades after 1979, Peru was engaged in an 
internal armed conflict with the guerrillas of  Sendero Luminoso (“Shining Path”) and 
TUPAC Amaru guerrillas; at its height this conflict was notorious for the use of child 
soldiers on both sides.
POPULATION (November 2021, estimated
)

 
        
                        22,201,000

Males annually reaching recruitment age (approx)
:  
    

                  186,488
MILITARY RECRUITMENT:

Conscription imposed 1949 – 1999.  All service voluntary since 2002.

CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTION:  No provision ever made.

MINIMUM RECRUITMENT AGE:
 18
 


however pupils at some military training establishments are treated as  members of the 
armed forces from the age of 15 (see details in the relevant section below).



ARMED FORCES:         Active strength, November 2021
:
            
                   81,000

compared to the male population reaching recruitment age    

                   43.4%
MILITARY EXPENDITURE: US $ equivalent, estimated 2021



              $10,180m                                
 
Per capita
   






                               $2,361

As % of  GDP 







                     1.1%
Issues with regard to military service have never featured in the examination of Peru’s reports under the ICCPR; by the time the previous report was examined in 2017 it was more than a decade since obligatory military service had been abolished.
However, registration for military service is still required of all citizens at the age of 17; and those who do not volunteer are classified as reserves, and are liable to call-up in the event of war.  In this respect it might usefully be asked whether the State is mindful of the desirability of making available application for exemption on grounds of conscientious objection, requiring if it wishes the performance of an alternative civilian service of a non-punitive and non-discriminatory nature?
Background
Obligatory Military Service was introduced in Peru in 1949, and until 1999 was of two years’ duration – according to the legislation for both men and women.  In fact those actually called up were selected, ostensibly by lottery, from among those who passed the medical examination.  In practice, it was reported “those who end up serving in the armed forces are mainly peasants and poor men from rural areas and big cities' shantytowns.”
   At no stage were provisions made allowing the exemption of conscientious objectors, although indeed no individual cases have ever been reported.  
The Act on Military Service, No. 27178 of 29th September 1999 made military service no longer obligatory, with transitional arrangements in place until 2002 which permitted the call-up of those who were already registered for military service at the time of the Act.   Military service is now governed by Act No. 29248 of 28th June, 2008, as amended in 2012.   It applies to both men and women between the ages of 18 and 25 (30 in the case of part-time military service, an option available to those enrolled in tertiary education)  who volunteer to perform it, and lasts between 12 and 24 months.
   The Act also provides for military service to be undertaken within self-defence committees (comites de autodefensa) in rural communities, or in similar units in indigenous communities.  In these cases the age of eligibility is 18 to 30 and the service has a duration of 24 months.
 
The requirement continues  all persons register with the military authorities at the age of 17, and are issued with the libreta militar, which conveys a number of benefits.  According to the official website,
 these include “When you participate as an applicant for services provided by the Ministry of Labor and Employment Promotion, you will have a preferential place. • You will have the opportunity to benefit from higher education academic scholarships. These are offered by the National Scholarship and Educational Loan Program. • You will be able to access multiple credits for businesses and agricultural activities. • When land is awarded in the border area, you will have priority. • 50% discount for enrollment in Training Schools for the Armed Forces. • If you apply for a job within the public administration, you will be able to benefit from a bonus corresponding to 10%.”  Those who have not registered before the age of 18 are liable to a fine.  All those  registered who do not volunteer for military service are classified as reservists, and may be liable to call-up in the event of war. 
The possibility that conscription might be reverted to has been canvassed at intervals, particularly by the Ministry of Defence and in 2006 a Bill was introduced in the National Assembly which would have reintroduced obligatory service while shortening the duration to one year in all cases.
It is clear that circumstances where provisions for conscientious objectors might be necessary could arise.  The example of Argentina might usefully be quoted, which when it suspended conscription in 1994, at the same time introduced legislation ensuring that any reintroduction would be accompanied by provisions for conscientious objectors.  
Involvement of juveniles in military activities
Peru’s Initial Report under the  Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the involvement of children in armed conflict (OPAC) was considered by the Committee on the Rights of the Child in 2016.
According to the State Report, juvenile recruitment into the armed forces had been eliminated by 2014.
   Nevertheless, for a year as recent as 2009 the Ombudsman's office had documented over 100 cases.
   And no such absolute assurances were given about recruitment into the Comites de autodefensa, nor into the police.   In its concluding observations, the Committee urged “the State party to take all necessary measures to prevent and combat, effectively, the recruitment or use of children by armed forces, including the police and self-defence committees...”.

Meanwhile, although the  Sendero Luminoso was no longer the force it was at the end of the 20th Century, but its rump
 continued to operate in remote regions, most notably the valleys of the Apurimac, Ene and Mantaro rivers “VRAEM”, a centre of coca production.  The Government estimates that between 2013 and 2015 some 275 minors of both sexes had been abducted by the guerrillas.  Forty children (16 male and 24 female) had been rescued in 2014 and 2015; 27 aged 12 or younger, 12 between 13 and 16, and only one aged over 16 at the time of rescue.
   
“In that regard,”  the Committee on the Rights of the Child urged Peru to: 
“(a) Strengthen its legal, administrative and institutional measures necessary to protect children from violence, including sexual violence, and economic exploitation by non-State armed groups, taking into account the particular needs of girl victims when designing these measures; 
(b) Establish appropriate mechanisms to identify children at risk of being recruited or used by non-State armed groups; 
(c) Continue and further strengthen its programmes aimed at preventing and eliminating the root causes of recruitment, such as the Programme for Multisectoral Action in the Apurímac, Ene and Mantaro River Valley Region 2013-2016; 
(d) Expand awareness-raising and educational programmes on the negative consequences of participating in armed conflicts, targeted at children, parents, teachers and any other relevant stakeholders”
The Committee on the Rights of the Child was also alarmed by the number of schools under the control of the armed forces, and recommended that all should be under the authority of the Ministry of Education, and furthermore that Peru “should also ensure that children who are enrolled in military schools are considered neither members of the armed forces nor part of the military reserve list. Moreover, the State party should ban military-type training, including on the use of firearms, for all children under the age of 18 at military schools.”
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Questions which might be raised:
The Committee notes that military service in the State party is currently undertaken on a voluntary basis.  However the structure remains in place under which it might once again become obligatory. Has the State Party considered following the example of Argentina, which while making military service voluntary, at the same time introduced provisions which would apply in the future to any conscientious objectors? 
Is the boleta militar, certifying military service status, still an obligatory document for Peruvian males to produce in any dealings with public authorities?  Are there differential rates of payment for obtaining this document?
Have there been any prosecutions for past illegal juvenile recruitment, whether or not forced, by members of the armed forces, of the Comites de autodefensa , of  the police or of illegal armed groups?   Have there been any prosecutions for forced recruitment of persons of any age?  In both cases, with what results?
Has the State party taken action, in line with the recommendation of the Committee on the Rights of the Child, to ensure that students at institutions which have an admission age of under 18 are not defined as members of the armed forces or the military reserve ?
�	Source:  The Military Balance 2022 (International Institute of Strategic Studies, London), which bases its estimate on “demographic statistics taken from the US Census Bureau”.


�	Ibid: - calculated from the quoted proportion of the 2020 population which were males between the ages of 15 and 19. 


�	Source:  Child Soldiers International (formerly Coalition to Stop the Use of Child Soldiers), Louder than words: an 	agenda for action to end  state use of child soldiers   London, September 2012, Appendix 2..
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