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Prof. Maria Soledad Cisternas Reyes, Chairperson CRPD Committee.

Authorities of United Nations,  representatives of States Parties, civil society organizations, in particular organizations of persons with disabilities, National Human Rights Institutions and other independent monitoring mechanisms, agencies of the United Nations, members of the CRPD Committee, Secretariat and Conference Services, audience and public that follows the meeting  through the Internet.
I would like to thank Mr. Orest Nowosad for his statement, which provides us with important announcements which are most useful and relevant for the Committee.

Now it is my turn to send a message to the audience and, although I could list the activities undertaken, I´d like to take some time to look back, as this 16th session is the last one for many of us, and therefore it is important, in the first place, to take stock of what I´ve called the “founding and consolidation stage” of the Committee, which has been in existence now for 8 years.
In view of the above and in relation with what the substantial matters the Committee mean, all of you, through the jurisprudence and Views of the Committee, have witnessed how the CRPD Committee has developed strong guidelines relating to with complex substantial matters, which are cross sectional with those of other international agreements.
This Committee I believe is characterized as a hard-working and engaged Treaty Body, and therefore, although all references to different articles are important, it is worthwhile to highlight the important jurisprudence about article 12, Equal recognition before the law, and the enjoyment of legal capacity.

Therefore, the right of freedom and security of the person; the right of not being subjected to torture or other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment; avoidance of exploitation, violence and abuse, as well as protection of the personal integrity and access to justice must be mentioned.  The Committee, without hesitation, has been prudent yet brave by putting out jurisprudence that brings innovation into the international system for the promotion and protection of human rights.
As for the scope of civil rights, it should be noticed also that concerning the right to freedom of speech, of access to information and communication, the Committee, following the Convention’s words, has been clear that ways, means and formats of communication of persons with disabilities must be totally accessible.  The recognition of the cultural and linguistic identity of deaf persons is not a minor issue, nor is the recognition of accessible means and formats for blind or deafblind persons.

The Committee has been vehement on pointing out, in the scope of political rights, that it is not possible to infringe the right to vote for persons with disabilities, and that when this right has been violated then should be restored.

The Committee has been strong, determined and precise when talking about economic, social and cultural rights.  That is the reason why when talking about education, nowadays we talk about the right to inclusive and quality education; when talking about the employment the need for open environments and markets, inclusive and accessible, is always highlighted; in the same way access to health, inclusive of the gender perspective and also considering sexual and reproductive health for persons with disabilities is stressed. 

The right to social protection for an adequate standard of living for persons with disabilities means the elimination of poverty with a gender perspective as well.  We´ve decided to go further into in the pensions system, both contributive and non-contributive.
Access to culture, sports, recreation, and leisure has been specifically highlighted.

There is an innovation as well inside the Convention: rehabilitation.  We have also issued strong recommendations to States Parties in relation to this issue.

I´d like to state that even when it has always been said that the Convention does not create new rights, we have held in depth discussions in relation to the right to an independent life and inclusion into community, and a dedicated roundtable will be dealing with this matter.  It was the same when we dealt with accessibility in the GC on this important matter.
With this I´d like to highlight that this Committee has never had any qualms in pointing out the diverse rights in relation with persons with disability, and how these can be implemented in relation with this sector of population.

This is a relevant contribution to the international system of promotion and protection of human rights.  I have always said: The Convention on the Rights of the Persons with Disabilities is not an island in the human rights sphere, rather a standard which completely integrated and weaved into this international system.

Therefore, the work of this Committee has been essential in order to table this perspective on equality of conditions with other conventions and other committees.  On the other hand, the Committee has also been aligning itself with the coordination of effective and efficient ways of working. .  We have been very committed to Resolution 68/268.  
And now allow me to make a general recap on some prioritized areas that the CRPD Committee has developed.
I. 
Foundational cycle and consolidation of the treaty body

The mandate of the CRPD Committee is clearly described in the Convention and its Optional Protocol. 8 years of the work of the Committee allow us to affirm that we have implemented a successful foundational stage of the treaty body and that a strong consolidation of the same has been developed. This is reflected in the contents of its jurisprudence, its general comments, the development of rules of procedure and more efficient and effective working methods, and the strong crosscutting projection of the model of human rights of the Convention in the various tasks of United Nations.  

As a report of this cycle, I’d like to point out the following prioritized areas of work: 

1.
Resolution 68/268 on the Strengthening of the treaty bodies: The Committee concludes this period with the revision of 2.15 reports per week and 4 Views of the Committee per year. Accordingly, there are only 0.35 points left to reach the goal of examining 2.5 reports per week. In relation to the Views of the Committee, each case review takes 1.3 hours maximum, in accordance with the above-mentioned resolution.  

We can affirm that to date, plus the result of the 16th session, a total of 47 Initial Reports will have been examined by the Committee.

2. 
General Comments: The Committee has developed different methodologies for the elaboration of these texts, always respecting the working methods and the guidelines on public consultations (resolution 68/268 N° 14). In relation to the busy time between the DGDs and the adoption of the GC, we started with an average of 3 years and we are concluding with the elaboration of general comments in a year and a half (GC No. 4, art. 24). With no doubt, this reflects an important productivity and the implementation of the joint experience to obtain texts of quality in a reasonable time. During this cycle, we adopted the General Comment No. 1 on equal recognition before the law and the General Comment No. 2 on accessibility.  We expect to close the cycle with the adoption of General Comment No. 3 on women with disabilities, and General Comment No. 4 on the right to inclusive education, totaling 4 General comments during this stage of consolidation. I’d like to note that following the DGD about art. 19 on the right to live independently and to be included in the community, the process to draft a General Comment on this matter has started.

3.
 Duration of the sessions: During this cycle we have obtained a substantial increase in the weeks of meetings of the Committee. In this way, in 2009 we started with two weeks of sessions per year and today we have 6 and a half weeks of sessions, plus two pre-sessional weeks per year. This has led to significantly increase the productivity of the Committee.

However, the massive ratification of the Convention, that today reaches 166 States Parties, produces an increase of the delay or backlog in the review of initial reports.

It is important to emphasize that the resolution 68/268 N° 26 (c) provides an additional margin to prevent a recurrence of backlogs, what will be reviewed at the beginning of each biennium. Even N° 41 of the resolution states that the status of the system of bodies established under human rights treaties will be reviewed no later than six years after the adoption of the resolution, i.e. on 9 April 2020. 

Then the Committee will be able to prepare its case for such requirements in its biannual reports and on the occasion of the general review in the implementation of resolution 68/268 by the General Assembly of the United Nations. 

4. 
Periodic Reports: At the closing of this cycle we are pleased to report that on  2017 it starts the review of periodic reports. Most of them will be carried out according to the guidelines for simplified reporting (Res. 68/268 No. 1 and No. 2).  In this meeting we expect to adopt these guidelines. 

5. 
Monitoring (follow-up): The Committee has appointed focal points for the follow up of the COBs and of the Views, what is reported in each plenary. 

6.
The investigation procedure (Inquire): The Committee has been very rigorous for the approval of procedures of inquire and also in the implementation of the same. The final decisions have been fully argued and have reflected the independence and impartiality of the TB. 

7.
Capacity Building: The Committee has developed various actions of Capacity Building for States parties that have requested it, toward the implementation of the CRPD. The legal basis of this task is found in article 37 of the Convention and endorsed in Res. 68/268 N ° 17.

8.
Participation of civil society: The Committee has been consistent in facilitating the participation of civil society to contribute to the fulfillment of its conventional mandates. This cycle is closed with guidelines for the participation of civil society that give a clear set of rules for the justice and equity of this participation, recognizing its value.

9. 
National Human Rights Institutions and other mechanisms of independent monitoring: The Committee has developed a fruitful partnership with these entities. In this way, the model of the human rights of persons with disabilities has been consistently adopted by the NHRIs and other mechanisms under article 33 of the Convention. Prior to the General Assembly resolution on this matter (No. A.C.3.70.L49, November 2015), the Committee had already held a global meeting with these entities in Geneva, and began to prepare the respective guidelines for the participation of these institutions in the work of the TB, which we expect will be adopted at this session. 

10.
Conference of States Parties:  A special mention deserves the Conference of States Parties, with which we have worked and progressed in a fruitful relationship that has allowed us to be present in the Conference through the participation of our experts in the Official panels, plus a total of 6 side events on the intersectionality of  the Convention with other international covenants, the organization of a high-level meeting with States that have not ratified the CRPD, and our participation in a multiplicity of side events organized by other interested parties. We even invited the President of the COSP to a meeting with our Committee, which was held on August 24, 2015. 

11.
Interaction with other UN entities and bodies: The CRPD Committee has been present in activities of the General Assembly, as the High - Level Meeting on Disability and Development in 2013, and the High-level meeting in 2015; we regularly participate with the Human Rights Council in its panels and we have close links with its Working Group on Accessibility.

We have had a fluid relationship with the Special Rapporteur on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and the Special Envoy on disability of the Secretary-General, as well as with other treaty bodies in a direct bilateral relationship and in the Meeting of Presidents of TB (Res 68/268 No. 39). It’s important to highlight the collaborative link with other UN agencies like UNICEF, WHO, among others.

12. 
Regional Monitoring Mechanisms on the rights of persons with disabilities: The Committee was a pioneer when organized a meeting with the various regional monitoring mechanisms to incorporate and deepen on the human rights model of persons with disabilities and practical aspects of interaction,. This meeting was held on what happened on 8 and 9 October 2014, Geneva.

13.
Synergistic work: we must stress once more the synergistic and multidirectional work of the Committee, which has made possible to be present through the experts in various spaces of dialog as the Humanitarian Summit, Summit on Climate Change, Third World Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction, and we expect to participate in the Social Forum  in October. 

We have also responded to queries on various documents prepared by treaty bodies and other UN mechanisms.

With no doubt it’s necessary to underline the contribution of the Committee in the process of the Sustainable Development Goals SDG and 2030 Agenda with their targets and indicators, developing a line of jurisprudence on the subject.

On the other hand, it should be noted that the Committee has been able to state the themes of accessibility and reasonable accommodation in the same resolution 68/268 (N° 22 and N° 29). 

14.
Celebration: Many actions already mentioned have led to a huge visibility of the CRPD Committee and its work, which has been endorsed through our program of celebration of the 10 years of the Convention, mainstreaming the human rights model of persons with disabilities into different regions of the world, with the clear purpose of promoting the universal ratification of the Convention and its Optional Protocol, by those States that have not completed their ratification yet. At the same time, it has promoted the implementation of the Treaty.  

15.
Inter-sessional periods: These  have been of great value in order not to paralyze the TB during the non-presential months, opportunity in which the various working groups and rapporteurs continue functioning. 

We appreciate the entry into force of the Marrakesh Treaty to Facilitate Access to Published Works for Persons Who Are Blind, Visually Impaired or Otherwise Print Disabled. I have to underline the recommendations made by the CDPD Committee for its ratification.

I hope these lines be useful for the Committee and for the new management team that will assume its duties in 2017, who will certainly take on the future challenges.

II 
Key points
In its 8 years of existence the CRPD Committee has positioned itself as a very active TB in its tasks and successful in its work and standards. If you ask me which do I think has been the key for this good development, I would affirm that it has been the capacity of the members to study and work, the preservation of the independence and impartiality, the unity in consensus and divergence, as well as the respect for the decisions of the Committee and the transparency of our work. 

Moreover, in these 8 years the Committee has had different membership, which reflects the criteria of equity and diversity contained in article 34 of the Convention, endorsed in Res. 68/268 No. 13 which makes explicit the participation of experts with disabilities in the entire system of treaty bodies.  

When some of us are participating in our last session as members of the Committee, I would like to let you know that I have been very happy developing this marvelous joint work also friendships with each of you. The Committee has witnessed our ideals and our lives. Even some of us have seen our mothers and fathers leaving.

To conclude, I would like to thank the experts and their assistants, the Secretariat, the States Parties that fulfill their obligations, the civil society that has contributed so much to our work, as well as to the NHRIs and independent monitoring mechanisms, the Special Rapporteur on Disability and the Special Envoy on Disability for our fluid relationship, the Adviser of disability of the OHCHR, the team of the Secretariat of the meeting of Presidents of TB, the interpreters in languages and interpreters in sign language and so many other partners.

I’d like to make a special mention to the High Commissioner Mr Zeid Ra'ad Al Hussein for his continued commitment to the Convention and with this Committee. Another special mention to the Director of the section of Focal Groups, Mr. Orest Nowosad, for his professionalism and courtesy.

I would like to express my gratitude to the Bureau of the Conference of States Parties, particularly to its Chairperson Ambassador Oh Joon.

My gratitude to the Bureau of the CRPD Committee for their commitment and loyalty.

Finally, thanks to my family, especially to my children here, my assistant professor Pablo Varas and my secretary Marcela San Martin.

The Committee may continue counting on me, as well as with the other experts that are leaving.

Thank you very much.
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