Information of the Standing Conference of the Ministers of Education and Cultural Affairs of the Länder in the Federal Republic of Germany (KMK) on questions of the CEDAW Committee on education in the dialogue on 11 May 2023

Migrants and ethnic minorities 
[bookmark: _GoBack]In the school sector, a wide range of measures are being implemented to support children and young people with a migration background and children from ethnic minorities, such as the expansion of parental work, the extension of all-day schooling, comprehensive concepts and measures for language support at school, etc. In order to prevent a lack of language skills at the transition to school from resulting in long-term disadvantages in the further course of education, the language level of 4- to 6-year-olds is tested in almost all Länder (federal states) and children in need of support receive additional language support in almost all Länder. Teachers are already prepared for teaching in an intercultural environment during their studies and preparatory service. In addition, they can take advantage of continuing education and training opportunities in the areas of language support and intercultural competence, dealing with heterogeneity, and sensitive use of educational media. 
Refugees and asylum seekers 
School education is organized in the Länder regardless of residence status and duration. This means that children of asylum seekers of compulsory school age are subject to compulsory schooling in all Länder, irrespective of gender, sometimes with waiting periods. In most Länder, regular school integration measures begin as soon as a family has left the initial reception center and been assigned to a municipality. In individual Länder, there are also offers of schooling in the initial reception facilities. In addition, since 2011, schools and other educational institutions have not been required to inform the authorities about a foreigner's illegal stay. Therefore, schools have the possibility to educate undocumented children.
Combating sexual violence in schools
[bookmark: _Hlk134724430]The prevention of sexual violence is a central task of schools for the Länder. In 2016, the initiative "School against Sexual Violence" was launched between the Independent Commissioner for Child Sexual Abuse of the Federal Government and the education authorities of the Länder with the aim of developing protection concepts in schools. In March 2023, the Standing Conference of the Ministers of Education and Cultural Affairs (KMK) adopted a guideline for the development and practical implementation of protection concepts and measures against sexual violence in schools, which also aims to develop protection concepts. The guideline provides suggestions on how to design a protection concept and offers practice-oriented advice and recommendations. Sexual violence is also addressed in teacher training.
Gender-Sensitive Education
The elimination and prevention of gender-based discrimination is a goal enshrined in the education legislation of the federal states. In 2016, the KMK, together with the Conference of Ministers for Equality, adopted "Guidelines for Gender-Sensitive School Education". In addition, all Länder have addressed the issue of sexual diversity and gender stereotypes in recent years and have created or revised documents accordingly. These include interdepartmental action plans, which also set educational goals. The content focuses, among other things, on the revision of curricula and materials, teacher training and continuing education, and multiple discrimination, cross-disciplinary education plans and guidelines on sex education.
