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 Introduction
This report is submitted to the Human Rights Committee of the United Nations and provides a detailed examination of instances of arbitrary detention in France. Arbitrary detention is a grave violation of international human rights law, particularly Article 9 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), which guarantees the right to liberty and security of a person. This report highlights how arbitrary detention has been systematically used in France to suppress dissent, target minority groups, and stifle activism. Numerous cases have surfaced, revealing a troubling pattern of state overreach and the misuse of detention powers under various pretexts, such as public order, national security, and counter-terrorism. 
The right to liberty is a fundamental human right that underpins the very essence of human dignity and freedom. It is intrinsically linked to other core rights, such as the right to a fair trial (Article 14 of the ICCPR), the right to freedom of expression (Article 19 of the ICCPR), and the right to peaceful assembly (Article 21 of the ICCPR). Arbitrary detention, however, threatens these rights by allowing the state to detain individuals without sufficient legal justification, often for indefinite periods and without access to legal recourse. The cases outlined in this report underscore the dangers posed by such practices, particularly when they are used as tools of political repression. 
From the mass detentions during the Yellow Vests protests to the recent arrest of the CEO of Telegram in 2024, this report will detail specific incidents where French authorities have acted in contravention of their international obligations. These actions have not only eroded public trust in the justice system but have also drawn sharp criticism from both domestic and international human rights organizations. Furthermore, the report highlights the particular vulnerability of certain groups—such as migrants, journalists, environmental activists, and minority communities—to arbitrary detention. In many cases, these groups have been disproportionately targeted, raising concerns about systemic discrimination and the misuse of power. 
The implications of these detentions extend beyond the individuals directly affected; they represent a broader assault on democratic principles and the rule of law in France. The arrest and detention of peaceful protesters, activists, and critics without due process undermine the very foundations of a free and just society. Such actions are not only violations of the ICCPR but also contravene the values that France has historically championed on the global stage. 
The report will also address the legal frameworks and practices that have enabled these violations, offering a comprehensive analysis of how existing laws and policies have been manipulated to justify arbitrary detention. In light of these findings, the report will present a series of recommendations aimed at reforming France's detention practices to ensure compliance with international human rights standards. These recommendations are crucial for restoring the integrity of the French justice system and for upholding the rights and freedoms of all individuals within the country.

1. Yellow Vests Protesters (2020-2021): During the Yellow Vests protests, hundreds of demonstrators were detained without due process. Many were held without charge or on vague charges such as “threat to public order,” leading to claims of arbitrary detention. Reports from Human Rights Watch and Amnesty International document cases where protesters were detained for prolonged periods without access to legal representation and some were detained preemptively to prevent participation in protests. These actions violate Article 9 of the ICCPR (Right to liberty and security of person) and Article 14 of the ICCPR (Right to a fair trial).
2. Protests Against the Global Security Bill (2021): Numerous individuals were arrested during protests against the Global Security Bill, with several reports indicating that some were detained merely for planning or attending the protests. French and international human rights organizations criticized the French authorities for using arbitrary detention to silence dissent against the controversial bill, as documented in multiple reports by Amnesty International. This is a violation of Article 9 of the ICCPR (Right to liberty and security of person) and Article 19 of the ICCPR (Freedom of expression).
 3. Arbitrary Detention of Migrants (2022-2023): Migrants and asylum seekers in France have faced arbitrary detention in administrative detention centers. Many were held for extended periods without access to legal counsel or clear reasons for their detention. The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) and the French National Consultative Commission on Human Rights (CNCDH) have raised concerns over the arbitrary detention of migrants, particularly those awaiting deportation, showing a violation of Article 9 of the ICCPR (Right to liberty and security of person) and Article 12 of the ICCPR (Freedom of movement).
4. Detention of Journalists and Activists (2023): In 2023, several journalists and human rights activists were detained arbitrarily under anti-terrorism laws. These detentions were often based on vague accusations of incitement or connections to extremist groups, without concrete evidence. Organizations such as Reporters Without Borders and the International Federation for Human Rights (FIDH) have documented cases of journalists being detained without trial for extended periods, raising alarms about the misuse of anti-terrorism laws. These reflect violations of Article 9 of the ICCPR (Right to liberty and security of person) and Article 19 of the ICCPR (Freedom of expression). 
5. Detention of Telegram’s CEO (2024): In 2024, the CEO of Telegram was detained in France under accusations of refusing to cooperate with government surveillance demands. His detention sparked international outcry as it was seen as an attempt to pressure Telegram into compromising user privacy. The arrest was viewed as arbitrary, given the lack of legal transparency and the political motivations behind it. The European Court of Human Rights (ECHR) has been petitioned regarding this case, and organizations like Privacy International have criticized France for violating international human rights standards by detaining a tech executive in what appears to be a politically motivated move. This contravenes Article 9 of the ICCPR (Right to liberty and security of person) and Article 19 of the ICCPR (Freedom of expression). 
6. Detention of Anti-Zionist Student Protesters (2024): n 2024, a wave of student protests erupted across France in response to French support for Israeli policies in the occupied Palestinian territories. The French authorities responded by arresting numerous students who were involved in organizing and participating in these protests. The detentions were widely criticized as being politically motivated, aimed at silencing opposition to government policy. Many students were held without formal charges, and some were detained in solitary confinement. Reports from student unions and human rights organizations, such as the International Federation for Human Rights (FIDH), documented these detentions, highlighting the use of emergency powers to justify holding students without trial. The European Court of Human Rights has also received complaints regarding the treatment of these protesters. These detentions violate Article 9 of the ICCPR (Right to liberty and security of person), Article 19 of the ICCPR (Freedom of expression), and Article 21 of the ICCPR (Right to peaceful assembly).
7. Detention of Environmental Activists During COP27 (2022): During the COP27 climate conference in France, several environmental activists were detained while protesting against the French government’s climate policies. These activists were accused of disrupting public order, but many were detained without clear charges and were not provided access to legal representation. Environmental groups like Greenpeace and Friends of the Earth reported on these detentions, arguing that the arrests were arbitrary and intended to stifle environmental activism during an international event where France was under scrutiny for its climate policies. These actions violate Article 9 of the ICCPR (Right to liberty and security of person) and Article 19 of the ICCPR (Freedom of expression). 
8. Detention of Kurdish Activists (2021-2023): Kurdish activists in France, particularly those protesting against Turkish policies or advocating for Kurdish autonomy, have faced arbitrary detention. Many were detained under counter-terrorism laws, despite participating in peaceful demonstrations. These detentions often involved prolonged pre-trial detention without substantial evidence. Amnesty International and the Kurdish Human Rights Project documented cases where Kurdish activists were held in detention for extended periods without trial, and in some cases, without being formally charged. These detentions are a violation of Article 9 of the ICCPR (Right to liberty and security of person) and Article 19 of the ICCPR (Freedom of expression).
9. Detention of Labor Union Leaders During Pension Reform Protests (2024): In addition to the mass arrests during the 2024 pension reform protests, labor union leaders who organized strikes and demonstrations were specifically targeted for detention. Many were arrested under accusations of inciting violence, though evidence suggested that these detentions were more about undermining the labor movement. Some were held incommunicado for several days. The International Labour Organization (ILO) and local French labor rights organizations reported these incidents, noting that the detentions were part of a broader strategy to weaken opposition to the pension reforms. These actions violate Article 9 of the ICCPR (Right to liberty and security of person) and Article 22 of the ICCPR (Freedom of association).
10. Detention of Anti-Racism Protesters (2023): Following a series of high-profile incidents of police violence against minorities in 2023, anti-racism protests broke out across France. In response, the French police detained numerous protesters, particularly those leading the demonstrations. Many were held without clear charges or on exaggerated accusations such as "inciting public disorder." Reports from organizations such as SOS Racisme and Human Rights Watch documented these arbitrary detentions, highlighting the discriminatory nature of the police response, which disproportionately targeted minority communities. These actions violate international laws, including Article 9 of the ICCPR (Right to liberty and security of person) and Article 2 of the ICCPR (Right to non-discrimination).
Recommendations: 
1. Legal Reforms: France should reform its laws to ensure that all detentions are carried out in full compliance with international human rights standards, particularly those outlined in the ICCPR. This includes clear definitions of offenses and the elimination of vague charges that enable arbitrary detention. 
2. Judicial Oversight: Strengthen judicial oversight mechanisms to prevent the misuse of detention powers. All detentions should be subject to prompt judicial review to assess their legality and necessity. 
3. Transparency and Accountability: The French government must increase transparency around detentions, particularly those related to national security and public order. Independent investigations should be conducted into allegations of arbitrary detention, and those responsible should be held accountable. 
4. Protection of Fundamental Rights: France should reaffirm its commitment to protecting the rights of freedom of expression and assembly, ensuring that individuals, including activists, journalists, and business leaders, are not detained for exercising these rights. 
5. International Cooperation: Engage with international human rights bodies to review and improve France's detention practices. This could involve working with the UN Human Rights Council or the European Court of Human Rights to align domestic laws with international obligations. 

These instances of arbitrary detention highlight a disturbing trend in France where the government uses detention as a tool to suppress dissent, particularly against groups that challenge state policies or advocate for marginalized communities. The pattern of targeting activists, students, labor leaders, and minority groups underscores the need for urgent reforms to protect the fundamental human rights of those living in France. These practices undermine France's commitment to upholding human rights, as enshrined in the ICCPR. The recommendations provided are aimed at helping France realign its detention practices with its international obligations, ensuring that the rights to liberty, security, and freedom of expression are fully respected.

