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MIGRANT AND REFUGEE WOMEN
paragraph 20 LOIPR


1. The human rights and justice approach in the 2008 Constitution includes the rights of migrants, protecting them without border restriction and establishing universal citizenship for all. In retrospect, it is evident that migration policies in practice are fluctuating and contradictory. The State partially applies the constitutional mandates, reacting selectively with groups of migrants: Venezuelans, Cubans and Haitians. 
2. Since 2019, the National Assembly and the national government have proposed a different approach from the one accorded by law and human rights towards one punitive of control and security. A proposal that would promote stigmatizing the migrant and foreign population as if they would be responsible for the insecurity throughout the national territory. What is worse, this proposal in the National Assembly lacks a gender perspective and affirmative measures in cases of migrant women in human mobility. 
3. In 2018, Ecuador left UNASUR and as a result migrant population could no longer benefit from the UNASUR visa. In 2019, Moreno’s government implemented the requirement of passport, visa and in cases judicial past certificates for Venezuelans migrants crossing the border to Ecuador, on the grounds of having identified cases of human trafficking. The Ombudsman’s Office activated lawsuits of unconstitutionality. 
4. With great concern, UNHCR estimates that about 300,000 Venezuelans are in Ecuador, according to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Only 103,728 have temporary visas. According to the Civil Association of Venezuelans in Ecuador, census made to migrants created a lot of confusion, giving appointments out of the habitual residence location. Additionally, 50 USD were charged for the form to request a regularization visa. All these conditions represent and demonstrate the negligence and inability of the State to manage the situation accordingly. The State has failed to accept recommendations 40 and 41 of the CEDAW Committee, enlightening the limited capacity of the State to respond to humanitarian situations, violating national and international rights (Cartagena Treaty) of Venezuelans, particularly, women, girls, boys and adolescents. 
5. Preoccupying is that according to the Ministry of Interior, 48% of Venezuelan migrants within Ecuador are women, complicating the livelihood of them but also their families, housing and work. The State has failed to acknowledge that most of them travel alone or only with children, without any support from humanitarian corridors established by international law. The latter conditions expose them to the risk of being trafficked, smuggled, mistreated and derived in activities against their will, such as sexual favors. 

Recommendations:

To the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Human Mobility: 
· Update data systems and information systems, and provisions that have been generated as regulations, in accordance with the human rights standards of people in situations of mobility and refugee.
· Accept the recommendation of the CEDAW Committee, and establish the protocols that allow the Venezuelan population in mobility, mainly women, to grant them refugee status, as one of the mechanisms of the regularization process to the population living in Ecuador.
· Ensure humanitarian corridors that enable the transit of Venezuelan citizens through Ecuadorian territory.

To the Ministry of Economic and Social Inclusion: 
· The economic and COVID-19 situations further aggravates the situation of the mobile population. Establish comprehensive protection programs for Venezuelans, living in poverty and on the streets.

To the National Assembly: 
· Comply with the recommendations of the CEDAW Committee and other United Nations Committees on the rights of people in human mobility, with emphasis on the rights of women.
· Include in the reform of the Human Mobility Law that is under review in the National Assembly, the realities of the experience with the Venezuelan population.
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